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Abstract 

Information, Communication and Technology (ICT) and Creativity was 
a research embarked upon to study the relationship between art, ICT 
and God during creation. All the different names which people from 
different societies the world over give to Godrelate to creativity.This 
creativity and ICT are attributes of God. The age of art started with 
God in His creative endeavor, probably through inspiration, which is a 
process that causes somebody to want to create something. This 
inspiration is prominent in the artist anytime he wants to create like 
God. Creativity and art are synonymous in idea because one cannot 
mention any of the two words without the other echoing in the mind. To 
make sure that this activity of creation does not end with Him, He 
empowered men (Artists), and bestowed on them with different artistic 
potentials to continue with the work of producing artifacts (art works) 
in a scientific and technological form. The sub-titles include:- Concept 
of God, The meaning of Art, Creativity, ICT and God, Society, Spiritual 
and Material Significance of Art and conclusion.  
 

 
 The geographical science of the creation of the earth lacks artistic presence as 
could be found in the biblical description. Geography is two words joined together- geo 
(meaning the earth) and graph (meaning description of). But the book of Genesis 
(meaning origin) gave an artistic version of the history of the creation of the universe. 
 According to Genesis (1:1) ‘In the beginning God created a formless and 
desolate earth’that can be related to the artist’s primed support or marquetry. Then God 
commanded, “Let there be light,” and light appeared. God was pleased with what he 
saw. The second day, he separated the land from water, and again, God was pleased. The 
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third day, God created all kinds of plants. Fourth day, God separated day from night to 
show the time when days, years, and religious festival begins, God continued his 
creative work till the sixth day and rested at the seventh day (Gen. 1:1-31). Note that at 
every successful creation, the bible said that God was pleased with it. 

Art is not created in vacuum, the artist also create’s art by applying colour on 
the canvas or with clay, wax, plasticine and concrete on the marquetry. At every attempt, 
he moves back to observe it, if it is good he continues, but, if it is bad he does the 
correction. Art is one of the universal languages all human beings understand and use to 
communicate (Egonwa, 2012; inEzendu and Onwuasoanya 2016). God has made artists 
second creator after Himself by building in them the talent and skill for producing art 
work. 
 There are three different unique words each in God and inthe artist creative 
instinct. These words are directly connected to imagination and creativity. On the side of 
God, you have reason, spirit and power; while the artistic words are idea, medium and 
skill. Imagination is to produce something new, while creativity is the skill to do it, and 
the product must be original. Therefore, originality is the quality of being new and 
interesting in a way that is different from anything that has existed. Art is an important 
aspect in the life of any contemporary human society, (Onoja, 2014). 
 In order to attempt this research, the study looked at the meaning of God, art, 
creativity, society, spiritual and material significance of art and makes conclusion. 
 
The Concept of God 

The word God cannot be limited to a particular definition. Many scholars and 
philosophers have tried to define God from their point of views without much success. 
In Christian, Islamic, Traditional and other religions, God is the Being or spirit that is 
worshipped, and is believed to have created the universe. Ebezie (2010), ‘some people 
who are called Atheists claimed that the belief in one supreme God is false; the 
polytheists believed that there are numerous gods; while the agnostics say that 
knowledge of God is not possible.The monotheists believed that there is God and only 
one God. 
 Isaiah (55:8-9) the ways of God are not ways of man, and His thoughts are not 
ours. We can only think God as our father in heaven and as His children. In the same 
manner, the artist is unique in expression. Some artistic designs which cannot be easily 
read by society are interpreted by the artists who are the children of God (Jn. 1:12-13), 
and who have tried to imitate Him in creativity. The book of Genesis (1:2), maintained 
that, God made the universe by his words --reason, spirit and power.While Uzoagba 
(2009), stated that, Art is the ability of the artist to imaginate and originate idea through 
the skillful use of a medium manifests into a visible form or audible sound. The medium 
and skill used by the artist is like the spirit and power of God which are used by Him in 
creation. At this point, God should be seen as first and original Artist and a Master 
Artist. 
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 God is the greatest spirit who leaves by himself, He does not have any 
beginning, neither does He have an end and also He is the source of all creation (catholic 
catechism Igbo version 1996). The word creation is the relationship between God and 
the artist. Creation simply means the act of causing something to exist that did not exist 
before. The Pentateuch which includes Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy, God was described with several words such as Elohim which means the 
greatest power, the most powerful; El-shaddai meaning ‘the Almighty God; Yahweh 
(pronounced Yahveh) the God who exists, and who can never cease to exist; ‘I Am who 
I am; was a name given by God when He was asked to reveal His name. Eternal God; 
He is without beginning and without end. There are other names, but this paper will 
make do with this few. 

