RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND NATION BUILDING

Rev. Fr. Dr. G. M. A, Adedeji

Abstract

Christian God is only one despite (he three persons are one in essence. He-nee. God
intends unity in building a nation despite differences in culture, weather, and polities.
Religion builds a nation into unity. Despite differences in mode of practices and
belief, religion holds national diversity and brings people together as a nation, in
nation building, religion is the source of national reconciliation, tolerance, education
and communion. We submit that religion can inform, and transform people by
education into responsible citizens who are tolerant of other's belief and practices.
Religion is therefore a force in nation building by shaping and directing the people in
peace and justice.

Introduction

God has in Himself (he unity of all purposes. God's unity of purpose is meant to build the
universe. He created all things and united all things to Himself. Whatever exists, exists, in God and
for God. God is a symbol of unity and the Master builder. God makes it possible for every created
thing to have connection one way or the other with one another. Take for instance, human beings and
plants Oxygen is essential to sustain life in the animal kingdom while carbon dioxide is very important
to keep plants alive. We human beings inhale oxygen and breathe out carbon dioxide while plants
lake in carbon dioxide and give out oxygen. In a way animals and plants share life together that way.

God's purpose for unity manifests itself in many ways. The act of creation is one. liven
though there are so many planets, they are under God's domain as head and ruler of all. The
universe is an interconnected network with its unifying factors. The environment is one of these
factors that brings everything together both living and non-living things. Atmospheric weather
condition plays its own role too in its contact with everything in the same environment. H is God's
will that every created thing should be inter-related one way or the other God's unity embracing His
creation.

God's building .reflects in the family unity and it shows the society and community unity.
Family unity is the beginning of nation building. A nation is made up of many united families. If
there is disjointedness, disarray, and disunity in the families of a nation, the nation itself will not
enjoy unity, happiness, justice, and peace. God purposefully intends unity of His people as it has
reflected in an individual. One body is built up with many parts and every part of a body has its own
function. No part of a body functions separately without connection with other parts of the body, (1
(/or. 12:12-20). As the body and soul are united in a body, likewise, God builds His family of
people, society of families, community of societies, and a nation of communities to be united
together.

God endowed every human being with religious spirit mind, soul. body, and nature in order
to know Him, to worship Him and to serve Him. It is a grace and a gift to know God in order to
worship and serve Him through others and with others. Where two or more people come together in
my name, there 1 am in their midst, says Jesus Christ. (MI. 18:19-20). We arc not all that too
surprised then, the religious leaders advocate unity in building up of a nation. (CSN, 2000:16).

The religious role in nation building will be discussed under the following subheadings:
Reconciliation Religious Tolerance Religious Education, and
National Communion
Reconciliation

Nigeria being a large and extensive nation, she has diversity of culture, many social dimensions,

political ideologies, countless number of religions, and many ethnic groups. To this end. there is great

need to reconcile all these endowments and gifts of the nation for her growth, development, and

education. By reconciliation we mean understanding and acceptance of our differences. The

knowledge of our differences and acceptance of them will facilitate and promote

our rapport and good relationship.

The spirit of reconciliation will bring us together as brothers and sisters. It eliminates
political not, social inferiority, religious bias, cultural intolerance and sectionalism in education.
wiith reconciliation of our differences in all aspects of our nationhood, we see ourselves as one
nation that should live together in harmony and peace.



Reconciliation  makes education policy ofa nation possible without fear and
cultural
‘discrimination. It leads the citizens to freedom and nation wide security.  Indeed, it promotes
political democratization and social justice. Reconciliation as we wish to put it, helps us to stay
together as Nigerian Catholic Bishops rightly proposed and supported by many Nigerian religious
leaders:
To stay together, and it seems there is a near consensus on that matter there are a few
issues that must be squarely addressed. These include: the need for the practice of
true Federalism which recognizes diversity in unity, the right of citizenship of every
Nigerian in any and every part of Nigeria, maintaining a genuine federal character in
all federal institutions, including the judiciary, the military, the police and the civil
service, without losing track of the value of merit and competence. To stay together.
Nigerians must imbibe a true democratic culture, embrace (he principles of popular
democracy, respect the fundamental rights of very citizen, including the freedom of
association, the freedom of expression, the freedom of the press, the right of dissent, the
right to basic amenities of life, and the right to aspire to any and every office in the
land, (Catholic Bishops' Conference of Nigeria, December 1, 1998:8-9).

