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Abstract

The paper examined the meaning, causes and problems of urbanization
in Boji-Boji Agbor, as well as the measures for addressing it. The data
for the study were collected with the questionnaire as a research
instrument. The stratified random-systematic techniques was used to
select 200 respondents from Boji-Boji Agbor. The data were analysed
using simple statistical techniques. The findings revealed that, the
search for employment opportunities was identified as the major caused
of urbanization. The paper concluded that, urbanization has been a long
standing phenomena in Agbor as a result of its administrative functions.
It recommended amongst others, the strengthening of the security
system in Boji-Boji Agbor through the provision of modern gadgets for
law enforcement agents and urban renewal programme to address the
decay in most parts of the town.
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Since the beginning of industrial revolution, so8@® hundred years ago, cities
have grown rapidly in both size and power. In evdeyeloping country, the transition
from an agrarian society to an industrial one hasnbaccompanied by urbanization
(Cunningham, Cunningham and Saigo, 2005). Urbabizat not merely a modern
phenomena, but a rapid and historic transformatiohuman social roots on a global
scale, whereby predominately rural culture is begdly replaced by predominantly
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urban culture. The first major change in settlemaatterns was the accumulation of
hunter-gatherers into villages many thousand yagos Village culture is characterized
by common behavior. This unprecedented movemepeople is forecast to continue
and intensify during the next few decades, mushmogities to sizes unthinkable only
a century ago.

Urbanization isn’t just developing cities but itiéso redeveloping a people and
culture by displacement and economic hardship. fidsalt in a strain on the urban area:
the urban poor are forced to create slums, and titapately face unhealthy living
conditions without access to the very opportunitiesy sought in the first place (Knox
and McCarthy, 2012). It is expected that from 2692050, the global urban population
will nearly double (from 3.3 billion to 6.4 billignabsorbing all population growth and
as well as inflows from rural areas (Jiang, Malea &lardee, 2008). According to
Cohen (2015), it is projected that nearly all glglbapulation growth from 2016 to 2030
will be absorbed by cities, about 1.1 billion netanites over the next 14 years.

Studies revealed that rapid urbanization has lgreacelerated economic and
social development and global cities are enginescoinomic growth and centres of
innovation for global economy and the hinterlandstiee respective nations (De
Sherbinin, Schiller and Pulsipher, 2007), hencewtbdd continues to experience high
rates of urbanization, especially in developing ntaas like Nigeria, which has an
estimated 5.3 percent annual growth rate (Ohwofdadutu, 2015).

Urbanization in Nigeria cities has outpaced thésteyg urban management
system and 1996 World Bank reports on Nigeria imgid that the growth rate of urban
areas increased from 20 percent in 1970 to 33 pencel993. It also projected that the
year 2025, estimated 75 percent of Nigeria poputatf about 245 million persons
would be expected to live in towns and cities (Bji#y Adewale and ljasan, 2012). In
Nigeria, the human development report (2004) citedAwosusi and Jegede (2013),
observed that the 2002 estimated population of9l@@lion people, 45.9 percent of the
population resides in urban centres, the influp@bple into the urban centres from the
rural areas to take advantages of the perceivedroppties offered by these urban
centres, without adequate planning and effectiveagament strategies to accommodate
this influx by the government, results to seriomgspure on both the socio-economic
supporting infrastructure and the environment, éxample, urbanization has been
identified as the major cause of numerous enviraniaiedegradation, which include
forest, land or soail, air and water degradationis@gollution, urban climate change and
traffic congestion, which ranges from local to thebal scale (Nmorsi, 2016).

Urbanization and its associated problems is onghefurban major challenges
facing Boji-Boji Agbor(Town), which has been a loagtablished settlement. In fact the
township ordinance of 1917, Oyesiku (1998), clésdiBoji-Boji Agbor as a third class
town. In defining an urban area, Onokerhoraye amdut@ (1994) identities three
criteria:
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(@) Legal and administrative,
(b) Population size,
(c) Function.

Based on the three criteria adopted above in dfi@ition of urban settlement,
Boji-Boji Agbor qualified as an urban settlements A result there are numerous
commercial and micro-finance banks, private andipydtimary and secondary schools,
a College of Education, Nursing School, Central pitas, Police Station, Public library,
various markets, high courts, post office and maoye.

The surrounding rural settlement on the other hanel neglected in terms of
provision of most of these social services. Azamd &ghulor (2015) are of the view,
that as a result of the presence of these senadoels seemingly better economic
opportunities in Boji-Boji Agbor, surrounding rurséttlement flocked to Agbor(town).
Furthermore, the mass exodus of migrants from thasé settlement to Agbor town has
led to the abandonment of agriculture by virile §y@uin the rural settlements and
attendants problems in Agbor town, thereby wealgnive traditional three tier age-
grade social structure (Nmorsi, 2006). The complature of urbanization in Boji-Boji-
Agbor, has led to over crowded houses, multipleamptarks, traffic congestion, high
crime rate, high level of population growth andisadiminate solid waste disposal. This
paper examines, the major causes of urbanizatiooblegms associated with
urbanization, as well as the measures that caddygted to address these problems.

