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Abstract

This paper examined the concept of globalization and its implication on the
Nigerian educational system. To adventure into this, the paper made several
discourses on the meaning of Globalization, not forgetting the educational
viewpoint. Furthermore, there was an establishment of influence of
globalization on Nigerian educational system, where the school curriculum
was the basis of the correlation. In the end, the paper, due to its observations,
concluded among other stance, that Nigeria educational system has been
influenced negatively by globalization, hence, globalizing the school
curriculum at all levels would therefore be put in danger, if adopted in hook,
line and sinker. The recommendations were among others that Government
should set up committees with professionals in all educational fields to assess
and justify the adoption of global concepts into Nigerian educational system
through the curriculum. These committees would also have the sole
responsibility of formulating a curriculum that would cater for the needs of the
Nigerian society, without any form of inequality and marginalization.
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The 2f' century has emerged with innovations and cregtiwit all human
perspective. Today, there are ideologies that Bhaped the thinking and behaviour of
man. These include concepts such as Climate Charfgemation and Communication
Technology, Global Warming, and Globalization ameotigers. The term globalization
has become a house hold name due to its implicatiomolitics, economy, education
and other aspects of human interactions. As Olef(2613) submits further,
globalization has gained so much currency that lmegins to wonder if it could be
amenable to any one acceptable definition by schiol@his may be arguable, according
to Oleforo, to the fact that globalization is a leable term that finds application in
almost all disciplines, including education.

Globalization is a powerful aspect of the new waystem and it has been a
celebration concept since the turn of 21st cenf{uawani, lhuigbokhai, and Garuba,
2013). These scholars are of the position thataizdtion represents one of the most
influential forces in determining the future coursé the planet. It has manifold
dimensions, economic, security, environmental, thealltural, and others but dumbly
understood. It affects all aspect of life univelsednd also applied to all human
discipline. To this end, Egwuasi and Imoh-Ita (20laverred that globalization is a
worldwide phenomenon that has come to stay, comuedindividuals, groups,
institutions and countries, thus making them a gllahit. It is against this premise that
it is imperative to attempt some definitions of lgaization especially as related to
education.

Globalization: What About 1t?

Globalization or internationalization as it is knotoday dates back to centuries
after civilization, slave trade, industrial revotmt to capitalism. The global
phenomenon is based on dialectic, transferabledoamy, politics, culture, technology
and religion (Isbister, 2006). Therefore, globaiian is the process of international
integration arising from the interchange of woridws products, ideas and other aspects
such as culture. (Ubi and Edet, 2013). To themopaization is the process that
promotes world-wide exchange of national and caltwesources. Among which are
advances in transportation and telecommunicatifrastructures including the rise of
the internet which generates the inter dependeheeamomic and cultural activities.

Globalization involves a new consciousness ofwbed as a single place, the
world is hence described as a global village. & baen described as the “concrete”
situation of the world as a whole that is, a glagvawareness at a global level that is a
continuously constructed environment (Marshall, 899This has made the world to
invariably become borderless taking into cognizatiee flow of information though
technologies. As rightly captured by Ibeagha drehgiha (2009), It is the movement of
people and knowledge across international bordersanother development, while
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several scholars see globalization as a positiveniion, few others such as Khor
(2000) and Ekah (2009) are of the view that glatadion is a very uneven process, with
unequal distribution of benefits and losses. Torththis imbalance leads to polarization
between few countries and groups in a society ltie® out or are marginalized. As
Ekah argues further, this implies that the condemeen as an unequal partner that
enables the strong nations to consume the weakavrtbe developed nations to control
the developing ones.

Gazeh (2001) posited that while there are somiiymaspects of globalization,
its negative effects are overwhelming in almostapects of human life. These include:
culture, where it represents a challenge to culamd local languages; religion, where it
promotes consuming patterns and value corruptionprale, where it has
internationalized crimes through internet; inteloral policies, where it has led to the
marginalization of developing countries by Unitedtins and ignoring international
law; economy, where it has reinforced piracy thioetectronic trade; science, where it
has led to the emergence of clonic science; sdattactures, where globalization has
led to social instability and class disparity.

