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Abstract 

English language, which is one of the international language will 
receive a high degree of attention when e-learning method is adopted 
for its teaching and learning in schools especially in higher institution 
of learning. This is because e-learning which is the use of networked 
electronic to support teaching and learning makes it possible for 
students and teachers to access information at any location and at any 
time. It also makes the accessibility of materials and knowledge from 
any location easy and this reduces the problems of resources for 
teaching and learning. Although e-learning enhances teaching and 
learning of subjects especially English language, it is confronted with 
the problems of shortage of networked computers, lack of skilled 
teachers for e-learning programme and lack of money to implement e-
learning programme. To make teaching and learning in schools 
effective using e-learning method, government and voluntary agencies 
should provide computers and other internet facilities in schools to 
make e-learning services available to students from poor financial 
background. Schools should organize training for teachers to enable 
them acquire skills for e-learning programme. This will reduce the lack 
of teachers who have skills for e-learning programmes in schools.  
 
 

 People express their feelings using language. People use language to structure 
and organize their expression in the society where they live. It is something associated 
with what people do, eat, wear, produce, sell and buy. The importance of language in 
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human existence can not be expressed in hyperbolic term because it is used to express 
human activities, trade, education, law, agriculture, etc.  
 Although communication can be verbal and non verbal, it is an integral part of 
language which is recognized all over the world as an engine of human existence. In 
Nigeria, there are three major ethnic languages; Igbo, Hausa and Yoruba language as 
well as three foreign languages English, French and Arabic (NPE 2014, 10-21) that 
receive government attention in the school curriculum.  
 The recognition given by the government for the above subjects as medium of 
instruction in schools is to ease communication at the national and international level. 
English language which is one of the subject of instruction  in schools occupied a 
cardinal position as medium of instruction in schools because of its role as a language of 
trade, law, commerce and industry, Nigerian lingua franca, and a language that receives 
global acceptance in the field of communication. Despite the obvious roles of English 
language in social and economic life, it is still taught using conventional method, hence, 
it becomes imperative to look at the need for the use of e-learning for its teaching and 
learning in schools.  
 E-learning is electronically supported teaching and learning. It is electronic 
devices and internet  that are used to support the learning process. It is the use of 
electronic technology to access educational curriculum outside the traditional classroom. 
E-learning involve the use of internet, computer, video, etc. These give students greater 
access to learning especially at the higher institutions of learning. Ribiero (2002) opines 
that in e-learning programme, computer which is one of the elements of information and 
communication technology (ICT) becomes one of the indispensable elements for 
instructional delivery in schools. Shaba (2002) also asserts that students who have 
access to networked computers have the opportunity to experience a more flexible 
learning processes than students who do not have access to networked computer.  
 
E-Learning in Instructional Delivery  
 Since e-learning is the use of electronic devices including internet to support 
learning process, it is an integral part of information and communication technology 
(ICT).  
 E-learning is gaining ground as a complimentary means of instruction in schools 
especially in institution of higher learning. Students in higher institution now gain access 
to course materials outside the school and this reduces the problems of time and money 
associated with transportation in search of lecture resources or materials. Halley (2002) 
reiterates that e-learning has helped to tackle the problems of shortage of skilled 
manpower in schools. Volery (2002) asserts that expansion of the internet and related 
technological advancement have improved access to higher education and has produced 
a sustainable incentive for universities.  
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 E-learning as a pedagogical issue has many benefits to students. It does not only 
make teaching and learning easy but has also enhanced communication between 
students and lecturers. Govindasamy in (2002) also remarks that many fulltime and part 
time students now have access to degree courses from any location and can study at the 
location that suits their need. Commenting on the benefit of e-learning in the 
instructional delivery, Egesi, Okorouga and Anyatonwu (2013) upholds the view that e-
learning remains an indispensable pedagogical phenomenon in the 21st century and 
beyond. They state that e-learning’s ability to reduce the educational instructional 
problems has made it the best conduct through which lecturers can interact with students 
any time anywhere. Dellit (2001) maintains that information and communication 
technology (ICT) is used to improve creativity and teachers knowledge, tackles learning 
resources to meet the particular need of a child at every stage of his or her education. He 
opines that online technology does not only make the teaching of content easier but also 
makes behavioural approach easier. He reiterates that the possibility of using 
information and communication technology (ICT) to deliver information or 
communication with a large number of students in quite individual ways opens up the 
possibility of tailoring pedagogy to the needs of a student in time and place without the 
limitation imposed by peer groups. Dellit (2001) does not in any way amplify the role of 
e-learning, a component of information and technology. This is because the role of e-
learning in instructional delivery also includes the provision of objects and other 
components of online materials such as animation, video clip etc. that can be referenced, 
used and re-used for a variety of learning purposes.  