In Nigeria, myriad races and ethnic groups have used different words to express 
the nature and meaning of God. TheIgbos call Him Chukwu meaning Almighty God; or 
Chineke the God who creates. The Hauas call Him Ubangiji Allah meaning Almighty 
God. In Yoruba, He is called Olorun which means the Almighty and creator of the 
universe; Olodumare means the God full of holiness and merciful to His children; 
Oluwa, the God that provides us with everything and without Him we can do nothing; 
Obanla , also means the great High God. The Efik people of Nigeria, call Him Abasi, the 
creator, supreme ruler and the God of mercy and compassion. Ijaw people call Him 
Jamara, meaning the great God and the creator of all things. Nupe Land calls Him Soko, 
God Almighty the creator. From the foregoing, it should be observed that the few 
ethnicgroups mentioned here call God the creator. All these names by people the world 
over showed that God is a creator. 
 
The Meaning of Art 

Art is the use of skill and imagination in the creation of aesthetic objects, 
environment, or experiences that can be shared with others (Nebo, 2007). The 
application of skill and knowledge in a creative effort to produce work that have form, 
beauty and aesthetic expression of feeling, etc, as in drawing, painting, sculpture, 
architecture, music and dance. Art also includes weaving, bead making, upholstery, 
cabinet work, smithing, craft technology, ceramics, photography, graphics, textiles, 
commercial art, printing technology and industrial design. 

The urge towards visual expression is part of being human, and it is common to 
man. Art unlike nature is a human creation, an inspired creative process that may be 
conscious or unconscious. This inspiration could stem from religious and spiritual ideas 
or from aesthetic experience. From the creation of man, he has made things, selected and 
stored things with meaning, chosen to keep near things that speak to them of the past, 
present and future. Artistic expression refers to the desire or need on the part of the artist 
to express his emotions or feelings regarding a particular subject (Nebo, 2018). 

Art as an activity with diverse definitions, in Uzoagba (2009),  art is a means of 
self-expression that must create pleasing forms.WhileOnoja (2014) holds that art 
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encompasses all skillful activities which is broadly divided into visual art and non-visual 
art. Art is one of the ways we express ourselves and attempt to communicate.Again 
Uzoagba (2009) saw art as a human conception made manifest by the skillful use of a 
medium. It signifies a doing, a making, fashioning or putting together and it usually 
implies that the thing is accomplished by human skill.Lowenfield (1975) in Onoja 
(2014), maintained that art is a dynamic and unifying activity, with a potentially vital 
role to define a society’s identity and culture. Hence, any society that has no art 
activities has stalled most aspects ofit’s human intelligence; we can meet it with our own 
intelligence on equal footing. 
 
Creativity 

Creativity simply means the quality of being able to produce original work or 
ideas in any field. It is a concept that has been defined by various professionals 
depending on their orientation, such as in Lemechi (2012), creativity is the ability to 
solve problems, fashion products, define new questions in a domain, or in a way that is 
usually considered novel, but ultimately becomes accepted in a particular cultural setting 
(Gardner, 1993) in Lemechi (2012). Creativity is the ability of turning new and 
imaginative ideas into reality (Enendu, 2015). It starts with a foundation of knowledge, 
learning, discipline and mastery of a way of thinking. Creativity is the ability to bring 
into existence something new, whether it be an artistic object or form, a solution to a 
problem, or a method, or a device. 

To create is perhaps to produce something, perhaps, a thing that has aesthetic 
value or content. Such a process of production involves the manipulation of material or 
medium as the case may be. As applied to art creativity may suggest something to the 
effect of an act of production, which may be artistic or possibly stir out emotion 
apparently because the end product is aesthetic. Tinuola, (2015) explained that creativity 
refers to doing simple things differently and in one’s own way. A work of art is a man-
made object with aesthetic significance; an aesthetic object which has resulted from high 
level of craftsmanship. Traditionally, creativity has been seen as a tortured and mystical 
process, the province of geniuses, artists and eccentrics. 

Creativity is synonymous and it is embodied in the name of God as expressed by 
the different nations of the world. The creation of the earth through His reason, in man it 
is idea which means a mental representation of something perceived through the sense, 
Holy spirit is the equivalent to medium in man and it is an intermediate means through 
which something may move; while power has to do with skills that deal with the power 
of aadaption or technical ability. God was creating for six days and rested on the seventh 
day that is what the Holy Bible tells us (Gen 1:1-27). Creativity therefore is a mental 
process that is very important for success in any undertaking by both God and the artist. 
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ICT and God 
ICT simply means Information and Communication Technology. The basis of 

ICT is to help improve the way man deals with information in all areas of human 
existence. To transfer information, ICT systems use computers, telecommunication 
networks, and other electronic devices. A computer is an electromechanical data 
processing device that takes in data and instructions (input), stores them, manipulates 
them according to a given sequence of instructions and produces consequent result 
(output). 

