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Abstract 

In this article, the writer examines some social functions of the English 
Language. He first takes a look into the evolvement of English Language in 
Nigeria. He then looks into what constitutes a language itself thereby 
relating language to communication and at the same time exposes their 
different implications. This leads to the concept of social reconstruction 
with special emphasis on Nigeria's experience through its unique 
composition. Finally the paper delves into the various ways social 
reconstruction can be achieved and the various levels at which English 
language can help a nation like Nigeria achieve this, 

Introduction 
Of all the legacies left by the colonial masters, English language remains the most endurable. 

Though the intention of the colonial masters is not to use English language as a means of development in 
Nigeria, it was basically meant to aid their rampaging of African culture thereby making Africans 
thinking British. This assertion is in agreement with the thought of Brigg (1972) that; "the first thing to 
do if you want to take the people's culture from them is to first take their language from them". 

English language since then has become a veritable means of communication in Nigeria. The 
first thing to show that someone has formal education in Nigeria is the person's ability to speak an 
impeccable English. In fact, people do misconstrue fluency in English for brilliance, this probably 
accounts for the unhealthy, premature enrolment of children into nursery / primary school. In Nigeria 
today, employees prefer applicants with good command of the English language probably because 
they believe the employees are their link to the outside world and the world today is a world of 
communications. 

A recent research into the labour market prospect of university graduates in Nigeria reveals 
that employees are afraid to employ Nigerian graduates because, among other reasons the Nigerian 
graduate is ill-prepared to communicate effectively. This revelation underscores the importance of 
English language in Nigeria. 

According to Umoru-Onuha(2002) "it is not also an overstatement to say that language as 
a medium of communication will to a very large extent determine the success or otherwise of an 
educational programme, and thus its level of accountability. Therefore, the proficiency of people in 
English language which is the official language of the nation will not only affect the people in their day 
-to-day interaction, it will affect how they will contribute to the growth of the nation. This is because 
individual is saddled with the responsibility of communicating his/her feelings, ideas to the outside 
world, he/she will need to understand other people's feelings and ideas too, the combination of these 
make or mar the nation. 

In an attempt to determine how English language can become a means of social 
reconstruction, we need to find answers to the following questions: 

1. What is language? 
2. What is Communication? 
3. What is Social Reconstruction? 
4. Social Reconstruction: What Role for English language? 

Language 
There have been many futile attempts at finding one universally acceptable definition for 

language. The essence of language according to Umoru-Onuha (2002) lies in its being the major 
vehicle of human interaction and relationship. Language makes human beings distinct from other 
creatures, not that other creatures do not communicate, using language in some other ways, but they do 
not use language as human beings do. Language.makes human existence meaningful. Oneness of 
language promotes unity and cohesion, when people clearly understand themselves, they could spring 
surprises as this may explicitly establish by the Biblical Tower of Babel project. 

Language according to Oxford English Dictionary, Volume HI (1989) is defined as, "the 
whole body of words and methods of combination of words used by a nation, people or race". The 



relevance of language is obviously reflected in the register of each discipline. Each of the discipline 
uses language that is peculiar to the group, the operation of that group is better enhanced if all those 
that are involved in bringing the goal of the organization to reality are proficient in communication in 
the specialised language. This was corroborated by David (1997) when he said; " each organization 
also has its own computer languages that must be learnt in order to understand its operation very 
effectively and with ease". 

Therefore, language process is coherent, systematic and all involving. Every man has been 
physiologically programmed to use language. Language can be by "nature "or by "nurture", by 
"nature" if it is one's language at birth or by "nurture" if it is consciously learnt. 

English language therefore is the language bestowed on us in Nigeria by our British colonial 
masters, the language which has now become our official language. It is the language through which 
the government transacts its business, nationally and internationally. It is the language that unites the 
over 120 million people with over 400 languages. It is fast becoming language of worship in many 
religious organizations and recently in some houses; it is the family language as it has become their 
mother tongue. Thus, the language is attaining a higher height by the day and it is the language 
everybody is aspiring to know how to speak or write, infact it is safe to infer that it is language of 
class and pride. 

