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Abstract
Educational system that lays undue emphasis cEducation, which is generally a systematic
certification and genera studies learning has process through which a child or an adult
resulteq in churnin.g out qf graduates who aréacquires  knowledge, experience, skill and
largely job seekers in Nigeria. Based on prevailinggqng attitude, is certainly a means of making
economic  implosion that ~has _ inhibited the ;i a1s  civilized, refined and cultured,

expansion of paid jobs, unemployed and - . L .
unemployable graduates  loiter the streetsFesulting in- perfect individuals and social

constituting security threat in the society as idle Narmony. Consequently, every society strives

mind/hand is the devil's workshop. This scenaricto attain enviable heights in the enlightening its
impinges, ok national security as is being Citizens, especially as it has the potentials of
witnessed in Nigeria. This paper argues thatacting as panacea for social ills and antidote for
Vocational Technical Education (VTE), which is avarious problems of life. In its broadest sense,
form of education aimed at acquisition of practical education is meant to aid the human being in
employment in a significant -correlation With ., jieg the harmonious development of the
national security. It was posited 'that VTE ensuresphysical, mental, moral (spiritual), and social
that the socio-economic needs of graduates are m ) . . . .

and unemployment cum poverty that Coulcfacultle_s of life, for a life .of dedlpated service.
instigate criminal tendencies that threaten nationa Educational system that is devoid of necessary
security is curbed. Using Utilitarian theory, which €ducation tenets as reflected above can at its
holds that a morally good action Is one that helpsbest be classified as dysfunctional.

the greatest number of people, it was highlightec It is pertinent to note that the system of
that given the failure of general studies inclinededucation  bequeathed to Nigeria at
system of education to breed graduates Wit|independence from Britain was largely

or engage in self-employment, VTE is obviously icanaity that will result in engagement outside
morally appropriate action that will not harm

others but rather increase their happiness or tytili paid empltoymelljt_. Ailrt]hmég?. .thf Ftederalf
(In this case. National Security). It was concludec90VENMent, realizing this deficient system o

that VTE is a veritable tool for entrenching naion €ducation —obtainable in  Nigeria, have
Security_ It was recommended that adequat(estabhshed Institutions a|med at faC|||tat|ng

funding be extended to fif@chnical Colleges and Vocational Technical Education (VTE), the
the Polytechnic Sector to enable them to be ative tcommitment of government has left much to be
their responsibilities in the society. desired. Considering the collapse of technical
colleges and poor attention or lips-service paid
Keywords: Vocational Technical Location. to polytechnic education, which are institutions
National Security, Unemployment. Unemployed,with the core mandate to drive VTE in the
Unemployable. country.
The existing system of education
therefore succeeded in churning out job seekers
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rather than job creators; which the economy lackconsists of the training in skills necessary for
the capacity to absorb. This scenario created gainful employment as well as acquisition of
large army of unemployed and unemployable¢basic educational foundation in both sciences,
graduates wallowing in joblessness which Seerapplied sciences and humanity aimed at
(2013) states is incompatible with self-respectdeveloping individuals with the right attitude to
especially for somebody who has been spendirwork and the competence necessary to compete
years at school. favourably in global society (Lawal, 2013).
Perhaps at university, preparing for active role From the foregoing, VTE can be seen
The frustration and debilitating social/economicas a form of education aimed at acquisition of
deprivation resulting from grotesque joblessnespractical skills that enhances individual's
would exacerbate social ills and insecurity, afte gainful employment in a chosen occupation or
all it is a popular saying that an idle mind/hasd i to become self-reliance.

the devils workshop. This joblessness breed

poverty and poverty breeds strife. VTE equipsThe Concept of National Security

graduates with skills that will make them to be There is no single universally accepted
employers of labours as well as make them motdefinition of National Security. The concept
relevant in industries, thus, addressing thistill remains ambiguous, having originated
problem of unemployed and unemployablefrom simpler definition which initially

youths. emphasized the freedom from military threat
and political coercion to later increase in
The Concept of Vocational Education sophistication and include other forms of non-

