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Abstract

It is no gain saying, religion can truly be repositioned for the
socio-economic and political development in Nigeria. We are quite aware that
the Nigeria society needs repositioning or if we will the most recently used
word - reformation. This paper therefore tries to make us see the role
religion (most especially Christianity) can play in this repositioning of the
Nigeria education system, for the socio-economic development of the
country.

Introduction

Can one actually take a look at education in Nigeria and relax, believing that all is normal or
well? One believes that all is not truly well, and like the Nigerian society, which needs some
reformation, the education system needs repositioning. While some may feel this repositioning is not
necessary since "the Nigerian factor” (as they will put it), is what is reflecting in the education system, it
iS most appropriate to reposition our education system to save it from its present decaying state by
putting it on a more solid footing for the future.

This repositioning however, can and is expected to take diverse dimension, this paper shall be
putting forward the Christian religion's perspective which it is strongly believed, if married with other
position will help to salvage our education from its present predicament. The role of religion in every
aspect of the African's life cannot be ignored. This must have forced Idowu (1977) to say, "Africans are
notoriously religious™. If this be the case, in an attempt to reposition the Nigerian educational system,
the role of religion cannot be swept under the carpet.

At this point, there is need to find working meaning to some terms used in this paper.
Answers need to be provided to questions such as - what is religion? What is education and what is the
expected position of the Nigerian educational system that is out of place and needs repositioning?

Conceptual Clarifications

The term religion has become so difficult a word to be given one universally acceptable
definition. However, the various definitions when critically looked into have some similarities.
While we can generally say religion is the way man relates with his God or god(s), which of
course must also include ways of worship, prayers etc. Nabofa (1999), asserted that, it is man's effort at
satisfying his needs by establishing and maintaining a cordial relationship between the Supreme Being
and his fellow man. A similar definition to this according to Nabofa (1999), is found in McTaggart
who sees religion as a state of mind, an emotion resting on a conviction of harmony between ourselves
and the universe at large.

It is therefore clear that what we call religion must involve a relationship not just with God but
with our fellow men. This must not be far from why Jesus said, "we must love the Lord our God with all
our heart and love our neighbour as ourselves” (Mt 22: 37 - 40). With this idea of what religion is,
what then can we say education is?

Education in simple terms can be said to be the introduction of ideas for the overall growth of an individual or
group of individuals. But Alifa, quoting the national policy on education (2004), defined education as "that
process that helps to develop man physically, morally, mentally, socially, technologically etc, to enable
him function in any society he finds himself. The definition of education with a religious undertone was
given by Uche (1981), who said, education is the process by which person develop their intellectual,
emotional, spiritual and physical powers so as to become more fully participating members of the
community to which they belong. It is the "spiritual” in this definition that brings out the religious

dimension, making it difficult to ignore the role religion can play in education.

Nigeria Education Policy



It is however true that we need repositioning of our education system if we must aspire for the
achievement of national objectives. Since education is believed to be the bedrock on which any society
can develop, and believing that we have not attained that much desired socio-economic and political
development we so desire, when there is need for something to be done so as to re-orientate our
consciousness and this we believe is to reposition our education religiously for meaningful development.

Nigeria Philosophy of Education
A study of the Nigeria philosophy of education will reveal the following about education.
i. Education is an instrument for national development
il Education fosters the worth and development of the individual both for his good and the general
development of the society
iii. Functional education promotes a progressive, united Nigeria.
iv. Every Nigerian child has a right to equal educational opportunities.

From the above, we will readily agree that the educational system of any given society has a big role
to play in the development of such society. But with such lofty philosophy of education, do we really need
any form of repositioning? The repositioning we need is not actually with our philosophy but with our
mentality. This means there need to be a moral reawakening of our consciousness, and this is where
religion comes in.

We cannot deny the fact that it is the operation of the education policy that actually needs
repositioning. What is it that we cannot find within the education sector? Is it prostitution, is 'it examination
malpractice, is it sexual harassment, is it aiding and abetting crime? Even if mistakenly we have forgotten
the philosophical goals of this sector, have we also forgotten our religious teachings of sincerity, honesty
and uprightness? If we agree that we are truly adherents of a religion -be it Christianity, Islam, African
Traditional Religion or any other, can we say the immorality we engage in which is affecting our education
sector is as a result of our religious upbringing? God forbid.

Religion and Morality

The question of religion and morality as the tool of repositioning our education for the socio-economic and
political development of Nigeria cannot be over emphasized. All religions preach morality but we cannot
deny that it is actually immorality that is affecting our education. While Nigerian's want to lay claim to
membership of one religion or the other, it is noticed that the moral teachings of these religions are thrown
aside only to engage in frivolous activities in the bid to achieve selfish desires. People now go to any length in
acquiring certificates. "Nigerian education” is now certificate/paper based and those that have acquired this
education (not minding the means) have thrown the national philosophy of education to the whirlwind. This
calls for religious re-education to awaken our sense of morality. This will help in repositioning Nigeria
education, which in turn will enhance (he socio-economic and political development of our country.

