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Abstract

Although, slavery has been abolished from the world, the trade in
human beings otherwise known as human trafficking still continues.
Consequently, hundred of thousands of African women and children of
school age are being forced into situations of labour and sexual
exploitation both on the continent and abroad every year as a result of
the scorching poverty in the land. At the international scene,
trafficking in persons has been identified as a serious threat to human
security and development by governments, non-governmental
organizations, pressure groups and the united Nations. Undoubtedly,
for many African countries, the problem has only recently been
acknowledged. Finally the paper recommended that African
governments, non-governmental organizations community based
organizations and the media should sustain the current public and
media interest in human trafficking through more public education
programmes based on research, conferences, workshops and
intervention strategies.

Women and children in Africa are the victims of the traffickers. Women
and children are being reduced to commodities traded on in international
markets. They are transported and sold to be exploited in prostitution, domestic
or agricultural labour, pornography and other slavery-like activities. This of
course is a modern form of slave trade that must be combated.

Fundamentally, trafficking in persons is being viewed as a complex
problem rooted in poverty and resulting to subordination of women and children
as well as violation of human rights. Trafficking in human beings is an act of a
person using force, threat, deception or other improper forms of pressure to
exploiting another person in some way. However, for the purpose of this article,
the definition of trafficking in the United Nations transactional organized crime
protocol to prevent and suppress trafficking in persons, especially women and
children as adopted by Fitzgibbon (2003) is used.

To this end, the protocol defines trafficking in persons’ as “the
recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or receipt of person by means of
threat or use of force or other forms of coercion of abduction, fraud, deception,
the abuse of power or position of vulnerability the giving and receiving payment
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or benefits to achieve the consent of person having control over another person,
for the purpose of exploitation”.

Human trafficking is a serious crime that not only violates the dignity of
the individual but also infringes on a number of human rights. In the light of this,
Germano (2000) maintained that under the terms of human rights instruments
currently in force, governments are responsible for protecting people against
human trafficking. He emphasized that the governments of the countries of
origin, all transit countries and final destination countries respectively are
directly responsible for implementing the necessary measures to protect and fight
human trafficking, protect the victims and provide adequate support.

Why Human Trafficking Flourishes

There are three basic reasons why trafficking in persons flourishes in
Africa. These are (1) the promise of a better life (2) the existence of a market for
commercial sexual exploitation and (3) the high profit and low risk involved.

The Promise of a Better Life

The quest for better life has voraciously stimulated and sustained
trafficking in persons business. To this end, Jinadu(1986) noted that
transformation of traditional practice of placing children in wealthier households
and longstanding patterns of seasonal labour migration to trafficking of children
for profit is now a better African reality. He further explained that the
‘placement of children’ is a deeply rooted cultural tradition as a means to giving
children a *better life’ and the movement of children from rural to urban areas is
very common practice which traffickers exploit to their advantage.

Subscribing to the above assertion, Ojomo (2000) pointed out that,
typically, someone who is known to the family or village promises to find
employment and education for the child. Once the child leaves home, parents
have no contact with their children nor the intermediary. Children are then
subjected to slave under backbreaking conditions and long hours that deprive
them of education and endanger their health.

He further added that children toil under the control of marketers, touts
and pimps in the streets and market places of large urban areas, where they are
exposed at an early age top wide range of physical and sexual abuse. To
Fitzgibbon (2003) trafficking occurs if a child or his/her family is mislead with
false promises for better life, coerced or otherwise forcibly recruited or handed
over to transporters. He stressed that, frequently a child is told that he/she is
going to a big city for a good job and then moved elsewhere. Alternatively,
his/her family might be charged large fee for ‘placement’ in a job to ensnare the
child into debt bondage. In other instances, a child may be recruited as a waitress
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or dancer and then forced into prostitution. Poverty stricken parents also have
given children to traffickers to get out of debt.

Confirmatively, International Labour  Organization/International
Programme on the Elimination of Child Labour (2002) and United Nations
international Children Education Fund (2002) researches showed that most
trafficked children come from families with five and more children who are
promised of better life and that parents are generally ignorant of the risks of
sending their children to urban areas. They also observed that it is not always the
poorest families in a village that put their children in a trafficking situation.
Accordingly, World Bank (2001) surveys in villages in Benin and Burkina Faso
revealed that other factors for or better life such as exposure to the world outside
the village through the televisions, soccer clubs etc are important ‘push’ factors
which traffickers capitalize on.