National Policy on Education (NPE) of military security as suited the circumstances of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2014 definecthe time (Romm, 2013). Wolfer (1960) quoted
vocational and technical education as that aspein Prabhakaran (2012) saw National Security as
of education that leads to the acquisition oan ambiguous symbol meaning different things
practical and applied skills as well as basicto different people. Its objective means the
scientific knowledge. The policy states theabsence of threats to acquire values and
specific goals of VTE as follows: subjectively, the absence of fear that such
To provide trained manpower in the appliedvalues will be attacked. It is capacity to control
sciences, technology and business anthose domestic and foreign conditions that the
particularly in the arts and crafts. public opinion of a government believes
To provide technical knowledge andnecessary to enjoy its own self-determination or
vocational skills necessary for agricultural, autonomy and wellbeing (Maier, 2010).
commercial and economic development and, National security is the requirement to maintain
To give training and impart the necessary skillsthe survival of the state through the use of
to individuals who shall be self reliant economic power, diplomacy, power projection
economically, (FRN, 2014:2). and political power. National Security involves

not only absence of conventional foes such as

It is education geared towards preparin¢other nations but also non-state action such as
individuals for gainful employment as skilled or violent non-state actors, narcotic cartels etc.
semi-skilled workers in a recognized occupatior
resulting in self-reliance. Theoretical Framework

Vocational Technical Education has This work adopts Utilitarianism as the
equally been seen as the form of education ththeoretical framework. The modern theory of
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Utilitarianism is often associated with British institution championed by this theory is a
Philosopher, John Stuart Mill (1806-1873) whaopublic education system open to all and funded
developed the theory from a plain hedonistichby public money, i.e. taxes.
version put forward by his mentor, Jeremy
Benthem (1748-1832). Application of the Theory to the Study

The basic principles of Utilitarianism is Utilitarian theory Is apt for the
that an actiohis right if it tends to promote analysis of the interplay between vocational
happiness and wrong if it tends to produce thtechnical education and national security. It has
reverse of happiness; not just to the performer (been rightly situated that the spate of insecurity
the action but also that of everyone affected by iin the country is highly correlated to the
Consequently the theory states that morall'scandalous level of unemployment in the
appropriate behaviour/action will not harm otherssystem largely driven by the general studies
but instead increase happiness or utilitykind of education that characterizes Nigeria
Accordingly, a society is just to the extent that i educational  system. Unemployed and
laws and institutions are such as to promote thunemployable  graduates are = common
greatest overall or average happiness of itphenomena in Nigeria. Statistics has it that 80%
members, i.e. actions are right to the degree thof Nigeria south are unemployed or
they tend to promote the greatest good for thunderemployed /Mabmood. 20] 4), These
greatest number: that which has the greate unemployed and unemployable youth fall into a
utility. It espouses the philosophy that a morallyvariety of categories such as illiterates, street
good action is one that helps the greatest numbchildren, school drop outs, unemployed,
of people. The theory is a form of underemployed and unemployed graduates of
consequentialism: the right, action istertiary institutions. As long as these categories
understood entirely in terms of of Nigerians are not gainfully employed, the
consequences produced. .issue of national security will be a mirage

The theory tends to promote the overall(Adejumo,2011).
happiness of people, hence it lays emphases on A tacit fact is that unemployment
the improvement of such things as rate ofresults in insecurity. Given the failure of
employment, per capita income distribution ofgeneral studies inclined system of education to
wealth and opportunity, the amount of leisurebreed graduates with requisite skills to function
level of education, poverty rates; social mobilityeffectively in industries or engage in self-
and the like. These are measures of the amouetmployment, VTE can be seen as a morally
and the distribution of the means and opportunityppropriate action that will not harm others but
by which people can realize their variousrather increase their happiness or utility (in this
conception of a desirable life. The theorycase, national security). Utilitarian theory also
promote the kind of social arrangement that willholds that a morally good action is one that
deliver the means and opportunities for people thelps the greatest number of people. VTE is the
achieve their conception of a desirable life.panacea to solving the problem of high rate of
Therefore, according to utilitarianism, the justyouth unemployment and unemployable
society should be so organized in its institutionsgraduates which has been put at about 80%
its governments, its laws and its economy-that a@Mahmood, 2014). This rate of youth
many people as possible shall have the "mearsblessness surely affect a great number of the
and opportunity to achieve their chosenyouth and based on fact that acts of
conception of a desirable life; and a majorterrorism/insurgency, which vitiates national
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security, are majorly carried out by unemployed Religious Extremism:
underemployed and unemployable youth (OkelAnother dimension is religious extremism. The
2013), the VTE is veritable means of ensurin¢two major religions in Nigeria (Christianity and
national security which is a desired condition foilslam) tend to generate acrimony. There is
all and sundry in the society. deep-sealed mutual suspicion and distrust
Situating the scenario within the context ofbetween the adherents of these two major
utilitarianism, VTE is a morally appropriate religions culminating in violence, Kkilling,
action that will address the social problem olmaiming and colossal destruction of properties
wieldy population of unemployed and at the slightest provocation. The annals of
unemployable youths as well as ensure nation. Nigeria history are replete with violent
security, which is a basic condition for all confrontation between Christians and Muslims,
individual's survival in the society. threatening the peace and survival of Nigeria as
an entity, particularly in the northern region of
Dimensions of National Security Crises in  the country predominantly dominated my
Nigeria Muslims. The north is inundated with history of
Since independence, Nigeria has bee political hysteria. From Kano to Bauchi, from
engulfed by one security crises or the other theJos to Kaduna, from Gombe to Sokoto the story
have claimed lives and properties of the citizenryis the same. An incontrovertible fact is that the
These ranges from political violence, religiousyouths, jobless of course, are used to create this
extremism, ethnic rivalry, communal violence, undesirable state of anarchy.
militancy, to insurgency/terrorism and these

