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Abstract

This study aims at investigating the challenges gmdspects of
language learning through e-learning at Federal lEgk of Education
Eha-Amufu. The sample for the study consisted & 2fdents
randomly selected from year two and three NCE sitsde\ structured
guestionnaire on the availability, challenges andogpects of e-
learning was used for data collection. Finding skeowa dearth of e-
learning facilities. The few ones available are nall utilized because
of poor power supply and regular internet servicHse study identified
some prospects of e-learning in the college whictiude that e-
learning sustains the students’ interest and magashing and learning
effective. It also identified ways the internet cdaelp in language
learning such as in vocabulary and pronunciationheT paper
recommends adequate provision of necessary fasiliheeded for
functional e-learning in schools.

The technological developments in the society, @apig in information and
communication technologies (ICTs) have influenckédextions of the society including
education sector. Application of ICTs in the forfneslearning is already changing the
teaching and learning processes in some tertigtitutions.

E-learning has been variously defined. It is deafias learning through the use
of electronic means. It is also regarded as theiaitipn of skill and knowledge using
electronic technologies like computer and intebased courseware, local and wide area
networks. According to Aboderin (2015), e-learnirgders to the use of information
communication technology to enhance and/or suplgarning in tertiary education.
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However, this involves an array of facilities ramgifrom students using e-mail and
accessing course materials online to programmesgedetl entirely online. Also, Naidu
(2006) states that e-learning commonly refers ttentonal use of networked
information and communication technology in teaghand learning. Shavina (2001)
defines information and communication technology adisthe digital technologies,
including computer, scanner, printer, telephonterivet, digital satellite system (DSS),
direct broadcast satellite, (DBS), pocket-switchifiger optic cables, laserdisc and
multi-media systems for collection, processing, raje and dissemination of
information all over the world.

E-learning as an aspect of ICT is a departure ttoeconventional approach in
curriculum implementation. Aboderin & Kumuyi (2018kplains that e-leaning is of
two major forms. One is called synchronous andatier is called asynchronous. The
synchronous form has comprehensive features tlmtsafor interactivity between the
learning content and the learners. It has in-Badtures like forum chatting and audio-
effect-aiming at providing multiple outlet opporities to engage the learner
meaningfully and therefore aid comprehension. ABymigous form of e-learning on the
other hand only presents the learning contentHerdtudents to read, internalize and
download if need be. Furthermore, whereas syncluone-learning allows for
immediate feedback as much as possible, asynchsomay not necessarily allow for
immediate feedback.

However, e-learning should ensure effective pedaga@md curriculum
implementation in the computer age. Curriculum enpéntation, according to Offorma
(2002), is the planning and execution of the castef curriculum in order to bring
about certain changes in the behaviour of the &zarand the assessment of the extent to
which the changes take place. The basic aim of dmphtation is to achieve the
objectives of instruction, achieve retention arahsfer knowledge. The main purpose of
e-learning is to transform the old methods and @ggires to curriculum implementation
and not to erase the contents of curriculum. Eqiegris driven by the curriculum hence
it is an instructional medium that permits alteivet approaches to curriculum
implementation in an ICT age.

The general term used to describe whatever foredotation that is received
without the direct presence of the teacher, bualliswith aid of one or a combination
of instructional media is distance education. NwgR806), states that distance
education is planned teaching and learning expegig¢hat uses a wide spectrum of
technologies to reach learners interactions antification of learning. However, the
acceptance of distance education as an effectiv@nsnéhrough which high quality
education can be provided has generated a wides rahgome terminologies which
include open learning, flexible learning, e-leaghamong others.
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The application of e-learning in curriculum implemtation is to infuse efficiency and
effectiveness in teaching and planning procesdetreloping countries like Nigeria, the
application of e-learning is faced with many chadles.

