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Abstract 
The place of creativity in the transformation process of every educational 
endeavour should not be underscored. Creativity is an essential tool in the 
teaching learning process in order to attain meaningful transformation based 
on the educational set up of the society. Critical thinking is an instrument 
which both teachers and students indeed should depend upon. Thus, the paper 
discussed individualized learning, as a means of helping students in areas of 
their concern since education is for them. Mentioned among others in this 
discourse are, conditions; exploration, importance and engagement of the 
students functionally in this innovative approach in language education. 
Finally, some advantages and disadvantages of such instructional programme 
were given and conclusion drawn. 

 
 

Creativity in language education is an important aspect of human development. 
Creativity is a strong veritable tool, an instrument, a weapon and equally a solid 
foundation for self actualization. Creativity is an effective resource that resides in all 
people and within all societies or organization. Zalakoro (2015:5). Creativity in 
language education is a practical way of thinking and coming up with something that is 
relatively new that may bring about a new change or innovation in its society. Onu 
(2006) in his own opinion asserted that a creative person sees beyond the veil and bring 
back light and is able to perceived new relationship and construction in which 
independence and spontaneity and originality are fused. The role of creativity in the 
transformation process in every educational endeavour should, therefore, not be 
undermined. 
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Every nation attempts to set out goals either explicitly or implicitly, it will 
achieve via the instrumentality of education. In Nigeria, education has been adopted as 
an instrument par excellence for national development (National Policy on Education, 
2013). Education fosters the work and development of the individual to his or her own 
benefit and for the development of the society. 
 The functioning of a thing is the essence of its design. Functional efficiency 
connotes that something is working in a way that it is supposed to. Applied to 
education, the concept of functionality embraces systems of the acquisition of 
knowledge, skills, attitudes and feelings and come spontaneously from the influence of 
the environment (Afemikhe, 2008). This education derives from the assessment of the 
child’s needs, with the purpose of developing the individual in relation to practical life 
both for present and for future. Analogous to living organism, functional education 
works as a whole and seeks to preserve its equilibrium. By extension therefore, 
functionality in education is the display of the expected attitudinal change by the 
products of educational system. 
 
Language 

Dabo (2001) defined language as a means of communication within a speech 
community which helps to sustain relationship with other people. It is a vehicle for 
sharing ideas; thoughts, feelings and experiences using speech sound and symbol. 
Language is an invaluable asset to man. This is because man employs language in his 
attempt to explore, understand and relate harmoniously with the world in which he 
lives. Language is a vehicle through which various facets of people’s cultural heritage 
is perceived and then transmitted to the younger generation. Language too is used for 
interaction in both formal and informal situations. It does appear that man can achieve 
little or nothing without language which is a set of systems where there is scope for 
creativity and invention. According to Itoro, (2004), language is born together with the 
society, grows, lives and expands alongside the size of the community that uses it. 
Henry, S. (2010) stated that ‘language is the expression of ideas by means of speech-
sounds combined into words. Words are combined into sentences, this combination 
answering to that of ideas into thoughts’. 

Bokah, A. (2013:280) defined language as an enormous complex and dynamic 
phenomenon. It is the system in which man learns other matters. It is the basic medium 
of primary means by which cultures, norms, and value system are transmitted. 
Individuals use it for thinking and relaying their thoughts to others. Language, 
therefore, is an outward manifestation of an inward conviction or persuasion. The 
importance of language lies in the fact that no information can be relayed without it 
(language). 
 
 

Auta A. Bokah 
  

Journal of Resourcefulness and Distinction, Volume 11 No. 1, December, 2015:   ISSN 2276-9684 
  



 
3 

 

 
Functions of Language 
 The fundamental functions of language in any society its use as a tool of 
interaction. It enables human to use their linguistic abilities to communicate 
knowledge, ideas, desires skills and information in spoken or written forms. The 
affinity between language and society is such that one cannot exist without the other. 
Language is considered dead where there are no speakers; language transcends the 
physical and the consciousness, Hamisa, Zalihat (2015:116). 
 Language has an inseparable relation with the culture of a society. It is the 
medium for cultural heritage is expressed and transmitted verbally, musically and 
artistically. The loss of primary language that is, mother tongue is the loosed of cultural 
heritage and consequently of societal unity. 
  
Language Education 

Language education, as a concept, refers to the study of the art of language 
which in effect, involves the understanding of nature and importance of language as a 
vehicle for communication and insight into the process of language development. 
Language education further includes the techniques of developing the four language 
skills, (Ugoji & Stella 2010) Language education in essence, includes the teaching and 
learning of language which also improves the learner’s knowledge to his native 
language as he learns the second language in school. 

Language education underscores the impact of language to national 
development or successful execution of government policies. A well educated nation or 
population on government. Policies, projects or reforms can attract the support of the 
people. A well informed nation is an enlightened and educated nation and this is made 
possible by the use of language Bokah (2012:281). 
 
