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Abstract 

For many decades, Nigeria has had considerable experience in the research 
for democracy and nation building. Thus the emergence of a democratic 
government in 1999 marked a watershed in the annual of her history. The focus 
of this paper therefore, is to critically look at the role of the retired military’ 
men that emerged in the political scene in 1999 and their influence on the 
democratic political structure. The paper provides some plausible suggestions 
on how to tackle the assesses of these retired military men in politics to 
enhance stability of our nacet democracy. 
 

  
It began slowly and steadily and now, like a swarm of bees, the ubiquitous club 

of Nigeria’s retired military personnel’s have take over Nigeria body politics. Wittingly 
or unwittingly, they have become permanent albatross of the nation’s “politics” with 
domineering presence in the national economy, beneficiaries of tradition stool etc. this 
creepy phenomenon has become a constant variable. 
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The invasion of the ex- military personnel’s become noticeable a long time ago, 
but perhaps Nigeria never thought it was a hair – splitting issue. Military rules in Nigeria 
ended in 1999. But was the end of military influence in politics? Evidently military 
rulers have not rolled up their sleeves but set up their own political parties to try and 
muscle politics in Nigeria. 

 
The irrepressible army of ex- soldiers prowling the nation political scene today 

has shown that retired soldiers are not tired of seeking fortune through public offices. 
They deploy every weapon in their arsenal to be politically relevant. it cannot clearly be 
stated that democracy and nation building has been consolidated and achieved under the 
rulership of the ex- military personnel. 

 
Fayemi (2002:2) has observed that the negotiated nation of transition to 

democracy in 1999 produced soft- landing space for the departing military personnel’s 
which allow them to sponsor candidates as prompts for their return into politics. The 
Nigeria democracy and nation building under the leadership of ex-military has been 
characterized by ethnicity , corruption , sit tight syndrome, lack of respect for the ruler 
of law, abuse of fundamental human rights and military blood which have made the 
different politics initiated under them not been in favour of democracy and nation 
building. 

 
As a result, this work tends to find out the extent to which democracy and nation 

building has fared, and the extent to which they have influence democracy and nation 
building. 

 
Conceptual Classification: Democracy comes from two Greek’s words: demo; the 
people and kratia, rule, taken together, the term means rule by the people. Democracy 
maybe described as a system under which the people exercise the governing power 
directly or through representatives periodically elected by themselves, (Appadoria, 
2004). 
 

It is a game decided through voting in free and fair election, to produced 
genuine representatives of the people. Democracy is a multi-headed concept with a 
compound of several elements. Shumpter (1999) for instance saw democracy as the 
situation in which the people have the opportunity of accepting or rejecting the people 
who are to rule over them. Democracy can be described as the existence of an open 
policy that is responsive and accountable to the citizenry, (Oyedele, 2006). 

 
Chafe (1994) viewed democracy as the involvement of the people in the running 

of the political, socio-economic and cultural affairs of their society. democracy is a 
political system characterized by regular and free election in which politicians organized 
into parties, compete for power by the virtue of all adult citizens to vote and be the 
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guarantee of a range of familiar liberal democracy demands that the people should be 
governed on the basis of their consent and mandate, freely given to establish a 
government which is elected, responsive and accountable to the people. This requires a 
wide spread habit of tolerance and compromise among members of the community, a 
sense of given and taken which involves a conception of the majority rule and 
acquiescence of the minority in the decision of the majority. The condition necessary for 
democracy to strive includes adequate opportunities for the individual for minimum 
development of his potentials. He must have assess to knowledge through a system of 
state and free education, he must enjoy a comfortable minimum wages which include 
provisions for sickness and old age, he must enjoy a fair condition of work and leisure 
(Osaghae , 1992). 

 
These element which liberalist say require institutionalization to be effective, 

include participation by the citizens in deciding who should rule and how decision are 
made, equally of all citizens , as implied in the rule of law, accountability and response 
are the citizens freedom of speech and association, and social, justice which involves 
treating individuals and group family justly. 
 
Essential Conditions for the Success of Democracy  

Democracy is regarded as the best form of government. At the same time, it is 
the most difficult form, and certain minimum conditions are essential for its successful 
working. In certain countries democracy has been a great success, while in other it is a 
total failure or walks like cripple. The following are the essential conditions for the 
success of democracy government. 

 
Urge And Thirst For Democracy: Democracy can succeed only in state, in which the 
vast majority of the people have a genuine urge and thirst for democracy as a form of 
government and a way of life, and desire to have the principles of liberty and equality. 
Eternal Vigilance And Will To Act: Democracy needs external and vigilance to acts; 
citizens should always be active and should not remain as mere spectators satisfying 
themselves in only watching political activities. Even elected representatives are likely 
to misuse the power if they realize that people are not vigilant and will not protest, even 
if they neglect their duties and tyrannies over the tax payers. 
 
