INFUSING ENTREPRENEURIAL SKILLSCONTENT IN
READING COMPREHENSION TO CURB UNEMPLOYMENT
AND YOUTH RESTIVENESSFOR ECONOMIC GROWTH IN

NIGERIA

By

GRACE FOLAKE OLUYOMI
Kogi State College of Education, Ankpa,
Kogi State.

Abstract

Nigeria faces today a number of problems but theblgm of youth
restiveness as a result of unemployment has besmnyeserious in
recent years. It has attracted wide attention anskcuassions in the
country. Nigerian higher institutions are turninguto millions of

graduates every year but there is no correspondagnue of
employment. Hence, the problem of lucrative job oopmities in

liberal profession have all long attracted the bolkthe young people
but all these lines have become crowded. Many gri@dudo not
possess skilled manpower as would enable themtdageme practical
entrepreneurial skills which include; sewing, phptaphy, video
editing, computer training and repair, poultry faimg, cake and soap
makingsuch that can curb the societal ills. Howevkere is the need
for our education system to be more practical byfusimg

entrepreneurial skills in comprehension passagesalit levels of

education; creating awareness of the benefits ofepreneurial skilled

jobs which could solve the problem of unemploymamnt) crimes and
youth restiveness thus enhancing economic growtheimation is what
the paper is trying to discuss.

Key word: Entrepreneurial skills, unemployment, crime, youtbstiveness and
economic growth.

A great number of Nigerian youths are out ther&kisgefor employment that is
not available. It is no longer news that Nigeridaisingthe problem of unemployment.
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Nigerian graduates are seriously becoming frustratery day because of inability to
get job. Hence, the need to create value in theslief our youths has given rise to
various calls for entrepreneurial skilsquisition in all levels of our education system i
Nigeria. It is a fact that no government can previanployment for all the unemployed
youths but there can be harmonious developmenhiégreneurship education in our
school system which can offer enough employmenttreoned Nigerian youths
(https//investopeddia.com). Therefoliefusing entrepreneurial skills in our passage
readings amongst students will not be out of pldéetrepreneurial skillsnvolve
creativity and innovation as well as the abilitygian and manage projects in order to
achieve objectiveshftps://www.mindtools.comntrepreneurship may be related to all
dimensions of life that is seen as a means to fimuhe creativity and innovation
necessary to create a better community, a bettgonnand a better world (Hanna,
2013).The most effective strategy to get young feedeen on the entering into the
entrepreneurial world is teaching and talking abbut school. In 2012 the Europe (EU)
reported “Effect and impact of entrepreneurshipgmimmes in higher education” the
report showed that entrepreneurship education hagositive impact on the
entrepreneurial mindset of young people.

Nevertheless, young peopleymuth is best understood as a period of transition
from the dependence of childhood to adulthood'sepmhdence and awareness
(UNESCO, 2013). Age is the easiest way to defimedhoup, particularly in relation to
education and employment. Therefore, youth is oftéiicated as a person between the
ages when someone leaves compulsory educatioattadgle when one finds his/her first
employment (www.unesco.org). According to the NadioYouth Development Policy
NYDP (2002) a person with the age of 18 — 35 yeatermed a youth. But the issue of
unemployment put many young people into a prolongerdiod of dependency. Youth
level of dependency means the extent to which yod#épend on, hinge on, rest on,
pivot on, and rely on his/her family emotionally dan economically
(https:/lenm.wikipedia)Hence, youth relies more on either State or Fé@aernment
for employment but they tend to enhance their deswut of inconveniences and
restiveness.

Y outh Restiveness
Youth restiveness according to Osalor (2012) in aatcle published in

December 24, 2012 edition of the Vanguard News P2p#8 “a sustained protestation
embarked upon to enforce a desired outcome frownatituted authority fits the label
of youth restiveness”. Darah (2004) explained tf@ith restiveness could also mean
combination of any action or conduct that constgutinwholesome and unacceptable
activities engaged in by the youth in any communitiierefore, youth restiveness is
definitely not the best of times for Nigeria inrtes of general insecurity manifesting in
terrorism militancy, kidnapping and armed robbevywhich youths have been greatly
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involved in and many have been wondering when thesges would come to an end, or
at least reduce to a tolerable level (Anasi, 2010).