From an educational viewpoint, Oleforo (2013) pres globalization as a
clarion call to stakeholders in the educationaltesysto re-examine and re-orientate
educational focus to the basic principles of catimr relation to indigenous societies.
Incongruent, Burbules and Torres (2000) stated tthexte is a growing understanding
that the neoliberal version of globalization, pararly as implemented (and
ideologically defended) by bilateral, multilaterand international organizations, is
reflected in the educational agenda that privilegiesot directly imposes, particular
policies for evaluation, financing, assessmentddeds, Teacher training, curriculum,
instruction, and testing.

It then appears that while the world over is ref@dn the emergence of globalization in
the 2f'century, much attention should be paid on the megampact it carries on the
economies of the third world countries, especialthe educational system. As Oleforo
concluded, it does appear and express a prevaéngment that our lives are greatly
influenced by forces which have transcended boraedswhich irreversible change our
lives on the global capacity.

Globalization and Nigeria Educational System

The Nigeria educational system from 1960s to dae Witnessed several
reforms and changes as shown in the several ednahttommissions, reforms and the
revisions of the National Policy on Education, fra®i77, 1981, 1999 conferences and
to 2004 among other activities. It is also a vigyaimw note and observe that, the main
objective and aim in all these attempts is to poedan educational system that is
functional, practical and real to the Nigerian et Unfortunately, the tradition has
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always been the impartation of ideas, knowledgé, @mactice from other developed
countries into the educational system of Nigerithaut due comparison of both realities
as it relates to the prevailing cultural inclinaisobetween Nigeria and these countries of
the world. We forget to acknowledge the fact whairhe the prevailing needs of those
countries that may have led to their different chei of their curriculum, may be
different to the Nigerian society. As regrettaldygued, Ekah (2009) was of the
conclusion cum suggestion that when trying to diaba... to meet international
standards, care must be taken to protect natiantlre and interest to avoid allowing
globalization to erode our national values.

To this end, Maduka (2003), opposed to globalrably arguing that it has only
succeeded in making Africa a cultural satellitecofope (American and other civilized
societies). It has succeeded in destroying theogualitical, economic and cultural lives
of the less developed nations resulting in a namfof imperialism. Educationally, the
Nigerian educational system is observably, at thercyn of the international
communities, thereby, leaving our curriculum atemgkr state. Buttressing this fact,
Akanni (2012) averred that globalization is buoygdby the WB, IMF, WTO, MNCs
and the Washington Consensus, and that these badigsorted by the industrialized
nations design policies and set standards thaketsalize their interest. Unfortunately,
weak nations of the world such as Nigeria, lackdhgital base, international reach and
financial to challenge some of these policies the# capable of hindering their
development. As Akanni regrets, the aftermath ofs,thespecially in Nigerian
educational system, is massive flight of professi®no areas they optimize their talent,
thereby creating inequality and most importantijeaelopment stasis in the developing
world.

Impact of Globalization on School Curriculum in Nigeria

To understand the importance of curriculum to amgiedy, it is pertinent to be
equipped with the meaning of curriculum. Thus, icutum could be seen as the sum
total of learning experience of a society put iadl and white or unwritten. It reflects
the societal characteristics and trends, it theeefchanges in consonance with the
dynamics of the society. (Aboho, Aboho and Egwu2ii,1). Ajaegbo and Aroh (2009)
described curriculum as a continuous process wkeglps changing as far as the needs
of the society and educational objectives are dngnglt is an educational instrument
for meeting societal needs. Regrettably, due eédrnhbility of the Nigerian curriculum
to meets it objective at all times, Gbamanja (198udiined the need to reform our
curriculum from time to time. These include thet$atat:
> The modern world is changing rapidly
> The knowledge explosion in our culture for examplaurrent
electronic/computer technology
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> The need for process-oriented curricular
> Need to relate in-school education to out of schealities
> The need to integrate curricular needs of minagryups

Taking the last, as outlined above by Gbamanja {98 appears that, from one
educational plan to the other, one curriculum maféo another, one educational system
to another and one educational policy to the ampttiee big unanswered question
remains, how has the curriculum of the Nigeria atiooal system meet the needs for
curriculum reform through the much praised “globation”, thereby integrating the
curricular needs of the minority groups in Nigeria?

