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Abstract
Education is the most powerful weapon which carappropriate skills, knowledge and attitude. It is
be used to affect any society positively.the basis for transformation, industrialization
Entrepreneurial and lifelong education in higher gnd a high way to global knowledge economy.
education is identified as an imperative and Higher education as the main

transformative for national development and responsibility for equipping students with the

poverty eradication in Nigeria. This is the key . .
factor for increasing economic efficiency and advanced knowledge and skill required for

social consistency, by increasing the value andProfessions. World Bank in Timi-Johnson and
efficiency of the labour force and the basic Richard (2016) opined that, higher education is
instrument for poverty eradication. The paper@ place where the frontiers of knowledge are
therefore recommended that classroom work isdeveloped through practical work and exercise.
basically theory. Undergraduate students shouldThe entire intellectual and professional life of a
be mandated to go for apprenticeship with acountry depends on sound higher education,
successful entrepreneur for at least a period ofespecially tertiary education that provides
three mo_nth_s. This will he_Ip them to build conf'tden quality products (graduates) of international
to take risk in career during and after graduation standard for high productivity. Indeed, higher

due to the desire to acquire entrepreneurial skills ducation is a crucial arena of transformation
needed to succeed. The apprenticeship period df

training may be during the long vacation period. and imper_ative t(_) _eCOnomiC and social
transformation, bringing development to
Keyword: Entrepreneurial, lifelong education SOCIEY-

and higher education Quite recently, a number of higher

educational institutions in Nigeria including
Universities and Polytechnics have started

Education has been defined in variousPffering entrepreneurial education to their

ways as the aggregate of processes through whigidents as a way of transformation and
an individual acquires knowledge values, attitudé€réating awareness and encouraging students to
and all other forms of behavior that are ofconsider self-employment as a career option.
positive value to the society to which a persorEntrepreneurship dwells on basic concepts and
belongs or as the process of learning to live as BF€CepPts such as vision, change, opportunity
useful and acceptable member of the communityS€€King, creativity, innovation, risk taking and
According to Frackmann cited in Timi-Johnson@bility to manage activities in order to achieve
and Richard (2016) education provides employer§Pecified objectives. These principles form an
and society in general with graduates of specifidhtegral part of human activities in the home, at
fields. It is a process of helping students develop€ work place and in other places of human
acquire skills and knowledge that will help themSocialization, although the extent and intensity
become creative in life. Thus, according to Agi®f applicability may be higher in one setting
and Yellowe (2013) education is important to theNan the other (Mavis, 2013). Entrepreneurial

development of human resources, impartation of
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education is a catalyst in the reduction ofcompetences that prepare the students to
unemployment in Nigeria. become entrepreneurs and managers of new
Thus, entrepreneurial and lifelong businesses soon after graduation in order to
education is the key factor to increasingincrease their household income and eradicate
economic efficiency and social consistency, bypoverty in our society and nation at large
increasing the value and efficiency of the laboul(Gerald, 2014).
force and the basic instrument for povertyHowever, promoting entrepreneurial and
eradication. It provides a foundation for lifelong education in higher education is
eradicating poverty and enhances economidentified as an imperative and transformative
development in any society. It increases thdor national development and poverty
overall productivity and intellectual flexibilityfo eradication in Nigeria (Bayelsa State in
the labour force and ensures that a country iparticular) (Richard, 2013). As such, this has
competitive in the world market now led to the call to transform the higher education
characterized by changing technologies andector to accommodate entrepreneurial
production methods (Omoniyi, 2013). Theeducation by making it a core course
adoption of entrepreneurial education intoirrespective of discipline or field. This
Nigeria education system at all levels has placethtroduction and implementation of
emphasis on skill acquisition rather thanentrepreneurship education had transformed the
academic excellence; this will help prepare thenitial orientation of higher institutions
individual for a more useful and fulfilling life preparing undergraduate students for white
within the society and for the betterment of thecollar job to be self-employed. Government and
economy. At the long run, accelerating economi@ducationist have seen the need of training
growth and development while, eradicating allstudents to be self-employed and employer of
the component of poverty such as social vicedabour as a key national priority, especially to

unemployment, societal unrest and others. arrest joblessness resulting to social vices and
societal unrest.
Entrepreneurial Education Mavis (2013) noted the positive impact