Education 

The word education has no fixed definition as it is viewed by different people 
from different perspectives or position of thoughts. Ocho (2005) defined education as 
“the inculcation of knowledge, skills, values attitudes and beliefs onto learners”. While 
Famuyide (2002:312) saw education as a process of training, instructing or inculcating 
of designed knowledge and attitude in the individuals. The Macmillan Dictionary 
(2007) 2nd Edition offers this explicit in his life definition of education. Education is: 
1. Educating: an act of educating that is imparting and acquiring knowledge 

through teaching and learning especially at a school setting or similar 
institutions. 

2. Knowledge: the knowledge or abilities gained through being educated. 
3. Instruction: training and instruction in a particular subject e.g. health matters 
etc. 
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Education is therefore, considered as a process that equips and creates new 
ideas and attitudes in the individuals. In other words, education is a means of preparing 
an individual for productivity in his life. 
 
Creativity 
 In the words of Ogbe (2012:216), creativity deals with abstract thinking, 
imagination, originality, inventedness and or giftedness. This means creativity is all 
about abstract thinking and imagination to do or produce something which may by of 
economic value to mankind. 
 According to the Macmillan English Dictionary, (2007) creativity is the ability 
to create new ideas or things using imagination. Simply put, creativity is the inborn 
tendency in a man to form a thing. Cohen (2002), saw creativity as a human cognitive 
reaction which implies conceptualization, inspiration and innovation. Creativity is a 
process by which something is produced. It involves coping with uncertainty and one’s 
uniqueness. Creativity has been defined as one of the most distinct of human attributes. 
Indeed, it is a special case of problem solving in which originality is emphasized. 

According to Oyundayin (2003), creativity is the disposition to make and 
recognize valuable innovations. It manifests itself in the ability of the individual to 
create his own symbols of experience. A person is said to be creative if he has the 
ability to combine or rearrange established patterns of knowledge in a unique fashion. 
Hence novel ideas are indications of cognitive creativity. However, it is important to 
note that a novel idea can only be creativity if it is relevant as the basis for scientific 
and technological development. Onu (2006) in his opinion asserts that a creative person 
sees beyond the veil and brings badlight and is able to perceive new relationship and 
construction in which independentness or spontaneity and originality are fused. 
Creativity is a process by which something is produced. It involves copying with 
uncertainty one’s uniqueness. Creativity has been defined as one of the most distinct of 
human attributes. It is indeed a special case of problem solving in which originality is 
emphasized.  

According to Oyundayin (2003), creativity is the disposition to make and 
recognize valuable innovations. It manifests itself in the ability of the individual to 
create his own symbols of experience. A person is said to be creative if he has the 
ability to combine or rearrange established patterns of knowledge in a unique fashion. 
Hence novel ideas are indications of cognitive creativity.  

It is important however, to note that a novel idea can only be creativity if it is 
relevant as the basis for scientific and technological development. Onu (2006) in his 
opinion asserts that a creative person sees beyond the veil and brings badlight and is 
able to perceive new relationship and construction in which independentness or 
spontaneity and originality are fused. 
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 From the foregone, creativity in teaching permits originality and innovation. It 
brings out potentials in both the teachers and the learners that normally would have lain 
dormant. It also helps teachers to see greater values in the ideas of their students and 
their ways of doing things. Creativity entails time to think and discover, manipulate 
object, an abundance and richness of materials to work out opportunities for problem 
solving including self initiated learning and attention to divergent ideas.  
 
Some Basic Importance of Creativity  

Enumerated below are some of the fundamental importance of creativity: 
a. Language put into use, is creative which means transforming thoughts into 

language that be heard or seen. One is able to produce sentences and even long 
texts that one has never heard or seen before. 

b. Most learners can become more motivated, inspired or challenged if they can 
create something of value, if they feel that in some ways what they do and how 
they do it reflect who they are. 

c. Creativity improves self-esteem as learners can look at their own solutions to 
problems and their own product. 

d. Creative work in the language classroom leads to genuine communication and 
cooperation. Learners use language to carry out creative task, so they use it as 
a tool in its original function. It prepares them for using language 
instrumentally outside the classroom. 

 
Engaging Learners in Creativity in Language (English) 
a. By involving the learners in various activities. Learners should be engaged in 
varieties of creative activities before reading the text, so that they can be fully 
prepared, and excited about the reading journey ahead of them. Through painting; 
music composition; a film project, in role drama, the learners have a chance to share 
vocabularies, ideas and concepts which give their reading fresh meanings.  
 
b. Through a clear purpose for learners to carry out learning tasks effectively, 
there should be a clear purpose for engaging in development of the language skills. 
Whether it is an exercise of invitation to the head teachers to attend a class assembly, 
an e-mail to an author or an article for school paper, the learners know that the quality 
of their writing matters because there will be a real target audience for their work 
especially when published. 
 
