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Nursery education is the first step a child takes outside of the
home in readiness for primary education. At this level, lie is very
conscious of his five objective senses that assist him to respond to
changes in his perceptions of things around him. Learning takes
place when he communicates with his teacher with the aid of visual
elements of color, shapes, alphabets, numbers, play toys, pictures,
electronic visual devices (T.V/Film), as used in the class room and
outside of it. In our society, nursery education has been left in the
hands of private individuals without any direct involvement of
government. The problem lies in the fact that both the past and
present system of education have no official place for nursery
education and a coordinated curriculum. By this action of
government, nursery education is evolving at a slow pace. This
paper has highlighted the traditional model of the communication
process evolving into a well planned communication strategy
using visual aids as the meeting point for learning experiences. It
also concludes with the point that nursery education relies heavily on
simple visual elements that communicate the needed experience that
adds up to education. This paper is recommending that government
and its agencies should as a matter of urgency, play supervisory
roles, ensure a uniform clear-cut curriculum, and above all, ensure
that quality is maintained in all nursery schools nationwide.

Introduction

In any sphere of human endeavour where development is to take place, communication should be
assigned a central role. Child development is not an exception. The Pre-school age, the critical time in the
child's perceptual development, seeks to ensure effective communication linkage between what he perceives
and the actions he will take, in his environment. This is an environment that is changing from the enclosures
of the home to the exposures of the outside world.

The child at this level is being taught how to read, write, draw, paint and identify objects, animals,
numbers, alphabets, etc, through the conscious use of his five objective senses; the sense of touch, hearing,
sight, taste and smell. He is in direct contact with things around him and these are critical to his physical,
intellectual, emotional and social development, with emphasis on effective and meaningful learning
experiences.

One area where nursery education has made much impact is the area of communication, precisely
visual communication. Wilkinson (1985), maintains that "visual communication as a concept implies the
Use of visuals concerned with the sense of sight™. To the nursery school child, the first step in his education
comes to him as visual representation of forms for effective cognitive development both in the classroom and
outside of it (Hall et al). These visual forms are interpreted according to the colored alphabets, numbers,
play objects, etc, are so designed and used to communicate effectively with the child.

In the basic human communication process, there exists a series of events that take place when
people interact and share ideas. Arens (2006), says that, "the process begins when one party, called the
source, formulates an idea, encodes it as a message, and sends it via some channel to another party, called
the receiver. The receiver must decode the message in order to understand it. Feedback occurs when the
original message is responded to and is sent back to source”
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To apply this traditional model in plate I specifically to nursery education, it becomes an organized
and well-planned communication strategy. Thus, we can generate a new model, yet retaining the
same series of events.
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When the child has learnt from this experience, he responds positively thus signifying the
importance of the visual aids. These visual symbols and devices come in bright attractive colors.
Children love warm colors (Red, Yellow, Orange) and the emotional effect of color on them
facilitates learning at this early stage. Thus, children at this level are intensely conditioned by
colored objects, pictures, shapes, etc. Getlein (2002) concurs when he says that, "visual
elements are the elements that we perceive and respond to". This is the basic principle
underlying visual communication even as it affects nursery education.

Nursery Education-an Overview

The pre-school age is the age when the child is at the early infancy, 2-5 years. Under this
age group, the child is beginning to develop physically, mentally and emotionally. Usually, the
child under this age group is in the nursery school in readiness for primary education.

The school as an environment tries to capture the experiences a child undergoes in the
early part of his life. Questions are therefore often asked to whether the nursery schools promote
such an environment. The answer will be YES. With the help of well-qualified staff,
adequate accommodation and equipment, the child acquires the know how to explore the deeper
meanings of his experiences.

Nursery school according to Morrison (1986) refers "to an educational programme for
children two and half years to 5 years old, operated as a service by public schools or for profit
by other agencies and individuals". In our society, individuals in the private sector undertake

nursery
education purely for personal gains. There is no direct government involvement in the business of



nursery education. To this effect, unqualified staff, inadequate accommodation and equipment, are
the problems facing nursery education. When these are lacking, the learning process becomes
truncated thereby affecting the tasks the child is expected to perform. By and large, this learning
process adds up to education.