would be highlighted below: Ethnicrivalry:
There are over three hundred and fifty ethnic
Political violence: nationalities in Nigeria with each claiming

Nigeria political terrain proved to be volatile and superiority over the other. This makes the
destructive given the selfish and parochiacountry to be severely divided along ethnic
disposition of politicians. Elections are more ofconsiderations. Even within a slate, inter-ethnic
rigging and thuggery competition just as voter:distrust has posed serious threat to social
are intimidated and prevented from V exercisincharmony and security. In Benue state for
their franchise. Elections are characterized bexample, the Tivs distrust the Idomas just as
fear and uncertainty because of the mayhem ththe Angas are at loggerheads with the Birons in
usually accompany the exercise. From 1963/19€plateau state. These obvious distrusts and
crises in the south west to 2005 electionsacrimonies among these ethnic groups tend to
violence punctuates the annals of Nigeriegenerate tensions that undermine national
political/electoral process. An obvious reality issecurity with their attendant destruction of life
that youth, imemployed/underemployed/and properties.
unemployable, are the active agents used L
disgruntled politicians in .the wanton destructior Communal violence:
of life and properties during electoral/political The nation has equally had her own share of
violence while the elites who stoke the fire takecommunal violence resulting in wanton
cover in the comfort of their fortresses or foreigrdestruction of life and properties. A glaring
countries. example is that between Aguleri and Umuleri
in Anambra”® states. Many communities have
been at war with each other over land or
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chieftaincy tussles resulting in the decimation offeel so much pain when deaths are recorded in

the populace. the aftermath of terror attacks in their 10s
because their psyche has now conditioned to
Militancy: appreciate loss of lives in their scores.

Youth restiveness has also manifested in Nigerilndividually and collectively, these issues
particularly in the Niger Delta area of the constitute serious threat to national security in
country. This phenomenon that resulted fronNigeria and suffice to say that the key
perceived deliberate neglect of oil producingcperpetrators of many of these heinous crimes
areas threatened and still constitutes threatdo tlagainst humanity are youths jobless/
security and survival of the nation. In the .quesunemployed, underemployed and
to get a fair deal, youths of course, in the Nigeunemployable  youths  definitely.  Their
Delta took arms against  the staleeconomic condition, without doubt would have
bombing/vandalizing of oil installation/pipelines been boosted if they had acquired vocational
and kidnapping of expatriates thus inhibiting theand technical education that could equip them

economic and social progress of the nation. with .life-long practical skills and knowledge
necessary for occupational engagement and
Terrorism/Insurgency: self-Reliance/employment and thus eschew

Terrorism, though slightly different from them from engaging in criminality that
insurgency can occur at the same time and Lconstitute threat to national security.

conducted by the same group. While terrorism i

loosely defined as attacks against civilians useVocational  Technical Education and

to intimidate or coerce (civilians is the target),National Security

insurgency is attacks against a government and i “Vocational Technical Education has
military forces in order to force a government tcbeen viewed as a practical educational system
charge polities or even to overthrow itthat equips its graduates with tangible job
(Jihad,2010). skills that are readily marketable and which
The climax of national security threat in Nigeriawith minimal capital can lead to self-
is the ignoble activities of the Boko Haram sectemployment, However, the system of education
they are both terrorists and insurgents as theobviously given preference to and appreciated
started by attacking government institutions likeby the government and society in Nigeria is
schools, police and army locations and eventuallacademic or general studies education mainly
extended to arson, brutal killing, maiming andoffered by the universities. Suffice it to say that
abduction of helpless civilians. The spate othis system of education produces job seekers
bomb blasts and associated deaths occasioned rather than job creators as the graduates in most
this group has never been recorded in the histoinstances lack the skills for self-reliance outside
of Nigeria. The kidnapping of over 200 schoolpaid job, which has contracted over the years.
girls from their dormitory at Chibok, Boron state This scenario exacerbates employment with
by this deadly group on April 14, 2014 with many not just unemployed but unemployable
obvious helplessness of the Nigeria governmerdue to absence of practical skills to function in
to rescue them has put Nigeria on the global sta¢a globalized and pragmatic economy.