E-learning encourages active learning in the classroom, a process in which the 
teacher only acts as a supporter. Holley (2002) commenting on the supportive role of a 
teacher in e-learning instructional approach states that students will have a more positive 
experience if they were guided by a lecturer who retains a positive attitude toward 
traditional learning while promoting e-learning methods. Hemsley (2002) also states that 
contemporary learners need to communicate and require the ability to share knowledge 
and skills from distance, therefore, networked initiatives that are technically satisfactory 
and  highly personal give students and universities the opportunity to customize the 
learning environment. The literature above indicate that the introduction of e-learning in 
schools especially higher institutions has helped in reducing the infrastructural 
challenges in schools and enhances the learning experience of students.  
 
E-Learning and the Teaching of English Language  
 E-learning is a veritable tool in teaching English language especially at higher 
institution of learning. In higher institutions, English course materials and tutorial 
programmes can be accessed online irrespective of the school location. At secondary 
and primary schools, e-learning is also a significant tools for teaching English language 
because it enhances the learning of the English by harnessing the experiences and 
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knowledge of English experts or knowledge from different language skills and brings 
the language models to the door step of the learner. Students now receive English 
language lessons from institutions outside the country and from a distance schools in the 
country. E-learning makes the teaching of English real and practical. This makes the 
retention of ideas easy since children remember what they see and manipulate than the 
ideas that are verbally communicated by the teacher. Some elements of e-learning such 
as video, audio networked computer help in developing literary creative spirit in 
students and also sharpen learners power of imagination.  
 Commenting of the use of e-learning to develop creative skills in students, 
Lambo (2007) points out that teachers have successfully used technology to teach 
students the traditional writing which has social relevance to their lives. He opines that 
developing writing skills in technological rich environment makes writing purposeful 
and also help in projecting creative ideas beyond local level. Ndiele (2003) reiterates 
that e-learning facilitates the instructional roles of teachers in the classroom and beyond 
the classroom through computer based education (CBE). He states that e-learning is 
designed to expose the learner to a variety of instructional options through multi-channel 
learning such as audio, video, etc.  
 On the role of e-learning in instructional delivery, Okeke (2007) points out that 
teaching writing and reading is better enhanced by using computer programme because 
it provides feedback, corrects students errors and makes it possible for the learner to 
make use of the most recent text from the conventional library. He also asserts that 
networked computer does not only display information for a class at a time but also 
provide opportunity for students to access and retrieve materials to develop skills in 
reading, writing, speaking and listening. Ireshan (2006) also states that computer aids 
students on the retrieval of information that help to increase students knowledge. 
Okabuogu (2009) opines that world wide web (www) makes it possible for students to 
harness huge amount of experience that enable them learn by doing things themselves.                           
 
Hindrance of E-learning in Teaching and Learning of English Language  
 For e-learning to be effective, students and schools must have the materials such 
as computer and other internet facilities that make e-learning work. Unfortunately, many 
students come from low income background and may not afford to purchase computer 
for their private studies. Besides, many secondary schools do not have networked 
computers for easy access to internet. This affects students desire to acquire knowledge 
of English language in the internet. In higher institutions of learning, the story is not 
different as many higher institutions do not have enough networked computer for their 
students needs. The high cost of networked computers or other internet facilities has 
prevented many higher institutions from operating functional e-learning programme. 
Egesi, Okorougo and Anyantomou (2013) comment on this when they stated that higher 
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institutions have pedagogical challenges that they should overcome if they have adopt e-
learning.  
 There is a general believe that e-learning despite its advantages reduces students 
and teachers interaction in the classroom and makes schools lose its standard as a result 
of outside instructional models or resource persons. Collins and Moononey (2001) 
expressing the fear some institutions have in adopting       e-learning, stated that e-
learning can make some higher institutions lose reputation if the students do not receive 
the level of teaching that the university name was known for.  
 Some higher institutions and secondary schools do not have enough skilled 
manpower to carry out e-learning programmes and this prevented them from introducing 
e-learning programme in their schools. Egesi, Okorouga and Anyatonwu (2013) opine 
that lack of adequate skills to carry out e-learning programme and lack of appropriate 
resources and infrastructure for e-learning prevented some institutions from introducing 
e-learning programme in their schools.  
 
Conclusion  
 E-learning is a veritable tool for teaching and learning in schools especially in 
higher institutions that operate distance learning programme because its make for easy 
access to information. Students can access information at any location any time. It 
bridges the gap that is usually witnessed in conventional school by bringing instructional 
materials or resources to the door step of the students, lecturers and the institutions.  
 
Recommendations 
 For e-learning to occupy its rightful position as pedagogical method of teaching 
in schools, enough computers and networked computers have to be provided in schools 
by government and voluntary agencies. This will enable students from low income 
background have access to internet for effective learning of subjects especially English 
language.  
 E-learning as a pedagogy of instruction should be embraced by schools 
especially institutions of higher learning to compliment the conventional method of 
instruction. This will make students acquire enough information that may not be 
provided by teachers in a conventional schools.  
 There is need for schools and government to organize training for teachers to 
enable them acquire skills on e-learning programme. This will reduce the problems of 
manpower or lack of teachers who have good skills on e-learning programme.  
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