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Abstract

Technology and Vocational Education is seen as a panacealal giconomic challenges.
The world’'s economic woes result from among others the hgounemployment and
unemployable skills. This paper aims at discussing tlewaate of skill training in technical
and vocational education in dealing with the global econodfiallenges. It equally
highlighted the strategies for repositioning technical andational education (TVE) in
Nigeria for youths empowerment and global economic chaendhe paper finally
recommended among others that teachers should participatesénvice training, and that
technology and vocational education curriculum should beaterétl to meet the current
economic needs.

There has been need to secure the global ecorfotare for the youths and generations yet
unborn. As a result of this all efforts are now &wds building a sustainable society. There has been
turbulence in the global economic condition, aatitan that has led to mass unemployment, poverty,
slow rate of development, decrease in gross doenastl national product and many more. This could
be attributed to economic meltdown. Uddin (2013)nfeml out that Nigeria is fast becoming a
predominantly youthful society with high rate ofeimployment. This societal decadence could be
reduced through effective and functional skill @rivtechnical and vocational education.

The relevance of technology and vocational edanaith the socio, economic and political
development of any nation is paramount for the gnao¥ the nation. The economic and technological
growth of any nation according to Usen, Udofia &fflong (2012) depends largely on its technology
and vocational education. For most developed ngtitreir economic growth was linked to their level
of vocational and technological education (Udofialoutin & Thompson, 2007). Technology and
vocational education in Nigeria education systemmoébe different because it has a vital role &ypl
in the developmental process for sustainable dpwetmt. As the engine to economic and
technological transformation of any nation, thesenéed for adequate attention to be given to it to
avoid over dependence on developed countries.

Further, Daramola and Olaitan (2005) pointed dat tfor technology and vocational
education to produce skills, attitudes and goodkwiabits in correct proportion to enhance national
development, it must be functional, practical akidl eriented, acquired in workshops or laboraterie
of vocational and technical institutions. Technieald vocational education is a form of education
designed to equip the learners for gainful emplaymAccording to Federal Government of Nigeria
(2013), technical and vocational education is a@mensive term referring to those aspects of the
educational process involving in addition to geheducation, the study of technologies and related
sciences and the acquisition of practical skiltituales, understandings, and knowledge relating to
occupations in various sectors of economic lifechfecal vocational education and training plays an
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essential role in improving the wellbeing of youtasd communities. It increases productivity,
empowers individuals to become self reliant anthgiites entrepreneurship. Businesses are more
willing to invest in a community with strong humegsources (Chinwe 2008). Skill development in
technical and vocational education can therefomgtribute to strengthening the social links of a
community by promoting employment/job creation andtainable means of national developments.
Despite its proven contribution, Nigeria does redm to give technical and vocational education the
attention it deserves; and that appears to be éribeoreasons for the rising unemployment and
poverty in the society. Technology and vocatiordilaation is therefore the missing link in Nigeria
development policy (Usman and Tyabo, 2013).

Skill Trainingin Technical and Vocational Education in Nigeria

Skill training enhances productivity and sustainsnpetitiveness in dealing with the global
economic challenges. Worldwide countries are rengwiforts with innovative strategies towards the
promotion of technology and vocational educationdtiective skill training and development. The
reason for this is to promote innovation and prepzseople with skills and knowledge to function in
the world of work. High unemployment rate has blealing to increasing poverty and serious social
problems in Nigeria. Coincidentally there has baettecline in the student enrolment in technology
and vocational education programme (Don, 2004)sltkan one percent of secondary schools is
oriented towards technical and vocational skillsefefore there is the need to reposition technology
and vocational education as the best means to irmproonomic opportunities for the teeming youths
of Nigeria. The global economic challenges haveate@d a situation where solid minerals cannot
provide the required economic development for caesithat solely depend on it. The world is now
going into knowledge based economy where idealts siid knowledge are the determinant factors
for economic development. Technology and vocati@taication has the potential of providing the
youth with the skills and knowledge needed in kremgle- based economy.

It is in recognition of this, that government hgane into agreement with the UNESCO’S
section for technical and vocational education ulglothe National Board for Technical Education
(NBTE). Currently NBTE is implementing a projecathaims to better equip large numbers of young
Nigerians for a world of work. A cost sharing agrest was therefore signed in 2000 between
UNESCO and Nigeria Federal Ministry of Educationréwise the curricula for secondary technical
colleges and post secondary technical and estaldlishnew system of continuing technical staff
development and training. But still, the Nigeriasrgonment needs to do more in view of the enormity
of the problem.