c. One effective ways of valuing learners’ works as well as providing a real 
incentive, is to plan for or arrange ways of publishing their writings. Learners can 
compose stories; poems, news etc and then publish them. Such efforts can be very 
yieldful 
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d. For teaching learners reading in particular, there is the need to guide the 
learners to focus on strategies. The reason being that the learners’ fluency in reading 
increases, it is hard to know what reading skill needs to be taught and when. It is 
important that teachers ensure specific reading strategies are modeled explicitly to the 
class, as this provides the learners with holistic bank of skills to draw up. This could 
include scanning a text; making an inference, predicting or reading a mental image. 
Teachers should use ‘think aloud’ statements to model the learners how these skills are 
used and how they can help them better readers. These strategies are then shared as a 
class and then assessed in follow of guided reading activities. 
 
e. Using drama to engage and inspire learners. The use of drama is such a 
powerful tool. Teachers can through the taping of drama specialists use a range of 
techniques to promote the exploration of characters, situation and historical events: this 
process expands the learners imagination and provide them with the ideas they need to 
give their writing that extra spark and flair. 
 
Conditions for Creativity in Teaching 
a. The teacher must provide different kinds of learning materials available to the 

students. 
b. The classroom atmosphere must be dominated by sense of leisure when 

solving problems. 
c. Teacher must be prepared for ad-hoc activities from the student. Activities may 

seem unplanned and irrelevant at the beginning but which may develop into 
meaningful learning ventures later. 

d. Teachers should try their best to provide opportunities for developing the 
initiative of the students. Students should be encouraged to explore ideas and 
discover new relationships. 

 
Individualized Learning 
 Individualized learning or individualized instruction is a method of teaching in 
which content, instructional technology and pace of learning are based upon the 
abilities and interest of each learner. It is a teaching method that is employed to meet 
individual difference. 

“Individualized learning” does not necessarily imply that students learn alone. 
It simply means that effort has been made to meet the needs and preferences of 
individual learner. In the effort to meet these, it is assumed that he has been given some 
responsibilities for his own learning whether he is learning alone or in a group with or 
without a teacher Nwoke (2002). 
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 The fundamental principle of individualized or programmed instruction is that 
the learner’s progress can be consistently guided through the evidence of his 
performance in the process of learning. Immediate knowledge of results is 
acknowledged as an important factor for effective instruction. In individual learning, 
the knowledge or result is given after the task of learning, thus making each student 
take an active part in learning. 
 
Exploring Individualized Learning 
 Both students and teachers are finding that on line technology helps 
individualized the learning process and makes better use of learning time. Although, 
teachers can by no means be replaced in the classroom, hardware devices and adaptive 
learning technologies are great “assistant” to improve their students’ educational 
experience; sometimes, the method of learning needs to be flipped, with the teacher 
using time for review and practice while learning is done independently. 
 Providing truly differentiated and individualized instruction has been the goal 
of education for decades but new technologies available today are empowering schools 
to implement these forms of education in a way never possible before. Adaptive 
learning and intelligent adaptive learning technology in particular which tailors 
learning to individual students provide many benefits for students and educators. 
Adaptive learning technology therefore:  
 
a. seamlessly integrates instruction with assessment. 
b. adapts within and between lesson in real time. 
c. deeply personalized learning experience for every type of student the right next 

lesson at the right level of difficulty at the right time 
d. supports and empowers teachers with current student’s progress data to set and 

meet goals and state standard. 
e. It complements all learning modules. 
f. Other broad areas of exploring individualized learning are: 
 use of programmed instruction, 
 self accessing learning and 
 autonomous learning (Nwoke, 2002:132) 
 
Advantages and Disadvantages of Individualized Instruction 
 Mankilik and Mang (2002:184) identified them thus: 
 
Advantages 
1. The differences of the student’s population in the same class in making a 

uniform presentation of scientific knowledge are very difficult. The 
information must be tailored along the needs, background and intellectual level 
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set of each student. The information is structured in such a way as to maximize 
effective instruction. 

2. Individualized instruction can be used to provide remedial materials for the 
student and it also encourages individual study and frees the teacher from tasks 
other than the direct instruction. 

Disadvantages  
1. This method of teaching is tremendous and disturbing to the teachers. It is 

expensive in time and money and makes a high demand on equipment and 
material. 

2. It emphasizes only two areas of knowledge, namely cognitive and 
psychomotor domains. 

 
Conclusion 
 Creative method of instruction is a kind of current innovation that calls the 
attention of teachers and if encouraged would make their involvement in teaching more 
interesting even though such method cannot in any way be its sole answer to problems 
they face in the classroom. The educational system does not help matters, as it requires 
teachers to work closely to a syllabus for examination purposes. Certain amount of re-
organization and management is also necessary. To allow students to follow and 
participate actively in individualized learning is of paramount importance. Education 
can be made functional when individualized approaches are utilized. Creative or 
critical thinking is an instrument which should be relied upon. Teachers and indeed, 
learners should be exposed to it. In this way school products would not be passive 
recipients but active receivers of what the schools have to offer. In other words, it is 
hoped that the knowledge of the basic exposure of individual instructional learning will 
enable classroom teachers to allow for the differences in learning pace, motivation, 
interest, needs and learning skills of the students. 
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