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Abstract

Values, the fundamental bases of cultural behaviours of people had been
affected by copied values not understandable to them thus most are
wallowing in ignorance and operating situations. Education, Religion,
Marriage, Politics and other institution seemed to have failed. Religion and
Marriage institutions have a lot of modifications, which had thrown many
into confusion. Virginity, the basis of measuring chastity and fidelity has
been replaced with miracles and mental indoctrination rather than
conversion. Cultural ethnics merit and goodness should be adhered to foster
mutual relationships that can redeem the plundered society.

Introduction

Value laden concepts are being sounded everywhere in the educational system because various
societies had been plundered by lack of ideological structure coupled with emotions and arbitrary
orders. It is expedient to pin down the topic to a particular area of the various institutions - marriage,
education, religion and politics etc. They are so clustered that one hinges on the other but marriage and
religion shall be treated from the point of view of ordinance, church and customary marriages. Religious
practices shall be considered. When law is just for convenience within the social needs of a people its
adherence is always very difficult. King Henry Viii of England was a Roman Catholic but he wanted
male heir to the throne of England. He had no alternative than to divorce and marry Ann Bolyn. The
Pope refused. He went ahead to divorce Catharine of Aragon. He set up the Church of England to
replace Catholicism. This is what is operational in churches and marriage registries today. Traditional
marriages are done as well following (he culture of the paternal parent of the girl.

Before the advent of Christian Missionaries in Nigeria chastity before marriage and fidelity
after marriage were celebrated virtues among the Itsekiri to be precise. Virginity was an enshrined
value system in Nigeria. When Christianity came to re-echo it, it was not strange to the people.
Christianity then did not introduce much controversial words into the vocabularies of the people like
demonic attack, your life will never be the same, being bom again, miracles, hour of deliverance,
being possessed etc. most of these words sound emotional. According to Rampa (1965) when emotion
and reason is at war emotion wins. In most cases one may regret the emotion. For instance, Warn
Crises ended without a very meaningful truce but ljaw and Itsekiri were able to come together to form a
Triple Alliance with Isoko for political advantages. Emotional reactions of ljaw and Itsekiri were
regretted.

The infiltration of Urhobo from the land Ijaw insurrection from the water were later realized as
mere coincidence rather than calculated attempts to exterminate the Itsekiri nation. ljaw were equally
attacking some Urhobo settlements by the bank of River Niger. Gbarigolo and Okwagbe etc were
attacked.

Plundered Society

Society is a group of people living together within a geographical boundary with shared cultural
traits. They are mainly indigenous. To talk of plundered means the shared cultural traits had been
disorganized, reduced and in most aspects destroyed. Ethical behaviours have been militated. Ignorance,
misdirected anxiety, emotions and false self-assumption arc militating against cultural values.
Violence as an outlet of measuring equality abounds everywhere. Christianity and Islam have gradually
changed their doctrinal principles of goodness and truth. Political institutions had changed fro
gerontocracy to group leadership of communities. Materialism had taken over from ordered values jn
societies. Marriage as an institution had taken a lot of different dimensions. Virginity is now an omen;
people are no longer discrete about sexual relationships, people talk more of venereal diseases than the
sacredness associated with chastity thus fidelity has become an issue of verbal discussion than what
is obtainable in the real sense of the word. Legal suits against adultery are very few because now the
system of cohesion amongst the people. The most successful of all is ethnicism, Cultism had been so
unrealistic that there are so many groups in the institutions of higher learning. They include Pirate (Sea
dog), Buccaneer, Aiye and Black Art. The writer is not a member of either thus may not be bale to
explain how they operate. It is the effects of their inter cult rangling that had been causing a lot of
problems that are being discussed. Christian organizations seem to cast them out of their minds. Some
declare publicly to reduc3e the attention of school authority. How do we know what people had done in



the secret chambers of their hearts to give the Satan an advantage over them? The ugly practice of
declaring for Christ openly to avoid being tagged as criminals without being converted is an enigma.

Religion, though a matter of willingness Lo trust but it is based on conversion. It is a total
submission of man's thought to the divine will. It does not need fluctuation some may digress
occasionally to meet the needs of the secular life, which is often regarded as temptations. It is when such
digressions are not allowed to be repeated that the divine essence in man can be seen as being worthy of
emulation. If a Christian preaches in favour of sectionalism he is a devil's disciple, plundering the
values of divine essence, he should be prayed for because he had lost grip of illuminated spiritual
excellence in him. This could lead to physical plundering of a church. There should be no crusade
within a church.

Marriage

Concept of marriage before its full blown with Western culture in Nigeria was that of
master-servant relationships. It was mainly for procreation and not indiscriminate dating for fun. A lot of
excuses abound to justify sexuality, such as an exercise, lubrication of the uterus for health reasons, a
medium of relaxation etc. there were not much mention of venereal diseases among the people of
Niger-Delta until industrial materials left the shores of Europe into Nigeria and other African
countries. The Omani Arabs of the Eastern part of Africa were not as bad because history did not
emphasize it much.

Niger-Delta that included Isoko, Itsekiri, ljaw, Urhobo and Ikwere were quite discrete. The
writer may not want to vouch for Ikwere because not much had been read about them. Virginity was the
only source of measuring chastity before marriage and fidelity after marriage. Sex language among
the young ones did not share in the sentimental and arousing expressions as they do today. Sex education,
pornographic films and others that children are not mentally ready for that could plunder the value
system of the people were not used.