The Study Area

Boji-Boji Agbor is the administrative headquater lka South Government
Local Area of Delta State. It is approximately ltethbetween the following coordinates
6°16 9.93' N and 61158.79' E. It is bounded on the East by Emuhu, on the \Wgst
Agbor Obi through College of Education, Agbor,oe Bouth by Boji-Boji Owa and on
the North by Ota.

It is a nodal town, because it links the easpufjh Asaba; West through Benin,
North through Uromi, and South through Warri. Tlead network density is 0.66km,
only 35 percent of the total length of the roads t@rred (lweka, 1996). Also, Usifo
(2005), asserted that the total length of roadf&005 is about 1000km and only about
40 percent are tarred. In the 1917 Township Ordiednji-Boji Agbor was classified
as a town. It is presently the headquarter of igatls Local Government Area of Delta
State.

The climatic condition of this area is quite sinito other towns which fall
within the zone of the rainforest vegetation bielis characterized by two main seasons,
the wet and dry seasons. The temperature varieeeet29C and 38C in March which
is the hottest month and betweelf@%and 27C in August which is the coolest month,
with annual mean of 28. The relative humidity is 85 percent in the weason and 65
percent in the dry season (Odjugo, 1996).
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Boji-Boji Agbor performs a lot of commercial adties as a result of its
strategic position and as a result of increase lptipn and urbanization from the census
of 1991, the total population of study area (BojiiBAgbor) is put at 45820 (National
Population Commission, NPC, 1991).

Resear ch M ethodology

The sources for the research were derived frorh Betondary and primary
sources. The secondary data were collected frothdeks, Journals, conference papers,
Government publications as well as theses andrthsiems.

The primary data were collected with the questiren as research a
instruments. The questionnaire which was essentisigned and structured together
with useful information about the causes, probleaswell as suggested measures to
ameliorate the problems of urbanization was adi@resl. Copies of the questionnaire
were administered to the respondents by hand torerguick and safe delivery and
quick responses. A total of 200 questionnaire fonvere served to the sampled
population.

In order to avoid bias, the stratified-random-eysttic technique was used to
divide Boji-Boji Agbor into zones. This is to ensuthat no section of Agbor town was
left out. With the use of this sampling techniqBegi;Boji Agbor was divided into six
zones, each zone, street were randomly selectetle whch street, the systematic
sampling technique was utilized to select at irakof (5) houses for interview.

On the whole, (200) copies of the questionnairgewedministered in each
zones, which were weighed to reflect the populattbreach zones. Zones B and C
which have the highest population in the town hdweey (40) copies of the
guestionnaire each, while the rest of the zoneg Miaivty (30) each. Simple statistical
techniques, such as tables, frequencies and pagenivere used in the presentation
and interpretation of data.

Analysis and Discussion of Results
Information here deals with causes, problems amgkdées to urbanization in Agbor.

Causes of Urbanization in Boji-Boji Agbor

Causes of urbanization in Boji-Boji Agbor Frequency Per centages
Educational pursuit 75 23.66
Employment opportunities 90 28.39
Presence of social amenities 55 17.35
Increase in birth rate 62 19.56
Others 35 11.04

Total 317+ 100
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*Multiple responses.
Sour ce: Author’s fieldwork, 2016.

Table 1 above reveals that there are number ofesapisurbanization in Boji-

Boji Agbor. They include the quest for educatiopatsuit (23.66) percent, the search
for employment opportunities (28.39) percent, iasedl birth rate, which accounted for
(19.56) percent and finally others (11.04) percehihe search for employment
opportunities constitute the major cause of urkation in Agbor town. This could be
attributed to the fact that Agbor town being thenadstrative headquarter, there are a
number of government offices, institutions and carcial activities. People in search
of job opportunities as well as other economic opputies flock to the town in order to
better their lives economically, which is in agregmwith the findings of Azani and
Aghulor (2015).The presence of College of Educatiégbor, School of Nursing and
many secondary (private or public) schools weradasons, why 23.66 percent were in
Boji-Boji Agbor. These factors explained above hamneouraged rural-urban migration,
which has directly or indirectly led to populati@xplosion in Agbor town and the
abandonment of agriculture in the rural areas dsal the weakening of the traditional
three tier age social structure which corrobor&tetwrsi (2006) findings.

