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Abstract
This study examines conflict and conflict resolution in pre-cololghb-West of the Niger,
with particular reference to Ndokwa Society in Nigeria.phe-colonial Ndokwa Society,
different types of conflicts manifested. Among the fagttrat bring about conflict is land.
While human population is increasing, lands remainedcstals the population of the
communities increased, the need to acquire more landnesconperative. The pressure on
land, therefore, accounted for the majority of the crisepre-colonial Igbo society, which
Ndokwa is a part. Disputes arising from boundary creatind adjustment were also
responsible for conflicts in Ndokwa society. In the absesfarestraint, tolerance and positive
management of boundary issues, conflicts generally occurediefts of murder also
generated conflicts during the period under review. The viatichthe murderer could belong
to the same village or different village, quarter, ilgror extended family. In whichever case,
if not properly handled, results to very serious condlitiong the different groups. The issue
of inheritance as a source of conflict cannot be over- emgph&sivoman, in Ndokwa land,
does not have the right to inherit land or building. The 8dnehas led to series of litigation
in courts of law. Ndokwa society as in other pre-colos@dieties in Igbo land, therefore
experienced one form of dispute or the other. During the periodr uedew, various
institutions and methods of resolving conflicts were estaddisand practiced. From our
analysis, Ndokwa society was organized in such a way &bleeto resolve conflicts.

There are a lot of factors that are responsibledmflicts in the world. Among such factors
that produce conflict is land. Land is said totbe source of life and indispensable for economic
value. The inability to own land is tantamount terty, dependency, subservience, lack of freedom
and powerlessness Onakoya, (2015), therefore figstefe management is very important in every
community in Nigeria.

Factors Responsible for Conflict in Ndokwa I ndigenous Society

Most lands in Nigeria during the period under rewigere under customary land tenure
system. The customary land tenure system is a édriand-holding indigenous to Nigeria. It should
be noted that the principles regulating land teraystem appear uniform throughout Nigeria, but the
fact remains that they vary in their details durihg process of land distribution as a result of
diversities in customs, traditions and values ahesibe (Onakoya 2015).

Among the Yoruba people, land is synonymous withitah wealth, dignity, liberty and
freedom. It is a source of sustenance; theref@etistomary law of the Yoruba vested ownership of
land to the family. The individual member of thenily has no separate claim of ownership to land.
The Yoruba customary land tenure system vestsaiméyf head with the power of management and
to oversee the family land. During the period ur@erew the family is so structurally organizedian
regulated to involve the maintenance and allotnadnthe land to family members. Among the
Yoruba and the Igbos, life was about acquiring Jdmeping it and defending it. The crisis between
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Ife and Modakeke were caused by the ownershipandeadministration of land. According to Albert
(2014) the Ife/Modakeke communal conflict was olsrdlordism. It could be said therefore, that
disputes about ownerships of lands were the maose of inter-village conflicts, eventual war and
murder.

On the other hand, the conflicts between the pali$ts and Agriculturalists in North Eastern
Nigeria can also be traced to land ownership. Thad®Basin consists of two zones, the Wetland and
the arid zone, (Best & Shiehu, 2004). While the Mrets can support livestock, food and other crops,
the arid zone is less productive. As the numbelivestock increased with decreasing rainfall, the
pastoralists of North Eastern Nigerian migrate Bward, in search of pastures, where they often
come across hostile farmers. Most often, such mewes led to conflicts, destruction and death.
According to Best & Shiehu, 2014 the idea of askimg Fulani pastoralists to re-locate after decades
of settlement, most often leds to conflicts. It tnbe understood that the pastoralists, were nargiv
the land to settle permanently. They were alloveeskttle, and were made to understand that they had
no right to the ownership of the land. It was tlieme expected that as pressures on land increased,
both the pastoralists and their landlords hadghbtfio resolve the land issue.

