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Abstract 
Restructuring is not limited to the physical use of material and financial resources. It also 
involves the inputs of people through constructive suggestion and participation in the 
affairs oF" their states, through some shared, and cherished values and culture. A 
society devoid of 'people with good values and access to information is likely (o be a 
willing tool for destruction and violence. The history of Nigeria is replete with such 
problems as recently witnessed in Plateau, Kano and Nassarawa Stales and the desire to 
prevent them and help reconstruct it through positive attitude is the basis of this paper, 
and the main instrument to employ is that of political education. 

Introduction 
Nigeria has often been described as an artificial construct considering the disparate ethnic 

groups and entities that make up the society. This artificial structure revealed its negative 
implication early after independence in i960 in form of cultural, religious, ethnic, economic, and 
political differences which were exploited by the ruling elites. 

Such peculiar nature and inherent problems associated with the creation of Nigeria has 
brought about what Dibie (2000:2) described as severe and intense political conflict and an 
irrepressible social pluralism that cannot be effectively managed by successive regimes. The recent 
political/religious crises in Plateau, Kano and Nassarawa Stales among the people is an attestation of 
(he low political culture among the people. 

The implication arising from the above is that the general level of Political Development in 
Nigeria has been hindered by these multiple problems of ethnicity, corruption and poverty of 
leadership. As a result, the search for durable political development appears elusive essentially 
because of the non-inspiring attitude of leadership as well as that of the ordinary citizens, who are 
recruited and manipulated by the elites to do their bidding. Most times, national and patriotic 
interests are allowed to suffer as issues are viewed from sectional and parochial points. And where 
interests cannot be accommodated, especially when it borders on political and economic gains 
between the contending ethnic groups (majority and minority or Christian/Islamic groups) nerves arc 
frayed which often leads to outbreak of violence. 

To address this serious problem of insecurity and innate rancour among the people, there is 
need to reorientate the citizens toward appreciating the spirit of brotherhood as well as rekindling 
patriotic zeal. Such orientation is best assured through robust exposure to good knowledge and 
values so as to equip citizens to make good decisions. A people that cannot affect nor influence 
government policies is not ideal. 

Hence, Mhaiki (1981:152) stated that no person or group of people can effectively exercise 
democratic decision making without ever being politically conscious. 

Political And Historical Profile Of Nigeria 
Nigeria as a country according to Dibie (2001:1) represents one of the world's most 

ethnically diverse societies, with over 250 identifiable ethnic groups. It is made up of three large 
ethno-linguistic groups of Hausa - Fulani in the North, the Yoruba in the South-West and the Igbo in 
the South-East, with other countless minority groups constituting a sizeable proportion of the 
country's total population. On account of this, Nigeria's unity is nothing more than a mere veneer.  

The artificial fabrication of the Nigeria society by the British did not after all acknowledge the 
sharp political and geographical differences among the people. One of such physical elements is the 
factor of economic resources and population size which have forced regions and states since 
independence to embark on unhealthy competition, sometimes bringing about total breakdown of law 
and order. 

Such competitive strife affected Nigeria's pattern of governance between the military and civilian 
regimes, [ikeh (1988) staled in this context that the brittle nature of slate institutions as well as low 
intemalization of rules and values has greatly affected our succession plans over the years.  

The inter ethnic strife has further succeeded in destroying the basic fabric of the Nigerian 
Stale. According to Dibie, the attempt at transition to liberal democratic constitutions - in Nigeria in 
the past did not achieve much as they were ruined by anti-democratic actions and rubbished by 
military coups. And this phenomenon of coup plotting which is synonymous \\iili Nigeria's 



political history has been described by Ray Ekpu (1990) as a product of indiscipline. Other forms or 
acts of indiscipline include political/religious violence, thuggery, corruption, apathy and the blind 
pursuit of ethnic and parochial agenda as demonstrated by such ethnic militia groups as Bakassi, 
F.gbesu, Odua Peoples Congress among others. 

These micro and ethnic based groups are product of long years of militarisation in Nigeria. 
What Nigerians have incurred in the process in the culture of violence and political apathy among 
others, with an attendant affect on low respect and confidence on institutions of government. The 
resort to the use of violence by groups is also a manifestation of the desperate desire to satisfy \what 
it is perceived as relative deprivations or in current Nigerian parlance marginalisation. 

Contemporary Social And Political Problems Of Nigeria 
The lo\v level and knowledge of political education among the different ethnic groups has 

seriously affected their attitudes toward government policies and programmes. Ethnic issue has also 
brought general mutual suspicion among the groups and this is why Nwaorgu (1998:113 described 
ethnicity problem as capable of threatening the Nigerian Slate, incidence of political thuggery, 
religious and other crises in Nigeria has often toed an ethnic line with the use of ethnic militia groups 
as witnessed in Plateau, Kano and Nassarawa and Kaduna Stales recently.  

