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Abstract 

The paper focused on improving Social Studies Education through Research 
for sustainable peace and security in Nigeria. The concept of research was 
defined as the systematic investigation into existing or new knowledge. The 
relationship between research and social studies teaching towards achieving 
the problem solving philosophy of the discipline was effectively discussed. The 
concept of peace and security were equally discussed pointing out the role of 
social studies education in achieving sustainable peace and security in all 
human society. The paper concluded that improved research is a necessary 
ingredient for effective and efficient pedagogical approach in social studies 
teaching and learning. 
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The world and its institutions today are what they are because of research. 
Research, to Wikipedia (2009), is defined as the systematic investigation into existing or 
new knowledge. It further stated that research is used to establish existing facts, reaffirm 
the results of previous work, solve new or existing problems. Insecurity and violent 
conflicts are not divorced from these facts that result-oriented research is aimed at 
finding solutions to.  
  

Result-oriented scientific research is the bedrock of sustainable growth and 
national development. Insecurity and violent conflicts are enemies to growth and 
development because no developmental effort can succeed in an atmosphere of rancor 
and strife. For development to be sustained, resource management and usage must be in 
a manner that meet the needs of the present generation while preserving the environment 
for the present and future generations.  
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The issue of peace and security has become a hard nut to crack as various 
governments in Nigeria have tried in various ways to curb the ugly menace of insecurity 
in the country and all their political and military strategies and style have not yielded 
any meaningful positive result. The implication of this is that investors both local and 
foreign are discouraged from investing in areas that are prone to violent crimes, conflicts 
and high level insecurity which is unpleasant for the economy and national 
development. The late President Yar’Adua, through his 7 – point agenda made firm 
promises in addressing the issue of insecurity and religious/political unrest in the 
country. Despite all these firm political promises, bombing and high profile political, 
ethnic and religious killings persisted with Nigeria having its share of global and 
localized terrorism which have necessitad the current emergency rule in the North 
Eastern part of Northern Nigeria. The conflict which have brought economic activities to 
a standstill and crippled social life in the current administration of President Goodluck 
Jonathan. Though Yar’Adua’s efforts made useful impact in ameloriating the then 
frustrating degree of militancy, kidnapping and vandalization of oil pipeline with his 
amnesty initiative in the Niger Delta region, there are still cases of these crimes in these 
areas.  

 
The problem of insecurity in Nigeria has also given negative signals to the rest 

of the international community that Nigeria and its surroundings are not safe and secure 
and as such are not suitable for economic investment and activities. This is particularly 
worrisome in view of the efforts being made to create the desired atmosphere to attract 
foreign investments in other to improve employment opportunities and reduce 
joblessness to the bearest minimum. The challenge of insecurity threatens the Nigerian 
community. The insurgence of Boko Haram has made it worse; Crimes, Corruption, 
Electoral Violence and Malpractices, Political Instability, Ethnic and Religious Wars, 
Riots coupled with other social vices persist and has increased fears in visitors and 
residents which have defaced the nation. Sustaining national and state security in 
Nigeria is a task for both governments and the entire citizenry and this is one of the 
central issues challenging democracy and development today in Nigeria.  

 
The major national security problems including criminal activities currently 

confronting the nation which need to be re-addressed include; political violence and 
murder during election; ethnic militancy e.g. Niger Delta Crises, cultism, armed 
robbery; paid assasinations and murder, oil pipe line vandalism, ethno – religious crises, 
political instability, boundary disputes among local communities in the country, 
kidnappings (both natives and foreigners). The current BOKO HARAM menace top the 
list. These problems whether individually or collectively, constitute a serious threat to 
the nation’s peace, rights and privileges of individuals; security and sustainable 
development in the country (Ofojebe, 2010). 
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 Concept of Social Studies 
Social studies according to Mansary, (1999) is a school subject designed to 

foster in learners a better understanding of man’s interaction with his physical and social 
environment. Social studies is unarguably the most integrated of all the subjects at the 
primary and secondary levels of education. This is so because, it is only by deriving and 
integrating its contents and learning experiences from a variety of disciplines that social 
studies can attempt to foster this understanding. According to American National 
Council for Social Studies (2008) Social Studies is the integrated study of the social 
sciences and humanities to promote civic competence. It went further to assert that 
social studies is the most commonly recognized as the name of a course or a set of 
courses taught in primary and secondary schools. But today, Social Studies Education 
has gained prominence to the highest level of education in Nigeria. It further defined 
social studies as the study of aspects of human society at certain post secondary and 
tertiary schools, around the globe. Social studies today,according to Iwegbu (2009) has 
gone beyond the study of man, his environment and civic competence to the study of 
contemporary public issues such as: Hiv/Aids education, drug trafficking and abuse, 
kidnapping and environmental degradation and many other problems resulting from 
mans continued interraction with his immediate environment. These new frontiers of 
social studies if well mediated will enhance sustainability and growth of human 
environment. 