The fear of God, which can ignite the teachings of uprightness, sincerity, honesty and reawaken
our sense of morality need to be introduced into our education system and pursued vigorously. It is
believed that nothing (at least for now) is wrong with the educational goals, rather it is the operators that
needs some check-up.

The Contribution of Christian Religion

We have said that this paper's desire is to see how Christian religion can help in the repositioning
of our education and we have also made it clear that such position needs to be married with similar ones so
that we can achieve the highly desired repositioning which we have all come to agree with.

Christian religious education like Islam cannot be devoid of moral uprightness, reverence and
submission to God. If this be the case, we need to remind ourselves of some Christian teachings that will
make us want to live upright, morally and as educators practicing one religion or the other and‘as Africans, our
religious teachings should reflect in our attitude or character for the general good of our education system and
the country at large.



The Christians have teachings such as:

a. The fear of God (Ps 19: 9, 33: 8, 34: 9 etc). This is said to be the beginning of wisdom. As we
know, wisdom will help physically and spiritually and one thing we must face is that some of
the immoral acts educators engage in needs spiritual solutions. This no doubt will help in
checking the level of decadence in our education system.

b. Hatred for evil (Prov 8: 13, Jer 32: 40). There is need for us to hate anything that is evil. Sexual
harassment, forgery, examination malpractice etc, they are all evil and are hindering the
progress of our education. We have so indulged one way or the other in one or another evil and
giving different painting, branding and colouration in our selfish bid to make evil look good.
But, we must remember that God hates anything evil and evil remains evil no mater its
renaming. If we continue in evil; the evil will remain in us and even multiply. We must not
however forget that to every act, there is a reward.

c. Obedience'(l Sam 15: 22 - 23 etc) teaches us about obedience to the commands of God. If God
has called us or given us the opportunity to be in position of implementing the educational goals
of our country (no matter the position), we have to try as much as possible to use it for the
development of our society in a manner" that will bring glory to God.

d. True love (Deut 6: 6 -7, Jn 3: 16, Mt 22: 37 - 40 etc), we can see what true love means. If we
truly love our country, we will- not be involved in acts that will be detrimental to the societal
good. We need not just love God but also love our neighbours because if we do not love our
neighbour who we can see physically, how then can we say we love God who we cannot
actually see physically?

These few teachings, we believe -;can be used in reminding us of moral qualities of respect, loyalty,
love, uprightness which if inculcated into our education system will help in no small measure in correcting
some of the ills ravaging the sector.

The Place of Religion

We can see from the above that the place of religion as a tool in repositioning education for the
socio-economic and political development cannot be swept under the carpet just as we believe it cannot be
overemphasized. If religion truly permeates every aspect of our lives, let it be seen also in our attitudes when
it comes to the education sector.

We are quite aware that morality is rooted in religion that is why our emphasis is on moral
reawakening and it is in religion that such reawakening can be made possible. It is the importance of morality
appealing to our conscience that made Alifa S and T. K. Ajamu (1999, P134) say;

No matter the achievement made in other spheres of life of the nation, if the moral
values are defective, little progress and development will be accomplished ¢ and that is,
without religion which provides true morality for human society, every effort will be a
waste.

This assertion agrees with our stand that our moral life need to be checked so that it will put our
educational system on the desired footing.

In their 5™ March, 1993 communiqué, the catholic bishops said that ignorance of the mind and
dishonesty of the heart can lead to behaviour totally against God. This again brings us to the issue of morality.
When the heart is not honest, when there is no fear of God in man that is when unethical behaviours can be
seen and this greatly affects the education sector. Adeloye (2005), said concerning unethical behaviours we
see:

i. Immorality with students particularly those of the opposite sex

ii.  Dishonesty concerning general conduct of examinations e.g. exam leakages, irregular exam
supervision, arbitrary award of marks, falsification of results etc.

iti.  Bribery, corruption or exploitation of students' services for personal ends or extortion in
connection with school duties etc.

These no doubt are issues among others, which makes our. education sector need
repositioning.



Conclusion

Believing that this paper cannot actually exhaust all the ills in our education sector which makes
the call for repositioning rightly timed, we want to conclude with the following suggestions. That:

1 Since any society in which God is not on the throne in the hearts of the people which we
know is only made possible through religious education is bound to fail, we suggest that more
emphasis should be placed on religious/moral values in our curriculum.

2. Emphasis should also be placed on education that affect's the heart (conscience) in any way
that it will improve the quality of our education for a better society.

3. We should constantly be reminded that we shall be accountable for all our actions if not to
man but to our creator and this goes with it's reward.

From the above, we cannot but agree that Christen religion with its moral teachings can help in
repositioning education which in turn will help in the socio-economic and political development of our
country. This position however can be married with others because we strongly believe that the moral
teachings of Islam and the African Traditional Religion are not in any way countering that of Christianity. This
therefore means that as earlier stated, religion is a vital tool for us to reposition our education by using it to
appeal to our conscience for moral reawakening.
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