Problems Associated With Rapid Urbanization in Boji-Boji Agbor

Although urbanization encourages development iamisettlement, it also have
its attendance problems. An analysis of the printiata reveals the problems associated
with urbanization in Agbor town as shown in theléab below:

Table 2: Problems Associated with Rapid Urbanization in Boji-Boji Agbor

Problems of urbanization in Agbor Frequency Per centages
Pressure on existing amenities 60 12.50
Increase in social vices/insecurity 120 25.00
Unemployment 70 14.58
High cost of living 110 22.92
Environmental pollution 65 13.54
Traffic congestion 55 11.46
Total 480* 100

*Multiple responses.
Sour ce; Author’s fieldwork, 2016.

From the table above, it can be deduced, thavaheus problems associated
with urbanization in Boji-Boji Agbor includes press on existing amenities (12.50)
percent, increase in social vices/insecurity (2pb.pércent, unemployment (14.58)
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percent, high cost of living (22.92), environmergallution (13.54) percent and traffic
congestion (11.46) percent. Increase in socialsviiegecurity are the major problems in
Boji-Boji Agbor. There is prevalence of armed rebjy cultism and social apathy. The
paper observed that urban dwellers are more pregatiore neurotic, more criminal,
more likely to develop Schizoid personalities ara donduct only fragmented
relationships, and to suffer from that peculiarlpan malaise called ‘anomie’ a
condition of apathy hopeless disorientation causgdhe breakdown of families and
universally recognized rules of conduct.

M easur es of Addressing Urbanization Problemsin Boji-Boji Agbor

There are plethora of measures suggested by gasclolars to address the
challenges facing urban areas in Nigeria, in amiditio policies, programmes and
legislations enacted by various governments in fdgelhe measures suggested by
respondents to address the problems associateditvdhization in Boji-Boji Agbor as
shown in the table 3.

Table 3: M easures of Addressing the Problems Associated with Urbanization

Solutions to urbanization in Boji-Boji | Frequency Per centages
Agbor

Rural development 30 15

Good urban governance 60 30
Employment creation 50 25
Partnership between private-public sectofr i40 20

service provision

Urban bias in resource allocation should|b20 10
reduced

Total 200 100

Sour ce: Author’s fieldwork, 2016.

Table 3 above revealed that good governance isifjer measures suggested to address
the problems associated with urbanization in BajiB\gbor, with 30 percent of the
respondents in affirmative. Majority of the probkeassociated with urbanization can be
readily addressed if the authorities charged withresponsibility of managing the town
live up to their responsibilities. Some of thesspansibilities include provision and
maintenance of basic urban services, strengthemiirntpe institutions responsible for
security in the town as well as the revamping tlieRublic Works Department of the
Local Government Council. Also the following meassiwere suggested, such as rural
development (15) percent, employment creation (@&jcent, partnership between
private-private sector in service provision (20)ygemt, and finally urban bias in
resource allocation should be reduce (10) pereceatidressing the problems associated
with urbanization.
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Conclusion

The paper revealed that urbanization has beengdtanding phenomenon in
Boji-Boji Agbor, as a result of the town’s initilddvantage as a settlement with
administrative functions. It examines the causesblpms and measures of addressing
the problems associated with urbanization. Howewndranization in Boji-Boji Agbor
has been associated with a number of negative quasees largely because of the
inability of the relevant government agency to nggmi's growth.

Recommendations

In order to address the anomalies facing Agboa assult of urbanization, the
following strategies were recommended:

First, an urban renewal programme should be embargen, in the old areas of
the town to address the decay in most parts ofttwen. In addition, the local
Government Council (Ika South) should set in motamachinery for the preparation of
master plan for Boji-Boji Agbor. This will guide ehgrowth of the town and address the
haphazard urban development currently going oneu areas of the town.

The second, is that the basic urban services ld@reity supply, water, waste
management should be improved upon. This will gloreg way in preventing the
outbreak of epidemics and ensure a healthy andigable environment. In addition, the
roads should be constantly maintained, so as toreri;ee movement of traffic as well
as easy access to different areas in the towne sincording to Usifo (2005), less than
40 percent of the road is tarred.

Thirdly, government should partner with the privatector to provide job
opportunities through the establishment of indastes well as skills acquisition centres.
This will provide job opportunities for the unempéal able-bodied youths and
consequently reduce the prevalence of social Vikesarmed robbery and cultism in
Boji-Boji Agbor.

Fourthly, the institution responsible for managamef the security system in
the town should be strengthened through the pavief modern gadgets for policing.
Communication devices, patrol vehicles, and moresgwel should be provided to
support the existing police and military persoringhe town.

Finally, the practice of agriculture in the adjomp settlements should be
modernized and made more enterprising through nménddh farming. Agricultural
extension officers should be sent to these settiesn® educate the rural farmers on
modern technology and farming techniques and tieel w§ improved seedlings. This
will go a long way in reducing the rate of ruralban migration from these rural
settlements into Agbor town. Furthermore, the rweltlement around Agbor town
should be assisted through massive rural developmemgrammes, which will help
discourage rural-urban migration.
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