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Abstract 
'['lie extent lo which the educational system through i ts  curriculum succeeds 
in achieving i t s  desired goals depends largely on the nature of the content. This 
paper seeks to examine the role of curriculum content in development a nation. 
The major constraints militating against the maximum contribution of 
curriculum were highlighted and recommendations profferred. 

Introduction 
Late nineties , the popular slogan among Nigerians and from news media boosted the hope of 

everyman with great expectation by the year 2000 plus, when nations of the world would be full of 
"milk and honey". Nigeria among other nations of world assured its citizenry that in the year 2000 plus; 
they would achieve food for all, wealth for all, education for all etc. 

In other to make these gigantic wishes for the year 2000 plus a reality, the first step is to 
educate the masses through an appropriate curriculum. Education may not do the magic overnight but it 
will go along way towards achieving global awareness whereby the populace would know what exist 
in their societies, why such situations exist and what part they can play in improving the situation. 

Gbamanja (1997), posits that the success if failure of any educational system depends on the 
successful planning and executipn of the instrument called the curriculum. Some educationist have 
even claimed that the wealth or poverty of a nation depends on the content of the curriculum. This can be 
attributed to Ihe primary role of curriculum in interpreting the values, the dreams and the desires of a 
nation linking the world of knowledge with the world of work. People had to be furnished with those 
qualifications (skills, knowledge or values which would make them into productive assels. The labour 
force as human capital which raw materials and credit was recognized as a major factor for economic 
growth. 

Education is a valuable assets that society uses as an instrument for receiving economic, 
social and political development. It is intrinsically useful that its positive impact on the society and 
individuals is so numerous and uncountable that no society can ignore it. The indispensable role of 
education and its relevance in rapid and genuine progressive development of a nation make it receive the 
attention of great patriotic and foresighted personalities of societies. Ezeocha (1986) observed that 
functional education is one for which there is an anticipated application which thus assumes that the 
learner has immediate meaning transferable into action for his learning activities. This presupposes 
that type of education offered should be such that will be useful to the learner in his peculiar 
circumstances. The knowledge acquired from such education must be relevant to the learner's 
situation and specific needs. This apart, education should be guided not only to met the needs and 
aspirations of a given society but should serve as an instrument for social stability, economic 
sufficiency and cultural integration. Curriculum content being an educational instrument for nation 
building, its nature and quality of programmes a nation offers go a long way in determining the 
achievement of its nation. 

Curriculum Content And Nation Building 

The content of any curriculum is an embodiment, of the attitudes, knowledge and s k i l l s  which a 
society intends lo impart to her citizens through the school and other socializing agencies. The wealth 
or poverty of a nation depends on the content of (he curriculum. 'Tanner (1975) in agreement with 
this observed that " the survival of a society depends upon how that society addresses contemporary 
problems such as population growth, migration, ethnic relations, food, poverty crime, unemployment, 
drug abuse etc. The survival and prosperity of a nation depends upon that society's capacity to apply its 
knowledge to resolve its practical problems. John Dewey in this regard identified the school as 
miniature society through which the society can address its problems and needs. All these constitute 
the content of the curriculum. The needs and aspirations of the nation gives the curriculum content 
which in turn determines the progress or nature of the society. For example, in y country where the rate of 
population growth does not balance with the productivity or resources that nation will continue to 
depreciate economically. 

Nation building can be viewed from various angles of human activity which can lead to a 



belter living standard of people can be generally. Stability and progress arc often realized in a nation's 
industry, agriculture, health and natural resources through educational endeavours. In this way 
peaceful co-existence, security oflife, property and freedom can be guaranteed, many nations of the 
world have employed tremendously the power of education to achieve their national hopes and 
aspirations. Ukeje (1995), Gbamanja (1997) and Dike (1995) have ascertained how America, Japan 
and Germany used education to attain their desired goals. At the dawn of American independence, 
Thomas Jefferson sounded a warning to the new nation "A nation cannot remain both ignorant and 
free". It was this warning about the crucial importance of education in nation building that made 
America to invest the prime part of her energies in the educative process. Also with the launching of the 
Sputnik 1957 by the former Soviet Union, America wa's challenged and how did they meet up with 
this challenge was through revamping refurbishing/beefing up what was contained in the curriculum 
that is modifying the content of curriculum to reflect science and technology. Hence today, they have 
technological powers that have made them wealthy and powerful.  

