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Abstract

Education is the bedrock of any meaningful national
development. All nations that have achieved appreciable level of
development have not only made education the object of priority
m their national development planning objectives, but have
made sure that the masses of its population have unhindered
access to qualitative and functional education. This paper
examines the Universal Basic Education programme, its
objectives and scope, its relationship with economic
rehabilitation process and reliance. It will also examine the
challenges and expectations of the UBE and its implication for
Social Studies education towards the achievement of
economic rehabilitation and national self-reliance.

Introduction

The recent attention being given by the present administration of President
Olusegun Obasanjo to mass education through the Universal Basic Education (U.B.E) has
proven that the development process is an educational process. This trust in the ability of
education to bring about social change and promote economic and social development is a
universally held fact. According to Chuks (2000), in Ogunboyede (2003) education is a process
of imparting knowledge and developing skills, which is aimed at promoting economic and
social development.

Since the attainment of independence, most African leaders, Nigeria inclusive, believed
that their lack of lustre in economic development is a result of shortage of adequate qualified
and skilled manpower. This is caused, according to Musaazi (1986) by the scarcity of
appropriate behavioural orientations, specifically the persistence of a traditional, particularistic
and ascription based system of values which is oriented towards individuals in terms of what
they are rather than what they can do. and which does not stimulate individual and national
economic development for reliance.

Nigeria has made trials in the past at some educational policies, which have not
succeeded in aiding her towards the effective rehabilitation of her economy for self-reliance.
Today, in Nigeria there are numerous problems emerging which have tended to bring to
question the continued stability and effectiveness of the existing patterns of educational
provisions. Among such problems are those associated with unemployment and social
inequality, serious shortages of qualified middle and high-level manpower, low quality of
education, high rate of illiteracy, high rate of school drop-outs, high rate of crime, social ills
and vices etc (Musaazi, 1986).

A nation must be seen to take investment in quality education seriously if its citizens
are to achieve self-reliance. The Ashby Commission Report of 1960 titled 'Investment in
Education' embodied a clear recognition of the intimate relationship that exists between
education and economic development. As an investment, it is essential for national
development and simultaneously it contributes directly to personal fulfillment and the
growth of the individual. Thus economic development makes urgent calls on education and
in turn, the advancement in education and knowledge promotes economic development.

The educational system of a country should not aim only at educating a small minority but
focus on a wider coverage. The quality and quantity of education especially at the lowest level is



considered as a necessary input to achieve a sustainable economic system. The sheer achievement of
mass literacy is a clear prerequisite to the evaluation of any modern society. Not only in terms of
higher rates of literacy, but also in terms of specific vocational training and training for intermediate,
and higher administrative and managerial positions (Musaazi,1986).

Aderibigbe (2001) explained the underlying philosophy of the Universal Basic Education
(UBE) by inferring that the word 'Basic' could be interpreted as providing the necessary structures for
national development and self reliance, while 'Universal' means conforming to global needs by
equipping all its citizens with specialized skills needed for economic rehabilitation for self-reliance.

The launching of the Universal Basic Education programme, by President Olusegun
Obasanjo in Nigeria at Sokoto on 30" September 1999 is a landmark achievement in the history of
Nigeria's educational development. The UBE is sometimes compared with the UPE in some
respects, but the UBE seems more broad in scope and functional if it will be well implemented. This
can be clearly discerned from the President's speech during the launching:

The UBE Programme.... Is almost the same as the old UPE Scheme.
It is 'free’ and universal like before but now in addition, it will be
compulsory. But having carefully reviewed our current national needs,
our administration has decided to give it a broader focus. Thus, the
new UBE now extends to all children from age six to age fifteen. It
will accommodate them from primary school to Junior Secondary
School. It will devote as much attention to producing framed and
qualified teachers, as to provide large enough number of schools to
take in all children who are eligible for enrolment in them. It embraces
a comprehensive adult literacy programme. Funds will be made
available for properly equipping (he schools {PP .2).

In realization of the above, the UBE vision statement was declared. It states that " At the end
of nine years continuous education, every individual child that passes through the system should
acquire appropriate levels of literacy, numeracy, communication, manipulative and life skills and be
employable, useful to himself and the society at large by possessing relevant, ethical, moral and civic
values".

Objectives of Universal Basic Education (UBE)

Expanding on the above statement, the UBE Implementation Guidelines (FME, 2000:2)
brought out the specific objectives of UBE as:

Developing' in the entire citizenry a strong consciousness for education and a strong
commitment to its vigorous promotion.

1. The provision of free, universal basic education for every Nigerian child of school going age.

2. Reducing drastically the incidence of drop-out from the formal school system (through
improved relevance, quality and efficiency).

3. Catering for the learning needs of young persons who, for one reason or another have had to
interrupt their schooling through appropriate forms of complementary approaches to the
provision and promotion of basic education.

4. Ensuring the acquisition of the ethical, moral and civic values needed for the laying of a solid
foundation for lifelong learning (Pp. 2).

Scope of UBE
In terms of scope, the programme has a far wider scope than the former UPE, it encompasses
the following:-
1. Programmes and initiatives for early childhood care and socialization.
2. Education programmes for the acquisition of foundational literacy, numeracy and life skills
especially for adults (persons aged 15 and above)
3. Special programmes for nomadic populations.
4. Out of school, non-formal programmes for updating the knowledge and skills of persons who
left school before acquiring the basics needed for lifelong learning.
5. Non-formal skills and apprenticeship training for adolescents and youths who have not had



the benefit of formal education.
6. The formal school system from the beginning of Primary education to the end of Junior
Secondary School.