According to World Bank (1995) studies, a family’s motive in sending a
child away is the search for better educational opportunities for their children, not
employment. It is noted that many villages lack vocational opportunities for
youth, and educational opportunities are insufficient or inaccessible.
Conclusively, it maintained that it is the *success’ stories of wealth or remittances
back to villages by relatives working in urban areas or overseas that provide
powerful incentive for parents to consider sending their children out of the home
or village for work.

Existing Market for Commercial Sexual Exploitation

Another harsh African reality is the movement of young African women
and children to Europe and to the Middle East for commercial sex exploitation.
In the light of this, Ebigbo and Nwegwu (1996) remarked that, lured by promises
of employments as shopkeepers, maids, seamstresses, nannies or hotel service
positions in Europe, African women find themselves forced into prostitution
upon arrival, their travel documents will be seized and they will be the subject of
brutal beatings if their earning level are unsatisfactory.

According to Fitzgibbon (2003) these trafficking networks, dominated by
Nigerian organized crime in West Africa, are highly adaptive and have expanded
their operations to Benin, Togo, Ghana, Guinea, Mali and South Africa. He
maintained that increased airport security and scrutiny of documents have forced
traffickers to take their human cargo overland to Italy or other countries of
Europe where they have a boom for human wares. Typically, he pointed out that
traffickers establish a safe-house network across the region, moving their human
wares through the desert to Morocco by vehicle to other parts of the North
Africa. They may be moved across to Mediterranean by Fast boats to Spain
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where there is ready market for them. Narrating how the business is transacted,
“O’Neil-Richard(2002) stated that a typical trafficking scenario begins when the
women or girls mostly between 15-24 years of age, is approached by a recruiter
to go abroad to work. The recruiters are often known in the area, sometimes
friends of the victim or are family members themselves. He noted that parents
are often major accomplices as they pressure their daughters into the trade abroad
to repatriate earnings to the family.

Furthermore, Ewuruigwe (1986) noted that some families even pay the
trafficker to secure overseas employment for their daughters. He pointed out that
the women are then subjected to traditional religious rituals to further intimidate
them from revealing information about the network. Once recruited, women who
resist are often brutally gang-raped into submission and continually kept under
guard.

High Profits and Low Risks Involved

Modern-day slavery thrives because of its profitability. Women
Trafficking and Child Labour Eradication Foundation (2000) noted that UN
estimates indicate that trafficking in persons generates $7 to $10 billion annually
for traffickers, the third largest profits for illicit activities behind arms dealing
and narcotics trafficking. It explained that, it is often easier for traffickers to
move human cargo through borders and past immigration officials than narcotics
or weapons caches which are often seized when found. Also, the value of
trafficked victims is more ongoing than that of drugs or weapons. Trafficking
victims, even if caught, can be re-trafficked and traffickers can make additional
money off victims by reselling them to another brothel owner or employer after
their often inflated debt is paid.

There can be little doubt that it is the high profits that continue to fuel the
trade of human beings in Africa. = Committee on the Elimination of
discrimination against Women CEDAW (2002) maintained that in a typical child
trafficking scenario, the recruiter may earn from $50 to $1,000 for a child
delivered to the ‘employer.” It observed that profits vary according to the source
countries, destinations and ‘use’ of the trafficked person. For instance, an
African child trafficked to US might net a trafficker $10,000 to $20,000,
according to the US Immigration and Naturalization Service. Explaining further,
it pointed out that a recruiter and transporter of a woman to Europe for
commercial sexual exploitation spends approximately $2,000 to bribe appropriate
officials, procure travel documents and safe houses and to transport a victim to
‘madam’, who pays approximately $12,000 for the victim. The “madam” then
forces the victim into prostitution to repay a debt of up to $50,000. Traffickers of
Women trafficked to Europe for commercial sexual exploitation typically earns
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$20,000 to $50,000 per victim. Some of this money is remitted back to the
source country through commercial banks and money wire services.

To this end, United Nations International Children Education
Fund(1999) noted that the international organization for migration estimated that
traffickers earn about $800 for each Ethiopian girl trafficked to the Middle East.
It further pointed out that in conflict zones, government militaries and rebel
commanders’ profit from the services of child soldiers, porters and sex slaves,
who require little or no remuneration.