This question becomes imperative considering tbehmexpected benefits and
advantages of globalization, which of course, seéelsreach the gap of inequality and
marginalization of groups and societies. Many waoadplee that, the worst heat in this
regard, is the Nigerian society. A country witreps00 hundred ethnic groups, diverse
religious, cultural, traditional, political and exhtional practices, cannot be frankly
stated to have had its curriculum needs met attang. Not even in this era of
globalization. Recognizing this fact, Adetuniji,iBidele, Awodele and Ojodiran (2013)
compared the negative impact of globalization anAlmerican curriculum, when they
stated that due to the critiques of globalizatioits tendency towards homogeneity, the
internationalization movement in the field of Anmeam curriculum studies has
deliberately chosen another term, “Internationdiliwd to contest the control of
Globalization, while responding to the authors, t@cept of internationalization has
the potentials to counteract the economic stangatidn and cultural imperialism under
the term “globalization”.

According to UK Essays (2015), by internationali@at the quality of teaching
and learning process could be improved. This isbse internationalization encourages
acceptance of various cultures and integratesirthise teaching and learning process,
where students would be exposed to various sowtésmowledge about the world.
Throwing his weight, Pinar (2004) in Adetunji andgsdciates (2013), stated that both
the “inter” space and the “Locality” implied in afhing international conservations are
conditions for sustaining a dynamic movement betw#eacality” and “globalness”. As
Sagar (2005) further argued, the impact of glob#in has been uneven, in that, the
initial enthusiasm for globalization as a benefidat of processes has yielded to an
understanding that the phenomenon is associatbdmeiteasing social inequality within
and between countries as well as instability andlioo.

The present researchers are of the strong viewwthie there is the need for the
Nigerian school curriculum, at all levels to meethwhe changing trends in a globalised
world, there should be checks and balances measuotsas periodic workshops and
conferences to evaluate the performance of theasaturricula, regular reforms to
overhaul the educational system, periodic appointnté qualified professionals to
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strategic positions in education, and executiorexiéting educational policies to the
latter, among other things, to assure that mistaé@mdd not be made, in order, not to
make Nigeria and indeed other developing counprepetual slaves to the international
and advanced countries, through the curriculumesuatof its educational system. The
curriculum should be that which must always catertfie immediate and future needs
of the Nigerian society, and most importantly breffte gap between the educational
aspirations of the majority and minority groupghie Nigerian polity.

Conclusion

Globalisation in the real sense of its inventiocgading to the proponents, is
meant for a universal purpose of oneness in alifieations. However, with the various
recent developments in terms of the criticisms drsépprovals from world leading
economics and societies, it becomes necessaryatBatind look must be ensured on
why the sudden shift from globalization to intefoaalization. Suffice it to conclude
that the Nigerian educational system has beenenflad negatively by globalization
hence, globalizing the school curriculum at alldiswvould therefore be put in danger if
there are no serious steps to control its acceptamel adoption in Nigeria in its
complete facet.

Recommendations

Based on the revelations from the discourse, theing are recommended. These are:

1. Government at all levels should set up committedth \professionals in all
educational or subject areas to assess or jubghatloption of new global concepts
in Nigerian educational system through the curtioul

2. The committees should be saddled with the soleoresbility of formulating a
curriculum for all tiers of education, that wouldter for the needs of the Nigerian
society, without any form of inequality and mardization.

3. Nigeria should queue into the new concepts of ivatonalization, especially as it
regards to education.

4. Our curriculum, while trying to be at par with tlearricular of the world should
also take the needs of the minority groups int@asrconsideration.
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