According to Best, Idyorough and Shiehu (2004)ghedonged dispute between Tiv and the
Jukun in Taraba State could also be linked to kawdership. Land in this regard meant farmland
from which rural agricultural communities make thigiing. The argument is that the Tiv occupied
farmlands illegally, without following the traditi@l law of land administration. Moreover, the Tiv
also invited their brothers to settle on, and pss$@nds without permission. The Jukun therefelte f
threatened. They opined that a journey around Eaftlte showed that the Tiv occupied an estimated
75% of the rural farms. Such disproportionate slodland was itself a source of crises. On the rothe
hand, the Tiv did not see themselves as settlatsnaruld not surrender the lands when the Jukun
asked for them in future, because their very emtstewas tied to the land. Thus land was not just a
secondary factor in most of the conflicts.

Among the Igbos, land signifies the socio-politicahd economic well-being of the
individuals. According to Isichei (1976), the flity of the land made no difference to the reveeen
with which it is regarded. What made land disputerancomplex, Isichei opined, is that all land is
usually owned by community or family. Hence claimusd counter claims over land ownership
becomes the order of the day in Igbo land, durivgggeriod under review. As the population of the
community increased the need to acquire more laechrbe necessary. The pressure on land
therefore accounted for the majority of the crigipre-colonial Igbo society. The conflict between
Obibi, a village in Owerri and two of her neighbsum the 1880s is very instructive. The Umurebo-
Umokuzu and Umuleri-Aguleri land dispute is stikkry fresh in our memory. (Ajayi and Buhari
2004) Land also led to conflict between individuialghe past just as it is today in Igbo land.he t
pre-colonial Igbo society, almost everybody waslagd in farming which was their main economic
activity. As the population grew, the pressure amdlbecame intensive and this led to dispute among
individuals and families.

This situation in Igbo society was also noticeabléNdokwa land during the period under
review. In the pre-colonial Ndokwa society, thehtigf ownership of land was asserted upon the basis
of tenure. The title to land was based on the conahsystem, and the head of the village actedes th
custodian of vacant lands in the interest of th@manity. The heads were thus only proprietors by
virtue of their traditional position and were oldiyby customary law to assign land to any member of
the community or village who needed it, withouttedrcharges. (Okolugbo 2004). Every adult male
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in the clan was given a piece of land from the sladrhis family. The oldest man in each extended
family, as the head of the family, assigned landadous nuclear families. The head of the family i
turn, assigned the family land to each male merab#re family to farm. Any foreigner to the village
who wanted land for farming was asked to attachshlifrio one of the various families. The head of
the family pledge a piece of land to the foreigné&ands obtained through pledge are retrievable;
(Okolugbo 2004).

The foreigners were not supposed to erect permatertgtures on the land that was pledged
to them. Uchendu (1979) clarified the meaning lefdging when he asserted that, pledging is a
transaction in which a lender of “money” obtaingemporary usufructuary (right of using and
enjoying) interest from a piece of land as secuityhis loan. According to him the land remains
perpetually redeemable by the borrower or pledg@ayment of the land. This situation and other
land agreement could be said to be the major cafusenflicts in Ndokwa land. During the period in
question, they were recorded land disputes betwaeai and Umuebu, Amai and Eziokpor, Ibabu
and Isselegu, Utagba-Ogbe and Benekuku, Ogume amd Bmutu and Urhonigbe. On the other
hand, majority of the farmers in Ndokwa practicédftgg cultivation, a system where farms were
left to fallow after being cultivated for a giverniod. The Ndokwa farmer then relocates to a new
farmland. To the farmer, both the land left to dalland the new farmland belong to the person
working on them. This situation most often exeneedssure on available land. Added to their total
dependence on land as the population grew, thegeawancrease demand for land. This situation
accounted for conflicts between Ndokwa communéied Ndokwa and their neighbours.

According to Okpevra (2015) the Isoko people shboeindaries with their Ndokwa
neighbours and as each group grew and increagempudation, land was needed for farm; This drive
often brought them into conflicts. It was in putsof more farmlands that brought the Isoko clan of
Owhe in contact with Abbi, Emu and Ashaka in NdoKasd which resulted into affrays. In the case
of Ashaka/Ellu crises, the fight was as a resullispute over the ownership of the land upon which
Ashaka community is built, which Ellu people claémtheir own. Land therefore, is a major source of
conflicts in Ndokwa-land.