James (1968) avers that education means "growth in personality through
experience. It is in the area of experience that we can draw from motor skills
that maximum educational benefit for the child."

Experiences that a child go through are many and varied. Hall et al (1982) assert that

"We live in a world of 3-dimension and us such objects stimulate the eye in
very different ways. Children interpret whatever is before them according to
natural relationships (Gestalt Whollistic view), they group elements that are
close together, the principle of proximity; they also group elements that are
generally alike in form, the principle of similarity; (.hey tend to expect the
next element in a group to follow the line taken by the next, the principle of
continuity; they supply any broken or missing lines in a figure, the principle
of closure” (pg 248).

Henderick (1984), a child psychologist, maintains that,

"learning must be based on actual experience and participation. The
curriculum of the nursery school must be based on real experience with real
things rather than limited to the verbal discussion™ (pg 261).

This is the reason why leaching materials and equipments must be of value and interest to the
child for effective learning. Decker et al (1986), maintains that “"the materials must be aesthetically
pleasing because young children are keenly aware of color, textures, size, form, brightness, sound,
odour and temperature. Thus, the equipments and materials should be appealing to the senses” (pg
281).

Leeper et al (1987) have tried to list some of the visible equipments to include "blocks,
puzzles, color books, costumes, musical, instruments, audio visual facilities (T. V, films, etc)".

Decker et al are of the opinion that "most of the specific materials used in early childhood
programmes are instructional”. They quoted the Educational Products Information Exchange
Institute as saying that “instructional materials are representations of everyday' life which have been
produced or selected for their educational relevance and arranged so that they are accessible for use".

Implication of Visual Communication for Nursery Education

It must be stated that visual communication in nursery education will be meaningless unless
some improvements in the curriculum, such as a well-harmonized course of study and adequate use
of visuals, are present and functional. Moreover, nursery education needs expertise for effective
implementation.

The education of a person starts with the inculcation of basic skills to be learnt in early
childhood. It is rather unfortunate that the promulgation of both the 6:3:3:4 and the present system of
education did not make any provisions for nursery education as the prerequisite for primary
education. By this action of government, it has laid the foundation for falling standards of nursery
education in terms of teaching practice and learning activity.

There should be a coordinated programme from government that will ensure even practice by
the different proprietors of nursery schools. Visual aids must be the overriding principle behind
nursery education.

Summary and Conclusion

Nursery education remains a potent instrument for a child's development. The education of a
person starts with the inculcation of basic skills to be learnt in early childhood. When the nursery
child learns and plays with visual aids, his cognitive level increases. His teacher communicates his
sense of perception and organizational skills.



The basic knowledge a child acquires from his stay in a nursery school is to a large extent the
things that will guide him through in the primary education. Visual communication has generally
added potency to learning and eased the ability of the child to accept information, and decode the
message. The potentialities are limitless and must be exploited for improved quality of education.
These will help provide the developmental needs of the child.

Government should as a matter of urgency, play supervisory roles in the running of nursery
schools. Lack of foresight on the part of government has been the major handicap in nursery
education. There is no systematic planning of what the child should learn at each level. Henderick is
of the opinion that.

"a good nursery school programme is basically orderly, but also flexible; it provides
for variety of experience based on the principles that learning should be the result of
actual experience, and above all, school should be a place of joy".

Spock (1976), has a final word when he says that,

"the cooperativeness, initiative and creativity children develop in a good nursery school
will help to prepare them socially, emotionally and intellectually not only for elementary
grades, but also for their careers as adults” (pg 424).

Recommendation

Government should as a matter of urgency, play supervisory roles in the running of nursery
schools because lack of foresight on the part of government has been the major handicap. There
should be a systematic planning of what the child should learn at each level of education. To this
end, nursery education must be included in the current system of education and must be seen as the
first step in educating the child.

The curriculum should be harmonized and properly defined to become the working tool in
nursery education. Visual elements of color, shapes, alphabets, numbers, play toys, etc must be
provided for by the proprietors of these schools, to enhance learning and participation. Government
on the other hand need to monitor these schools to ensure that the learning equipment are adequate
and up to the required standard.
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