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Abstract 
This research work dwells on the need to reposition primary education in Nigeria through 

competitiveness, innovations and entrepreneurship. Primary education is the education given 

to children aged 6-11 years plus. It involves learning and being instructed in the basic 

fundamental concepts, skills, principles and knowledge etc in the first level of educational 

system. The paper highlights the basic concepts of education and primary education as well as 

the objectives of primary education in line with the national policy on education. The 

challenges confronting primary education in Nigeria were x-rayed. The researcher looked at 

the different ways through which primary education in Nigeria can be repositioned to include; 

competitiveness, innovations and entrepreneurship. The paper finally came up with 

conclusions and recommendations.  
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 Primary Education as stipulated by the National Policy on Education NPE (2014) is the 

education given to children aged 6-11 years plus. In the views of Esu & Ntukidem (2015), primary 

education involves learning and being instructed in basic fundamental concepts, skills, principles and 

knowledge etc. in the first level of educational system. They further opined that this is why the policy 

maintains that the primary level of education is the key to success or failure of the whole system as 

the educational system is built upon it. In line with the statement, Esu (1990) in Esu and Ntukidem 

(2015) asserted that primary education is the backbone of the educational system. A solid foundation 

of primary education is a panacea for sustainable secondary and tertiary education. Transformation of 

secondary and tertiary education as a matter of necessity start from primary school,    He further 

added that any program agenda that intends to transform secondary and tertiary education without 

first transforming primary education must be insincere and unreasonable. Presently in Nigeria, 

primary education is faced with imminent collapse as a result of some emerging challenges such as 

inadequate competent teachers, poor teaching strategies and techniques, corruption, inconsistent 

government policies, non-payment of pensions and gratuity, insecurity, unconducive learning 

environment, poor remuneration etc. in primary schools in Nigeria;  

Repositioning primary education is therefore imperative through competitiveness, innovation 

and entrepreneurship. A faulty start at primary school level may result in poor finishing at other 

education levels which include the secondary and tertiary levels. This paper therefore hinges on the 

short comings and suggested ways of repositioning primary education since the decay of the primary 

education will be detrimental not only to the entire country but many ultimately result in the collapse 
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of the entire education system. The paper will therefore be focused on the under listed 

subheadings.(a.) basic concepts of education and primary education (b.) Objectives of Primary 

Education in Nigeria (c.) Challenges of primary education in Nigeria (d.) The different ways of 

repositioning primary education through i. Competitiveness, ii. Innovation, iii. Entrepreneurship, iv. 

Conclusion  and  v. Recommendation. 

 

1) Basic Concepts of Education and Primary Education. 

The term education has been defined differently by many scholars /authors globally.  

However the understanding of education have changed over the past years prior to the era of formal 

schooling, education according to Esu and Ntukidem (2015), was regarded as any process of bringing 

up or rearing children in a given society. They said that it was an instrument for transmitting the 

accumulated knowledge and culture from generation to generation and for developing human traits 

that contribute to economic output, social stability and the production of new knowledge.  

 Currently, education has been a vehicle for social change and a powerful tool for social, 

economic, political and technological development of any country. In the view of Njama-Abang 

(2005), in Ushie and Ferdinand (2017), it is a deliberate, systematic and sustained effort to transmit, 

evoke or acquire knowledge, attitudes, values, skills, sensibilities as well as any outcome of an effort. 

They further explained that education is a means through which citizens become liberated or develop 

the potentials to limit the hold of tradition, and or superstitious beliefs on themselves, or an armory 

against failure and stagnation in an increasingly difficult world. Ihenzim, (2001) in Abawua (2018), 

viewed  education as a discipline comprising a body of knowledge, skills values and experiences 

designed to be learned by members of a society in order to guide them in the society approve direction 

and enable them achieve their goals and aspiration. This implies that education is the only means by 

which the individual can acquire specialized knowledge and skills. Therefore no country takes for 

granted the education of her citizens knowing that they are the wealth of the nation. Ayabolu (2002) 

in Adeyanju (2017), opined that what Nigeria needs is to turn her economy around through basic 

education programs that will ensure that every Nigerian youth is sufficiently equipped with 

knowledge, skills and experiences required for initial entry into one occupation in the world of work, 

college bound or not.  