Entrepreneurial education is seen as a&f entrepreneurship courses and programmes in
distinct social institution that seeks thehigher education, on the employability of
establishment and maintenance of a functioningraduates, and on society and the economy
economy through job creation with a wide ranggspecifically employment, innovation and
of interest put into consideration especially asvelfare effects) has well been established and
regards unemployment reduction and povertyacknowledged across the globe. It is a skill
eradication (Ekundayo and Babatunde, 2014)development programme designed to expose
Entrepreneurial education is an orientation thaand prepare students for real work in which
seeks to transform graduates from job seekerhey are likely to meet in their selected courses
into job creators in order to reduce graduatefter graduation from school. It is the accepted
unemployment, eradicate poverty and it increaseskills training programme which forms part of
students’ interest in entrepreneurship as a caredhe approved minimum academic standards in
The rationale for introducing entrepreneurshipthe various degree programmes in all the
course in universities curricular development is taNigerian Universities (Usman and Tasmin,
help the students to acquire increase®®015). Through entrepreneurial and lifelong
understanding of entrepreneurship. The focus isducation, the students are better prepared to
to equip them with relevant skills and unleash their entrepreneurial potentials after
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graduation for self profiting and that of the natio economy. This tax revenue adds to the national
respectively. income of the country (Suleiman, 2015).

Bendfitsof Entrepreneurial and Lifdong Education . Improving favourable balance of
Entrepreneurial and lifelong education ispayment: when there are few entrepreneurs in
oriented towards different ways of realizinga country, the country has to depend on foreign
opportunities. The importance of entrepreneuriatountries for variety of products which
education to any economy cannot be underminedveakens the balance of payment position of a
Entrepreneurial activity and the resultantnation. If there are many entrepreneurs, there
financial profitability are always of benefit to will be variety of products for consumption and
individuals and the nation in general. Theeven exports which improves the balance of
following are some contributions: payment position of a nation (Suleiman, 2015).

. Employment generation:  Through e Inter dependenced busness The truth of the
entrepreneurial education, small and mediummatter is, no matter the prospect of any busimessb
enterprises have offer realistic prospects fobusiness can succeed without interdependent an othe
creating jobs and improving standard of livingfirms for sustenance. Entrepreneurship education
while on the long run eradicating poverty in thewill contribute to the economic and national
society. This has helped provide productive andlevelopment with the intension of eradicating
self-employment to young graduates from highepoverty in the long run and promoting
institutions. Instead of being job-seekers andnterdependence among businesses. It must buy
waiting for a white collar job, they are self- raw materials from other existing firms and sell
employed. the finished goods and services to needed firms.

. Wealth creation: Through Promation of effetivedomesticresour ceutil
entrepreneurial education, products and servicegion:  Entrepreneurial  education  will
are combined from local resources available t@ontribute significantly in the use of local
create wealth by individuals. The skills acquiredresources rather than depending on foreign raw
from  entrepreneurship  education enablematerials for produce. This will help promote
entrepreneurs to create wealth for themselves ardbmestic  resources especially in the
the society at large which in the long run generatagricultural and manufacturing sector. Small
profit from the business. The profit generated camnd Medium Enterprises (SME’s) will not need
be used for sustenance and expansion of the sought for loan to finance foreign raw
business whereby poverty will be eradicated immaterial for produce. Reason being that, the

the society. require raw materials are locally produced and
available at cheaper and affordable prices. This
. Increasein national income: can discourage and reduce a country’s

entrepreneurial will not only increase individual excessive dependence and spending on
income but also national income of a countryimported raw materials.

Aside creating more wealth to the entrepreneur

(value added approach of computing national

income), the government gets more tax revenue

which could be used for other sectors of the
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Entrepreneurial Education in Nigerian Higher Establishing the curriculum for the
Education course,
The benefits of entrepreneurial educatione The development of teachers guide,

