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This paper deals with the report of the place of Vocational Technical Education, of which. 
Home Economics is a part, and Educational Technology in a nation building in Nigeria, Home 
Economics Education plays vital roles in nation building in developing the right calibre of 
manpower in any last developing nation. Technology is a very important contributor to good 
home making. This paper identified various categories of technology that can be found or used 
effectively in the home. Finally conclusion and recommendations were made. 

Introduction 
The present economic climate in Nigeria, which is characterized by collapsing business urbanizations 

unemployment, poverty and generally low standard of living has turned the attention of the citizenry to the issue of 
sustainable means of development and survival. National development according to Okorie {1995), depicts increase in 
scientific, industrial, technological and productivity with its attendant emphasis on agriculture, industrialization and 
perhaps mineral wealth. Apparently, there •ate been suggestions that literary education had constituted a check in the 
development of the nation. 

in view of this, vocational education has been identified as a vital form of education for the advancement of the 
status of the nation in a Variety of sectors (Iloh, !997) 

Concept Of Vocational Education 
In America, the signing of the Smith-Hughes Act in I 9 l  7 justified and encouraged Vocational 

•Education as an integral part of the individual's total education, with programmes related to Agriculture, 
home Economics, Trade and Industrial occupations (Lazerson, 1979). As part of general education,  
Vocational Education whose primary purpose is to prepare persons for useful employment in recognized 
occcupaions, (Oranu, (992; Okoro, I993) and thus fits the person into the intricate experiences of the 

real world through the acquisition of relevant knowledge and skills (Okogba, 199I). Aderomi (I997), 
Vocational Education as that aspect of the total education process that focuses on individual 

occupations while Olaitan (1986) states that Vocational Education is concerned with the development of 
-.ills, knowledge and attitudes necessary for success in any occupation. 

Vocational Technical Education is that aspect of education that gives its recipients an •opportunity to 
acquire practical skills as well some basic scientific knowledge (National Policy on education, 1981) which fit the 
individual for gainful employment in a recognized occupation as semi-ski Ned workers or technicians or technicians or 
sub-professionals (Pudding, 1994). 

Vocational Education could therefore be regarded as that aspect of education which provides the recipient with 
the basic knowledge and practical ski l ls  needed for entry into the world of work as employees or as self-employed. It 
nurtures skills thai are necessary for agricultural, industrial, commercial and economic development and thus builds a 
self-reliant nation (Obinne, 1999). 

In effect, Vocational Education is the education that is focused on building a self-reliant society. 

Home Economics Is A Skill Oriented Course.  
And the effective implementation of this subject at all levels of education must take cognizance of this and 

expose students to extensive practical experiences while still emphasizing theory. This demands that there should be 
a good supply of both consumable and non-consumable teaching materials. Evidence however abound that there is 
serious scarcity of facilities for teaching Home Economics at all levels of Education (Anyakoha, 2001). 

II has been observed that unemployed people resort to all sorts of various i l l s  l i ke  stealing and overcrowding urban 
centres seeking for jobs. Some smoke marijuana or become drug addicts, which may lead to various psychological 
problems that often make them lunatics or victims of other mental illnesses. 

Home Economics Education plays a vital role in developing the right calibre of manpower in any fast 
developing nation,. For the nation to meet its philosophy of self-actualization, free democratic and self-sufficient nation 
in this technological age, the place of Home Economics Education must be re-emphasized. Nwachukwu (2001) 
described Technology as a very important contributor to good home making. 

The new Oxford Dictionary Of English defined technology as the application of scientific knowledge for 
practical purposes especially in industry. 

Mankind has always derived pleasure and comfort in any environment where facilities that make life 
worthwhile, are provided. For this reason, man's living conditions are powerfully influenced by the ease and speed of 
his adaptation to home environment and the rate is accomplished using facilities which are products of newer 
technologies. These technologies exist in the home in different categories; including entertainment technology, 
electrical services technology, food preservation technology as well as prevention and maintenance technologies within 
the efficiency limits is very much dependent on their management techniques in the home. In short, technology is the use 



of knowledge to solve practical problems. 
Entertainment technologies employ those equipment in the home. They are useful for providing social services. 

Such equipment include the television set, the video machine, the radio set and the stereo set. Electrical services 
technologies include electric generators, pressing iron, water heater, cookers, bell, fan and air-conditioners. 

food preservation technology includes refrigerators and deep freezers, flasks and coolers while preservation 
and maintenance technologies include stabilizers, fuses, single and multiple control switches. 

The principal function of technology provide major services in the home. These services come in the form of 
light, motorized facilities such as blenders, fans that help to cool the body and water pumps. These technologies 
provide very useful services in the home, thus making the home a worthwhile place to stay. 