In another development, Ngban (2006) noted that not only high profits,
but also low risks make the trafficking business attractive in Africa. He observed
that African traffickers face a low risk of arrest, prosecution or other negative
consequences. Traffickers in Africa have exploited the lack of rule of law, the
non-implementation of existing anti-slavery laws and corruption of judicial
systems in several African countries.  These institutional lapses allow
perpetrators to go unpunished. Cases against traffickers regularly fall apart due
to lack of protection for witnesses and family involvement in sending a child or
other family member away. Children are unaware of their rights and are unable
to provide enough information against traffickers for successful prosecution.

The Impact of Human Trafficking in Africa

According to Women Trafficking and Child Labour Eradication
Foundation WOTCLEF (2000), populations vulnerable to trafficking are growing
in Africa which increases the supply of potential deleterious effects on all
segments of African society. The victims may be economic migrants, political
asylum seekers, those rendered homeless or jobless after natural disasters or civil
conflict, or individuals looking for a better way of life. Acceptedly, civil
conflict, political instability, famine, HIV/AIDS and economic stagnation mean
the number of individuals, particularly women and children in desperate
situations are growing. It points out that civil conflicts and HIV/AIDS are
dramatically increasing the number of orphans in Africa. In eastern and southern
Africa, the dramatic rise in households headed by children may create fertile
ground for traffickers. Supporting the proceeding statement International Labour
Organization / International Programme on the Elimination of child Labour
ILO/IPEC (2004) pointed out that in Tanzania, 112 percent of children are
orphans; 920,000 have lost at least one parent to HIVV/AIDS and 165,000 children
have lost both parents. They further maintained that South Africa’s department
of health estimated that there were 420,000 HIV/AIDS orphans in 2001; this
number could increase to one million by 2005 according to Nelson Mandela’s
children fund.
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To Olateru-Olagbeji (2000), the negative consequences of trafficking on
victims are multifarious. He noted that trafficked victims who have not fulfilled
the terms of the working arrangements are often ashamed or afraid to return
home. Therefore, victims forced into prostitution, many of whom have
contracted HIV/AIDS or a sexually transmitted infection, also find reintegration
into their home difficult if not impossible.

Poverty and Human Trafficking

It is very obvious that poverty is endemic in developing countries of the
globe. It has been estimated that at least 50 percent of the poor in sub Saharan
Africa live in East Africa and Nigeria. In Nigeria, World Bank estimate (1995)
indicated that over 45 percent of the Country’s population live below the poverty
line. The same body indicated that the poverty in the Country will rise by two-
third and almost half the population will be below the poverty line by the year
2007. By these projections, it becomes clear that Nigerians in particular and
Africans in general will become vulnerable to the machinations of traffickers in
order to earn a living.

Accordingly, Obaseki and Onwioduokit (1997) stated that: *“from
whichever angle one looks at it, the fact remains that poverty is undesirable. It is
an economic and social malaise, a ravaging phenomenon that must be tackled if
we must give an answer to the problem of human trafficking” Corroborating this
view, Chauhan (1978) posited that, there is a positive correlation between
poverty and crime involving very high earnings and very low risks. He observed
that the highest percentage of criminals came from low socio-economic
conditions.  Furthermore, he observed that it is not necessarily true that all
persons who come from under-privilege class are criminals. The crucial factors
in poor homes is that parents cannot even fulfill the legitimate needs of their
children. This financial incapacity makes parents vulnerable to the deceit of
traffickers, who deceive them that they are going to give their children jobs, only
to end up getting them into forced labour or prostitution.

On his part, Ekpo (2002) viewed poverty as a complex phenomenon
which exerts pervasive influence on all aspects of one’s life. He posited that
particularly for African countries, which include Nigeria, poverty has become
endemic. According to him, poverty is a condition of living characterized by
disease, illiteracy, malnutrition and squalor, to the extent that it inhibits the
realization of potentials of individuals and even entire society. Conclusively, he
pointed out that, poverty is a political and socio-economic liability that renders
parents vulnerable to the mischievous antics of human traffickers in order to
make ends meet.
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Basically, the poor are those who lack a stable income, have little
property, and cannot maintain a healthy living. They also lack an adequate level
of education. In general, they have no basic necessities of life including adequate
food, clothing and shelter. They are unable to meet social and economic
obligations, lack skills and gainful employment, have few physical assets and
sometimes, lack self-esteem. Being aware of these disadvantages, Saricho
(1996) and Olayemi (1995) posited that the poor man does anything possible to
break away from the shackles of poverty. This state of desperation as they noted,
makes him vulnerable and by implication, a ready market for exploitation.
UNICEF (1999) on its part observed that, most often than not teenagers are sent
to other countries to work as prostitutes because of poverty. Prostitution in
Africa is also encouraged when tourists from wealthy countries come in
deliberately to take advantage of the ‘services’ provided by young people and
children.