ICT started with God during creation, when He was spiritually informed to 
scientifically create the earth and all that is in it. Science here is expertness, skill and 
proficiency resulting from knowledge to create man on the sixth day. The ability by God 
to apply this science to art produced man (communication). Remember that the 
computer has a central processing unit (CPU) and other parts. This CPU is the same with 
the human brain, every part of man is connected to the brain. The human brain accepts 
data, process data, and interprets data. 

Thus, the artist has continued with his computer by adding and including to it, 
the new media art. New Media Art are those artworks created with new media 
technologies (ICT), such as digital art, computer graphics, computer animation, robotics, 
video games, 3D printing, and many others. For instance, robotics deals with the design, 
construction, operation, and use of robots, as well as computer systems for their control, 
sensory feedback, and information processing. These technologies are used to develop 
machines that can substitute for humans. Another example is animation; Animation is a 
method in which pictures are manipulated to appear as moving images.  
 
Society 

 Society is the system of community life, in which individuals, ordinarily in a 
territorial establishment, form a continuous and regulatory association for their mutual 
benefit and protection (Read, Smith and Voorhees (2010). Itis the largest and most 
nearly self- sufficient group in existence. This is a term used to cover the whole network 
of human relationships which result from individuals coming together in response to 
their basic urges towards self-preservation’. Society also contains enough smaller social 
structure to fulfill all the needs of it’s members. Every society is known by its culture 
which is surrounded by works of art. 

The members express their nature by creating organizations which will affect 
their social relationship, or behaviors based on mutual awareness, in a myriad of ways. 
Such expression is the fulfillment of every condition of life, as in religion, socio-
cultural, politics, and economy. Hence the artist helps society in order to recognize the 
distinctive value of the work of art. In order to effectively maintain all these spheres of 
life, every society creates and consumes art works to enable it give meaning to all these 
conditions. All the materials used for these purposes are art products made by the artist, 
but with God’s empowerment. (Ex.31: 1-5). 
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Religion is a belief binding the spiritual nature of man to a supernatural being, 
as involving a feeling of dependence and responsibility, together with the feelings and 
practices which naturally flow from such a belief. Those items used in the church, 
mosque and shrine such as statues, crucifix, chaplet, pew,  bible, embroidery, Koran, 
stool, ritual pot and so on, are the works of art.  
Socio-cultural relates to the social activities that take place in an organized society, such 
as the ceremonies like wedding (white and traditional), naming ceremony, burial and 
funeral ceremony,  house-warming, title-taking and so on; festivals like masquerade 
(new yam), argungu (fishing), shooting, wrestling, Eyo and so on; fashion/decoration, 
house painting, body decoration, hair-do, ornamentation, occasion-dress, and so on. 

Economy in this case is the practical adjustment and organization of resources 
by a society. The economic activities of a people in which means are adjusted to ends-
the production and distribution of wealth. The primary sector of our economy includes; 
farming, hunting, fishing, quarrying, blacksmithing, craft technology and so on. All 
these activities are connected in one way or the other to art. 
Politics is the activities involved in getting and using power in public life, and being able 
to influence decisions that affect a country or a society. God filled Moses carved stick 
with miraculous power and mandated him to go and lead the Israelites out from Egypt. 
His interest in politics was shown when He instructed Samuel to anoint Saul king over 
Israel, Samuel took a jar of olive-oil and poured it on Saul’s head (1 Sam. 9:17), this oil 
is a content of a pot created by an artist. Leaders are led to swear to an oath of office 
either with the Bible, Koran or Traditional method. 
 
The Spiritual and Material Significance of Art  

The spiritual and material importance of art cannot be over-stressed. In Gen 
(3:21) it is stated thus, “and the Lord God made clothes out of animal skins for Adam 
and his wife, and he clothed them.In book of Exodus(28:1-5), the Lord instructed Moses 
to make priestly garments for Aaron and his sons, to provide him with dignity and 
beauty so that they may serve Him as priests. The craftsmen are to use blue, purple, and 
red wool, gold thread, and fine linen; this is God performing art through man by His 
instruction on what and how to do it. 