Boundary Disputes

Another Factor that is frequently identified aspensible for conflicts in Nigeria which
Ndokwa land is a part is dispute arising from bamdcreation and adjustment and land ownership.
Territorial boundaries generated a lot of crise$gimo Society, which Ndokwa is a part. A typical
example of territorial boundary generated crisebas of Mwagbavul and Ron, both of Plateau State
in 1992 and 1995. The farming community dependeshgch on land and wanted to exercise control
over farmland. According to Best and Albert (20B64)h communities disagreed over who owned the
land in dispute and the precise location of thenblamies. In the absence of restraint, tolerance and
positive management of the issues, conflicts gdlgecacur. Among the Igbos, most cases of
boundary grievances have to do with pressure od fanthe expanding population. Aguleri and
Umuleri are neighbouring communities in Igbo ethgioup located in Anambra State in the South-
Eastern part of Nigeria. The two communities thead farmed side by side and had common access to
the Otuocha land, even before the colonization igENa, are now enemies. Their enmity is a result
of claim of ownership of the Otuocha land. Accaglio Ajayi and Buhari (2014) the Otuocha land
dispute could be linked to the European occupaifdgboland. In 1995, the clash between these two
communities witnessed large scale of destructiquubfic and private properties and deaths.
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In Ndokwa, the boundary between Amai and Umuelsubien in contention, since 1864. The
reasons for this were needs related. They wanteyl @ecess to farmland. Amai community argued
that theOkumeshRiver is their natural boundary. On the other hahd Umuebu community claims
that the land in contention was given to Amai pedpl farm on by Umeubu community. Each of
these communities argued that any boundary adjuststeuld put their interest into consideration.
Hundreds of lives have been lost in this boundaspudes. This form of agitation is also happening
between Amai and Eziokpor, Isselegu and Ibabu, hita@gbe and Benekuku. Tens of millions of
Naira in infrastructure and hundreds of lives wiest by disputants in the boundary agitation.

Incidents of murder were also factors that engeteonflict in Ndokwa land in the period
under review. In dealing with the issue of murdeis necessary to distinguish four categories of
cases. According to Okolugbo (2004) the first catggvas when the victim and the murderer belong
to different villages; the second was when thephglto different quarters of the same village. The
third was when they belong to different families extended family in the same quarter; and the
fourth was when they belong to the same familyedoh case, if not properly handled, may result into
a very serious conflict among the different groufpscording to Uchendu (1965) a state of war may
be declared by the aggrieved kinsmen of the vigtithe murderer's kinsmen failed to meet their
demands and deadline in the case of Ndokwa, magigiauwas regarded as accidental murder and
the penalty, usually, was compensation, whiles gkealty for murder, was death by hanging.
(Okolugbo 2004).

Inheritance

Another source of conflicts in the pre-colonialdkd/a Society is inheritance. Inheritance is
the process in which the property of the dead &eshamong his children and other family members.
lli-uku as it is generally called, was vested in the aistf the oldest member of the family. The law
of inheritance was also based on age alone, texblesion of other physical or mental endowments
in Igbo society. ljeomah 1987, in Ndokwa, the prtypef a man after his death, was inherited by his
sons, while the leadership position of the familgswassed on to the first son The first s0kei,
exclusively inherited the father’s personal gdgd#y and other objects of worship. He also inherited
his late father’'s houses where he lived and diedl the land attached to the house, furniture and
dresses. This exclusive right applies to both aagamous and a polygamous family setting. The
other properties, such as farm lands, economis tteestock, were shared among his male children.
On the other hand, if the man had no male chilel pttother had the right to inherit the propertyhef
deceased. According to Ugochukwu (2006) a womalghieland does not have the right to inherit
land. This situation also applies to women in Ndakand. Neither the daughters nor the widows of
the deceased have the right to his propertiestréld@ion permits them to be cared for by the becgh
of the deceased. This situation most often geegratises. Some eldest sons after inheriting their
father’s property especially landed property, canvert it to their own personal use, thereby refgsi
to share with their siblings. Attempts by the othesthers to reclaim their share of the propertgrof
lead to crises, also attempts by the younger soewindle their eldest brothers in the managemgént o
their late fathers’ property, was also a major eaak conflicts in Ndokwa-land. (Ugochukwu O.
2006).
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Slave Trade

