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Abstract

Information, Communication and Technology (ICT) &réativity was

a research embarked upon to study the relationdefveen art, ICT
and God during creation. All the different namesiolthpeople from
different societies the world over give to Godrelé creativity.This
creativity and ICT are attributes of God. The adead started with

God in His creative endeavor, probably through iregion, which is a

process that causes somebody to want to create teimige This

inspiration is prominent in the artist anytime hents to create like
God. Creativity and art are synonymous in idea liseaone cannot
mention any of the two words without the other edhan the mind. To
make sure that this activity of creation does nod evith Him, He

empowered men (Artists), and bestowed on themdifférent artistic

potentials to continue with the work of producingifacts (art works)

in a scientific and technological form. The sulesitinclude:- Concept
of God, The meaning of Art, Creativity, ICT and G8dciety, Spiritual
and Material Significance of Art and conclusion.

The geographical science of the creation of thiehdacks artistic presence as
could be found in the biblical description. Geodmas two words joined together- geo
(meaning the earth) and graph (meaning descripdipn But the book of Genesis
(meaning origin) gave an artistic version of thetdry of the creation of the universe.

According to Genesis (1:1) ‘In the beginning Goeated a formless and
desolate earth’'that can be related to the aristieed support or marquetry. Then God
commanded, “Let there be light,” and light appeat®dd was pleased with what he
saw. The second day, he separated the land froer,veaitd again, God was pleased. The

Journal of Prigtine, Volume 15 No. 1, July, 2019. | SSN 2250 - 9593 1




Pristine

third day, God created all kinds of plants. Fow#ty, God separated day from night to
show the time when days, years, and religious vastbegins, God continued his
creative work till the sixth day and rested at $skegenth day (Gen. 1:1-31). Note that at
every successful creation, the bible said that @asl pleased with it.

Art is not created in vacuum, the artist also @saart by applying colour on
the canvas or with clay, wax, plasticine and caoiecom the marquetry. At every attempt,
he moves back to observe it, if it is good he cargs, but, if it is bad he does the
correction. Art is one of the universal languagés@aman beings understand and use to
communicate (Egonwa, 2012; inEzendu and Onwuasc2®/8). God has made artists
second creator after Himself by building in there thlent and skill for producing art
work.

There are three different unique words each in @od inthe artist creative
instinct. These words are directly connected tagimation and creativity. On the side of
God, you have reason, spirit and power; while ttistec words are idea, medium and
skill. Imagination is to produce something new, ertureativity is the skill to do it, and
the product must be original. Therefore, origiai$ the quality of being new and
interesting in a way that is different from anythpithat has existed. Art is an important
aspect in the life of any contemporary human sgci€@noja, 2014).

In order to attempt this research, the study |dokiethe meaning of God, art,
creativity, society, spiritual and material sigo#&nce of art and makes conclusion.

The Concept of God

The word God cannot be limited to a particular miébn. Many scholars and
philosophers have tried to define God from theiinpof views without much success.
In Christian, Islamic, Traditional and other retigs, God is the Being or spirit that is
worshipped, and is believed to have created theetse. Ebezie (2010), ‘'some people
who are called Atheists claimed that the beliefoime supreme God is false; the
polytheists believed that there are numerous gedsje the agnostics say that
knowledge of God is not possible.The monotheistewed that there is God and only
one God.

Isaiah (55:8-9) the ways of God are not ways of,n@ad His thoughts are not
ours. We can only think God as our father in heaareth as His children. In the same
manner, the artist is unique in expression. Somstiardesigns which cannot be easily
read by society are interpreted by the artists att@othe children of God (Jn. 1:12-13),
and who have tried to imitate Him in creativity.erhook of Genesis (1:2), maintained
that, God made the universe by his words --reaspinit and power.While Uzoagba
(2009), stated that, Art is the ability of the sirtio imaginate and originate idea through
the skillful use of a medium manifests into a Visiform or audible sound. The medium
and skill used by the artist is like the spirit gy@ver of God which are used by Him in
creation. At this point, God should be seen ag &rgd original Artist and a Master
Artist.
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God is the greatest spirit who leaves by himskl§ does not have any
beginning, neither does He have an end and aldgs tHe source of all creation (catholic
catechism Igbo version 1996). The word creatiothésrelationship between God and
the artist. Creation simply means the act of cajusaomething to exist that did not exist
before. The Pentateuch which includes Genesis, Ussoteviticus, Numbers and
Deuteronomy, God was described with several woudd ss Elohim which means the
greatest power, the most powerful; El-shaddai nmarthe Almighty God; Yahweh
(pronounced Yahveh) the God who exists, and whaneaer cease to exist; ‘1 Am who
| am; was a name given by God when He was askeevial His name. Eternal God;
He is without beginning and without end. There atleer names, but this paper will
make do with this few.