 
Social Studies Education inculcate in learners the need for collective 

responsibility which must include good governance by the political leadership and 
effective loyalty by the people. When states are excessively aggressive, internally 
repressive or too weak to govern effectively and develop its environments, they threaten 
the security of the people. A fundamental objective of social studies education in Nigeria 
according to Ogho (2008) is the desire to integrate the diverse people (ethnic, religious, 
tribe, tongue, etc) of Nigeria through creating a sense of national consciousness in the 
process of teaching and learning of Social Studies, thereby inculcating the need for 
integration in the learner and discouraging an attitude that may cause disintegration and 
disunity as is currently being experienced today in the Nigeria. Such positive attitudes 
and values as coorperation, tolerance, respect for the human person, dignity in labour, 
honesty, patriotism, loyalty etc, which are necessary ingredients for national 
development and security, are better inculcated in a social studies class. (Ogho 2008).  

 
The Role of Research towards Improving the Teaching Social Studies  

Research as a concept has attracted varied definition from several authors. 
Shuttleworth (2002) defined research as a study which is undertaken systematically to 
increase the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of humanity, culture and society, 
and the use of this stock of knowledge to devise new applications. Nkemakonam (1995) 
in Aghulor (2004) defined research as the way by which one sets out to seek the truth 
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and acquire knowledge for solving ones problems. Okobia and Egbule (2007) sees 
research as an examination, inquiry, investigation or an experiment which is aimed at 
discovering new facts.  

 
 The need for research in all human society cannot be over emphasized. The 
progress and growth of human environment is largely dependent on the quality of 
researches been carried out in such society. The positive effect research has on man and 
his environment is all inclusive. Its impact is felt on all the structures and functions of 
human environment. Therefore, education as an important structure in human society 
depend on fruitful research for efficiency and effectiveness in todays world. Social 
studies as a discipline within the educational system is one area that is in dare need of 
positive research outcome in both the teaching and learning process to improve 
achievements. Teaching and learning oriented research in social studies education has 
exposed the use of sophisticated technology in teaching social studies. For instance, 
research made it possible to use methods as computer assisted instruction, computer 
assisted testing, programme instruction and teaching machine, team teaching, concept 
mapping, task based teaching, task based instruction in teaching social studies education. 
Research on Task Based Teaching or task Based Instruction should be enhanced so that 
social studies students will acquire relevant skills, knowledge, abilities and competences 
related to their carreer choice in the circular world.  
 

If social studies education must remain impactful, its problem solving 
philosophical agenda in this era of entrepreneural demand, Boko haram upsurge, 
kidnapping, drug abuse and addiction, human trafficking, child labour, human right 
abuse, armed robbery and other violent crimes, the need for continued research to 
improve its pedagogical practice cannot be over emphasised.  
 
Concept of Peace and Security 

Peace, according to Wikipedia (retrieved 17/01/2012) is freedom from 
disturbance; evidenced in quietness and tranquility. It further defined peace as a state of 
balance and understanding in oneself and between others. Peace is a state of harmony 
characterized by the lack of violent conflict. Commonly understood as the absence of 
hostility, peace also suggests the existence of the healthy or newly healed interpersonal 
or international relationships, prosperity in matters of social or economic welfare, the 
establishment of equality, and a working political order that serves the true interest of 
the masses, (Google; retrieved, 13/11/2013). 
  

Hornby (2001) defined peace as a situation or a period of time in which there is 
no war or violence in a country or an area. In international relations according to 
Wikipedia (Retrieved 17/11/2013); peace times are not only the absence of war or 
conflicts but also the presence of religious, cultural and economic understanding and 
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unity. It further states that, in peace time, there is also a sense of tolerance in 
international relation for the realization of true peace. For any society to be peaceful and 
harmonious, the individuals living therein, the family units and the various institutions 
that make up such society must be peaceful and must radiate peace, this is the only way 
global peace can be achieved (Aghulor and Iwegbu , 2010). The inevitability of the 
prevalence of a culture of peace cannot be overestimated.  
  