To keep our nation together this time around, the war we need to Sight is not by gun and
bomb (like in the civil war that destroyed so many lives and material resources) but by the
sacrament of reconciliation, the 'gun, bomb, and the bullets' are: understanding, acceptance,
education and compassion. The fruits of this type of war are: unity, freedom, development and

justice. With the mind and spirit of reconciliation, Nigerians should turn a new leaf and relate better
with one another.

Religious Tolerance
Religious intolerance in Nigeria is so naked that is known to everybody as observed by the

Nigerian Bishops:

We should also mention the gap between ethnic groups that engender suspicious and

fears. There are also serious cases of conflict among various religious groups arising

not from religion itself but abuse of religion for their selfish agenda. We urge

Nigerians as individuals and groups to address these issues urgently for an enduring

peace to reign in our land, (Catholic Bishops of Nigeria, March, 2000).

There are so many religious affiliations in Nigeria. each religious group claims superiority
and authenticity of their belief. There are three major faith groups we can identify. They are: African
Traditional Religion (A. T. R.). Islamic Faith, and Christianity. Each of these three major groups
identified above has fashions and sets. For instance, in Christian faith, we have the Protestant, the
New Religious Movements and the Catholic Church while the Muslim has four schools of thought.
In African Traditional Religion, we have so many modes of worshiping, and many small ‘gods® but
then, they are all under one title (A. T. R.).

Meticulously, we observe that, the religious groups behave as if they have different gods whereas
there is only one Holy and Supreme God who is the Lord of all and the Creator of heaven and earth.
From Him we have our being and to Him we all belong, he is the Sustainer and Ruler of the whole
universe. He is the beginning and the end. I le is the source of our lives. We shall all return to Him.
Hence, we should worship Him in unity, truth and in spirit as the Scripture says, and the Divine
Being demands, (Jh. 4:23). This mode of worship calls for reconciliation and tolerance. The Muslim
faith (Islam) rests on five pillars:

Muslims believe in One, Unique, Incomparable God; in the Angels created

by Mini, in the prophets through whom His revelations were brought to

mankind; in the day of Judgment and individual accountability for actions;

in God's complete authority over human destiny and in life after death.
*(Islamic Affairs Department. 1989).

If we worship one supreme God (as noted above) then the God of the Christian is not
supreme than the God of the Muslim. Neither is the God of the Muslim better and supreme than the
God worshipped and glorified by the adherents of African Traditional Religion. There is need to
understand and accept one another and allow peace to reign in our relationships. In this vein Pastor
Kumuyi is right when he says that:



Today, we seek a nation we can call our own: a plaee that will be home to all. We
desire an atmosphere of peace and prosperity, security of life and property, freedom of
worship and movement; we yearn for justice and equity, unity and tranquility,
economic emancipation, technological breakthrough, stable polity, civilization
wholly anchored on the principle of godliness. Above all we seek spiritual revival that
will liberate hordes of dying souls, deliver those bound in chain®; and fetters by the
great enemy. Noble as these aspirations are, we cannot go too far without consulting
the Pathfinder to a virile nationhood, (Kumuyi, October, 2000: 3-4.

The Pathfinder to a virile nationhood is nobody else God of unity, understanding,
compassion, justice, and peace. Who does not tolerate us but accepts us as sinful as we are: with
reconciliation and religious tolerance, our aspiration for our nation will be possible as "God is
saying that countries are built on the character of their people"”, (Ibid). Perhaps what we need lo
facilitate our intention and actualize our struggle for a peaceful and a united nation is our next
discussion, namely, religious education.

Religious Education

Education is the key to knowledge, wisdom, insight, and understanding. It battles stupidity
and eliminates ignorance. Information and formation occur through and by education of the mind and
body. Mora! and disciplinary education of a nation cannot be overemphasized. It promotes good and
mutual relationship, communal and community growth. Manhood and maturity are guaranteed through
and by moral and disciplinary education. By and large religion takes a high significant level in moral
and disciplinary education of a nation. "The need to give a sound moral and religious upbringing
brings to the fore the indispensable role of the Church in education, a role which has been
compromised by the government take-over of schools in many States of the Federation". (Catholic
Bishops of Nigeria, September, 1997).

Education begins from childhood and continues till the very moment of death. When a child is
denied a moral and disciplinary education, a nation is at the same time denied of her future peace, justice,
understanding and mutual relationship of her citizens. As the scripture puts it, such a nation is built on
sand rather than a solid rock; it will one day collapse and fall. The reasons for this our claim is rightly
noticed by Paul Avallone when he wrote on the moral and religious training by St.