In Nigeria, myriad races and ethnic groups havel asgerent words to express
the nature and meaning of God. Thelgbos call Hirmk@lu meaning Almighty God; or
Chineke the God who creates. The Hauas call HimngiaAllah meaning Almighty
God. In Yoruba, He is called Olorun which means &mighty and creator of the
universe; Olodumare means the God full of holineed merciful to His children;
Oluwa, the God that provides us with everything anithout Him we can do nothing;
Obanla , also means the great High God. The Efiipleeof Nigeria, call Him Abasi, the
creator, supreme ruler and the God of mercy andpassion. ljaw people call Him
Jamara, meaning the great God and the creatol thiras. Nupe Land calls Him Soko,
God Almighty the creator. From the foregoing, itosld be observed that the few
ethnicgroups mentioned here call God the creatththAse names by people the world
over showed that God is a creator.

The Meaning of Art

Art is the use of skill and imagination in the drea of aesthetic objects,
environment, or experiences that can be shared witiers (Nebo, 2007). The
application of skill and knowledge in a creativéoefto produce work that have form,
beauty and aesthetic expression of feeling, etcinadrawing, painting, sculpture,
architecture, music and dance. Art also includeawving, bead making, upholstery,
cabinet work, smithing, craft technology, ceramipbotography, graphics, textiles,
commercial art, printing technology and industdasign.

The urge towards visual expression is part of béumgan, and it is common to
man. Art unlike nature is a human creation, animegpcreative process that may be
conscious or unconscious. This inspiration couduinstrom religious and spiritual ideas
or from aesthetic experience. From the creatiomarf, he has made things, selected and
stored things with meaning, chosen to keep neagshihat speak to them of the past,
present and future. Artistic expression referdhtodesire or need on the part of the artist
to express his emotions or feelings regarding iqodar subject (Nebo, 2018).

Art as an activity with diverse definitions, in Umgba (2009), art is a means of
self-expression that must create pleasing formda@moja (2014) holds that art
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encompasses all skillful activities which is brgadivided into visual art and non-visual
art. Art is one of the ways we express ourselvas atempt to communicate.Again
Uzoagba (2009) saw art as a human conception man#ast by the skillful use of a
medium. It signifies a doing, a making, fashionimgputting together and it usually
implies that the thing is accomplished by humarll.Ekiwenfield (1975) in Onoja
(2014), maintained that art is a dynamic and ungyactivity, with a potentially vital
role to define a society’s identity and culture.nde, any society that has no art
activities has stalled most aspects ofit's humaglligence; we can meet it with our own
intelligence on equal footing.

Creativity

Creativity simply means the quality of being aldeproduce original work or
ideas in any field. It is a concept that has beefindd by various professionals
depending on their orientation, such as in Lemé2@il2), creativity is the ability to
solve problems, fashion products, define new gaestin a domain, or in a way that is
usually considered novel, but ultimately become®pted in a particular cultural setting
(Gardner, 1993) in Lemechi (2012). Creativity i< thbility of turning new and
imaginative ideas into reality (Enendu, 2015).t#rts with a foundation of knowledge,
learning, discipline and mastery of a way of thigki Creativity is the ability to bring
into existence something new, whether it be arstartobject or form, a solution to a
problem, or a method, or a device.