Slave raiding was another factor that gave riseotdflicts in Ndokwa Society during the era
of trans-Atlantic slave trade. Before this peripépple that were sold into slavery in Ndokwa-land
were debtors, war captives and those who commsigedus crimes, like murder, adultery, stealing,
among others. Towards the end of the fifteen cgnthe Europeans began to buy large number of
slaves from the Coasts of Africa. With the luaratnature of the trade, prominent rulers and chiefs
began to organize raiding of slaves. Dike (195@&)awked that it was the trade in slave that brought
the hinterland peoples to the Niger valley to dihbthemselves as middle men. Even the
Arochukwu Oracle Priest/agents were stationed aihAto promote the slave trade. This view was
confirmed by Okolugbo (2004), who claimed that weeve of the Edo emigrants to the Niger valley
in 1690, was because of the trade in slaves. TRdeemigrants ruled Aboh and exercised authority
throughout the Niger Delta, between the seventeanthnineteenth centuries. The Obi of Aboh had
monopoly of trade in slaves. He had European sfagarrying out slave trade with him in various
hidden creeks along the Delta in spite of the &baliof the trade in 1808. The Obi's connectionhwit
Arochukwu also increased the trade in slaves. Hgosied Arochukwu’s priests at Aboh and those
who had disputes involving witchcraft and othelicags crimes were sold into slavery. This situation
increased conflicts in the whole of Ndokwa-land.

Ndokwa society as in other pre-colonial Nigeriacigties experienced one form of disputes
or the other. In most cases, these disputes rdsiitien land, boundary, inheritance, trade, murder,
among others. Some of the factors which producedlicts during the period still persist, today.
During the period under review, various methodsewart in place to resolve these conflicts.

Principles of Resolving Conflictsin Ndokwa Society

In the pre-colonial Igbo Society there were mamingples guiding conflict resolution.
According to Alagoa (2001), conflict resolution olved the following principles.

The principle of impartiality in the managementtioé conflicts: Among the Igbo, rulers in
the villages or clans were expected to behave itialgrin their office. The mediator that is the
arbitrator judges must be truthful, bearing in mihdt they represent the ancestors. They mustdegar
themselves as inheritors of the clan laws.

Second is the principle of fairness. That is tberpand weak should receive a fair deal, as
well as the rich and powerful. Third, the principleaccommodation, compromise and a disposition
for reconciliation, as opposed to the principle winner-takes-it-all. Fourth, the principle of
reciprocity: that is to say that the spirit of acgonodation must be mutual and reciprocal to be
effective on the parties involved. Fifth, the pipie of moderation and measured action and response
It was this principle that informed the deliberéteitation of the level of violence in conflict wiin
the communities in the past. Sixth is the principléencompatibility or separation: That is where th
parties to the conflict cannot be reconciled, thstlpolicy would be to separate them. Based on the
above principles, different methods were adoptes$olve conflicts in Ndokwa society. Among the
methods adopted are, negotiation, arbitration,meitiation, adjudication and mediation.

Negotiation

Negotiation is discussion between people who g to reach an agreement. One of the
instruments of resolving conflicts in Ndokwa Sogietas the process of negotiation. To the Ndokwa
people, the primary objective of conflict resolutibefore the advent of the British, was peace. In
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keeping with the above, the village head and hisncid see their roles in terms of the village or
community welfare; therefore in reconciling partieslisputes, their primary aim was to promote the
welfare of the community. According to Adewoye (I9They saw themselves essentially as peace-
makers, called upon to reconcile divergent intsrestivil disputes, and as preservers of the aysi
existence of the society. This was why the prooésgotiations were adopted. Negotiation can also
be seen as a process of harmonizing the interktis parties involved in a conflict. Thus, evenanh
the conflict involves a member against his or hmmiety, there is an emphasis on getting offender
back into the society. This form of restoration d# seen as the restoration of the harmony and
integrity of the community. Therefore, both pasteoncerned strive through negotiation to achieve
the cohesion of the clan or village.