Communication 
_According to Harrold Laswell in Oyebode (1993); "Communication is who says what, 

when, how and why." This implies that communication involves subjects, one saying something to 
the other. Communication is the process by which something is made known. Communication 
involves all things that can make one to understand what is being said. Communication according to 
Oyebode (1993) has to do with the ability of the speaker to make the receiver get necessary 
information from the speaker. This was improved upon by Akinmade (1996) when he countered 
Oyebode's "speaker concept" by replacing it with communication. This was informed by the fact 
that one could communicate without opening one's mouth, so nothing is said, meanwhile, raising up 
two cleft fingers in "V" shape means "victory". 

Language according to Adegoju (2002) is a means of communication. The language issue is 
important in human communication because it is used according to Umoru-Unoha (2000)"to put into 
words or to express feeling, ideas etc" . Communication according to Cambridge International 
Dictionary of English (2002) "is to give successfully (thoughts, feelings, ideas or information) to 
others through speech, writing, bodily movements or signals". 

Communication involves not just an individual but at least two persons (Folarin, 1998). In 
other words for communication to be real and effective there must be a sender and a receiver in a 
process-which is the use of language. In the case of the nation, the government may be the sender, 
the people the receiver through oral (radio or television) or written (memos, letters, newspapers). 
Thus, the message is effectively passed when it elicits the right response this is tied to the senders' and 
the receivers' communication ability. 

What is Social Reconstruction? 
One talks of reconstruction when one admits that the already existing structure is no longer 

befitting or is no longer performing the purpose for which it was meant (Ojo , 2002). hi other words, 
reconstruction is necessary in order to bring a system to its acceptable status. According to 
Cambridge International Dictionary of English (2002), "reconstruction is the process of building or 
creating something again that has been damaged or destroyed". The reconstruction of a country 
after a war is the process of returning it to the good state that it was in before the war by 
making its economy grow again and by building things such as towns and factories again that have 
been destroyed or damaged.  

Every nation according to Adebandele (1999) must embark on self editing of all facets of her 
life and see if they are in consonance with what are obtainable in a standard system. This assertion 
was corroborated by Ojetunji (1999) when he predicted doom for nations that wallow in  

complacency as this many stagnate their progress for too long. Reconstruction should not be an 
accidental venture, but a carefully planned project with a clear goal. 

In the real sense of it, Nigeria had reconstructed the destruction and damage that follow the 
civil war of the 60s yet the relics of its implications still stare at us. If Nigeria now needs to 
reconstruct, it is obviously important to know that it is not as a result of the civil war alone. The 



political instability experienced in Nigeria has brought decay into the system, successive governments 
in Nigeria- military or civillian- termed themselves corrective regimes with the major intention of 
economic and social reconstruction. 

In the words of Goldstein (1973) "there is no nation that has not deviated at a point in time 
from the basic paths of development as a result of heated political and economic environment that 
may eventually be resolved." Here, the issue of what is destroyed is a deviation from what is already 
conceived and the need to return not just to the old pattern but to a standard form. Nigeria has 
experienced physical and non-physical deterioration of her value system. The qualities of what make a 
nation have eluded Nigeria as people point to decay everywhere. There is hardly any aspect of the nation 
that does not require reconstruction. The President of Nigeria, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo in his year 
2003 independence anniversary broadcast agreed that the nation needs urgent reconstruction when he 
asserted that," the major task of this government is to reconstruct Nigeria of our dream of which every 
Nigerian will be a proud citizen." 

Therefore, national reconstruction is taking the nation to achieve the situation where things 
work the way they should. Reconstruction can be achieved through: 
i Goal setting: This is a situation where the nation sets a goal for her reconstruction .The 

goals become the challenges ahead, the goal should be both long term and short term. The 
short term goal will eventually help in achieving the long term goal. 

ii System Evaluation: The nation must have a system that assesses the progression of the 
reconstruction . This evaluation process is put in place to check occasional derailment and 
excesses. 

iii. Process flow: The process of reconstruction must be a flowing process that is not hindered by any 
factor. Thus, all factors that could hinder its smooth operation should be avoided. Reconstruction 
should be a continuous process, since there is no society that is stagnant, you can never reach the 
'peak in anything, there is always need for advancement. 

iv. Orientation / Re-orientation: All the people that will participate directly or indirectly, all the 
people that will benefit directly or indirectly from the reconstruction task must be orientated on 
the task ahead and be made to submit to the effects of the new course which may not be initially 
palatable. 