To create is perhaps to produce something, perl@apgsng that has aesthetic
value or content. Such a process of productionlv@sothe manipulation of material or
medium as the case may be. As applied to art gigathay suggest something to the
effect of an act of production, which may be aidisbr possibly stir out emotion
apparently because the end product is aesthetioold, (2015) explained that creativity
refers to doing simple things differently and ire@own way. A work of art is a man-
made object with aesthetic significance; an aestibject which has resulted from high
level of craftsmanship. Traditionally, creativitadhibeen seen as a tortured and mystical
process, the province of geniuses, artists anchéocs

Creativity is synonymous and it is embodied inthene of God as expressed by
the different nations of the world. The creatiorilad earth through His reason, in man it
is idea which means a mental representation of gongeperceived through the sense,
Holy spirit is the equivalent to medium in man ang an intermediate means through
which something may move; while power has to ddwskills that deal with the power
of aadaption or technical ability. God was creafimgsix days and rested on the seventh
day that is what the Holy Bible tells us (Gen 17)-ZCreativity therefore is a mental
process that is very important for success in ardettaking by both God and the artist.
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ICT and God

ICT simply means Information and Communication Texbgy. The basis of
ICT is to help improve the way man deals with imfiation in all areas of human
existence. To transfer information, ICT systems uaseputers, telecommunication
networks, and other electronic devices. A compuseran electromechanical data
processing device that takes in data and instmgt{oput), stores them, manipulates
them according to a given sequence of instructmmd produces consequent result
(output).

ICT started with God during creation, when He wasitsially informed to
scientifically create the earth and all that istinScience here is expertness, skill and
proficiency resulting from knowledge to create noarthe sixth day. The ability by God
to apply this science to art produced man (comnatimo). Remember that the
computer has a central processing unit (CPU) amer gtarts. This CPU is the same with
the human brain, every part of man is connectdati@gcbrain. The human brain accepts
data, process data, and interprets data.

Thus, the artist has continued with his computeadiging and including to it,
the new media art. New Media Art are those artwocksated with new media
technologies (ICT), such as digital art, computapgics, computer animation, robotics,
video games, 3D printing, and many others. Foaims, robotics deals with the design,
construction, operation, and use of robots, as asgttomputer systems for their control,
sensory feedback, and information processing. Thad®nologies are used to develop
machines that can substitute for humans. Anothamele is animation; Animation is a
method in which pictures are manipulated to appeanoving images.

Society

Society is the system of community life, in whiictdividuals, ordinarily in a
territorial establishment, form a continuous angutatory association for their mutual
benefit and protection (Read, Smith and Voorhe€d @ Itis the largest and most
nearly self- sufficient group in existence. Thisiterm used to cover the whole network
of human relationships which result from individdi@oming together in response to
their basic urges towards self-preservation’. Sgadso contains enough smaller social
structure to fulfill all the needs of it's membeEvery society is known by its culture
which is surrounded by works of art.

The members express their nature by creating argtions which will affect
their social relationship, or behaviors based omuaduawareness, in a myriad of ways.
Such expression is the fulfillment of every cordatitiof life, as in religion, socio-
cultural, politics, and economy. Hence the arteph society in order to recognize the
distinctive value of the work of art. In order tffeetively maintain all these spheres of
life, every society creates and consumes art wiarlenhable it give meaning to all these
conditions. All the materials used for these puesoare art products made by the artist,
but with God’s empowerment. (Ex.31: 1-5).
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Religion is a belief binding the spiritual naturenosan to a supernatural being,
as involving a feeling of dependence and respditgibiogether with the feelings and
practices which naturally flow from such a belidhose items used in the church,
mosque and shrine such as statues, crucifix, chamev, bible, embroidery, Koran,
stool, ritual pot and so on, are the works of art.

Socio-cultural relates to the social activitiesttfake place in an organized society, such
as the ceremonies like wedding (white and traditigrmaming ceremony, burial and

funeral ceremony, house-warming, title-taking a&wdon; festivals like masquerade

(new yam), argungu (fishing), shooting, wrestlityo and so on; fashion/decoration,

house painting, body decoration, hair-do, ornam@&maoccasion-dress, and so on.