Among the Yoruba society during the period undstiew, peace was negotiated. Apology
for wrongs done to individuals and the entire comity) was a feature of negotiation. According to
Adewoye (1977), the guilty party was usually expdcto tender an unreserved apology to the other
party, in the presence of the whole council. Teweptance of the apology often meant forgiveness.
During war time, the cessation of hostility coulel fregotiated through the intervention of sdomeu-
Adaor neighbouring clan or villages. NegotiationsAeen the parties were held in the boundary of
both communities in dispute: a goat or cow woulcslaeightered and the two communities enter into
a covenantigbandu,ljeomabh, (1982)if at a future date an unwary member of a commuymitwoked
a situation that would lead to such situation ag#ie aggrieved community could demand reparation
for any injury suffered. In Ndokwa society, anyrfoof murder attracts death penalty. However, if the
family of the murderer were quick enough to sendseaties to the victim’s family, pleading for the
life of their relation, they might convince thedatto accept compensation. Majority of the Igho
society abhor the shedding of blood and regardss ian abomination. To kill a kinsman was to
commit a crime againgtni, the earth deity. The offender might be requiedda into exile or could
be hanged. Most Igbo society did not differenttzdéveen murder and manslaughter.

M ediation

Mediation is the intercession for settling diffleces between persons or nations. Mediation is
an old method of conflict management surroundedségrecy. Olaoba described mediation as a
method of conflict resolution that had been soigaitto traditional society. The mediator usually
made sure that peace was achieved. Mediators beuitembers of the community or members of the
parties concerned. Their roles include, pressigjzinaking recommendations, giving assessments,
conveying suggestions or discussions on behalh@fgbds. Among the Ndokwa people the priests
and diviners, by virtue of their special relatioipstvith the deities and the divinities, were regatés
interpreters of divine mysteries. They were then@foermitted to give verdicts on behalf of the gods
In fact, their function made them very indispensahlresolving conflicts.

Arbitration

Arbitration is the settlement of disputes by sormeechosen to hear both side and come to a
decision. Aribitration is used in most Igho so@stiwhen some public offences were tried in open
court as ordinary civil disputes. According to Adewe (1977) the accused persons were arraigned
before the village council and given every oppatjuto defend themselves. In Ndokwa society, the
parties were brought to the court binukpa Okpalaor Oga The Ugo or spokesman would state
clearly the charge made against the defendant, alfich the defendant was permitted to plead guilty
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or not guilty. If he pleaded guilty, his plea wasially accepted and the court retired to deliberate
the form of fine or compensation that suits hisneri but if he pleaded not guilty, both parties wioul
be called upon to state their own side of the caffer which withesses were called and cross-
examination carried out by thdégo and other members of the council. When every pecsmnected
with the case had been heard, members of the doetioéd to discuss the verdicts. It is important
note that in arbitration, in Ndokwa society, thatieg of the parties and their witnesses was done i
public and the reactions of the audience as the paseded were noted and taken into account when
the verdict would be discussed. In arbitration,rgweffort was made to give a verdict that would
ensure the people’s conception of justice and g&y and when théJgo finally pronounced the
verdict, both parties rarely complained.

Reconciliation

Reconciliation was the most significant aspectafflict resolution in Ndokwa society. After
the parties have been persuaded to end the digméee was restored. It is instructive to note ithat
most communities in Igbo society, of which Ndokwaldmged, except for intentional murder and
witchcraft, the penalty for each of which is deatirfually all other offences that would rank as
crimes in our modern judicial system could be restlby payment of compensation and purification.
Thus, providing a clear-cut passage back intoitegie society with little or no stigma attachedte
person who had deviated.

In conclusion therefore, each community, raceroug has its own ways of doing things. In
Ndokwa society, machinery were adapted to mongimgyent, manage and resolve conflicts. While
in other nations of the world, emphasis was plamegudicial system presided over by lawyers and
judges; Africa, which Ndokwa is a part of, used mciliof elders, age groups organizations and
assemblies for dispute settlement and justice dsgen. Principles of negotiation, mediation,
arbitration and reconciliation were applied, uding traditional institution to resolve conflicts.
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