Peters (1967) in Esu and Ntukidem (2015), opined that education is the all-round development of a 

person physically, intellectually, morally and spiritually which implies that education encourages a 

wholesome development of the individual through participation in the activities of the social group. It 

therefore follows that education must take into account the active involvement of the person to be 

developed. 

 Primary education is typically the first stage of formal education, coming after pre-school and 

before secondary school. The International Standard Classification of Education considers primary 

education as a single phase where programs are typically designed to provide fundamental skills in 

reading, writing and mathematics and to establish a solid foundation for learning. (ISCED, 2011). 

According to Ugbong and Ferdinand, (2018), basic education is referred to as a level of education that 

prepares individuals to have firm roots in literacy and numeracy, they also stated that it includes basic 

life skills of learning and possesses the elements of development oriented strategies, as such focused 
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on eradication of dependency and betterment of the living conditions of people especially as such 

conditions affect the underprivileged. 

Primary Education as asserted by Esu (1990) in Esu and Ntukidem (2015), is the background 

of the educational system. Asodike and Ikpitibo, (2012), in Ferdinand, (2019), viewed primary 

education as the Nigerian child stepping stone to pursue higher academic and social goals. Therefore, 

children are able to undergo primary education, have a probability of continuing up to secondary 

school and tertiary institutions as they so desire. The assertion of Ogbaji and Mowette, (2017) in 

Ferdinand, (2019), has it that education is an instrument for national development and the starting 

point is the primary education level. They explained that unfortunately in Nigeria, primary education 

which is the pivot of the entire educational system is fast loosing relevance as it is not fulfilling the 

national objectives set down in the national policy on education. 

 

Objectives of Primary Education in Nigeria  

 Objectives are referred to as a broad statement of what the school is expected to achieve and 

accomplish at the end of each program or level of education. In other words, objectives of primary 

education are broad statement of school-wide outcomes, Esu &  Ntukidem (2015). According to the 

national policy on education (NPE 2004), primary school should be able to help people acquire 

demonstrate; inculcate those general outcomes spelt out by the policy. These include the following: 

The inculcation of permanent literacy and numeracy and the ability to communicate effectively; this 

implies that the child at the primary school level is taught arithmetic and language skills. The skills 

acquired enable him to effectively communicate and transact in the society. 

 

The laying of Sound Basis for Scientific and Reflective Thinking: According to Anero (2014), it 

means that primary education should equip the pupils with the above objective through different 

school subjects to enable the learners explore nature, immediate environment, music and art. Basic 

habits necessary for successive science activities are also taught at this level. Some such habits 

include; hygiene practices like washing of hands before and after meals, toilet habits as well as sleep 

and rest etc.  

The inculcation of citizenship education as a basis for effective and contribution to the live of the 

society. The development of good leadership and fellowship among people is inculcated in children 

during their primary school days. This is achieved by enabling the children develop ways of relating 

with others in a group by cooperatively sharing and carrying out responsibilities. This is achieved 

through group assignment and other group activities, Anero (2014). 

 

Mold the character and develop sound attitude and morals in the child:  that is through exposure 

to different subject in the primary school education pupils should exhibit sound moral character and 

healthy attitudes, Emeh and Esu, (2015).This can be achieved through story telling as a method of 

teaching. 

 

Developing in the child the ability to adapt to his changing environment:  changes in weather 

conditions accounting for different seasons are taught at this level. By so doing the pupils are 

informed in adapting to the different environment.  
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Giving the child opportunities for developing manipulative skills that enables him to function 

effectively in the society within the limits of his capacity. Emeh and Esu, (2015), affirmed that the 

primary school provides opportunities for the child to function of the locality effectively in the society 

as his capacity allows him.  

Providing basic tools for further education advancement, including preparation for trades and 
crafts.   According to Emeh & Esu, (2015), pupils at the end of their primary education, should be 

able to further their higher education with the provision of basic tools. It also implies that they would 

be well prepared for trades and crafts in the local community. 