The emergence of a plethora of ethnic groupings with their attendant crises has created a 
situation where the nation appears to be at war with itself, which Nwaorgu regrettable describes as 
"insecurity from within' National unity, stability and development would be a far cry under such a 
situation. 

following the above scenario, the attendant relationship between the diverse groups is often 
frosty, suspicious and at limes, bellicose. Certain imputations are offered to explain this unhealthy 
rapport among the groups with the main reason being that of perceived regional imbalance in 
opportunity and wealth. The struggle to maximise the spoils of political office no doubt has made 
ethnic groupings to intensify campaigns thus resulting in conflicts, gross electoral manipulations, 
social tensions and crimes as well as disillusionment among the elites, which often result in the use of 
instruments of- military coercion to sustain their interest as well as maintain order. 

Military intervention in Nigerian politics is yet another serious political problem confronting 
the state. Their emergence on the corridors of power is more of a spill over or extension of the ethnic 
rivalry among the co-existing groups. There is general contention that with the preponderance of this 
vital power, il would be put to good advantage over other groups. The experience with military 
administrations in Nigeria since independence seemed to support this position. One of the worst 
legacies bequeathed to the society is corruption, a very serious social vice. The phenomenon was 
perpetuated by the military as a fallout of their inefficient administrative style as well as their 
unqualified role or incompetence in politics. 

Political Education - As An Intervening Agent 
The ultimate desire of any society is stability and good political development, which has been 

described by Easton (1971) Almond and Coleman (1969) as depending on some combinations of 
mutual satisfaction felt by participants within the system and the legitimate use of both external and 
internal force. To fulfil this, Fanon (1974) also stated that every responsible government must educate 
the masses politically and effectively so as to secure and enjoy their support.  

It is further expected the when citizens lend their support to the system through active and 
responsible participation, they will be rising to the challenge of recreating their society. Exposure of 
people to critical public issues and affairs is a formidable tool to reconstruct our negative traditional 
behaviour pattern. 

Political Fxlucation is seen here as an intervening agent that can help influence positively the 
value of Nigerians.. With it, the traditional negatives discussed above would be redressed thoroughly, 
and thus lay a basis for a new beginning that will help build patriotic and nationalistic zeal among the 
people. 

The basic objectives of political educailn as enshrined in the NURC (1983) policy document 
are listed as follows: 

(i) To  create     awareness  of the  provision  of the  Nigerian  Constitution  and  the   
need   for 

democracy in Nigeria; 
( i i )         To create adequate and functional political literacy among Nigerians; ( i l l )        To 



sensitise Nigerians on the functions and obligations of Government; (iv)        To make Nigerians fully 
aware of their rights and duties and to respect the rights of others; ( v )          To assist in ill production 
of responsible, well informed and self reliant Nigerian citizens: and ( \ i )         To inculcate right 
values and attitudes for the survival of the individual and the Nigerian 

society. 

Instrument 
The following instrument can bring about desired modification in the altitudes and values of 

the people: 

• School  curriculum   sboud  be  carefully  developed  through   such   subjects   as  social   
studies. 
citizenship education, moral instruction among others. The aim is to correct and modify some 
hold-up traditional preceptions of our parents which   have also acted as drawbacks to genuine 
political developments. 

• In the same vein, emphasis should be on mass and non-formal education through rigorous use of 
media tool to propagate public policies and issues. 

The issues of political education is also likened to that of peace which Jegede (2000:95) slated 
should emphasize such stability factors as role of culture, information, communication and 
partnership among others. Such view is shared by Adeyemi (1990) with a focus on people 
appreciating and sharing common issues that strengthen us instead of those that lead to divide us. 
Information or knowledge is power and once people are enlightened, it will be difficult for political 
elites to manipulate or employ them for selfish and destructive ends, which LIhfortunately has been our 
bane since independence. 

Recommendations 
Given our uninspiring past as a nation, there is sceptism on our future especially as ue desire 

lo consolidate our hope in the nascent democratic experiment. The only hope for now appears lo be 
huge investment on political education and the following suggestions are proposed: 

( i )          Political leadership should be disciplined, transparent and capable or inspiring confidence. 

( i i )  Divisive public policy, issues on religion, state of origin and tribal sentiments be 
de-emphasised. 

( i i i)        Civic Education be introduced and made compulsory at all levels of our educational system 
(iv) Mass political Education through the on-going Universal Basic Education programme should 

be pursued. 
(v) The use of film shows and drama sketches on issues of national importance is appropriate lo 

dramatize and illustrate socials ills. 
(vj) Effort should be made to provide essential social amenities in order to awaken interest in 

acquiring knowledge. 
(vii) Deprivation of all kinds should be reduced if not completely eliminated among the co-existing 

ethnic groups. 

Conclusion 
Political Education as a means is capable of transforming Nigeria's socio-cultural. economic 

and political problems by modifying the divisive traits and values held by the citizens. It will also help 
to devleop a more committed, conscious and patriotic people that can help to strengthen the foundatin 
of the current democratic government experiment. 
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