Economic Rehabilitation and Reliance

Economic rehabilitation can be explained as the restructuring or reviewing of national
economic policies in order to improve their efficiency and performance. When the economy is not
performing at optimal level then there is need for a rehabilitation in order to save it from further
degeneration, by reviewing certain aspects of the national life. According to the Longman Dictionary
of Contemporary English (1978) Reliance is the use of one's own powers of action and judgment
without depending on others. Adams (1995) defined self-reliance as the development, which meet the
needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
Olarewaju (2001) opined that:- it requires that the allocation of resources to meet the needs of the
present generation should not prejudice the interest of future generations and one must not depend on
other countries for survival.

For a nation like Nigeria to achieve the level of self-reliance required for sustenance, it needs
to make its economy more relevant to the needs of its population. This will provide every Nigerian
with the capability to contribute his/her quota towards the development of a united, strong and
self-reliant economy. This can only be achieved through the provision of qualitative and quantitative
functional education of which the UBE sets out to achieve. In other words, rather than looking out for
assistance in the sustenance of the economy, Nigeria would be able to mobilize its skilled manpower
toward the rehabilitation of its economy for reliance. To be self-reliant is to be independent which is a
measure of self-worth, recognition, among other concomitants.

Social Studies Education

Kissock (1981) defines Social Studies as " a programme of study which a society uses to
instill in students the knowledge, attitudes and actions which it considers important concerning the
relationship human beings have with each other, the world and themsel-ves.

Ololobou (1989) sees Social Studies as:- 'An organized integrated study of man and his
environment, both physical and social emphasizing cognition, functional skills, desirable attitudes and
actions for the purpose of creating effective citizenry,

Challenges and Expectations of UBE as it Affects Social Studies Education

An assessment of the UBE objectives and programme in relation to that of Social Studies will bring
out some salient intimate relationship. This is that Social Studies aims at producing functional and
qualitative citizens, who will be adequately equipped to understand their environment and
contribute in problem-solving through inquiry for the purpose of nation building.

Social Studies education can contribute towards the achievement of the UBB objectives by
playing vital roles towards aiding individuals to acquire those desired skills, attitudes and values that
would allow them to live a purposeful life and contribute to the rehabilitation of the national economy
for self-reliance. Without proper skills, positive attitudes and values, the achievement of a self-reliant
economy will be a mirage.

The goals of Social Studies education can aid the success of the UBE programme through a
review of its curriculum content, which focuses on society. It helps the individual to make rational
decisions on issues of family and community values, citizenship and population education. It
inculcates right principles of democracy and democratic values, good leadership and follower-ship,
societal changes, development and current national issues as it relates to welfare and survival are all
discussed in an enriched manner. These concepts are taught while also emphasizing traditional values
of honesty, hard work, dedication, perseverance and universal brotherhood, all pre-requisite towards
evolving a solid and formidable economy for self-reliance.

A number of strategies can be worked out through Social Studies education and make it a
better channel for the achievement of the UBE programme objectives. These include among others:-

Adequate provisions should be made for the improvement of both primary and post-primary



institutions as these levels can go a long way in providing the solid foundation for the educational
development that will ginger the rate of economic rehabilitation and reliance.

There should be the sensitization and mobilization of the policy makers in the communities
towards the provision of adequate facilities for the effective training of Social Studies educators for
the task ahead. One of the challenges of the UBE is the enormity, the size of the programme which
can lead to loss of focus if adequate care are not taken. Adequate regular teacher mentoring for
younger teachers by more experienced ones and even retired teachers within the locality can go a long
way in solving the problems of lack of manpower.

Social Studies education can contribute in school-based Teacher Support System Programme
through capacity - building for head teachers who will in turn provide professional leadership and
guidance to the other teachers. This can be achieved through the organizing of refresher courses and
in-service education for teachers and head teachers of schools. This will afford them the
opportunities of learning new teaching techniques and fresh ideas in their subject area through
workshops, seminars and meetings.

Participatory and collaborative research work can be organized between and among teachers
of selected schools to work with other researchers to find out ways of improving teaching and
learning. This could lead to reviewing of the Social Studies curriculum content thereby making it
more dynamic in meeting the needs of the present day.

The integrated pattern of Social Studies content arrangement and organization is a plus in the
drive towards economic rehabilitation for reliance. It presents a holistic approach to learning that
prepares the learner for dealing with environmental forces realistically leading to self-reliance.

Another aspect of Social Studies education contribution is that it uses the community as a living
resource centre to provide first hand learning experiences. The community as the Social Studies
laboratory is used for excursion purposes to places of interest, resource persons are invited to come
and share vital knowledge with the learners. Learners can also be mobilized to participate in
community development exercises as it is found relevant to issues of discussion in class. Through
these efforts, the child is made familiar with his community, the available resources and equipped
with the right skills and attitude to use the resources effectively and efficiently for individual and
societal development.

Conclusion

The role of education in the economic rehabilitation in Nigeria cannot be over-emphasized. A
widespread system of education which the UBE programme set out to achieve is a condition that has
the capacity of turning round the economy towards achieving national self-reliance. Development
must emphasize such factors as employment opportunities, equitable income distribution, rising
living standard, commitment and self-reliance.

This can be achieved through no other way other than the channel of providing effective and
qualitative functional mass education. UBE should be viewed by all stakeholders as a viable
instrumental resource and a means of achieving a wider objective of economic rehabilitation,
development and self-reliance.
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