Obstacles to Effective E-learning

According to Global Information Technology Repo?0Q5), the problems of
effective e-learning include computer laboratoriggernet facilities, fax, wireless
application, digital library, digital classroomsuitimedia systems and the problem of
multimedia courseware development among otherserGiiudies by Jegede & Owolabi
(2008), indicated that there is death of traineathers and personal for e-learning, lack
of facilities, infrastructure and equipment.

Furthermore, obstacles to the implementation oéagding abound. Ajadi,
Salawu & Adeoye (2011), explain that the commorigse of e-learning adopted in
some Nigerian schools is in form of lecturer's nimt€CD-Rom which can be played as
and when the learner desires. They noted alsostimae institutions adopted the use of
intranet facilities. However, the intranet facilitg not well maintained because of
challenges of irregular power supply and the higt of running generators. As a result,
most students go to cyber café to access intemgitities. There is need for a
combination of equipment, software, connectivityd ammained teachers to achieve
effective e-learning.

Merits of E-learning

However, despite the numerous challenges facimgeing, it has some merits.
E-learning equips learners with the informationhtemlogy awareness and skills
essential to succeed in present day global knowlesdmnomy. It allows for efficient
transfer of knowledge anywhere and anytime, regasdbf subject matter, and opens up
a world of learning unavailable in most classroogitisgs. In the view of Yusuf &
Afolabi (2010) and Shaikh & Kohja (2011), the ugd®@T can influence teaching and
learning styles by changing the emphasis from tackntered styles to a learner-
centered style and by providing opportunities t@rove information-reasoning skills,
communication skills, higher-thinking skills, cradly and problems solving. The most
notable advantages of most types of e-learningyrdoty to Wikipedia, are flexibility,
convenience and ability to work at learners pacdvi@usly, e-learning, like
communicative methods of language learning is éisteddl based on learners and
learners are the focus in the learning process.

Disadvantages

In spite of the numerous merits of e-learning,as Isome disadvantages. Some
learners have little or no knowledge about compusage and internet and are therefore
unable to work with them confidently. E-learningcoEases social relations among
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learners and reduces the number of face to faceingeand the quality of teacher’s

supervision of the learners. More importantly, mestchers are not computer literate
hence not acquainted with this kind of teaching laadning process.

Despite the challenges and disadvantages of eitgguithe internet can help the English
language learners in many ways. It is a known ttaat the most widely used language
on the internet is English, which is used on mbnthalf of all the pages on the web.
Those pages cover all styles of English — busirnmssyersation, scientific report, news,
sports, and debates — which makes the internetesh iesource for interactive learning.

How E — learning and internet can help in learningenglish language

There are many ways the internet can help the &mdknguage learners.
Learning a language like English as a second lagggiraa non-native country is done in
an artificial manner. This means, that it happena de-contextualized context and in a
teacher-centered class. Internet, therefore, pesvidpportunity for learners to
communicate with native speakers through chat raoch emails. According to Nagy
(2005), in e-learning, computer-assisted langua@®L] programmes supply
multimedia with sounds, videos, graphics and tewigch allow learners to be exposed
to the target language. From Nagy (2005)'s obsiEmvait can be seen that by using
multimedia technologies, students are exposedctimeextualized environment by using
internets.

Through the use of internet, the students can ingriheir communicative
competence, acquaint with different cultures amufoece their language skills such as —
listening, speaking, reading and writing. In intrremails and chat rooms are important
aspect of communication between students and digesid his, therefore, improves the
learners’ accuracy fluency and writing skills im¢mage learning.

As games attract the attention of children andexa; online games can be used
positively in language learning. Yildiz and Pel2DQ9) observe that online games can
be used in learning vocabulary and pronunciationplaying these games, learners
confront certain vocabularies which they later toyuse in their communication. In
doing this, they increase their motivation for leag and their vocabulary in the
language. Also, since pronunciation is a stressfplect of language learning, learners
can play some games vocally and improve their spga#bility and pronunciation
thereby, reduce the degree of anxiety and mistakearners can also use online
dictionaries to learn pronunciation.