Causes of Youth Restiveness

There are many factors responsible for the negatititude called restiveness of
youth in the society today which includes:

. Parental carelessness: someparents are no longer committed to the training of
their children due to frantic rush to make moneg amke ends meet. Children and
young adults are now left to their own whims angriazes while the public watch
helplessly as youth perpetrate all manner of resdsts lgttp://support.google.com).

. Unemployment: Anasi (2010) identified unemployment as one mapmtdr
which often causes youth restiveness. This is aatsiin of actively looking for
employment but not being currently employed. Themployment rate is a measure of
the prevalence of unemployment crisis; it is calted as a percentage by dividing the
number of unemployed individuals by the total numtifeall individuals currently in the
civilian labour force (https://en.wikipedia.org.unemploymgnt Elegbeleye, (2005)
asserted that “unemployment in Nigeria is one efrtiost critical problems the country
is facing, where jobs are not created, the onedadble are being privatized and the
microscopic numbers of individuals employed are being paid. In fact, the stack
reality of this is that among the Nigerian gradsajeb seeking competition is becoming
stiffer and tougher by the day. Unfortunately, goweent response to the
unemployment problem is slow, inadequate and not dicah
(http://www.pressreader.com).

Similarly, Patterson (2006) observed that youtimgraployment across the world has
heightened to an unprecedented level and likelygdohigher due to government
negligence on the issue of job provisions. Phdgb&7) stated that, “with this number
of unemployed youths, crimes cannot be ruled otlhéncountry because the necessary
and required skills to enable them stand on them without looking for government
jobs that are not available are absent”. Theeegseat need to build the Nigeria human
capital through empowering the youth to skills asigion this is because, youths
unemployment has security implications in the sahsé youths can be susceptible to
any engagement that could fetch money; thereby o falling prey to political
thugs, war lords, crimes and other syndicatesktimng, 2017).

Nigeria youths can be saved and freed from allipudahbarrassment if given
the rightskills right from school. They can be seliant, own small businesses, job
creators and employers of labour instead of beioly geekers and employees.
Recognizing the challenge of unemployment in thentry; stakeholders and experts at
a seminar organized by Decent WorkLabour and SKievelopment Services
(DWLSDS), Oyo State, Ibadan, stressed the needNigerian graduates to engage in
skills acquisition programmes right from secondaghool (The Guardian 23 Feb.
2015).
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Skills Acquisition

Skill acquisition is the ability to be trained orparticular task or function and become
expert in it (Solaja&Adenuga, 2016). They furthemplained that skill acquisition is
necessary and desirable for full participationrofane in everyday life that is capable of
given the desired gain. It can also mean the ghilitsomeone to be adaptive to and
have positive behaviour that enables him/her déactevely with the demand and
challenges of life. (https://www.naija.ng).

Lester, (2005) recognizes four skills that are tigyed into a child through the school.
These are:

. Motor skill is an action which can be performed to carry ocoaplicated task
which is not very easy to do by everybody. Someaulas activity is required to do this
task. For instance, someone that performs bendick posture, wrestling and weight
lifting; such tasks cannot be done by anybodyhauit a pre-knowledge of it. These
types of skills are called motor skills. These Iskitould be learnt through reading

materials or learnt through physical training in  hca
(https://workology.com.mostimportant).
. Social skill is a type of skill that helps one to establish gawl social

relationships. Examples of social skills are motlspeech, facial expressions, gesture,
posture and gait. One should have social skill tskwas a sales executive, marketing
officer, service engineer, manager and even direatosmall and big establishment
without having proper social skills one cannot Eavsmooth life. This type of skill is
mainly requires one to be able to endure any typebowithout any or much complain.
This skill can be achieved through reading texttenis (https://en.m.wikipedia.org).

. Economic skill is that skill that enables a person to earn hiditierg: example

of economic skills are nursing, painting, typingess making popularly known and
called fashion design, hair dressing, carpentryuasiture maker, computer repairer,
shoe cobbler, barbing, make up home that is, lapkafter cooperate dressing.
Economist skill allows one to do many differentagmof activities daily to earn a living.
This can be achieved through reading text materigps://link.springer.com.content).

