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Abstract

The rising security challenges in Nigeria being perpetrated by suicide bombers,
religious extremists, armed robbers, kidnappers for ransom or rituals and
other criminally minded people, call for spirited actions to halt these ugly
trends. This paper identified improper up-bringing of children who later grow
to be criminals as one of the root causes of diverse security challenges
bedeviling Nigeria. Using early childhood education in Yoruba culture as a
reference point, this paper sets out to emphasize proper moulding of children
as a panacea to peace and security challenges in Nigeria.

The children of today are the adults of tomorrow. This study intends to
foreground issues inherent in early childhood education in Yoruba culture as paradigm
of panacea to various security challenges confronting Nigeria.

The paper posited that well-brought up children are peace-givers to the society.
A shaky foundation of a building eventually leads to the collapse of such building.
Likewise, a morally deficient child constitutes a menace to the peace and security of a
society.

The diverse security challenges in Nigeria ranging from insurgency,
kidnapping, armed-robbery, ethnic crises and the like deserve suggestions and
solutions from all ends which necessitated this paper. News and reports on these
security menace abound in Nigerian newspapers as evidenced in the citation of
some of them in this paper.

To achieve this aim, the paper is delineated into various sections starting with
the introduction, after which the key concepts were defined. In subsequent sections,
attempts were made to give an overview of security challenges in Nigeria after which
issues on childhood education in Yoruba culture were treated. Having treated all these, a
conclusion was drawn that the educational system under focus is a paradigm of panacea
to security challenges in Nigeria.
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Conceptual Exemplification
The identified key concepts of this paper: “Yoruba”, “Security” and “Early
Childhood Education” are defined and described thus:

Yoruba: Balogun, (2009:1) described the Yoruba thus:

The Yoruba is one of the major ethnic groups in Nigeria who occupy the south-western
states of the country. (Ogun, Lagos, Ondo, Oyo, Osun and EKkiti) mainly, and some parts
of Kwara and Kogi states in Northern Nigeria. Apart from Nigeria, the Yoruba are also
found in sizeable numbers in the South-eastern parts of the Republic of Benin, and Togo
in West Africa. While the Yoruba can be found in different parts of the globe, a thriving
Yoruba culture can be found in South America and the Carribeans, especially Brazil and
Cuba where the descendants of the unwilling immigrants to the new world have been
able to maintain their identity and preserve their cultural heritage (Gbadegesin,
1991:174) All these gave an insight on who the Yoruba are, whose childhood education
is the focus of this paper.

Security: Security are the activities involved in protecting a country, building, or person
against attack or damage (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 2000:1063). In
agreement with this definition, The Free on-line Dictionary (2012) also defined security
as “precautions taken to ensure against theft, espionage, etc.

These definitions revealed security as all actions taken to protect people, building
etc which means Nigeria is facing a challenge on the issue of protecting people,
properties, and so on.

Early Childhood Education

The concept, early childhood education has been defined and described in many
ways. “Early childhood education consists of activities and/or experiences that are
intended to effect developmental changes in children prior to their entry into elementary
school. (Advameg.inc, 2012).

In the same vein, About.Com Elementary Education (n.d) also defined childhood
education as educational programmes and strategies geared towards children from birth
to the age of eight. In congruence with these definitions, Wikipedia (2012) referred to
early childhood education as “education before the age of normal schooling”.

From the foregoing definitions, early childhood education is conceptualized as the
formal or informal teaching and learning for children before the normal school years.

An Over-view of Security Challenges in Nigeria

Olanibi (2012) cited some newspapers headlines on the rising crime in Nigeria thus:
1. Four feared dead in Kaduna bomb blast

2. (The Nation, April 23, 2011)
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Over 100 dead in Kano blasts

(Sunday Tribune, Jan., 22, 2012)

Police discover bomb making factory in Kaduna. Terror in Bauchi; 2 soldiers,
DPO, 8 others killed. Explosions rock 2 churches. Fresh bombs defused in Kano.
(Nigerian Tribune, Jan 23, 2012)

8 killed, 39 injured in fresh Jos Church blast.

(National Mirror, February 27, 2012)

4 soldiers, 4 policemen killed by gunmen.

(Nigerian Tribune, March 2, 2012.)

Kidnappers place N60m ransom to free lecturer in Lagos.