Social Reconstruction: Role of English Language 
Accepting an indigenous language as Nigeria's national language today looks bleak. The 

only recourse we have today is to accept and use English as the lingua franca. As at today, English 
language remains the major medium of communication among the people. Therefore, in a period of 
social reconstruction, English language has taken its position as one of the tools with which 
reconstruction will take place. English language according to Animashaun and Ibileye (2000) has 
two major levels at which English it can be used for the purpose of communication viz.; 

(a) The standard English or English for administrative purposes. 
(b) The pidgin, which is an adaptation  / adulteration of the English used predominantly in the 

urban areas by the literates arid the illiterates. 
According to Ibidapo (2001) in his discourse on the effects of governmental innovative in 
moves, wrote among other . things that "social reconstruction is being enhanced greatly by 
effective communication process through adequate language". Thus, English language which has 
remained the most widely used language in the world remains a veritable tool in the hand of the 
government. 

Smith (1995) reports that English has a vantage position in the social reconstruction of the 
nation as it becomes the means through which the people can interact, express their feelings and 

means through which the government and all other agents involved in the reconstruction process 
interact and get through to the people. English can perform these roles through: 

Major Means of Communication 
- In Nigeria today, English language is the means by which the government passes information, 

order and instruction to the people. The government resorts most of the time to the use of the 
simplest form of the language and in some occasions uses the pidgin English so that majority of 



the people could better understand the message.  Thus, today, the means by which anybody can 
communicate in writing to the government is through the use of English language. Social 
reconstruction relies heavily on English language at getting    to the people by which the value 
system is passed   to the people. 

- English  the  Language  of Administration:     From  colonial  era  till  date,  all  
forms  of 
administrative   undertaking   are   done   in   English.   Government   records,   open   
or   secret, 
correspondence, announcement and so on are carried out in English. 

English The Language of Instruction: Apart from the first 3 years of studentship at the public 
primary school, English is used for purpose of instruction at all levels of our education system. It 
is a fact and that during study of our indigenous language, English has always been used for 
explanatory purpose. Not only that, three quarters of secondary school students can neither write 
their indigenous language clearly nor read them fluently if they can attempt at all. 

- English The language of Legislation:   In Nigeria today, the affairs of the National and State 
Assemblies are conducted in English. Rules, regulations, laws, edicts,  decrees for social 
reconstruction are well media: Most programmes transmitted by the radio and television are done 
in English, mass media. The reason is simple; to cater for the interest of various heterogeneous 
groups. 

- English As a Language of Text Books: Since English remains our national language, Nigeria 
may still have to depend on the use of English in the authorship of textbooks. All books that are 
needed at educating the people towards achieving social reconstruction are written in English 
language. 

- English As a Language of Public Debate, Symposium and Lecture: In the conduct of public 
debate, symposium, lectures on social reconstruction issues   English is used for the purpose. 

- English the language of Information, Education and Communication (IEC) Materials: Most 
of the IEC materials- stickers, handbills, souvenirs etc- that will be used for mass education on 
social reconstruction are produced in English so as to cut across tribes and nations. 

- English The language of Letters and Recording of Meeting Procedures:  All official letters, 
memos, proposals, reports are written in English language. Today, a child prefers writing to his 
father in English than in his indigenous language. Minutes of meetings are often recorded in 
English though the proceedings may be held in mother tongue of the members. 

- English The Language of International Politics and Diplomacy: Nations interact with one 
another in various languages. English language is the most widely spoken language in the world. 
Thus in the course of reconstructing the nation, communication with the outside world is mostly 
done in English language. Thus, the likes of Professors Wole Soyinka and Chinua Achebe, who 
are literary giants, are always needed by most Nigerian governments in the area of international 
diplomacy and politics. The'image of the nation abroad goes a long way at determining the level 
of cooperation the country will enjoy from the outside world and this will to a large extent affect 
her social reconstruction task. 

          Conclusion 
We have invariably discovered from the above discourse that English language because of its 

importance in helping to educate the populace on the intention of the government reconstruction bid 
and on the process and eventual benefits, has become a veritable means of social reconstruction. 

No matter how properly conceived an idea may be, if not well communicated will be 
become impotent and unfruitful. A properly conceived idea or policy of the government in any part 
of governance must be passed to the populace with the best communication process possible 

Therefore, there can never be a better way to reconstruct the country than to put up 
programmes that will re-orientate the people, change their attitude and re-position them for a better 



and a greater deal and these will best be done through effective communication. The people that need 
to interact together, educate others and respond to the new innovation will do so in English 
language. Thus, English language is a veritable communication means through which a nation like 
Nigeria can attain her social reconstruction feat. 
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