Leisure skills are skills that are simply after school activitieshobby-related skills that

a child can default to whenever he/she has downtinfece time. Most usually, leisure
skills are developed into a child through the s¢twgparents organizing a rotating set
of activities with breaks spread in between theimeré are many more leisure skills
such as swimming gardening, fishing or fish farmatgy, piggery and poultry keeping.
The main objective of leisure skill is to be sdfiant without much stress

(www.skillstoolbox.com.leisureskill). Any skill thas useful and profitable in one’s life

can be considered as an entrepreneurship skikhjg@Adenuga, 2016).
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Entrepreneurial Skills

Entrepreneur is the process of designing, lunchimd) running a new business in order
to generate profit (https://www.oberlo.com).Entexpeurship therefore, is seen as vital
to promoting innovation, competitiveness and ecdoongrowth; fostering
entrepreneurial spirit supporting the creation @wnfirms and business growth.
However, entrepreneurial skills are not relatedatepecific occupation, discipline or
gualification. It encompasses a lot of businesshstltat can give a promising
future.ldoko (2014) stated that the skill one netisnake the most out of life is an
important skill; which makes one self-reliant amdlependent. Peterson (2006) stated
that entrepreneurial skills are usually associat#éd managing and living a better and
guality life. Therefore if one is skillful in hanak there will be no much struggle for
government jobs because skill helps one to accempines’ ambition and live to ones’
full potential. Hence, the emphasis on entreprestepr education and developing
entrepreneurial skills has brought more analysithertypes and benefits.

Types of Entrepreneurial Skills

Entrepreneurial skills are classified into differgrpes which include:

- Trading entrepreneur

- Manufacturer entrepreneur

- Agricultural entrepreneur

- Technical entrepreneur

- Non- technical entrepreneur

Trading entrepreneur; as the name itself suggegstrading entrepreneur undertake the
trading activities. They procure the finished pradufrom the manufacturers and sell
these to the customer directly or through a retailae manufacturers who manufacture
products identify the need of the customers and,thexplore the resources and
technology to be used to manufacture the prodddisy convert raw materials into
finished products. Agricultural entrepreneur uniddee agricultural pursuits they cover a
wide spectrum of agricultural produce such asatian mechanization, and technology.
Technical entrepreneurs establish and run sciemtéeghnology-based industries. They
are the ones who make use of science and technimlabgir enterprises. They use new
and innovative methods of production in their gmtises. Non-technical entrepreneurs
based on the use of technology the entreprenewsavehnot technical entrepreneurs are
non-technical entrepreneurs. The forte of theiegitsesis not science and technology,
they are concern with the use of alternatives amitative method of marketing and
distribution strategies to make their business iganand thrive in the competitive
market (darren@kbaafrica.com).

Benefit of Entrepreneur ship Development among Y ouths
Entrepreneurship gives young people the opportunityplan their own
destinies. Youth involvement in entrepreneurshipgpemmes accord them opportunity
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to gain skills and become more innovative and &ffecemployers and managers.
Entrepreneurship development skill has positive actpon young people’s future,
academic, social entrepreneurial and career p&msepreneurial learning for young
people is hugely beneficial, and enhances themability to find out how to start a
small business, they acquire practical skills aositive attitudes: greater awareness of
their society, a sharpened appetite for active gewgent,new competences and
confidence to play part (darren@kbaafrica.com).

More of these benefits include means of livelihdbdt is steady source of
income. Entrepreneurial skill improves savings aeduces poverty at least food
security, economic and national security is surentourages self-reliance that is self-
employ which is a situation in which an individwedrks for himself instead of working
for an employer that pays salary or wages (httpaW.investopedia). A self-reliant can
mean doing a job where an individual earns hisrmedhrough conducting profitable
operation from his business directly. Therefore, benefit of being self-reliant is being
able to undertake and complete tasks independenitlyput having to wait for others
especially government to finish their part. The enself-reliant you are, the more you
can solve your immediate problem, come out of pgyeand can help other people
(http:s/inews.vanderbilt.edu.top). Self-employmienings social satisfaction, removal of
idleness, social vices, crimes and restivenesgelhiél be peace at individual, family,
community, national and global level (Heaton andds) 2000). The theory on the self-
employed skill is the behavioural pattern of entemgurs which states that the
psychological profile and sociological backgrount tiee individuals are important
factors in the decision to initiate self-own busisdl eibenstein, 1968 in Heaton and
Lucas, 2000). Nevertheless, the best way to edugatgh in such profitable
entrepreneurial skills as enumerated above is gir@momprehension reading, the early
awareness of all these skills acquisition amon@rsdary school student the better for
them in life.