in developed counties such as United States ofstructional manual and students' handbook for
America, Germany, South Korea, North Korea,sale as well as capacity building for at least ten
China and Japan have made such countridscturers in each university,
become world power (both economically ande Establishment of entrepreneurship
politically). It is therefore not a surprise thaet resource and knowledge centers in the NUC,
federal government of Nigeria, through theand
national  Universities Commission (NUC), o Capacity-building for at least ten
introduced Entrepreneurial Education (EE) andeachers in all universities and development of
compelled every higher institution to strictly Masters and Ph.D programmes in some
implement it. The objectives and goals ofselected universities (Yahya, 2011) cited in
National Universities Commission (NUC) on Akhuemonkhan, Raimi, and Sofoluwe (2013).
entrepreneurial education are to equip higher It is believed within the policy circles
education students with entrepreneurial skillsthat from 2006 to 2010 (the first three years of
attitudes and competencies in order to be jolestablishing entrepreneurship programme in
creators and not job seekers. This is to improvéligeria) that at least 50,000 graduates would
the economic, technological and industrialhave gone through entrepreneurship education
development of the nation, as well as to reducevith sufficient entrepreneurial skills. Out of the
poverty to its minimum in the nearest future. projected 50,000 trainees, it is presumed that at
It is now a policy of the National least 10,000 graduates would be self-employed
Universities Commission (NUC) to encourageand self-reliant by establishing their own
Nigerian  higher education to provide business ventures (Akhuemonkhan, Raimi, and
entrepreneurship education for undergraduates stofoluwe, 2013).
that they can be self-employable after graduation.
The NUC has taken a step further in trying toStrategiesfor Effective Entrepreneurship
address the challenge of graduate unemploymeiducation
by designing an entrepreneurship course titled In  order to achieve Vviable
Graduate Self Employment (GSE: 301) that hagntrepreneurial and lifelong education that will
both the theory and practical components to benhance sustainable development in Nigeria,
taught in Nigerian universities (Amadi, 2016).  the following strategies according to Ayodele,
However, according to Akhuemonkhan, 2006 cited in Arogundade, 2011 will help to
Raimi, and Sofoluwe (2013) the role assigned talleviate the problem of entrepreneurial
the universities, polytechnics and colleges ofeducation in the country:
education through their respective highest There should be some form of genuine
supervisory agencies are essentially the tasks gthool work based learning incorporated in
transmitting and implementing government'ssome studies as part of the national economic
policy on entrepreneurship education in Nigeriadevelopment strategies. The development of
The expected outcomes from the assigned rolapprenticeship scheme would give new

include: graduates some work skills and experience.
. Establishing entrepreneurship study in alle Pool local, public and private funds to
higher institutions, create a small venture capital fund.
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. School-based enterprises where studenttrough inculcating programme or partner with
identify potential business, plan, create andirms to assist them. This will go a long way to
operate small business using the school as mincurb poverty and reduce societal unrest in every
incubators. society in Nigeria.

. Provide small business in schools where2. Classroom work is basically theory.
interested students and community members cddndergraduate students should be mandated to
participate. go for apprenticeship with a successful
. Develop entrepreneur internship entrepreneur for at least a period of three
programmes matching students with locallymonths. This will help them to build confident
successful entrepreneurs with clearly establishetb take risk in career during and after
education programmes. graduation due to the desire to acquire
. Establishing an enterprise college aimed entrepreneurial skills needed to succeed. The
at fostering the specific skill sets required for apprenticeship period of training may be during
entrepreneurship to serve as skill-acquisition the vacation period.

centers for the youths. 3. There should be entrepreneurship
. Creating an economic friendly political ~ education centre in every higher education
environment. institutions  with constant seminars and
. Improving on the government taxation on workshops for the students by professionals and
small scale businesses. successful entrepreneurs. This will stir up
students’ interest in becoming an entrepreneur
Conclusion rather than being a job seeker after graduation.
It can be concluded that entrepreneurial. Every higher education institutions in

and lifelong education is the key factor toNigeria should inculcate a culture of
increasing economic efficiency and socialentrepreneurship by supporting, training and
consistency, by increasing the value andewarding their self-reliant graduates. This can
efficiency of the work force and the basic weaporbe achieved by institutional recommendation of
for poverty eradication. Through entrepreneurialgraduates to state, federal government and non-
and lifelong education, the students are bettegovernmental organization for encouragement.
prepared to unleash their entrepreneurialhis approach would stir up entrepreneur
potentials after graduation for self profiting andinterest among students in Nigeria.

that of the national development respectively5. Entrepreneurship education curriculum
These efforts will enhance the economic,should be designed to promote human
technological and industrial development of theempowerment and development through
nation, as well as to reduce poverty to itsentrepreneurial skill acquisition. This would

minimum in the nearest future. lead to skilled oriented and self-employment
motivated.
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