Economy in this case is the practical adjustment @iganization of resources

by a society. The economic activities of a peoplevhich means are adjusted to ends-
the production and distribution of wealth. The mignsector of our economy includes;
farming, hunting, fishing, quarrying, blacksmithjngraft technology and so on. All
these activities are connected in one way or therdb art.
Politics is the activities involved in getting ansing power in public life, and being able
to influence decisions that affect a country oeiety. God filled Moses carved stick
with miraculous power and mandated him to go aad khe Israelites out from Egypt.
His interest in politics was shown when He instedcGamuel to anoint Saul king over
Israel, Samuel took a jar of olive-oil and pouredn Saul's head (1 Sam. 9:17), this oil
is a content of a pot created by an artist. Leaderded to swear to an oath of office
either with the Bible, Koran or Traditional method.

The Spiritual and Material Significance of Art

The spiritual and material importance of art canbetover-stressed. In Gen
(3:21) it is stated thus, “and the Lord God madshas out of animal skins for Adam
and his wife, and he clothed them.In book of Ex¢2i84 -5), the Lord instructed Moses
to make priestly garments for Aaron and his soasprovide him with dignity and
beauty so that they may serve Him as priests. Tdigsmen are to use blue, purple, and
red wool, gold thread, and fine linen; this is GQuetforming art through man by His
instruction on what and how to do it.

Again in Exodus(31:1-5), God empowered the artisemvhe said to Moses, ‘I
have chosen Bezalel, the son of Uri and grandsatueofand filled him with the power,
understanding, skill, and ability for every kind aftistic workfor planning skillful
designs and working in gold, silver, and bronze;datting jewels to be set; for carving
wood; and for every other kind of artistic work’h& book of Sirach (38:24, 27-28)
equally addressed the artist and craftsman asadasaliho must have time to study if he
is going to be wise, who work night and day engrgvprecious stones, carefully
working out new designs. The significance of arbur daily existence cannot be down
played, because all the household objects, inauttie house we live in are art works,
created in different media by different artists.
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The spiritual power of God was manifest in Mosésksivhen the Lord asked
him, “what are you holding? Ex (4:2-5), ‘a stick deswered’, The Lord said, throw it
down and he threw it down, it turned into a sna] he ran away from it. The Lord
said to Moses, “bend down and pick it up by the"t&io Moses bent down and caught
it, and it became a stick again (Exodus, 4:2-5erTMoses and Aaron went to meet
with the king of Egypt. They went to Pharaoh andl ,saow, your majesty, the Lord
says that you will find out who He is by what Hegising to do. Look, | am going to
strike the surface of the river with this stickdahe water will be turned into blood. The
fish will die, and the river will stink so much thidne Egyptians will not be able to drink
from it” (Exodus 7:7-19).

In John (8:3-10) it was recorded that when the womaught in adultery was
brought to Jesus, they told Jesus that Moses lawmamded that such a woman must be
stoned to death, but Jesus was busy drawing ogrtusnd. Drawing is a central part of
art, and it means to make a picture with pencih, g chalk. The Holy Spirit who
reveals the truth about God, John (14:17), wasnsetaction through this drawing to
disperse the crowd. This type of action was ald@ed in Moses” and Aaron’s sculpted
sticks. These art works provide a link between @od man (Uzoagba and Olorukooba,
1991), In Number (21:7-9) it was also recorded thaironze snake image was used to
heal anyone bitten by snake. Uzoagba and Olruk@@B81) highlighted that these
image must be made in such a way that they pléasgpirit and invite God to make His
dwelling in the figure.

Conclusions

Art is a relative of God; hence all creations wHmough God’s reason, spirit
and power.These three words together culminateddrgation, which means to make
something new. Every man has the potential to erdmait those who are involved in the
use of imagination to express an idea or feelimgscalled artists. This group of people
is regarded as children of the Almighty God, beeahgy have been empowered to join
God in the activity of creation.

It is interesting to note that God created man @theér things for His comfort.
The artist also creates for the same purpose. hl dreative designs in painting,
architecture, sculpture, ceramics, textiles, phaply, printing, weaving, smithing,
bead making, industrial design, cabinet work, conmméart and upholstery and so on,
are for man’s comfort.

In the traditional African society, artists werecistly arranged and sanctified
before they can begin to create for the gods andbres of the society. Every art object
they produced was taken to have come from heavemen@Bod resides. God therefore,
is the Master Artist and those of us who imitatenHn the creative work are the
children.
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