For instance, Chijoke&Nwogbo (2016) stressed thednfor the educational
institutions to improve on entrepreneuséllls acquisition programmes among Nigerian
youth for them to be gainfully employed or have stimng doing as soon as they
graduate from school. All that any serious perserds after being encouraged and
exposed to outside government job is to exerciseafirthose things he/she has learnt
from school through the reading of comprehensiossages.Anasi (2010) opined that
everybody cannot get government job at the same,tibut everybody can get
something doing at the same time in their respepthces.Chijioke&Nwogbo (2016)
observed that most often young people leave sdihgoepared for the demand that life
holds and probably placed before them. Hence,imhperative that education should be
redirected towards improving the knowledge of gmeeeurial skills of the Nigerian
youths. Similarly,Hanna (2013) added that studantsll levels of education should be
equipped with entrepreneurial skills to cope wittaltenges of life right from school.
Chijoke (2016) who explained how the entreprenésk#l he acquired as a tailor while
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in Nigeria assisted him greatly in his thirty yeatay in America, he then advised that
Nigerians should learn entrepreneurship skills topec with challenges of
unemployment.

However, our nation at this point in time requitbst our youth be highly
skilled in order to solve the problems of unempleyt insecurity and youth restiveness
thereby enabling them to be self-reliant and inddpet.This paper therefore, stresses
the need to educate students at all levels of ¢iducantrepreneurial skills that could
made them stand on their own after graduating fsohmool; and that this task can be
easily achieved through the means of reading cdmem®&on passages in English
language especially while they were in school.

The Role of English Language in Nigeria

The role of English language in Nigeria cannot lweremphasis. It is the
interconnecting language amongst Nigerians fronfediht geopolitical zones and
different ethnicities. It is a world wild languaged it is the means of communication in
over 30% of all countries in the world so, it igdh¢o imagine the modern world without
English language. Information is mostly dissemidateough reading. Many nations of
the world today are facing different degrees oftiicestiveness and unemployment and
Nigeria unfortunately is one of such countries.c8irenglish is our lingual franca in
Nigeria and a compulsory subject in both primargl aacondary school levels and as a
medium of communication at all levels of our edimatsystem, and people housed at
these levels are youths who are in their activedpctive and employable age but being
unemployed resulting to idleness and being vulrerab be lured into engaging in
crimes, social vices and restiveness. They canéelfeesgaged or employed when
entrepreneurial skill contents are infused intodimeg comprehension right from
childhood while in school to curb these vices wlhieey become youth. Infusing life
skills in the comprehension passages have a rofdalp in educating, reshaping and
guiding one through tough experiences and devetoplieliefs and see a better quality
life among youth.

Reading Comprehension
Reading is a complex cognitive process of decodigmbols in order to

construct or derived meaning. It is also a mearskiits, language and communication
acquisition, and of sharing information and ideasw{.readingrockets.org). Reading
involves the process of constructing understanétiogn what you have read. It is also
the ability to process text, understand its meauing integrate it with what the reader
has already known (http://en.m.wikipedia.org). indwal’s ability to comprehend text is
influenced by their skills and ability to procesformation which is the pillar of the act
of reading and achievement. One important key #udireg comprehension is that;
readers think deeply about what they have read;niutivates the readers to take a step
to actualize or practicalized that which they hadd. There is a natural tendency to
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regard readers’ answering questions on a passagenaexpression of their
understanding. Hence, every comprehension passagiéng should be equipped with
practical entrepreneurship skills regarded as iiesvdesigned to develop different
thinking and reasoning and as such be incorporatedschools curriculum

(Solaja&Adenuga, 2016).

School curriculunis the set of courses, course work, and their eonadfered
at a school or university (Fraser & Greene, 2008) unfortunately, entrepreneurship
skills are not being emphasized in our school culuim especially in secondary school
students’ comprehension passage readings. This issks less important but very vital
among school children. Infusing entrepreneuriallskn the course work, scheme of
work, weekly record of work and even the daily tesplan right from the secondary
school to tertiary institution has a bigger advgatamong students. This will go a long
way in equipping them with useful knowledge andinfation they need to start with
something in life after graduation. This will hélptackling unemployment and could as
well curb crimes and youth restiveness in the $pcigfiokobong, 2017). This
corroborate Aluko ( 2013) reach out Nigeria Granduhch and Public Lecture
Organized by Christ Embassy Church Yenagoa, Bay&is® where he spoke on “state
of emergency; A Focus on Education For Entrepréakeuevelopment and Self
Reliance” he stressed the lack of requisite sKiis high level of development in
Nigeria. He noted that Nigerian universities andyfehnics produce over 150,000
graduates annually without prior entrepreneuriaining. According to him, in spite of
some challenges facing the Nations Education setttercountry has made significant
progress in recent years by ensuring stable exeheatg but methodological approach
which focuses on entrepreneurial socio economieldement that could enhance self-
reliance of Nigerian young graduates is lacking.