Good Leadership: Good leadership is another condition essential for the smooth 
working of democracy. England and the USA with their far-sighted, enlightened and 
effective leadership could easily make a success of democracy. In developing countries, 
poor leadership is a great stumbling block. 
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Reasonable Standard of Living:  Democracy can succeed in a country if it has a 
reasonable standard of living and people by and large are free from poverty and all its 
evil corollaries. Economic condition has much to do with democracy sustenance. 
 
Democratic Society: Democratic politics can be successful only in a democracy society. 
In the words of Wolf ‘ a democracy society is a society of free; active and intelligent 
citizens, each man choosing his own way of life for himself and willing that other should 
choose their ‘ it is not in a democratic society that people have equality and liberty. 
Unless people have the feeling of fellowship of fraternity democracy will fail. 
 
Nation Building: Democracy is one of the prominent tools that can bring about nation 
building of any country. Since individual will have equal rights and opportunities to 
contribute their quota in the overall developmental plan of the country. Nation building 
and democracy are like the Sesame twins who will bring about them achieving their 
stated goals and objectives. National building is a process whereby all citizens in a 
Nation come together in national fellowship to build their society for the development of 
the nation. It is a continuous process in both the new and old nations therefore all hands 
must be on deck. National Building is a process of developing national consciousness in 
all citizens in a state for the purpose of achieving political, economic, social, and 
national integration and overall well being of the citizens. Its efforts to evolve over 
reaching nationals symbols of identifications and cooperation of all the citizens for the 
purpose of building a stable and virtue nation. Nation building involves the coming 
together in a national fellowship of citizens in the nation in order to achieve national 
goals and valve of the populace. This will induce voluntary loyalty of the people. Nation 
building is the process whereby government legitimacy is built; people are committed to 
the development of the nation and obey the authority. It is the objectives rule from the 
authority and subjective commitment of the entire citizens to the state. The dissolution 
of European colonialism made nation prominent in the modern political studies. In 
contemporary African, state precedes national and the departing colonial ruled failed to 
build nation out of these groups over which state structure was imposed after the 
independence, the structure become the challenges of these state. the new independent 
state is faced with the task of how to achieve long term political stability rapid economic 
development and equal social provisions. Ajiobola (1975) in his definition, defined 
nation building as ‘the process of generating among a collective community of culture, 
economic and politics which is designed to enable most of the members to maximize 
their potentials. The process we are talking about is the evolution of national identity, 
even distribution of national resources and the development of stable potential system 
where all citizens can participate in the decision making articulations of minorities 
interest and the overall process of holding the society and potential system and political 
system together. 
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The fundamental concern of nation building is with integration. National 
integration is taken as synonymous nation building. Nationalism theory, nation 
unification, political stability and development’ feudalism and nation building comes 
together under the general nation of national integration of political and social 
integration in nation. Nation building involves equal political representation even 
distribution of nation for the benefit of all the citizens irrespective of groups of the area 
the citizens belong. 

 
  We must give praise to GOD that our dearly country has always manage to 
survive all political vicissitudes. Today Nigeria still remains an indivisible entity with 
the Nigeria people ever loyal to our unity and togetherness. We must however admit that 
the problems and challenges of nation-building and still bedeviling body politic as a 
nation today (Babatope, 2008). 
 
Theoretical Frame Work 

The theory used in the work is the group theory. Politics is the process by which 
social valve are authoritatively allocated. This is done by decisions. Decisions are 
produced by activities, but each activity is not something separate from every other. 
However, masses of activity have common tendencies with regard to decisions. These 
messes of activity are groups. So, the struggle between groups or interest determines 
what decisions are made to the group theorist, the interaction among groups is the centre 
facts of politics and an important element of government process. A given policy 
therefore, at any time is the equilibrium or the compromises reached in the group 
struggle (Ikelegbe, 1996:34) thus, the group and ex-military personnel to see that 
decisions and action reached would be favourable to democracy consideration.  

 
Ex- Military Personnel In Nigeria Politics  

The first election since the end of the military rule in 1999, when the 
democratically elected civilian government of Olusegun Obasanjo who was a retired 
Army general came into power, ending a decade and half of rule by men in uniform. 
Nigeria has six registered political parties which are PDP, ANPP, AD etc. many are 
waiting in the queue of registration to the tune of about 18 political election of April 
2003. The four leading presidential candidate were retired general of the Nigeria Army. 
They include Olusegun Obasanjo, former military head of state (PDP). Mohammadu 
Buhari, military of state from 1983 – 1985(ANPP), Odemegu Ojuku, former military 
leader of the defunct of Biafra (APGA), and Ike Nwachkwu, for external affairs minister 
(NDP). 