Technical and Vocational Education for Sustainable Economic Development

Technical and vocational education at all levelaimed at modeling and equipping a child or
an individual with skills and other manipulativeote to enable him/her perform as a better person in
their immediate society. Sustainable economic agrent cannot be achieved without functional
vocational education. Development is a process evhareconomy undergoes social and economic
transformation leading to a rise in the standardivirig, access to basic amenities for all through
knowledge (Baba, 2013).

It is in recognition of the above concept of depehent at technology and vocational
education, that empowering youth for poverty al¢ien should be given utmost priority by
government, having in mind the future consequerestasks ahead for sustainable development.
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According to Usman and Tyabo (2013), the futurespeats and success of vocational technical
education would depend on the continuation andresipa of the existing training programmes, and
strengthening the existing cooperation both natiand international, as well as starting non-formal
training programmes for the unemployed youth areldbmmunity at large as part of government
poverty alleviation efforts towards sustained wedfaf the youth and development.

Ensuring that all learning needs of young peoplk @dults are met through equitable access
to appropriate learning and life skill programmesone of the six education for all (EFA) goals
established at the world education forum in Dalk#® So the provision of vocational skills, traigin
and youth empowerment should therefore constitnterngortant component in national strategies if
the education for all goals is to be achieved. Biglveloping countries including Nigeria tend to
concentrate on universal primary education andalig and do not pay sufficient attention to skill
training for youths, even though there are numeinitigtives focusing on providing education and
training people. These, in most cases, are oftell émscale and are not always recognized asgfart
a comprehensive National Education Strategies.€Tfeneed for government to urgently consider
redesigning the curricula with emphasis on skiljasition, especially on youth empowerment, if
government target of reducing poverty by the y@202s to be achieved.

Graduates of vocational and technical institutiares the empowered youths, they are highly
skilled entrepreneurs, many of the expatriate eegg who are being paid huge sums of money in
dollars to build roads and bridges in Nigeria ar@dgates of vocational colleges. Yet Nigeria is not
taking this sector seriously. Youth empowermentdshnical and vocational education is therefore a
sure means to aid sustainable development if utomrstideration is given to the sector.

Y outh Unemployment and Global Economic Challenges

The world economic situation is in great dangeraasesult of youth unemployment,
unemployable skills, global warming and securityaltgnges. Youths according to Osakwe (2013),
are persons between the ages of 18 and 24. Theydwmrmally have completed secondary
education, and would either be in tertiary insiitng or striving to secure employment, or are alyea
employed. Unemployment on the other hand is theliton or situation where person or group of
persons is without jobs (Adebayo, 2013). IntermatioLabour Organization (ILO) (2007) sees
unemployment as the number of economically acteeppe who are available but without work and
are seeking for work, including people who have tbeir jobs and those who have voluntarily left
work. Unemployment exists when a fit and eligibiéividual or group of individuals do not have a
job or work to do for some compensation. The r@atses of unemployment in Nigeria as identified
by Adebayo (2013) include; inappropriate schooticuta, rapid population growth, rapid expansion
of the educational system, decline in the manufagjusector and corruption among others.
Similarly, unemployment and under-employment inesedoping country such as Nigeria are largely
caused by pressure of rapid growing populationcbbsl leavers, defective manpower planning and
job seeker selectivity of job availability and ltioa.

Indeed, unemployment is a global trend but itresvplent mostly in the developing countries
of the world such as Nigeria, with social, econgrpialitical and psychological attendants. Adebayo
(2013) noted that unemployment of the youths isafrtbe challenges to global economic concern of
one more dire consequence for youths. Adebayo teghthat global youth’s unemployment rate was
projected at 12.7 percent in 2012. This portendmémse dangers when considering the fact that
young people are the next generation of potentfabductive economic and social actors. He added
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that the Nigerian youths unemployment in particidad that of the entire African youths at large
have been a major problem giving rise to other icr@ntendencies in the youths, which threaten the
socio-economic peace and stability of the globahemy.

Further, national security is fraught with coneey in educational literature as the term is
ambiguous and could be viewed from different pespe such as political, legal and military.
National security could equally refer to the meabie state of the capability of a nation to overeom
the multi-dimensional threats to the apparent welhg of its people and its survival as a nation at
any give socio-economic period, by balancing aditimments of state policy through governance.
Akwara (2013) noted that a broad understanding lodtweonstitutes a national security in Nigeria
includes disease, violent crime, political assag®ins, kidnapping, ethno-religious conflicts, tivi
war, terrorism and environmental degradation. loipin these definitions of national security isth
when adequate security is provided for the citizefisa nation, a congenial environment for
development and self-actualization is achieved.