(Zimbio Inc, May 27, 2012).

Slaughter of two Indians, others, JTF kills 4, arrests 50 in Maiduguri.

(Weekly Trust, July 28, 2012).

Gunmen attack Ogun Monarch, ex-lawmakers.

(The Punch, June 13, 2012)

15 year old bombs mosque, kills 10.

(Sat Tribune, July 14, 2012)

Gunmen attack Sambo’s house in Zaria. As suicide bombers hit Sokoto.

(Daily Trust, July 31, 2012)

In Yabe ... Borno ex-commissioner shot dead

(Daily Trust, August 6, 2012)

Genocide going on in Borno.

(Daily Trust, August 17, 2012)

Bayelsa kidnapped monarch: Abductors demand N50m ransom for his release.
(The Nation: quoted by Zimbiolnc, Aug 28, 2012)

Evil Banker: Female Cashier sends robbers after customer. Gang snatches N5m
from victim.

(Daily Sun, September 18, 2012).

All these captions which cut across the length and breadth of Nigeria are worrisome and
deserve solutions from all ends. (Olanibi, 2012). Some other security challenges
reported recently are also reproduced below:

ISR NS

Nine killed in renewed Plateau clashes

(Saturday independent, March 30,2013).

Hundred killed in Baga

(Daily Trust, April 23, 2013).

How gunmen kidnapped Monguno in Maiduguri. Abductors demand ransom-son
(Weekly Trust, May 4, 2013).

These un-abating ugly trends are giving sleepless nights to the citizens. The next sub-
headings are devoted to issues on early childhood education in Yoruba culture.
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Early Childhood Education in Yoruba Culture

In the traditional Yoruba society, whose culture is the thrust of this paper, early
childhood education is conceptualized in the realm of traditional education as a whole
which is informal and does not include all the paraphernalia of the modern school’s
system like special buildings, chalkboard, chalk, trained teachers and the like.

Traditional education as a whole in Yoruba cosmos is seen as a life-long process
of learning where the parents, siblings, and other members of the community constitute
the teachers. According to Fayemi and Macaulay-Adeyelure, (2009): Yoruba had an
indigenous conception of education before their contact with the west ... Education for the
traditional Yoruba is a lifelong process. Education is seen by them as any act or experience that
has an integrative and formative effect on the mind, character, skills, physical and spiritual
abilities of the individual to enable him/her live effectively and respectably in the society ...

The traditional Yoruba Society neither demarcate nor formalize early childhood
education, but views education as learning and teaching from childhood to adulthood,
using folklore, religion, taboos, ceremonies, proverbs etc as teaching aids. Though, the
specific age limit for early childhood education is not earmarked in the traditional
society, but for the purpose of this paper, early childhood traditional education is
conceptualized as from birth to the age of eight.

Various strategies are employed by traditional Yoruba society to impart an early
childhood education capable of producing responsible and morally upright adults who
will not be armed robbers, suicide bombers, kidnappers, etc. Some of the strategies are:

Parent-Child bond: The traditional Yoruba parent maintains a very close relationship
with the child from the womb to adulthood. Right from the womb, the mother takes
cautionary measures on what to do, eat, and drink for the sake of the child which
signifies the genesis of love showering on the child. At birth, the child is welcomed with
a befitting naming ceremony and prayer.

The showering of love continues from the mother in form of breast-feeding,
strapping the baby on her back, and sing-dancing (pipase fun). The baby is usually pet to
sleep with melodious lullaby with the family panegyric and other rhythmic child
praising poems as the content.

However, the enforcement of discipline starts from this stage as the baby is given
a mild beating on the buttocks after soiling the mother while being strapped to the
mothers back. Interestingly, the baby takes corrective measure in the form of squeezing
his/her body which serves as notification to the mother of intention to urinate or defecate
while on the mother’s back.
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Laying credence to the effectiveness of this method, AskDrSears.com (2011)
states that, “our own observations as well as numerous studies conclude that attachment-
parented infants are more likely to become moral children and adults”.

Family Panegyric: As soon as the child reaches the communicative stage, i.e when
he/she can talk and understand speech, the family lineage poetry is constantly rendered
to the child by the father and mother especially after the child kneels down (if a female)
or prostrates (If a male) to greet the parent in the morning.