although in a very uncomplimentary manner Conversely, VTE equips the graduates
Suicide bombing has become the order of thwith practical skills for self-reliance or self-
day and life is fast becoming brutish and short ilemployment. It is therefore an instrument for
the country as members of the public no longechange and development and a provider of
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service/job oriented skills and knowledge, whictunemployment which breed poverty that make
plays a significant role in reviving an economyindividual to be frustrated and constitute
characterized by unemployment/unemployablisecurity risk in the society.
graduates. Practically, a trained automobiles mu
at one point need maintenance. A hair dresser Conclusion
barber with skills will certainly be economically The educational system that lays undue
comfortable. A trained carpenter, bricklayer oremphasis on certification and general studies
tiller will certainly not be jobless because house:learning has result in churning out of graduates
will continue to be erected. A computer operatowho are largely job seekers in Nigeria. Based
or technician or even a phone technician witton the contracting economic implosion that has
requisite skills will excel in this era of inhibited the expansion of paid jobs,
information and communication technology. unemployed and unemployable graduate loiter
These are some of the self-reliance skills thethe streets. Given that an idle mind/hand is the
VTE provides. devil's workshop, the unemployed is prone to

Where a large spectrum of the youthcrime. The scenario impinges on national
population have skills for self-reliance, which aresecurity as is being witnessed in Nigeria.
acquired through VTE, they would contribute toVTE equips graduates with requisite skills and
national development and by extension, securitflexibility for both possible employment in
because the Classical Economist argued that lindustry and self-employment or reliance. This
every individual pursuing his own interest, heensures that the socio-economic needs of such
frequently promote that of the society moregraduates are met and unemployment cum
effectively than when he really intends topoverty that could instigate criminal tendencies
promote it (Smith, 2013). VTE enables graduatithat threaten national security
to contribute to National Development whichare curbed. It is therefore concluded that VTE
relate to National security because an econonis a veritable tool for entrenching national
with low level of unemployment is more securesecurity.
than one with the reverse.

The acquisition of practical skills and Recommendations
knowledge through VTE by these youths will 1. The undue emphasis placed on
enable their self-reliance economically anccertificates or general studies system of
socially hence will not easily be lured or be altooeducation as offered presently in many of the
to be manipulated by unscrupulous politiciansuniversities should be addressed. Equal or more
and charlatans. A functionally empowered youthattention should be extended to VTE on
through VTE, working in industry or-self- account of its potency of addressing security
employed will be likely to engage in criminal actschallenges through making the youth
that threatens national security. This is obviou economically empowered
because through employment (paid or self2. Deliberate efforts should be made to
assured by VTE, he will escape poverty ancencourage students to see VTE as a viable
absolute deprivation which could lead to crime o means of attaining economic self-reliance upon
even self immolation in the ilk of suicide graduation and embrace same without
bombing and other risky acts. reservations.

It can therefore be unequivocally posited3. Technical colleges should be
that there is a strong correlation between VTEresuscitated. The state of the available technical
and national security because the former eschevcolleges is deplorable as they are poorly
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equipped in terms of equipment and criticalFederal Republic of Nigeria (2014National

manpower. Necessary equipments and requisi
manpower needed to make the colleges we
positioned to play their critical role in the sdgie
should be provided.

4, It is not out of place if technical colleges
are sited in every local government area in
Nigeria. This will make the colleges accessible to
large population and more effective in addressin
joblessness.

5. It is worrisome that government has beer
paying lips service to polytechnic education. This
is evident in the lack lustre attitude of Federa
Government to address the grievances ¢
Academics Staff Union of Polytechnic (ASUP)
with the same commitment it attended tcMaier.
Academic Staff Union of Universities (ASUU).
Adequate funding should be extended to th
polytechnic sector to enable it to be alive to its
responsibilities in the society.

6.
correct the perception of the public that VIE is fo
drop-outs and less intelligent students. In order t
remove the notion that VTE is inferior, JAMB
should desist from adopting different cutoff point
for admission into universitiesnd polytechnics.
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