Additionally, students learn English language tigio reading books, news
papers, articles, listening to the radio and bychalg streaming videos of television and
film. One can always use internet to find contentamost any topic and through
listening to videos and films also practice theglaege and thus, develop their
vocabulary. One can also learn more about commandsvand phrases, and specific
terminologies or registers of different disciplin€ertainly, the internet is a classroom
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without walls. The internet opens the door to vasicultures; it supports one’s language
learning by helping one understand the culture matl@er country. This is especially

clear when watching the news, including sports aye or popular TV shows. One

sees the world through the eyes of another cowandyit gives an insight into how its

culture differs from one’s own.

Another interesting way the internet helps in laaggi learning, according to person
English blog, is real-time communication. It expkaithat the most exciting opportunity
that the internet presents English language lesainghe ability to communicate in real-

time with native speakers .Through the use viddiing, instant messaging and online
forums one can join in live conservations and dehahich is an excellent way to

practice ones spoken and written English. In thégf@rm, if anyone makes mistakes a
lot of people are always willing to help correcs grammars.

Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to identify the chadies and prospects of e- learning at
FCE, Eha- Amufu. The study specifically identified:

1. Availability of e-learning facilities at FCEE
2. The challenges of e-learning at FCEE
3. The prospect of e-learning

Research Question
The following research questions were generatedrder to find solution to each
problem raised.

1. What are the e-learning facilities available at ECEha-Amufu?
2. What are the challenges affecting e-learning atEECE

3. What are the prospects of e-learning at FCEE

Method

The study employed a descriptive survey resedesign. The population was all the
year two and year three NCE students in Federae@obf Education, Eha-Amufu with
a total number of two thousand, two hundred studéitie sample for the study was 250
students who were randomly selected. The instrurfentiata collection was a self-
developed questionnaire with 14 items titled, “@drades and prospects of learning
through e-learning facilities” (CPLTEF). The facedacontent validation of the
instrument were established by two specialists ammuter science and educational
technology respectively, in Federal College of Edian, Eha-Amufu. The data was
collected on the spot as the respondents filledjtiestionnaire. The data collected were
analysed using frequency distribution since tlkeeng were structured on a four-point
rating scale.
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Result
Research Questionl. What are the e-learning facilés available?

Table 1: Frequency of Responses on the AvailablelEarning Facilities (N= 250)

A good number| There are| There are| CDS and| e-library is | Satellite
of laptops and printers and| internet projectors are available for| television
computer arg scanners facilities available for| students use | are
available teaching and available
learning
Strongly | 88 31 100 38 150 39
agreed
Agreed 80 39 78 51 60 30
Disagreed| 30 72 33 50 25 80
Strongly | 52 108 39 111 15 101
disagreed

Figure 1 above shows the responses of the resptsnderthe availability of e-learning
equipment and facilities available in federal cgdleof education Eha-Amufu. Out of the
250 respondents, 80 strongly agreed that thereeiaoeigh laptops and computers at
FCEE, 80 agreed, 30 disagreed and 52 strongly idisdgThirty-one of the respondents
strongly

agreed that there are printers and scanners at F&EERgreed, 72 disagreed and 108
strongly disagreed. One hundred respondents syramgfleed that there are internet
facilities at FCEE, 78 agreed, 33 disagreed wifilestBongly disagreed. Thirty-eighth of
the respondents strongly agreed that compact disésprojector screens are available
for teaching and learning, 51 agreed, 50 disageratl 111 strongly disagreed. One
hundred and fifty strongly agreed that a functiosdibrary is available, 60 agreed, 25
disagreed and 15 strongly disagreed. 39 strongheeap that there are satellite
televisions available, 30 agreed, 80 disagreedl@idstrongly disagreed. The responses
in figure 1 shows that most of the respondentseabthat there not enough e-learning
equipment and facilities in FCE, Eha-Amufu.