 

Challenges of Primary Education in Nigeria 

Nigerian government has made frantic efforts in the provision of basic education for its citizens but 

there are some major challenges militating against the achievements and attainment of these 

objectives of primary education. These are as follows;  

Poor infrastructures, poor quality control, lack of competent teachers. Others; are inadequate supply 

of text books and instructional materials, insecurity, poor funding, corruption, lack of guidance and 

counseling, poor remuneration etc. 

 

Poor Infrastructure: the Nigerian primary schools still experience inadequate infrastructures such as 

well equipped laboratories, libraries, good class rooms, furniture, fittings etc. Since the 

commencement of the  Universal Basic Education (UBE) programme, Adeyanju, (2017). Where the 

infrastructures are available, they are  found to be in  a very deplorable state. In most primary schools, 

inadequate classrooms building have resulted in overcrowded classrooms, a situation which is not 

conducive for effective teaching and learning. Physical facilities play a vital role in teaching and 

learning in the primary school. Ferdinand, (2019). 

 

Poor Quality Control: Universal Basic Education programmes (UBEP 2002), in Ferdinand (2019) 

explained that regular monitoring of what goes on in primary education centres is very necessary for 

quality assurance. Inadequate qualified school supervisor and vehicles for effective supervision have 

been identified as one of the major constraints of UBE programmes. 

 

Lack of Competent Teachers: Effective instructional delivery depends on availability of qualified 

and motivated teachers. According to Isangedighi (2007) in Ibrahim, Umar & Udom (2018), the 

teacher is a   decisive element of any instructional setting that decides the mood of the class. His 

qualification and experience determines his productivity. In most cases Nigerian basic school teacher 

who are overloaded with the task of teaching the pupils are not even qualified to teach, (Opoh, 

Unimna & Ogbaji (2014).  

 

Inadequate supply of texts books and instructional materials: Ferdinand, (2019), added that, for 

learning to take place, there is the need for the teacher to sensitize pupils or learners sense of seeing, 

hearing, smelling, tasting and touching. This can only be achieved through the incorporation of 
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instructional materials (Ajayi 2004) in Adejanju (2017). Without textbooks and instructional 

materials, it will be difficult for the objectives or goals of primary education to be achieved. 

 

Poor funding: A major challenge facing primary education in Nigeria is funding     in the mist of 

rising demands and cost of education. V8, Okemakinde & Ssempebwa (2008), in Ibrahim, Umar & 

Udom (2018), affirmed finance  is one of the problems confronting the primary education sector 

owing to a drastic reduction in both the actual and proportion of government fund allocated to 

education, despite the UNESCO’S recommendations of allocation of 26% of a nation’s national 

income to the sector. Landan (2012), in Ajie-Edo (2017), reported that the low level of 26% of the 

total budget certainly affects the implementation of government policy on education in the country 

and in particular the Universal Basic Education since the inception. 

 

Corruption: Ferdinand (2019), posited that corruption in Nigeria affects every sector of the 

government including the primary education. She added that taking bribes is practiced not only by 

politicians but also by people in the educational system including school authorities, fund meant for 

primary education, infrastructure, salary payments, maintenance and running of primary schools are 

being diverted and mismanaged. 

 

Concept of Competitiveness: 

To complete according to Enefu, Okolo & Okorocha (2018) is  to try to be more successful or better 

than somebody else who is trying to do the same thing as you. They added that, to be competitive 

describes a situation in which people or organizations compete in order to be as good as or better than 

others do. Margenstern (1972) as found in Enefu, Okolo & okorocha (2018) gave the meaning of 

competition as one struggle with others, of fight, of attempting to get ahead or at least  to hold one’s 

place. Competiveness therefore pertains to the ability and performance of a firm, sub-sector or country 

to sell and supply goods and services in a given market, in relation to the ability and performance of 

other firm in the same market. (w.w.w.wikipedia.org). Also the world economic forum (2018) global 

competitiveness as a set of institution, factors and policies that determined the level of productivity of 

a country taking into its level of development. Akinso (2013), in Enefu Okolo and Okorocha (2018) 

argued that competiveness is not the same as  productivity. In his view, competiveness related only to 

the economic health of a nation’s traded sectors. This  implies that a nation could have high 

productivity in some sectors and still be economically unhealthy by not creating enough jobs. For 

him, economic health can only be defined in terms of the ability nation’s economic sectors have to 

add value and thus create jobs. This view however, is supported by the International Institute of 

Management that, economic growth alone cannot   determine a country’s competiveness rather, it is 

only one of the factors that contributes to competiveness. It is in view of this that Onyemenam (2004) 

in Enefu, Okolo & Okorocha, describes competitiveness as the degree of superiority by which a firm 

or nation produces goods, services and other related functions when compared to peers. 

