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ABSTRACT 
Language, such as English, has positive and far reaching effect in achieving national 

cohesion and stability in the next millennium. Again, in the midst of so many indigenous 
languages in Nigeria, English stands as lingua franca or a common language that exists in 

Nigeria presently. Thus, while English offers effective communication link, Info Tech 
provides the needed gadgets of communication we use within and outside the nation.  In 

the circumstance, this paper examines three major factors  which  include:   -  
The  relationship  between  Info Tech  and  English  as  a language.- The 

link between information and communication gadgets.- The way(s) through which 
English Language and Info Tech can help achieve national stability in the next 

millennium. In this regard, the paper finally raised important issues and concluded 
with some suggestions for achieving national greatness in the next millennium. 

INTRODUCTION 
This paper focuses attention on the use of English Language and Info Tech as a means of 

achieving sustainable democracy and political stability for our nation in the next millennium. 
In the midst of all the languages, both foreign and indigenous ones spoken in Nigeria, English stands 

as the most universal language which can unite the nation. The reason for this glaring fact is that, Nigeria is 
a polyglot society or a nation having many language and numerous dialects. French language is coming in 
gradually. But, it has not toppled English. 

The use of Info Tech in English to achieve optimum progress in Nigeria's politics and democracy is 
an issue of concern in this paper. In terms of abbreviation or brevity, information technology is referred to as 
Info Tech in this write-up. In actual fact, both English language and Info - Tech are among the essential 
legacies which the British colonial administration brought to us through the avenues such as : missionary 
activities, trade transactions, western education ectera, ectera. 

However, Info Tech, with its gadgets of communication, occupies a later period in the history of the 
English language and communication skills in Nigeria. Against this background idea we can now examine 
three essential issues in this paper which include, among other things, the following : 

- The relationship that exists between English as a language and Info Tech. 
- how information and communication gadgets are connected. 
- The English language and Info Tech as tools for achieving sustainable democracy and 
political 
stability in the next millennium. 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INFO TECH AND ENGLISH AS A LANGUAGE. 
In actual fact, Info Tech and English language are closely related because they involve 

communication. Without a language, there will be no obvious information and communication skills. 
Thus, the two terms, "language and Info Tech" are interrelated. This is because as we speak to 

people , We inform and communicate our ideas to them. Actually, we do this through listening, speaking, 
reading and writing skills. Again, we speak through the gadgets of communication which we refer to as Info 
Tech. 

LANGUAGE 



By concept, language is a vehicle of communication which has become man's most essential 
attainment and which more than anything else, makes remarkable distinction between man and animal 
kingdom, Obanya, P. et al (1981). COMMUNICATION: 

In a similar perspective communication is a process of passing information or message through 
words, letters, telephone calls or radio programmes. Sincerely, communication is language expression in this 
direction, Hornby, A. S. (1995). 

HOW INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION GADGETS ARE LINKED. 
Through language components of communication, we speak to our audience. At certain times, we 

use some information channels. In other words, for our communication to be effective and meaningful, we use 
some basic gadgets of information to interact with people within and outside the nation. It is important, in this 
write-up to examine a few of Info Tech gadgets, their functions and probable periods of introducing them 
into our nation. 

 
 
  

 



 
INFO TECH AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE AS TOOLS FOR ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE 
DEMOCRACY AND POLITICAL STABILITY IN NIGERIAN. 

Without mincing words, the role of Info Tech and English as a common and official language in 
Nigerian situation cannot be disputed. 

It is important to note here that the constitution, the policies and programmes of the three tiers of 
our governments are carried out through Info Tech, using the English language as the only unifying 
factor. 

Again, socioeconomic activities, religious programmes, political and educational realities of a 
nation such as Nigeria are based on Info Tech of the nation, let alone the language use. 

And in the words of Treen et al as Adekunle, M. (1985) cited, the English Language is the 
dominant language of medicine, electronics and space technology, the language of international business 
and advertising, the language of radio, television and film programmes etc. This is, actually, the major 
issue of concern in this paper. 

INFO TECH AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE ORGANOGRAM OF GOVERNMENTAL INTERRACT1ONS 
IN NIGERIA. 

It is relevant here to see at a glance, how the various arms of governments can interact within and 
outside the nation through Info Tech and English as a universal language. We can examine the 
organogram below: 

 



Looking at the above diagrams, we find out that if all the arms of governments, the judiciary, the army, the 
police government parastatals and masses can interact, communicate and share common views through the 
use of Info Tech and a common language, sustainable democracy and political greatness would be 
achieved. 

COMPONENTS OF COMMUNICATION 
There are two major components which include Decoding and Encoding with their sub- divisions as 

I. ___ Reading and listening for information. 
II. __ Speaking and writing for communication. 

Decoding means analysis and interpretation of electronic signals through reading the language sounds and 
visual symbols, Hornby, A. S. (1995). It involves reading and listening which is simply referred to as 
association of sounds with symbols in a language. 
It is important to note that reading, among others, is an essential component of language and 
communication skills, Nwosu, R. N. (1997). Furthermore, reading is part of a complex information processing 
system, Obah, T. Y. (1985). We read a word, we listen to its sound. Then, we have sound and symbol 
elements. This is the function of decoding device which deals with identification of written words and shows 
the relationship between sound and printed symbol or grapheme. 

ENCODING 
Implies a system of speaking and putting the encoded message into written form, Sykes, J. P. (1976). 

-In fact, English Language, like other Language, is under the decoding and encoding system because it 
involves speaking ( or phoneme) and writing skills; listening and reading skills respectively. Thus, the 
importance of Info tech and communication skills cannot be over emphasised. 

CONCLUSION 
From all indications, Info Tech and English language cannot be separated in terms of the progress of 

a nation such as Nigeria. 
In addition to computer and internet services, among others governments televised broadcasts or 

speeches, news items and programmes, announcements etc, are carried out through appropriate Info Tech 
gadgets and effective language. 

Essentially, both public and private media houses would require financial support from viewers, 
governments, well-meaning individuals, cooperate bodies, voluntary organizations etc. 

This venture would help ensure quality Info Tech programmes. Similarly, quality programmes and a 
common language expression would lead to smooth communication, perfect interactions, mutual 
understanding, peace and unity of the nation. 

And consequently, sustainable democracy and political stability would be ensured in the next 
millennium. 
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