 
Another such backer is Ibrahim Babangida, the 70 years old retired army 

general who ruled Nigeria from 1983 to 1993. Babangida may have annulled the 1993 
election but this has not dampened his interest in politics. Supporters of his national 

Braimah Michael Oyarekhua; Jimoh Jafaru and F. I. Ohiokha 



6 
 

solidarity association believe that Babangida is a strong contender for the presidential 
election in 2003. 

 
Military ruler Abubakar Abdulsalami, who handed over power to Chief 

Olusegun Obasanjo government in 1999, does not see anything wrong with former 
military officers seeking political office. According to him “they are also Nigeria and I 
am happy that a lot of the military personnel are involved in the current political 
landscape”. 

 
Moreover, at the governorship level too, ex-military showed their hands 

Olagunsoye Oyinlola, a former military administrator of Lagos state, was the PDP 
candidate in Osun State who later becomes the governor. Late Mohammed Lawal 
former military governor of Ogun State and former civilian governor of Kwara State 
was ANPP governorship in Kwara State again in 2003. Also Deprieye Alamyeseigha, 
Bayelsa State governor and PDP candidate is a retired force officer who also became 
governor. In fact, the tribe of retired military figures who were governorship aspirants 
was more than those who made it as candidates. From the north to the south, the 
governorship contest featured prominent personalities who has tasted power through the 
barrel of the gun, and sought to return through the instrumentality of ballot boxes. In 
Anambra, Robert Akonobi, retired Colonel and former military governor of state, was in 
the governorship race. So was Tunde Akogun, also a retired Colonel in the governorship 
race of Edo State. Who later become the House of Representatives. 

 
In Enugu, the retired soldiers who contested the state governorship primaries 

were more than eight. Anthony Onyearugbulem, former military governor of Ondo State 
and Edo State, was one of those who wanted to rule Imo State, but he died suddenly 
before the April polls. 

 
At the national assembly there is a handful of ex-soldiers lawmakers both in the 

upper and lower chambers. They include Senators Tunde Ogbeha, former military 
governor of the old Bendel State and David Mark, also a retired army General now the 
Senate President. The picture is not different at the federal executive council, where 
some of the servicing ministers are ex-soldiers. 

 
Some are also calling the shot in party offices. Prominent this category is Olabode 
Goerge, former military governor of Ondo State, immediate past national vice- chairman 
of the PDP in the South West.  
 

Augustus Aikhomu, former chief of naval staff and Babangida’s second in 
command, who now later become a member of the board of trustee of ANPP but later 
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died in 2001, vice Admiral Micheal Akhigbe contest the 2007 presidential election 
among others. 

 
In 2011 Ex-soldiers also contested General. Gasau contested the presidential 

elections Gen. Buhari and Gen. Babangida of PDP. And also Ogun State a retired 
Brigadier General Tunde Iyako of Adamawa State a Naval officer has been re-elected as 
the governor of the state. 

 
Reason for Ex-military Personnel in Politics 
1. Thirst for power policy having tasted power before, the ex-military rulers are not 

waiting to quit power politics. They still want to take decision and share the policy 
of the country. 

2. Instability in our policy of our politicians continues to make the policy unstable. 
Most of our elections are characterized by irregularity, rigging, imposing of 
candidates on the electorate. 

3. Greed 
4. To protect their ill gotten wealth. 
5. To maintain the status quo of influencing when in power. 

Is Their Coming a Blessing or a Curse 
With the coming of democratic structure in 1999. Chief Olusegun Obasanjo who 

was a retired Army general becomes the president a situation that saw so many retired 
army officers contested the 1999 general election. Chief Olusegun Obasanjo contributed 
a lot during his time as a military president in the economical, social and political 
advancement of the country. 

 
Furthermore, Operation Feed the nation (OFN) was launched by then Gen. 

Obasanjo on the 21st day of May, 1976. The aim was to make the nation self-sufficient 
in basic food needs. It was also aimed at sensitize and make up food and cash crop 
production initiatives in Nigeria to enhance self sustenance and reduce or climate our 
independence on total imported food items. 

 
The local government reforms of 1976 marked a critical in the evolutionary 

process grass roots governance in Nigeria. The reform at introduction was sought to 
address the content of the system of local government, which hitherto, merely served as 
an appendages and extension of the existing local administration (Otoghagua, 
2007:114). 

 
Moreso, the government introduced universal and compulsory primary 

education as a matter of policy. The purpose was to eradicate illiteracy, develop and 
enhance adequate supply of manpower to meet the developmental need of the economy. 
Teachers where trained to facilitate the programme Two Hundred Million Naira (200 
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million) was allocated for the training of teachers. As an emerging measure, a total 
numbers of 156 teachers training colleges were established through the country. 

 
Finally, so much was achieved by these ex-military personnel while as military men. 
Moreso, their coming into the democratic scene has been the other way round. It has 
been characterized by the following. 
 