According to the United Nations as stated in Shifman (2003), the global
industry of human trafficking generates an estimated 5.7 billion dollars annually
with at least 700,000 victims every year. He explained that increased economic
inequality with its discrimination impact on girls and women ensures a supply of
desperately poor women and girls willing to do anything to survive. He
however, acknowledged that this situation is more prevalent in Africa.

Ojong (2002) on her part, attributed the cause of human trafficking to the
vicious circle of poverty prevalent in Africa. To her, the vicious circle of poverty
connotes interrelated network of deprivations. These deprivations as she
maintained showcase the poor as a ready market for traffickers.

According to United Nations International Children Education Fund
(2000), Porous borders and desperately poor economic conditions in the West
and central African sub-region have prompted people to migrate to trade and
farm under neck breaking conditions. UNICEF further explained that poverty
has led families into more desperate measures as seen in the increasing numbers
of children and young people being trafficked into exploitative labour and
prostitution.

To Madunagu (2000), poverty is seen to be the highest factor that makes
victims more susceptible to trafficking. She pointed out that the degree to which
they are left with virtually nothing to earn a living with is unimaginable. They
have no money to go to school and nobody to take care of them. She therefore
observed that being in this kind of situation, the poor would see trafficking as a
means of improving their lot; a means of gaining employment, making money
from which they can earn a living and perhaps train themselves.
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Clearly, the horror of poverty extends into all aspects of a person’s life
susceptibility to disease, limited access to most types of services and information,
lack of control over resources, subordination to higher, social and economic
classes, utter insecurity in the face of changing circumstances including of
course, its psychological effect - the erosion of human dignity and self-respect.
All these inadequacies combine to render the poor man helpless. Thus, this state
of helplessness makes him vulnerable to traffickers.

The Implications of Human Trafficking to Educational Development in the
Niger Delta.

The Niger Delta region, being Nigeria’s economic mainstay for several
decades is characterized with violent protests and crises. These are designed to
draw the attention to a long period of exploitation, neglect, marginalization,
sufferings and injustices meted out by successive regimes in Nigeria to the
people and environment of the Niger Delta.

However, the mismanagement of what started as a peaceful process has
now transformed into a near-full scale war. Rather than addressing the very
genuine demands of equity and social justice, through pragmatic programmes of
development, state responses to popular pressures are dominated by the character
of deterrence exhibited by unrestrained willingness to show maximum force at
the slightest provocation. (Douglas, 2004). During the period of crises,
educational institutions are closed down for several months, children and women
of school ages are trafficked due to porous nature of our borders. These activities
affect the rapid development of education in the region.

Conclusion

This article commenced with an introduction of the subject matter, it then
defined human trafficking according to the United Nations transactional
organized crime protocol to prevent and suppress trafficking in persons. The
implications of human trafficking to educational development in the Niger Delta
area was also addressed. The reasons why human trafficking flourishes in Africa
and the impact of this dastardly trade were dealt with. Finally, the paper clearly
discussed the relationship between poverty and human trafficking by explicitly
acknowledging that, there exist a positive relationship between poverty and
human trafficking.

Recommendations

In a attempt to arrest the rising incidence of human trafficking in Africa
and the implications on educational development in the Niger Delta, the
following recommendations are proffered.

1. African government, non-governmental organizations, community based
organizations and the media should sustain the current public and media
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interest in human trafficking through more public education programmes
based on research, conferences, workshops and intervention strategies.

2. Educational programmes such as Universal Basic Education (UBE) and
poverty alleviation programme should be implemented in Africa as a
whole so as to arrest the rising incidence of human trafficking.

3. African government should provide employment opportunities to young
men and women as this will go a long way to curbing the pandemic.
4. More youth friendly centers for counseling, rehabilitation, education and

skills acquisition programmes for victims of human trafficking should be
established to make rehabilitation and re-integration easier for them.

5. All efforts should be made to pass the children’s Bill and Anti-
Trafficking bill to give Law Enforcement agents better and clearer tools
for Law Enforcement on child trafficking. Equally, the Convention for
Rights of the Child (CRC) and the African charter on the rights of the
child should be domesticated. The juvenile justice system should be
made more effective and operator of the law should be trained on child’s
rights.
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