As the child grows, he/she is introduced into the history of the family which
mostly borders on the gallantry and other laudable achievements of the forefathers.

The child is also constantly reminded of the need to protect the family’s name as
those before him/her did. This consciousness sinks into the child’s mind and makes him
to avoid all sorts of crimes which may bring disrepute to the family’s name. A popular
Yoruba proverb exemplifying this is: “Oruko omo ni ijanu omo (the child’s name
cautions him/her).

Communicative Strategy: At a stage the infant has grown to communicative stage as
earlier mentioned in this paper, which can range between three and six years of age, the
use of interesting but cautionary messages are:
emphasized for the child in the form of rhymes, folktales, songs and paralinguistics.
For space economy, an example shall be given on each of the aforementioned
instructional methods.
An example of a rhyme warning against killing goes thus:
Yi ese re si apa kan,
Ma se pa kokoro nni,
Kokoro ti iwo ko le e da,
Oluwa Olorun lo le da a.

Turn your foot to the other side,
Do not kill that insect,

The insect you cannot create

Is created by God.

Here, the child is instructed that the life of an insect he/she is about to terminate is
very important. If a life of an insect can be important, one can imagine how important a
life of a human being will be to such child.
A song warning against stealing goes thus:
Kinni n o fole se laye ti mo wa, (2ce)
Laye ti mo wa,
Kaka ki n jale
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Ma kuku deru etc.

Why should | steal in my life,
In my life,

Instead of stealing,

I will be a slave.

This song also passes a strong signal to the child to avoid stealing as being a slave is
even better, considering the stigma and other evils attached to stealing.

Folktales: While space may not allow a full text of a tale, a summary of a folktale
warning children to avoid stealing goes thus. There was a tale involving tortoise that
stole hot porridge and in an event to hide the loot, covered its head with the plate of
porridge which eventually made him bald-headed till today, after being found out and
disgraced. Animal and human characters mingle together in Yoruba folktales. Animals
are also made to speak, dress, and act like human beings which is borne out of the need
to suitably present didactic stories to children.

Personifying animals in folktales is analogous to modern day use of cartoons in
teaching and entertaining children. All these are in consonance with a renowned
psychologist, Jean Piaget view. According to Wikipedia, (2012), “childhood education
focuses on children learning through play based on the research and philosophy of Jean
piaget ... which is centered on the “power of play.” It is however, disheartening that
modernity has replaced folktales with television watching with the latter wrecking
havoc on the morality of children. Negative behaviour viewed on T.V (For example,
anger and violence) are easier for a child to copy than positive behaviours like kindness.
(Sears, 2012).

Paralinguistics: The use of head, eyes, hands, legs, etc is another way of imparting
discipline to a Yoruba child. For instance, a disapproving behaviour of a child is
corrected by a stern look on such child while a nod or a smile encourages the child on a
particular behaviour. According to Opefeyitimi, (2009:48) “Children who decode the
semiotics of kinesis are credited and considered intelligent ...”

Parents as Models: The recognition of the parent as the first and best models for
children by the traditional Yoruba compels them to exhibit good behaviour as models
for children. Apart from the parent. Siblings, elders, and other community elders hold
the morals of children in high esteem and avoid immoral acts in children’s presence.

There are many Yoruba proverbs reminding the parents and other traditional
teachers of the need to be good models to children. Some of them are
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Owu iya gbon
L’omo o ran

It is the mother’s step
That the child follows

Enikan soso ni i bimo,
Gbogbo aye ni i bani wo o,

It is only a parent that bears a child,
It is the duty of everybody to raise the child morally

Bi a ba n pe ori bibe loju omode,
Lorun lorun ni i wo ni

If you talk of beheading someone in the child’s presence,
The child keeps focusing on the would-be victim’s neck
All these reinforce the need for parents and the like to be good models for children.

Conclusion

Yoruba early childhood education as a typical example of panacea to security
challenges in Nigeria has been discussed in this paper. It was revealed in the discourse
that traditional Yoruba society believes that raising of moral children produce morally-
upright adults for the betterment of the society.

Recommendations

The moral — upbringing of children should not be taken with levity. The
realization that a morally deficient child constitutes a menace to the child and the society
should spur parents, teachers, religious leaders, and other stake holders to action in
spiritedly mentoring children to become morally up-right adults.
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