There is a very close relationship between youimployment, national security and global
economic challenges. According to Adebayo (2018gnoployment in Nigeria poses many social,
economic, political and psychological consequeneaddch directly and indirectly impact on global
economic condition. Some of the social consequentdise high level of youth unemployment on
national security is that it encourages the devakapt of street youths and urban urchins popularly
known as area boys which is a culture that encasragiminal behavior. Unemployment has also
contributed to increasing feminization of povertsnang young women, which has encouraged
prostitution as a means of survival and leads affitking of young women, across international
borders with transnational security implicationsyéhologically, the unemployed persons usually
experience trauma, anger, frustration, low sek@st negative life satisfaction, unhappiness and
mental disorder including depression and acute sstreOther economic consequences of
unemployment include flee of youths and able-bodigeh from the country in search of better
opportunities elsewhere, thereby reducing the prtidel labour force and manpower capacity in
Nigeria.

Repositioning Technical and Vocational Education TVE in Nigeria for Youths Employment and
Global Economic Challenges

There are many strategies for repositioning teldgyoand vocational education in Nigeria
for youth empowerment, employment and global ecao@mallenges. Ayomike, Okwelle and Okeke
(2013) listed the following as possible stratedoesepositioning TVE in Nigeria tertiary institotns:
adequate funding of TVE in Nigeria tertiary instituns, adequate funding of TVE programme,
training and retraining of TVE teachers and indtits

In another development, Amaechi (2013) also sugdethe following as strategies for
repositioning TVE programme in Nigeria, improvemeninstructional and infrastructural resources
in TVE institutions, regular capacity building armciining workshops for better learning; better
synergy between TVE institutions and industry tigflowexchange of programmes, genuine political
will by government and education policy makers, liaying the conditions of service and regular
motivation for TVE teachers and instructors andutag sensitization to improve the public poor
perception of TVE as desirable course option imstefatagging it as inferior option. Musobo and
Gaga (2012) suggested public private partnershipamsther strategy for repositioning TVE
programme in Nigeria. They explained that publivge partnership involves contractual
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agreements between a public sector authority gorilvate entity, whereby the private party provides
or delivers a service that should have under noninalimstances been provided by the public sector
and assume substantial financial, technical andatipeal risk in the process of service delivery.
Similarly, UNESCO-UNEVOC (2012) posited that pukfidvate partnership could also be effective
in strengthening TVE teacher education and fatilita their professional development. The
organizations explained that partnership betwedniplVE institutions and private sector industries
could foster TVE teacher education through acdaisibf practical skills and development of
positive professional attitudes as well as proydopportunities for teachers to have industrial
experience.

Way Forward
The following strategies are suggested as the wayafrd to reposition TVE programme:

1. Proper supervision and monitoring of the impatation of TVE programme by government
ministries, departments and agencies is very intiperéor repositioning TVE programme.

2. The introduction of competency based TVE paogne in Nigeria tertiary institution.

3. Provision of qualified TVE personnel; instractal materials; in-service training for TVE
personnel as well as scholarship/grants for TVEHees/instructors is very imperative
for TVE to be adequately repositioned in Nigeria.

4. Provision of facilities, tools/equipment andisamable materials, is very imperative for TVE
programmes.

5. The relevant arms of government should adetwfted, plan, implement and manage TVE
programmes in all educational institutions, esgdisciartiary  institutions in Nigeria.

6. The government should through its agenciescseritly empower graduates of TVE at  all

levels and also diligently mentor and monitor tlativities to ensure their sustenance and
active contribution to nation building as well as/prty reduction.

7. The stakeholders and the policy makers in déucaector should restructure TVE
curriculum in such a manner that more scores and kie allotted to practical work exercise
than theoretical studies.

8. The government should make TVE attractive adl we a functional instrument for
optimization of our society and also create linkafge exploration of manufactured products.

Conclusion

This study affirms the measures for repositioning=Tprogramme and the capability of the
programme in reducing poverty, unemployment ankitag the global economic challenges. There is
a need to reposition a secure and poverty freeaglebonomy for youths to become influential
members of their society. Poverty, hunger, homakess society, sickness and lack of security are
paramount issues that require immediate attentfahe Nigerian government, if young people are
expected to become leaders of the future. Theréadfithe government to reposition the technical an
vocational education with emphasis to empower thaths for self-actualization and employment to
satisfy basic social needs, exacerbates thesegpngblt is therefore imperative to note that, tloelav
needs educated and skilled workers with Nigeriantly® as the core. And technical and vocational
education could fill this void.
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