Food preservation technologies include the refrigerators, deep freezers, flasks and coolers. Through the use 
of appropriate strategies, these facilities help families to preserve and manage family feeding. The prevention and 
maintenance technologies are also very useful for the proper and effective home management. These include stabilizers, 
fuses, single and multiple control switches which prevent appliances from damage, as a result of mainline, disturbance 
by way of either sudden surge of current or when the supply line is shut or bridged. The stabilizer line or fuse when 
there is a sudden surge and by so doing protect the main appliance from being damaged, by the impending 
disturbance. In the same vein, the stabilizer regulates the amount of current fed into the appliance in order to 
prevent over loading or under loading of the appliance. 

The control switches help to distribute electric current appropriately and according to the ratings of these 
appliances. This prevents undue damages. The control switches also provide major access lo proper distribution of 
light shades according to the ratings at each light point. 

The Place Of Home Economics In Nation Building 
These include. 

Training of manpower for a variety of the nation's socio/economic sectors. 
Development of occupational competence. 
Acquisition of practical and entrepreneurial skills for self-employment. 
Maintenance of economic, and social well being for the survival of the society. 
Production  of Home  Economics teachers of vocational  of skills with  marked  flexibility.  
versatility and competence. 

Training Manpower For A Variety Of The Nation's Socio-Ecoiiomic Sectors 
In Nigeria, the march towards sustainable development and survival requires trained manpower, particularly in applied sciences 

technology and commerce, that will take care by the two targeted segments of the economy; agriculture and industry. Shortage of 
manpower created of" the "bookish system' in Nigerian education necessitated the inclusion of Vocational Education in the National 
Policy on Education (Aniagboso, 1993). Nwandu (1997) reported that through effective Vocational Education, a nation could produce 
skilled manpower like agriculturists, Home Economists, technologists, artisans, administrators and secretaries that will help-reliant 
nation. In consonance with this view, Olawepo (1992) asserts that for the economic and technological growth of a nation, functional 
education in the form of vocational technical education is a necessity. A couple of nations that are economically-powerful and 
self-reliant have their success predicated on their wisdom in investing in vocational, technical education, which produced the needed 
manpower. 

Acquisition of practical and entrepreneurial skills for self-employment is the bane of our society today can be eradicated by 
vocational education for youths. Aniagboso (1993) contended that successive governments of Nigeria have developed awareness of the 
importance of technology to a developing nation and the importance of equipping the youth with employable skills to minimize the 
problem of unemployment, hence the emphasis on Vocational Education. Oranu (1998) speculated that by the 21 s '  Century the Nigerian 
population of about 100 million now would have increased to about 260 million, engendering a high rate of unemployment and 
increasing the number of people seeking specialized skills. 

This no doubt creates demands for skilled manpower in Technical - Vocational Education. The curriculum content of Vocational 
Education equips the recipient with entrepreneurial skills needed for establishing their own enterprises. This encourages the 
development of self-confidence of an individual. The fallowings are seventeen entrepreneurial businesses in Home Economics; 
Interior Designs Decorations, Hair Dressing/barbing, Fashion Designing/Tailoring; Restaurants, Bakery/Catering, Garri processing 
local Brewing/Bottled Kunnu) Tomato Puree making. Carpet making, Textile Industries, Animal Farming E. g. Goat, poultry, Snailry 
and Cosmetic Industry (Uzoka. 1999). 

Enhancement Of Technological Growth And Self-Reliant Society: 
One of the objectives of Nigerian Education as contained in the National Policy on Education (1981) is the 

development of a united, strong and self-reliant nation. Such a nation is one that solves its developmental problems 
using human material resources predominantly sourced from within its borders. Contrary to that objective, 
prevailing technological activities in Nigeria today appear not to carry the stamp of an indigenous technology 
because most of the technology is imposed from outside and largely foreign to us. The technology is lacking in local 
root. 

In the light of that prevailing circumstances that quest for technological growth and self-reliance should be 
matched with corresponding progress in technical and vocational education (Onah, 1997). A burning desire for 
self-reliance, betterment of human life and technological development will take among other things a good 
educational system to transform our intentions to realities. This is possible with vocational education of which Home 
Economics is a part. If Nigerians are to benefit fully from modern technology, people must have to be trained and 
retrained for jobs and Vocational Technical Education courses are essential if such modern technology is to be utilizes 



to her advantage (Agumuo, 1989). 
The problems of food shortage and use of hard earned foreign exchange for importation of basic food items will 

become history in Nigeria if Home Economics which is a part of Vocational Education is properly placed. 

Conclusion 
Development and survival 'of any society requires the harnessing of both human and material resources by 

skilled hand. The training of the skilled labour can only be achieved through effective education. 

Vocational Education provides (he skilled manpower needed for economic, technological and social well-being of 
the society, promotes occupational competence and self-employment, produces a self-reliant nation as well as trains teachers 
of vocational education. Realizing the importance of Home Economics Education to every man and women in the 
society, the following recommendations are made: 

(1) Home Economics Education curriculum for training instructors/teachers need to be monitored 
and revised to accommodate any area of study with the development technology. 

(2) The curriculum planners and policy makers should accord home economics education its 
rightful position both in educational policies and school curriculum. 
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