John Bosco:
Christian education takes in the whole aggregate of human life, physical, and
spiritual, intellectual and moral, individual, domestic and social, not with a view of
reducing it in any way, but in order to elevate, regulate and perfect it in accordance
with the example and teaching of Christ. Hence the true Christian, product of
Christian education, is the supernatural man who thinks, judges and acts constantly
and consistently in accordance with right reason illumined by the supernatural light of

the example and teaching of Christ; in other words, to use the current term, the true
and finished man of character, (Avallone, 1965:51).

Moral and religious education cannot be neglected in the life of the people, and in the
building of our nation. Since it is a life-long process, we hereby suggest that there should be on
going debates, seminars, symposium, conferences, work-ships, and talks to educate and enlighten the
people, (Fayomi, 1993: 66). Parents, political and religious leaders should educate our children, youths,
and the generality of the people by the personal examples. In their roles as parents and leaders, they
should relate mutually and communally with the spirit of openness, sincerity, and trust.

Africans arc known and respected for (heir community orientation. They live together as a
family with the spirit of brotherhood and sisterhood. The young ones treal (he eiders with due
respect and the elders accept the shortcomings of their children with the spirit of compassion and
understanding. Life and living experience of the elders educate (he young ones and illuminate their
ways of life. Education, therefore, is a meeting point where parents and children share life
experience together. Parents have much to learn from their children as good teachers learn from their
students. At the same lime, children must know that the works of our elders arc words of wisdom to
be treasured, cherished, preserved and internalized. After all, 'How can we give what we don't
possess, or teach if we haven't learned? (Gilbert, 1996: 36).

Family education leads and promotes communal education and communal education is the
underlying principle for communal solidarity. In (urn, communal solidarity is a solid foundation for
the building of a nation. It is in this wise we can now talk of national corporate body where



everybody is working towards (he achievement of national goals. As an Ex-President of America
once said, every citizen should think of what he/she can do to build the nation rather than his/her
personal gain from the nation.

Whatever a nation becomes, becomes the responsibility of all. When a nation lacks moral
standard and is full of vices, they all take responsibility for it rather than pointing accusing fingers to
some people. Then it is equally the duly of all to find solutions to their national problems. In this
regard reconciliation and acceptance come in place, we have all sinned together and we must all
repent for forgiveness as a nation.

The leaders of any progressive nation must take a bold step like the Holy Father, Pope John
Paul If who in a solidarity manner appealed to aggrieved and offended individuals and groups in the
world for the failures of the Church,

The Holy Father. Pope John Paul Il shows (he world who some of the hatred, tension
and bad blood could be reduced and a way opened for dialogue, hi March, (lie Pope,
elaborating "(he day of forgiveness" apologized to aggrieved population of the world
for the shortcomings of the Church. He asked for forgiveness for the church's sins,
which include methods of intolerance and even forms of violence and the lack of
discernment shown by certain Christians in situations when basic human rights have
been violated. Thus he challenged all to a reconciliation of history, a healing of (he

memory of,,peoples and reparation of wrongs perpetuated, (Badejo, March/April
2000: 1),

On behalf of the entire Christian Church and for the Church, the Holy Father, Pope John
Paul 11 established reconciliation, dialogue, mutual relationship, communality, and the spirit of
acceptability between the Church of Christ and the entire universe. Pope John Paul Il is teaching a
lessen we must all learn; nothing else builds a nation than education with humility, reconciliation
with acceptability, communal solidarity with justice and peace.

Conclusion
Religious weapon to build a fortified nation is channeled through prayer, A nation must

team-up as one entity to pray and call on God regardless of the religious affiliation of her citizens.
Be they Muslims or Christians or Adherents of African Traditional Religion, they must all pray
earnestly with one mind for their nation's intentions. If the Lord docs not build the nation, the
builders labour in vain.

Good men had always been concerned for their country. Righteous people.always

desire (he best for their fellow men and nation. ... IT our nation would rise from the

trash-can of her pariah status, from poverty and disease, corruption and social decay,

to a noble and an enviable republic, characterized by peace, prosperity and godliness,

men and women of deep piety must earnestly pray. They must gird (heir prayer
mantle and intercede for the land (Kumtiyi. October, 2000: 4).

Through prayer knowledge is acquired from Good because the word of God educates the mind and
forms it, "It is education,” wrote John Henry Cardinal Newman, "which gives a man a clear
conscious view of his own opinions and a truth in developing them, an eloquence in expressing

them, and a force in urging them", (Shannahani. Fall 1993: 3). education opens the door to
reconciliation of all humankind to God and to one another; this in deed is the threshold to nation

budding with progress, justice and peace through reconciliation, acceptance of one another, and
communal solidarity.
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