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Abstract 

This paper attempts to describe a developed nation in an attempt to make a comparison 
between the Nigerian nation, which is developing and developed nations. A case is made 
in support of an effective Universal Basic Education (U.B.E.) programme as an 
important factor in the educational process in Nigeria towards nation building. The needs, 
funding, benefits and challenges of the U. B. E. programme are highlighted. A 
relationship is drawn between the U. B. E. programme and nation building. There is need 
for proper implementation of the U. B, B. programme in Nigeria so (hat (he Nigerian 
nation.could be built on proper educational foundation- An effective and well-managed 
U. B. E. programme is the surest means to building Nigeria for the benefit of all citizens. 

Introduction 
A developed nation could be described as one, which has advanced to a high (economic) stale. 

The high state could only be achieved through a sound and effective educational system. Over the years, 
there have been extensive discussions on the whole system of education, its content and the decline in 
standards. Out of all the various commissions set up to look into it at different levels, the most notable 
was under the chairmanship of Chief S. O. Adebo, former Permanent Representative of Nigeria at the 
United Nations. The recommendations of the seminar encapsulated in the 1977 National Policy on 
Education, which has since been revised twice. In it , the government has slated in clear terms the 
relevance of the needs of individuals in the society in relation to the environment and the realities of the 
modern world and rapid social changes. The government wishes that all forms of barriers in terms of 
contradictions, ambiguities and lack of uniformity in educational practices in different parts of the 
country be removed to make for an even and orderly development of Nigeria. Thus, (he government 
adopted education as the only effective instrument for effecting nation building. 

Developed nations like the United States of America and Great Britain achieved their present 
standard, no doubt, through education. Interestingly, the national objectives, which are the building of a 
free and democratic society, a just and egalitarians society, a united, strong and self-reliant nation, a 
great and dynamic economy and a land of bright and full of opportunities for all its citizens were greatly 
considered while drafting the National Policy on Education (N. P. E. 1977). These objectives wil! 
ultimately build-up the Nigerian nation. 

In an attempt to build the nation the former Western and Eastern Regional Governments of 
Nigeria had provided free and universal education in 1955 and 1956 respectively. In 1976, the Nigerian 
Government put in place across the country the Universal Primary Education (U. P. E.) Due to financial 
problems, the programme, naturally died after the Federal Government left it in the hands of states to 
manage. Shortly after the commencement of the President Olusegun Obasanjo administration, the 
Universal Basic Education (U. B. E.) was launched on the 30" September 1999. This was to arrest the 
poor condition of the educational system in Nigeria that was a fail-out of the crumpled free and 
Universal Education of 1955 and 1956 and the UPE of the 70s and 80s. It was very obvious to the 
government of President Olusegun Obasanjo that the nation could only be built and moved forward with 
the introduction of the UBE programme. This covers a period of six years of primary education and 
three years of secondary education (Primary 1-6 and J. S. S. 1 -M 1). 

The line will) the N. P. E. (1981 & 1998), the UBE has an objective, that is the production of at 
least 40 million literate Nigerians in eight years (Punch, July 6, 2000). so .that productivity and 
potentials of individuals and by extension, the society could be increased (Guardian, July 5, 2000). It 
seems the UBE programme is facing a lot of operational and logistic problems. One then asks:  

What are the reasons for the poor take off of the programme? in the 
universal basic programme aid nation building? 1st are the real needs of the 
programme? that are the benefits and challenges of the programmes in the 
future? 

Therefore, this paper attempts to point out the reasons for the poor lake off and highlight the beds, 
benefits and challenges of the programme so that it could achieve its objectives and build the Nigerian 
nation. 

The Universal Basic Education Program me and its Benefits. 



The main aim of the Universal Basic Education (U. B. E.) programme is to produce at least 40 million 
literate Nigerians in eight years (Punch, 2000), and 30.000 teachers yearly through the National Teacher's 
Institute Kaduna. It also aims at producing 7 b i l l i on naira worth of books and materials for the Petroleum 
(special) Trust Fund (FTP) which should have been distributed to schools nation-wide by the end of the 
eighth year and 28,000 class-rooms built nation-wide in eight years. (Guardian July5. 2000). It is also 
to engender a conducive learning environment (Oyedanmi, 200!). Obasanjo (1999) slated that the 
programme focuses on primary and secondary school pupils, provision of enough schools for eligible 
children, teacher training programme and adult literacy. Towards nation building, the benefits of the 
U.B.E. programme arc not far fetched if it is effectively managed and implemented. The input of the 
well-managed and effective UBE programme towards nation building cannot be over emphasized. 

The Nigerian society will be aware of its environment and be informed of developments. Such a 
reaction can only take place if individuals are educated and informed about rights as citizens of this country 
and are able to articulate (Aborisade, 2001). This kind of education will also sensitize, mobilize and organize 
individuals towards national growth. 