Ex-Military Personnel in Democracy and Building 
 

Corruption: This has been one issue that has acted as a “clog on the wheel of process of 
Nigeria democracy and nation building”. The “copious manner with which some of 
these officers looted the treasuries at the state and federal level is claiming Obasanjo’s 
administration was bedeviled with a lot of corruption practices. Deprieye 
Alemeyeseigha for Bayelsa State Governor is a point of reference of how he embezzled 
funds which led to his removal. The Minister of Internal Affairs – Chief sustenance 
Sunday Afolabi- catered away billion meant for nation identity card. 
 
Sit Tight Syndrome: Ex-military men always want to perpetuate themselves in office 
and this infringe on democracy and nation building. The call to serve in public office is a 
call on continue in office. The Obasanjo third term bid really comes to mind, and how 
must of these ex-military men turn politician rallied round him is a pointer to the fact. 
He ruled for eight years (8) and still wants to continue in office. He preached about 
democracy throughout his stay in office but he could not practice what he preached. 
 
Ethnicity: It has become the bane of Nigeria Federalism. This issue has led to the 
appointment of people into political office based on ethnicity; you have to be a Yoruba 
man before you are appointed to occupy certain position. These have lead to the 
appointed of in competent hands into office of authority. 
 
Lack of Respect for Ruler of Law: Ex-military men had no respect of law. There were 
certain verdicts that were given by court that not respected from 1999 – 2007. For 
instance, seizure of Lagos State Government allocation even when the highest court in 
the land ruled in favour of Lagos State. They threw respect for rule of law into the 
dustbin making the judiciary look more like a toothless “bulldog” whose pronouncement 
need not be respected. 
 
Abuse of Fundamental Human Rights 

Fundamental human rights are commonly abused under the ruler ship of ex-
military rules. People were militated, raped and tortured with total disregard for human 
right. Osun State 2nd mechanized Brigade of Nigeria army under major General 
Mohammed Saleh as requested Governor Olagunsoye Oyinlola and ex-military man. In 
Odi in Bayalsa State innocent citizens, women and children were killed in that 
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community. Oyinlola boasted “that if he has to bring a whole battalion of Nigeria army 
to crush Ijesas people, it is justifiable” (The National Friday September 12, 2008, p.17). 
 
Conclusion 

The study has been able to ascertain a variety of issues among which are those 
concern with democracy, nation building and among other issues looked at was ex-
military personnel in politics, democracy and nation building in Nigeria. And also what 
is expected of the ex-military personnel in democratic sustenance and nation building. 
Moreover, it also focuses on the various activities of the ex-military personnel have 
played in democracy and nation building and their role in the political setting which has 
inhibited the attainment of democracy and nation building. 

 
Democracy which is popularly viewed as the government of the people demands 

that’s their elected representatives which they have in public offices should perform 
their role according to the wishers and the aspiration of the people. 

1. Consequently in a democracy, ex-military personnel are to champion the causes of 
people as agreed upon in the constitution of the country. 
 

2. With the journey so far, however, ex-military can be said to be gradually imbibing 
the right practices associated with democratic governance. Therefore, it behooves on 
government and the general public to do everything that lies within their 
constitutional power to see that democracy and nation building is consolidated. 

Recommendations   
With regards to this, the under listed recommendations have been proffered in 

order to see that democracy and nation building is attained of achieved. 
Based on the findings of this study, the following opinions on how to consolidate 
democracy that would lead to nation building are as follows: 
 
 Re-orientating the ex-military personnel towards democratic sustenance should 
be intensified by the national orientation. Agencies (NOA). This is necessary because 
the military training of these people lacks democratic culture because in military, you 
give order that must not be contested or questioned by subordinate. The Nigeria military 
should be professionalize and given various areas of specialization for them not to be 
thirsty for power while in service or after retirement. Therefore, there is need for 
effective and exemplary political leadership in the country in order to consolidate 
democracy. This requires credible elections that’s can throw up credible leaders. 
 
 Finally, at the committee level, the National Political Reforms Conference 
(NPRC) recommends a ban on ex-military leaders from contesting elections in Nigeria. 
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It was one of the highlights at the plenary level where confab delegate were at each other 
jugular. As a position was not taken and the report has been submitted, honourable 
Awaal say nobody can ban ex-military rulers. “Without them, there is no politics 
because only the past military rulers have the financial muscles for the contest of 
elections in this country. 
 
 Again, if you ban ex-military rulers, there will be no peace in this country. It is 
safer for Nigerians to allow them to contest than to ban them. If Nigeria does not want 
them, they should reject them at the polls through the strengthening of our electoral 
process, (Oyo, 2002:1). But to ban them will be a recipe for crises in this country. If 
Nigeria is to survive, if we are to have ending democracy, Nigeria should le ex-military 
ruler be. 
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