 

Innovation:  

This can be defined as a process that involves multiple activities to uncover new ways to do things 

Merriam (2016). Innovation in its modern meaning is a new idea, creative thoughts new imagination 
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in form of device or method. Innovation is often also viewed as the application of better solutions that 

meet new requirements, unarticulated needs, or existing market needs. Such innovation take place 

through the provision of more effective products, processes, services, technologies etc. Ajie-Edo, 

(2017). Innovation in primary education encourages teachers and pupils to explore, research and use 

all the tools to uncover something new, (Michelle, 2005) in Ajie-Edo, (2017). He further explained 

that it involves a different way of looking at problem and solving them. Also that the thinking process 

that goes into it will help pupils develop their creativity and their problem solving skills. According to 

Heseltine (2015), in Ajie-Edo (2017) involves constant collaboration with colleagues – a total last 

minute redo of a teacher’s lesson plan because there was something else out there that he or she just 

had to try, a change in the direction of a class because the learners are driving the instruction. 

It is imperative therefore for all innovative progrmmes to focus on the intended outcomes to meet 

needs, work in collaborative partnerships, involve teachers and learners development and deployment 

of technology, incorporate breaches, and ensures appropriate monitoring and evaluation measures are 

in place to test and refine the use of technology for learning. 

 

Entrepreneurship:  

The function of entrepreneurship education in repositioning  primary education is one of the veritable 

tools that liberate an individual from  unskilled disposition to a skillful individual and to become self-

reliant and to contribute to the growth and development of the nation, (Ugbong, Ogar & Ferdinand, 

2017). According to them, the major objective of entrepreneurship education is to develop 

enterprising people and inculcate in students an attitude of self-reliance using appropriate learning 

process and primary education is a the starting point.   

Nwosu (2015), posited that entrepreneurship education involves developing in an individual specific 

skills and abilities, helping an individual to develop self-confidence, and developing in an individual 

creative ability. Others include making an individual intellectually productive irrespective of the area 

of specialization, which can be best achieved if what is taught is related to what is obtainable in the 

society; making an individual self-reliant, independent and inculcating in the learner the right attitude 

and values that will make him perform excellently in the business world as a producer and employer 

of labour. In essence, Nwosu (2015), added that, entrepreneurship education is not only teaching 

learners to run a business but encouraging creative thinking and promoting a strong sense of self-

worth and accountability.  

 

Conclusion 

The repositioning and attainment of functional primary education in Nigeria is largely dependent to 

some large extent on the effective applicability of competitiveness, innovation and entrepreneurship 

education into the primary education level which is the starting point of formal learning. Despite the 

challenges confronting primary education in Nigeria, it is imperative that this level of  education 

should be competitive in order to meet up with other schools globally through innovation and 

entrepreneurial skills geared towards the enhancement of pupils at this level to become self reliant, 

ICT compliance with the view of committing poverty, hunger, unemployment etc. 
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Recommendations 

The researcher recommended the following;  

1. Increase the budgetary allocation in line with the UNESCO’S 26% recommendation. 

2. Retraining of primary education teachers in computer to up-grade them in ICT and other 

related areas. 

3. Proper funding of the primary education for the procurement of instructional resources like 

texts books, computers etc. 

4. Primary school teachers should be adequately educated prepared and nurtured through 

rewards, offering them a lifelong professional developments opportunities to impound their content in 

e-learning and ICT 

5. Government should provide conducive and stimulating learning environment for effective 

teaching/learning in primary education. 

6. Parents of proven integrity with good wealth of experience should be appointed into the 

Parents Teachers Association (PTA). 

7. The inclusion of entrepreneurship education at the primary school level should be  considered  

a necessity. 

The three major approaches stated above in repositioning primary education in Nigeria if properly 

planned and implemented will enhance adequate quantity and quality. 
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