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Abstract 
In modern society, education is synonymous with development. 
Further by the time a young person gets to the university, he/she would 
have spent a greater part of their life in the nation's system of 
education. In Nigeria, we have stages of schooling system. Such as, 
Nursery Education, Primary Education, Secondary Education and 
Institutions of Higher Learning. To Maduewesi (1999) Nursery 
education is a semi formal education arrangement, usually outside 
the home, whereby young children about the age of three are exposed 
through play like activities in group setting to mental, social and 
physical learning suited to their development age until the mandatory 
age of government approved formal schooling. This paper highlights 
the importance of nursery education in Nigeria and identifies the major 
challenges against the attitude played by the federal, states and local 
governments in Nigeria on nursery education. 

Introduction 
Education is a universal practice or phenomenon engaged in, in all societies at all stages of 

development. It describes the total process of human learning by which knowledge is imparted, 
valuable skills developed and faculties trained. 

As maintained by Emile Durkeim (1950), there is no just one form of education, ideal or 
actual but also several or many forms. This means that just as there are many different societies or 
environments, there are also many different forms of education. Thus, society as a whole, and each 
particular environment or societal setting would normally determine the type of education that suits it. 

The content of the education a citizen received changed gradually as the needs of the society 
began to change. For this reason, in modern society like Nigeria education would border on about 
three areas: 

(a) Meeting society's need. 
(b) Being the means through which young and old could be changed. 
(c) Being the means through which needed social change could be introduced. 

Fafunwa (1974) defines education as the process by which a young child or adult develops the 
abilities and other behavioural forms which are positive or acceptable values to the society in which he 
lives. Education is a process whereby one generation passes onto the next its knowledge and 
wisdom. It is also what prepares young people for their active participation in the maintenance of 
development of our society. Education frees one's mind thereby allowing one to think beyond what 
one is told. 

Thus, education is a process that develops the human mind, the personality, the potentials and 
impart useful and relevant skills to individual thereby enhancing growth of the society. In essence^ 
education prepares the human mind to enable it cope with future challenges. Industry, science and 
technology and their advance are intimately bound up with the process of education. 

The Need for Nursery Education 
There are some who think that nursery education is an unnecessary luxury for education. Such 

people often use their own experience or that of other successful men and women in various 
professions who never attended a nursery school to support their argument. There are even some 
greater thinkers who feel strongly that the best place for the child's education especially during the 
formative period is the home. 

Yes, as contributed by Akinbote et al (2001), there are those who are not against the nursery 



school education of the child as such. Rather, they are against the sub-standard of some nursery 
school establishments which they claim to be the majority and which cannot provide the type of 
stimulation required for the child's proper growth and development. 

It has been asserted by Kent (1972) that the chances of a child fulfilling his potentials is 
affected by the standard of living and by the level of stimulation and encouragement he receives at 
home. Akinbote (2001) further maintained that, in order therefore to prevent a situation whereby the 
child's rate of maturation is retarded and eventually reduce his level of achievement as a result oflack of 
the right opportunities at home, the nursery school education of the child is inevitable. 

In order to provide young children with the necessary stimulation and equal educational 
opportunities for their optimum development irrespective of their home background, all children need 
nursery education (Akinbote, 2001). Nursery education should not be taken as a luxury but as an 
avenue for helping children to become confident socially, and acquire emotional control. It will also 
help children to see the school as desirable place to stay in. Thus, when they are eventually sent to 
primary school they would have become familiar with school life. 

Having considered the tremendous opportunities of nursery education on a Nigerian child, the 
federal government has specified the main purposes of nursery (pre-primary) education in the 
National Policy on Education (1981) as follows: 

(a) Effecting a smooth transition from the home to the school. 
(b) Preparing the child for the primary level of education. 
(c) Providing adequate care and supervision for children while their parents are at work 

(on the farms, in the market, offices etc). 
(d) Inculcating social norms. 
(e) Inculcating in the child the spirit of enquiry and creativity through the exploration of 

nature, the environment, art, music and playing with toys etc. 
(f) Teaching rudiments of numbers, letters, colours, shapes etc. through play. 
(g) Teaching good health habits. 
(h)         Developing a sense of co-operation and team spirit. 

Considering the above discussion on the need for nursery schools it may be necessary to 
emphasize that nursery education is not a luxury. In an empirical study called Situation And Analysis 
(SAPA, 1993) undertaken by UNICEF in collaboration with the Federal Ministry of Education, it was 
recommended that government should embark on a vigorous awareness campaign programme on the 
need for parents to send their children to nursery schools. 

Challenges 
A clear objective of nursery school education has been outlined by the federal government 

through the Federal Ministry of Education, the implementation of the programme has some 
challenges. Such challenges include: access, lack of teaching staff, inadequate facilities, inadequate 
health facilities, lack of uniformity in the curriculum and inadequate funding etc. 

The above challenges should be summarized as: 
* Access - In most of the rural areas in Nigeria, nursery schools are not found. Even if you have 

some, they are not accessible to the majority in such areas. It has therefore become very difficult 
to such affected children to start schooling at the nursery education level hence the absence of 
nursery schools in their societies. 

* Lack of Teaching Staff - In as much as the children in the urban areas (cities or towns) have 
access to nursery school education, the teaching methodology is lacking. Aboho (2002) cited 
Ukeje (1991) that, it is the teachers that translate policies and programmes into action. A teacher 
must be trained in the basic elements of what to teach, how to teach, who to teach and when to 
teach (Gbamanja, 1997). Most of the nursery schools across the country are handled by the 
auxiliary teachers (i.e. those who are not trained in the teaching profession). Therefore, teaching is 
very ineffective since the good methodology is not met. 

* Inadequate Facilities - Since the federal government has failed to implement the nursery school 
in the country, individuals have taken up the challenge. Due to this factor, many nursery schools 



are lacking facilities necessary to enhance learning to our children. As the demand is not met, the 
level of teaching applied by most of the auxiliary teachers is mostly to promote memorization and 
regurgitation of facts. It is even hardly to see libraries and even play grounds, chalkboards to 
mention a few in such schools. 

* Uniformity in the Curriculum - This has to do with the subjects taught in nursery schools and, 
the daily activities to enhance learning. Ideally, traditional and science subjects are required to 
start at this level. Textbooks (including teachers' guides and manuals) should have been made 
available; but, this condition is not met. There is no unified curriculum designed across the  
country in this regard. 

* Inadequate Funding - It has been noticed that the few nursery schools we have in the country 
are owned by individuals. Such schools are not grant aided by any of the three tiers of government 
in the country. Considering the above therefore, fees charged per each pupil in school is very 
exorbitant. But if there are no exorbitant fees, the proprietors of such schools cannot afford the 
payment of salary to their teachers. 

Generally, nursery school education may be more relevant to the task of integration in the 
country. As this is a force for bringing together the diverse group in plural state for one common 
nation. 

Conclusion and Suggestions 
This paper discussed nursery school education in the country (Nigeria) a foundation of 

education to a child. The transition from home to school. 
The paper also attempted to highlight the challenges facing the federal government as she 

does not have much interest in establishing nursery education schools even in big cities. The 
objectives of the nursery education were also cited as outlined in the National Policy on Education 
(1981). The paper finally discussed some factors the level of this education is facing. 

The writers suggest that, since the National Policy on Education has clearly outlined the 
objectives of nursery school education; the federal government should better intervene by establishing 
nursery schools in towns and in rural areas across the country. Such schools should be financed 
accordingly and given the allocation for proper maintenance such that a good atmosphere for learning 
should be created. 

Foundation of education is the basic scheme for the child and the growth of the nation. 
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