Problems and Needs of the Universal Basic Education That Can Hinder Nation Building 
After sampling the problems that have been with the educational system of Nigeria and the ones 

reported by Aborisade (2000) at the "Education for All by 2015" summit held in Beijing one can 
conclude that the problems could be categorized into two broad sections viz: 

(a) problems  of high  population  countries  (E9)  (Nigeria,  China,   Bangladesh,   Brazil.   
India. 
Indonesia. Mexico, Egypt and Pakistan). 

(b) Problems that are internal and peculiar to Nigerians and the Nigerian Educational system. 

The counties with high population have strong demographic pressures, substantial remote 
populations, relatively low levels of central government funding of education, persistent problems in 
reducing adult illiteracy and a wide literacy gap between men and women.  

The other set of problems peculiar to Nigerians and the Nigerians educational system include:  

1. Lack of a blueprint and a strong action plan, which informed the recent restructuring and 
overhauling of the U.B.E. vision, direction and structure (Aborisade, Sunday Punch, May 6. 
2001) 

2. What arc the real needs of the programme? 
3. What are the benefits and challenges of the programme in the future? 

Therefore this paper attempts to point out the reasons for the poor take off and highlight the needs, 
benefits and challenges of the programme so that it could achieve its objectives and build the Nigerian 
nation. 

The Universal Basic Education Programme and its benefits. 
The main aim of the Universal Basic Education (U. R. F.) programme is to produce at least 40 

million literate Nigerians in eight years (Punch, 2000). and 30,000 teachers yearly through the National 
Teacher's Institute. Kaduna. It also aims at producing 7 billion naira worth of"books and materials for the 
Petroleum (special) Trust Fund (PTF) which should have been distributed to schools nation-wide by the end 
of the eighth year and 28,000 class-rooms built nation-wide in eight years. (Guardian, July 5. 2000). It is 
also to engender a conducive learning environment (Oyekanmi, 2001). Obasanjo (1999) staled that the 
programme focuses on primary and secondary school pupils, provision of enough schools for eligible 
children, teacher training programme and adult literacy. Towards nation building, the benefits of the 
U.B.E. programme are not Far-fetched if it is effectively managed and implemented. The input of the 
well-managed and effective UBE programme towards nation building cannot be over emphasized. 

The Nigerian society will be aware of its environment and be informed of developments. Such a 
reaction can only take place if individuals are educated and informed about rights as citizens of this 
country and are able to articulate (Aborisade, 2001). This kind of education will also sensitize, mobilize and 
organize individuals towards national growth. 



Problems and (Needs of the Universal Basic Education That Can Hinder Nation Building 
After sampling the problems that have been with the educational system of Nigeria and the ones 

reported by Aborisade (2000) at the Education for Ail by 2015 summit held in Beijing one can conclude that 
the problems could be categorized into two broad sections viz. 

(c) problems of high  population countries (E9) (Nigeria,  China,  Bangladegh,  Brazil.  India,  
Indonesia. Mexico, Egypt and pakistan). 

(d) Problems that are internal and peculiar to Nigerians and the Nigerian Educational system. 

The counties with high population have strong demographic pressures, substantial  remote 
populations, relatively low levels of central government funding of education, persistent problems in 
reducing adult illiteracy and a wide literacy gap between men and women.  

The other set of problems peculiar to Nigerians and the Nigerians educational system include. 
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I Lack of a blueprint and a strong action plan, which informed the recent restructuring and  

overhauling of the U.B.E. vision, direction and structure (Aborisade, Sunday Punch, May 6, 
2001) nation building, will face a great danger. Since the UBE programme intends to inculcate a 
sound, democratic principle of education, free and compulsory education to a particular level in 
Nigerians, the kind of education that will be provided will be effective both at the formal and 
informal levels. 

A lot of anti-social practices that can easily make the UBE programme a failure, such as 
examination malpractice, should be avoided. Lack of regular, sustained, systematic, positive and 
effective indoctrination of the our children to a worthy life of civilized culture can also easily jeopardize our 
nation building strategies. Both teachers and parents should see the UBE programme as a means to an end 
in nation building such that it must not fail. Finally guidance and counselling practices should be seen as a 
basic factor in the UBE programme (Ogunsanmi, 2000). Conclusion 

The input of the Universal Basic Education (UBE) towards nations building cannot be over 
emphasized. The present level of development of the Nigerian nation makes the UBE programme 
imperative because it promises to be sound and effective educational programme. 

However, there are problems and needs trailing the launching of September 30, 1999 by 
President Olusegun Obasanjo. In spite of these, there are obvious benefits and a hope for a brighter future 
towards the building of Nigeria into a free, democratic, just, egalitarian, strong and dynamic country. 

Suggestions 
For an effective Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme that will build the Nigerian nation 

into a nation of our dream, the following could be considered: 
All Nigerian citizenry should be educated, at least in democratic principles. The curricula and 

schemes of work in schools should reflect (he teaching of the constitution of Nigeria and moral 
instruction as basic foundational principles. 

Seminars on the dangers of undemocratic behaviour and national development, national security 
agencies and organizations, religious inclinations, democracy, social justice etc. should be held in 
schools and in the public from time to time. 

At hands must be on deck to help to build Nigeria through the laudable and promising input of the 
UBE programme. 
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