Research Question 2: What are the challenges of earning at FCE, Eha-Amufu?

Table 2: Frequency of Responses on Challenges oféarning in FCE Eha-Amufu

Students  do Internet connection The poor power Attitude of the

not have is not always supply is a major management
access to e- available due to the challenge to e- poses a challenge
learning cost of internet learning to e-learning
facilities connectivity

Strongly 120 90 150 100
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agreed

Agreed 80 100 97 85
Disagreed 30 20 2 45
Strongly 20 40 1 20
disagreed

The data in figure 2 presents the opinions ofrdspondents on the challenges
of e-learning at FCE, Eha-Amufu. From the figur20 Btrongly agreed that students do
not have access to e-learning facilities, 80 agre disagreed and 20 strongly
disagreed. Ninety respondents strongly agreed ititeinet connection is not always
available in the college, 100 agreed, 20 disagmebkile 40 strongly disagreed. One
hundred and fifty strongly agreed that poor powgppdy is a major challenge to e-
learning, 97 agreed, 2 disagreed and 1 stronghgdéed. Also 100 strongly agreed that
the attitude of the college management poses deolgal to e-learning, 85 agreed, 45
disagreed and 20 strongly disagreed.

Research Question 3: What are the prospects of ealaing at FCE, Eha-Amufu?

Table 3: Frequency of Responses on the Prospects Bflearning in FCE, Eha-
Amufu

E-learning  will| E-learning  simplifies| E-learning sustaing E-learning  makes
make it easy tqg the lesson and makes |itstudents’ interest andteaching interesting
control large| easy to understand makes teaching angand student centered
classes learning effective

S. Agreed 104 140 108 87

Agreed 86 73 80 78

Disagreed 41 26 44 73

S. disagreed| 19 11 7 12

Figure 3 shows that 104 respondents strongly aghesde-learning will make it easy to
control large classes, 86 agreed, 41 disagreedl8nstrongly disagreed. Also 140
strongly agreed that e-learning simplifies the dasand makes it easy to understand, 73
agreed, 26 disagreed and 11 strongly disagreedhGmdred and eight strongly agreed
that e-learning sustains students’ interest andesiédaching and learning effective, 80
agreed, 44 disagreed and 7 strongly agreed. Alssti®nhgly agreed that e-learning
makes teaching interesting and student-centeredagf®ed, 73 disagreed and 12
strongly disagreed.
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Discussion

Based on the findings of this study, it is revddleat FCE, Eha-Amufu does not
have enough e-learning facilities and equipmeng ldomputers. Laptops, printers,
scanners, projectors and projector screens and ro#mrs. This agrees with the
findings of Omofaye (2007), who states that instiies do not have the necessary
funding to acquire e-learning infrastructure. Namitability of these facilities poses a
serious challenge to e-learning.

The findings also reveal that the students dohaee access to the e-learning
facilities and the epileptic power supply in thél@ge is a major challenge to e-learning.
Due to the cost of internet connection, internevise is not always available in the
college. The findings of this research also shdwas é-learning has promising prospects
as the majority of the respondents revealed thatamting will make teaching and
learning interesting, help to control large clasaed sustain students’ interest. This
indicates that e-learning will make education gathemore effective.

Conclusion

As the world progresses, the use of e-learningypeters, internet and other
electronic devices in teaching and learning processeases. There is need for
education stakeholders to mount programmes faritrgiand enlightenment on the need
for e-learning. Both the language teachers andetraers need to have the awareness of
how to use the internet and computers to increlasie information about multimedia
and other devices that can be used in languagaihgar

Recommendations
Considering the benefits of e-learning in curnical implementation, the

government as well as stakeholders in educatioruldhadequately provide the
necessary facilities needed for functional e-lesgnimplementation in schools. The
government should be paying internet connection feenternet service providers (ISP)
to provide internet service to schools and collegd®e college management should
ensure that there is an enabling environment taaedhe challenges facing e-learning
activities.
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