Nigeria has not developed like U.S.A. because we depend on colonial curriculum and our 
resources have been controlled by those who have the knowledge on how to do it . It is a well known 
fact that no nation can rise above its curriculum since the wealth and poverty of any nation is 
determined by the type and quality of curriculum they have. Nwana (1998) in agreement with the 
above assertion, observed that a developing country like Nigerian only achieve its articulated national 
objectives through well planned curricular programmes and in his assessment of Nigeria 's 
achievement of national objectives discovered these objectives had hardly been achieved. Classifying 
Nigeria as undeveloping. 

Curriculum Content In The 21st Century 
There is need to re-examine our curriculum content especially in the area of science syllabus at 

the Senior Secondary School. Dempster (1993) is of the opinion that educators should re-examine the 
school curricula with a view to "separating the wheat from the chaff so that only essentials will 
effectively be taught,. We are now in the era of science and technology and the contemporary world of 
today is scientifically and technologically oriented so there is great need for science and technology 
literacy in Nigeria. Jegede (1996) cited in Oka for (2000) pointed out that without our children having 
excellent understanding of scientific and technological concepts, reaching our personal and societal  
goals in the 21st century will be a mirage. Science and technology are primary instruments that can 
make any nation move forward, therefore, the content of curriculum a nation emphasizes more on 
science and technology and societal issues, so in the 21st century science would be more inter-
disciplinary focussed on societal values. 

Science and technology are sources for social and economic changes and their applications in 
various fields of human endeavour have been responsible for raising peoples' standard of living. For 
instance, countries like Japan, China, Korea, Malaysia and Hong Kong whose productive forces 
boosted their national economic growth depended on science and technology to suit their 
environmental and cultural values. Nigeria can be repositioned in the same direction of these countries in 
the 21st century. 

Recalling the World Declaration on Education for All in the Project 2000 + Forum at 
UNESCO 1993. sound education was recognized as fundamental to the strengthening of higher levels of 
education and of scientific and technological literacy and capacity and thus to self-reliant 
development. They also suggested that government, industry, public and private sector interests and 
education in all countries should review critically existing provisions for science and technology 
education at all levels and in all settings with the aim of giving appropriate attention to development 
and maintenance of learning programmes responsive to the needs of individuals and communities. 
Also to develop appropriate in-school and out-of-school opportunities, programmes, curricula and 
assessment procedures for science and technology education. In order to achieve economic recovery in 
our nation, alternative curricular content and new tasks for curriculum experts and teachers must be 
designed such as Project 2000. 

Problems Militating Against The Forward Movement Of The Nigerian Nation 
In Nigeria, education is still facing a number of problems which militate against the expected 

forward movement of the country. The curriculum content in many nations including Nigeria focuses 
on vocational and functional education but those dreams are far fetched or reali/.ed as the contents that 
provide vocational and functional education are not well financed.  

It has been observed (hat curricular contents of well planned educational system in the 
country has become a political football and homogenized that one hardly sees the direction to which 



education is going because of economic pressures on publishers, political and economic pressures on 
local and state education authorities. 

One of the problems facing our nation at present is the shortage of technically trained 
manpower in the right standard and quality. The 6-3-3-4 system actually is not producing the learners 
who have acquired enough skills and knowledge because of i i l  equipped teachers in t he technical 
areas. 

It has also been observed that the content of science syllabus is overloaded, much is required to 
learn at senior secondary school. 

Problem of unemployment is still a very big problem against the society's expecting of 
producing self-reliant citizens Curriculum content if reformed towards job creators instead of job 
seekers, there will be a better Nigeria. 

Recommendations 
It is obvious that our curricular content has gone through reformation and educationists have 

carried out research on innovations that will develop our nation. These efforts are far short of the 
required standard our nation needs. Rapid technological development can only be achieved by a well 
planned curriculum. It is for this reason that the following recommendations are made for Nigeria. 
1. It is recommended that the educational programmes be refined and modified to take into account 

the current trends in technological development; 
2. There is need to overhaul curriculum content today to address contemporary issues in our society 

and more importantly appropriate strategics for implementation need to be adopted; 
3. Curriculum content must address those issues that cause depression in the economy. For instance 

issue of religious crisis, drug abuse, secret cults etc: 
4. In order to operate in a world that changes with time, workers will have to be flexible. As jobs 

change will have to acquire new job skills especially in this computer technology era; 
5. Science and technology should be a watch word for educationists curriculum planners and all the 

agencies of curriculum innovation for Nigeria to compete effectively with America, Japan and 
other nations of the world. 

Conclusion 
It should be borne in mind that unless right decisions are made on curriculum planning and 

implementation, the wind of national development may not go as expected.  
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