According to the Federal Government Technical Committee on Security (2008), 
security is conceptualized as the actual or potential freedom and safety from 
physical/military, political, economic, socio-cultural or psychological danger or attack. 
That is, it is the protection for defense of people against all kinds of victimization from 
external/military attack, economic want, poverty; disease/ill-health, political oppression, 
social exploitation, criminality, etc. It is perceived in terms of the generality of the 
population i.e. the physical, political, economic, and social security of the average 
citizen rather than that of the government of the day and its officials. By implication, 
security is the condition which enhances the ability of government, its agencies and its 
citizens to function without hindrance. peace implies the absence of threat to life, and 
property; it encompasses the socio-economic well-being of the people and enables co-
existence in peace and harmony. Section 14(1) chapter 2 of the 1999 constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria as amended captures the importance of security when it 
stated that “Security and welfare of the people shall be the primary purpose of 
government”. Security is a social contract between the state and its citizens in which the 
former is expected to protect, defend, and provide for the latter in the public arena. 
(Yusuf, Agbonna and Onifade, 2010). 
  

Scholars such as Okiro (2008), Adesina and Ujomu (2008), Etim (2009), and 
Odah (2009) have observed that the unpalatable state of insecurity of Nigeria is highly 
lamented as it is impeding development in all areas. There has been persistent insecurity 
in the width and breadth of the nation in recent times and the government and its 
security apparatus seems grossly handicapped.There are cases of broad daylight 
robberies, hired assassination or political – sponsored killings and the most recent 
attacks were the destructive demonstration of the militants in the pre-Amnesty period 
and other grave problems besetting the country such as the ravaging and heartbreaking 
Boko Haram insurgence.  
  

The concept of security span across the protection of the people from physical 
harm and bodily injuries to other things that are social in nature like job security, food 
security, housing security, health security etc. According to Nwabueze (1993), the issue 
of social security refers to individual or collectively organized protection of the 
individual or citizen(s) in order to secure him or the citizenry from varied hazards and 
vicissitudes of social life or social risks which include, want, poverty, destitution, 
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diseases, loss or suspension of income or means of sustenance as a result of sickness, 
maternity, accident injury, unemployment, invalidity, old age and death of breadwinner 
and helpless incapacitation during retirement period.  
  

The question of insecurity and violence in any nation requires urgent step to be 
taken by the government so that the citizens of the nation will live in harmony and enjoy 
sustained growth and development as no development can survive in an atmosphere of 
insecurity.  

 
The Role of Social Studies in Combacting Peace and Security in Nigeria  
 Social Studies Education is a discipline whose main thrust is centered around 
the study, analysis and understating of man and his environment. It focuses on 
developing a sympathetic appreciation of the diversity and inter-dependence of all 
members of the local community and the wider national and international comradeship 
and co-operation towards a healthy society. These have been proved to be possible only 
in an atmosphere of peace and tranquility. For Social Studies to achieve this role of 
promoting effective culture of peace in human societies, its theme should be hinged 
specifically on the culture of the people. (Aghulor and Iwegbu,2010).  
  

In furtherance of the goals of Social Studies, Usman (2000) in Iyela and Audu 
(2006), noted that; the problem facing most African nations today is attributable to the 
influence of Western Civilization. Therefore, social studies as an interdisciplinary and 
problem solving subject can enhance the promotion of peace education by advocating 
“dialogue” in harmonizing relationship between nations, societies or groups globally.  
  

In supporting the idea that social studies has the role of promoting peace 
education and security in Nigeria, Okobia (1985) maintained that; “the course content of 
Social Studies is geared at producing effective citizens and of foregoing a cohesive 
society that will support the motion of nation building by way of classroom mediation of 
social studies programme in our school and colleges. This can be done through aiding 
learners in understanding man as he relates to himself and stand by the truth. Social 
studies employs the use of concepts such as empathy, honesty, sympathy, tolerance, 
rationality, respect for persons needs and interest, decision making, interaction, 
independence, morality, co-operation, obedience, adaptation, lotalty, patriotism, 
authority, values, critical thinking, progress and rule of law under a democratic society. 
Looking at all this, it is quite clear that social studies has a role to play through its 
objectives of ensuring peace and security in Nigeria, but for efficiency and effectiveness 
in achieving peace and security, there is the need to enlarge the scope of Social Studies 
and its aims and objectives to accomodate the teaching of contemporary public issues, 
which peace and security are a significant part.  
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Conclusion  
 Research is an essential ingredient for improved pedagogical practice in social 
studies education and the educational system in general. It is a pivot towards proffering 
solutions to the twin problems of conflict and insecurity that seem to have eclipsed the 
Nigerian nation. Peace and Security are vital ingredients that any nation must aspire to 
sustain at all cost because they are the effective foundation for  meaningful and 
sustained development.   
 
Recommendation  
 Increased financial involvement for research sponsorship from both the 
government, philantrophic individuals and organisations is highly recommended for 
effective and result oriented pedagogical approach in social studies that will improve the 
problem solving philosophy of social studies education.  
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