Similarly, Darah (2004) noted that non-inclusidneatrepreneurial studies in
the country educational curriculum in the pastasponsible for over dependence of
Nigerian youths on white collar jobs from the goweent. They have no idea of
supportive skills and the benefit they stand tangaithem. However, consistent reading
about these entrepreneurial skills in each of tmaprehension passages while in school
will serve as a pointer and a preparatory groungdaith to practice when they graduate
from school. And by so doing they will be self-eglt and it will enhance economic
growth at individual, family, and national level.

Economic growth

Economic growth is the increase in the inflatialjuated market value of the
goods and services produced by an economy over(¥ilepedia). Economic growth is
the natural desire of every economic unit (be mtiental, regional, national, state,
ethnic, local, individual) to minimize its dependenon the resources of others (Darah
2004). Today, there are very many people that entjagmselves in one human life skill
or the other to assist themselves, others and tieoountry at large they are popularly
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called the entrepreneurs; these are people wheethfor success and takes on risk by
starting their own venture or service (Longman,®0@s part of Obama’s (2010) state
of the nation address; he stated that “The milliohsmall and medium sized firms
started by entrepreneurs who provide the innovatiand create jobs intrinsic for
economic growth and development” He further saat tihmany goods and services we
take for granted were introduced by entreprendaatsphone services, the automobiles,
the airplanes, air conditions, the personal compand accompanying software were all
invented by them” (vanguardngr.com). Therefore, filace of entrepreneur and
entrepreneurial education for youth in other tabcarmes, restiveness, and encourage
economic growth cannot be over-emphasized.

Schumpeter (1995) opined that capital and outpowtr in an economy
depends significantly on the entrepreneur. The iyuadf performance of the
entrepreneur determines whether capital grows lsaprdslowly and whether the growth
involves innovation where new products and productechniques are developed. The
difference in economic growth rates of countriedaigely due to quality of their
entrepreneurs. Factors of production such as: labdur and capital, will be dormant or
become indolent without the entrepreneur who omgmthem for production ventures.
The entrepreneur is highly skilled therefore, asngportant agent of economic growth,
innovation and technical progress.

Conclusion

In Nigeria, many small and medium enterprises karewn to bring about
employment creation, provide jobs for women and tlysu spread the returns of
economic development, help develop rural areas, ilib®@bdomestic savings for
investment, inculcate new skills and infuse nevhtetogy, and contribute to social and
political stability (vanguard.com). For instandee tUrhobo people are known to be one
of the most hard working and enterprising peopligeria relying on their own human
and material resources for sustenance and growdilediively, they had built
community schools, earth roads and town halls avak@ed scholarships to deserving
children (Ojameruaye, 2004). There were many vibnam-governmental organizations
such as; Urhobo progressive union (U.P.U) and coniiywbased organizations and
groups that initiated and propelled sledflp effort in Urhobo land (Ojameruaye, 2004).

Recommendations

Based on the foregoing, these recommendations ade that;

. Comprehension passages must seek to redirect yemgingies into more
productive uses, by infusing entrepreneurship skilbntent into English language
comprehension passage reading capable of enhaseliagliant skills activities.

. Infusing life skills in comprehension passages khaut across all levels of
school. Curriculum planners should endevour to deflife entrepreneurial skills in
passage reading with productive activities andu@i#ism photographs of event.
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. Education raises the productivity of employees byparting valuable
knowledge and skills. Thus, youth should be enagedao read and practice skills like
computer operator or repair, farm managers, hassing, sewing, carpentry and others
to curb unemployment among youth.

. Education shapes human lives in positive way. Tusgsdignified languages and
dialogue through respective and optimistic contedabulary to showcase these skills
in passages.

. Engage youth as instruments for peace and develdpmecomprehension
reading passages; this will interpret peace inear tbense of restiveness.
. There should be an overhaul of existing skills dgitjan programmes to make

them more functional and effective through the valvbf infusing entrepreneurial skill
content in English text books.

. Government should declare a state of emergencputhyunemployment, and
effort should be redirected towards entrepreneudr&hing in school programmes; as
this will help in curbing youth unemployment criraad restiveness thus translating to
economic growth.
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