Again in Exodus(31:1-5), God empowered the artist when he said to Moses, ‘I 
have chosen Bezalel, the son of Uri and grandson of Hur; and filled him with the power, 
understanding, skill, and ability for every kind of artistic work-for planning skillful 
designs and working in gold, silver, and bronze; for cutting jewels to be set; for carving 
wood; and for every other kind of artistic work”. The book of Sirach (38:24, 27-28) 
equally addressed the artist and craftsman as a scholar who must have time to study if he 
is going to be wise, who work night and day engraving precious stones, carefully 
working out new designs. The significance of art in our daily existence cannot be down 
played, because all the household objects, including the house we live in are art works, 
created in different media by different artists.   
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The spiritual power of God was manifest in Moses stick when the Lord asked 
him, “what are you holding? Ex (4:2-5), ‘a stick he answered’, The Lord said, throw it 
down and he threw it down, it turned into a snake, and he ran away from it. The Lord 
said to Moses, “bend down and pick it up by the tail.” So Moses bent down and caught 
it, and it became a stick again (Exodus, 4:2-5). Then Moses and Aaron went to meet 
with the king of Egypt. They went to Pharaoh and said, now, your majesty, the Lord 
says that you will find out who He is by what He is going to do. Look, I am going to 
strike the surface of the river with this stick, and the water will be turned into blood. The 
fish will die, and the river will stink so much that the Egyptians will not be able to drink 
from it” (Exodus 7:7-19). 

In John (8:3-10) it was recorded that when the woman caught in adultery was 
brought to Jesus, they told Jesus that Moses law commanded that such a woman must be 
stoned to death, but Jesus was busy drawing on the ground. Drawing is a central part of 
art, and it means to make a picture with pencil, pen, or chalk. The Holy Spirit who 
reveals the truth about God, John (14:17), was set into action through this drawing to 
disperse the crowd. This type of action was also noticed in Moses” and Aaron’s sculpted 
sticks. These art works provide a link between God and man (Uzoagba and Olorukooba, 
1991), In Number (21:7-9) it was also recorded that a bronze snake image was used to 
heal anyone bitten by snake. Uzoagba and Olrukooba (1991) highlighted that these 
image must be made in such a way that they please the spirit and invite God to make His 
dwelling in the figure. 
 
Conclusions 

Art is a relative of God; hence all creations were through God’s reason, spirit 
and power.These three words together culminated into creation, which means to make 
something new. Every man has the potential to create, but those who are involved in the 
use of imagination to express an idea or feelings are called artists. This group of people 
is regarded as children of the Almighty God, because they have been empowered to join 
God in the activity of creation. 

It is interesting to note that God created man and other things for His comfort. 
The artist also creates for the same purpose. All the creative designs in painting, 
architecture, sculpture, ceramics, textiles, photography, printing, weaving, smithing, 
bead making, industrial design, cabinet work, commercial art and upholstery and so on, 
are for man’s comfort. 

In the traditional African society, artists were secretly arranged and sanctified 
before they can begin to create for the gods and members of the society. Every art object 
they produced was taken to have come from heaven where God resides. God therefore, 
is the Master Artist and those of us who imitate Him in the creative work are the 
children. 
 
 

Romanus E. Nebo 
 



8 

 

 

Journal of Pristine, Volume 15 No. 1, July, 2019. ISSN 2250 - 9593 

References 
Ebizie, A. N. (2010). Christian Religious Studies-Upper Basic Book one. Enugu: 

Chinecherem Press 
 
Enendu, U. I. (2015). Class/Studio Arrangement in Visual Art: A Sine-Qua-Non For 

Creativity Enhancement in The 21st Century. Journal of General  Studies 
(JOGS). 11 (1) p98 

 
Ezendu, U. I.& Onwuasoanya, F. C. (2016).Assessment of  The Challenges Facing 

Teaching and Learning of Visual Arts in Colleges of Education. International 
Journal of Academic Researchers (IJAR) 1. (1) P 337. 

 
Good News Bible (2007). Today’s English Version. India: United Bible Society. 

Katikizim Nke Okwukwe Nzuko Katolik N’asusu Igbo (1996).Onitsha; Excel 
Publisher Ltd. 

 
Lemechi, S. N. (2012). “Promoting  Creativity, Entrepreneurship, Information and   

Communication Technology (ICT). In Technical and Vocational Education For 
Self Reliance and Sustainable Development in Nigeria.”Proceeding of School of 
Vocational Education Federal College of Education, Eha-Amufu 

 
Nebo, R. E. (2018) Teaching Good Moral Values to the Nigerian Youths Through Visual 

Arts. International Journal of Academia.5 (1) December. 2018. P263 
 
Onoja, J. (2014). Art in Everyday Life-An Academic Dialogue. Exhibition of Society of 

Nigerian Artists. Plateau State chapter. 21st March, 2014. PP25-26. 
 
Read, A. W, Smith, S. S, & Voorhees, R. W. (2010) (Ed). The New International 

Webster’s Comprehensive Dictionary of The English Language; Encyclopedia 
Edition. USA: Typhon Media Cooperation.  

 
Uzoagba, I. N. (2009).Understanding Art in General Education (Fourth Edition) 

Onitsha: Africana-Fep Publishers Ltd 
 
Uzoagba, I. N. & Olorukooba, B. K. (1991).Art History for Schools and Colleges-Book 

Two. Nsukka: UNICA Art Publishers. 
. 
 
 
 
 

Pristine 