As early as 1896 when the Europeans went into the hinterland, Urhobo and Isoko girls like
Itsekiri girls outside urban areas of Warri, Sapele and Koko were still nude at matured age. Those that
dressed responsibly were married or had been earmarked for marriage. There were not much
pregnancy outside marriage. The issue of venereal diseases which is currently the medium of
discipline against indiscriminate sex was not common. Venereal diseases were products of our sexual
contact with the people across the Atlantic Ocean. They brought condom to justify free sex thereby
destroying the value of chastity before marriage. Today fidelity after marriage is an assumed issue of
integrity to sustain marriage institution. Adultery was an unwanted act that had led to
excommunication of some male children from their homes. This was due to sacredness attached to
sexuality. Barrenness was not as common as it is today although there had been increase in
population. Abortion was not much a part of the people's vocabulary. Obedience to the voice of
parents was a virtue. Behaviours of children from homes determine marriage. It was the wish of the
parents that must be obeyed by daughters.

Inter-ethnic marriages were not much. It was not due to ethnic segregation. It was due to
confinement of the girls to their areas. For instance, Itsekiri that married ljaw and Urhobo were very few
until the 18* century. Most of them were from Udu Local Government Areas because of proximity.
The ljaw of Isaba, though very close until Emayes's mother was married by Chief Egharegbemi, the
lyastere of Warri (1760-1795). She was given out in marriage to Erejuwa | and had
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two daughters. She had three children after Erejuwa to Olu Akengbuwa I. her maternal relationship
with the ljaw of Isaba was more history than real contact, modest life was found everywhere. The ljaw
and Urhobo contact with Itsekiri had much regard for one another. The nefarious trade that lasted for 354
years (1479-1833) did not disrupt the religious and marital institutions. It was the permissive attitudes of
the Europeans that were imbibed negatively that culminated into the betrayal of Nigeria value system.

An average Nigerian pre-colonialism was honest because it was a virtue to say the truth the
new phrase of master-servant relationships of Europeans that started exploitation of the people
resulted into privileged Nigerian exploitation of fellow Nigerians. Europeans created social
dichotomy among the people thus superiority by birth was replaced by materialism. The average
Itsekiri man who was at the coast utilized early contact with the Europeans there by changing the



mutual relationships with the people of the hinterland. It was a typical behaviour of the Europeans who
were around to exploit the people. The costal people were in no way superior to the people of hinterland.
The established colonial administration with different value system gradually crumbled or plundered
Nigerian values. Unexpected acquisition of material need that started the political system in Nigeria took
of with ethnic chauvinism, which branched out into thuggry and violence (Ireyefoju 2000).

The ghost workers syndrome perpetuated by oil companies in Niger-Delta culminated into
utter disregard of elders. Youth started to go out of elders control when they are not mentally ready
children out of wedlock abound everywhere. The concept of home was bastardized; bunkering was
muted by foreign companies and violence became a virtue.

Moral and religious institutions gradually teamed with the concepts of exploitation. Words
like marginalization, over lordship, inhuman acts and undue expression of ones ego at the expense of
legal verdicts were set aside. Unlawful possession of arms was allowed at every point in Niger-Delta
(Ireyefoju
1999).

Political Institution

The entente Cordiale of Isoko, Itsekiri and ljaw of 2006, (G. 3), Urhobo Political Forum of
2005 came up with a view to perpetuating leadership of the Entente Cordiale (G. 3). The subsequent
number of governorship aspirants that came up from one party were not able to shake the Entente
Cordiale and Urhobo Political Forum (U.P.F). Their struggle was a mere storm in a teacup. The
cultural role of Urhobo Progress Union (U.P.U) was plundered by U.P.F individualism and pockets of
group came up as negotiating segments for recognition. People become much more dubious than ever,
stories of plundered treasury were being read daily on pages of news papers, merit was bargained to
carry the people along to sustain the Entente Cordiale.

My humble question before conclusion is how can the plundered situations be amended to reflect the
cultural values of the people?

Conclusion
The answer to the above question may appear controversial to the people but a radical return to

value system of the people may go a long way to answer it.

1 People should reduce attitudes of selfishness and undue desire for materialism

2. Ethnic loyalty is good for the sustenance of cultural values but when such values go contrary to
merit, they should be modified. The people should be taught the concept of nationhood and
statism distinctly.

3. Serving without service in a state is an enigma; one may look loyal to a group because of what
one wants to attain with such alternative values such does not have a conviction for service.
For instance, a good political party with ideologies should be able to know who should lead the
party in the next election rather than ethnic rivalries at the expense of zoning principles.

Cultural Values In_A. Plundered Social System

4. Schools from secondary to tertiary levels should have boarding facilities to ensure vale system.
That every body is corrupt does not make it a virtue. For instance, going on a pilgrimage was a
moment of sober reflection, dedication and attuned to a spiritual line that can no longer be
reversed. It is not a business trip.

When cultural values are plundered, people live witiiout bearings. A radical change is not
impossible. Educational institution should be returned to immediately for the salvation of other
aspects. Craze for money without sound mental attitudes to maintain a standard is an enigma, a state of
incongruous quality.
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