INNOVATIONS IN INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS

DEVELOPMENT FOR TEACHING SOCIAL STUDIES IN THE

PRIMARY SCHOOL: THE WAY FORWARD

Agu, Stella O. (Assoc, Prof)
Abia State University
Umuahia Campus

Abstract

Primary Education is usually considered the foundation of the Nigerian
educational system. Governments have through the years spent enormous
resources in energy, time and money to give it the necessary attention to
perform its institutional functions. Relevant authorities insist that the use of
instructional materials at this level for effective teaching-learning
activities is non-negotiable. The Social Studies discipline as an activity
discipline makes serious demands on the use of instructional materials.
Fortunately, they abound. However, this noble initiative has been greatly
hindered by the inability of the teachers to source-prepare and use
instructional materials in the classrooms, thus presenting ideas, facts and
concepts in abstraction. The chronic problems of inadequate
accommodation, single-teacher classes in the face of a multi-policy of
subjects and poor remuneration has doused the zeal of teachers in
producing instructional materials. The teacher needs the right
remuneration, adequate spaces to maneuver and modern facilities to
support what he produces if the on-going reforms and innovations will

yield the desired effect.

Introduction

Primary education has remained in
the front burners of governments,
educational and curriculum planners and
several other interest groups who consider
themselves stakeholders. As the foundation
of the Nigerian educational system, several
attempts have been made in the past to
improve its organization, administration,
financing and the actual classroom
practice. The Universal Primary Education
(UPE) of 1975, the 6-3-3-4 systems of
1982 and the Universal Basic Education
that is currently in place are some of the

government's initiatives to put primary
education on a stronger pedestal. Emeh
(1991) noted that the primary school has
become a complex affair and is
increasingly being called up to respond to
the expectations of parents, teachers and
other stakeholders and to supply certain
important services to the pupils. It is also
expected to play a significant role the
attainment of the Millennium Development
Goals (MDG) of education for all (EFA)
by the year 2015. To this end primary
education has been the target of several
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reform strategies and innovations to
increase its capacity to give the child
opportunities for developing intellectual
and manipulative skills that will enable
him (the child) function effectively in the
society within the limits of his capacity
(FGN 2004-14 (f)) and to provide the child
with basic tools for further educational
advancement including preparation for
trades and crafts of the locality (FRN
2004:14).

Some of the reform strategies
made towards this includes the
establishment of the Universal Basic
Education (UBE), which lasts for nine
years starting with Primary 1 through
Junior Secondary 3. The UBE initiative
advocates a universal, free and compulsory
education for all children of school age
with free meals at lunchtime, the supply of
resource materials like relevant texts,
equipments instructional materials and the
recruitment of qualified teacher to drive
and actualize the goals of the system

However, 'the  classroom
transactions where the competency of the
teacher in lesson delivery assisted by
appropriate and adequate learning
materials to really impart the knowledge,
skills," attitudes and values are crucial to
the final outcome and therefore will
demand the intensive and effective use of
instructional materials. This paper
therefore examines the issue of and
innovations in the development and use of
instructional materials in teaching Primary
schools social studies bearing in mind that
instructional materials apart from aiding
the teaching-learning enterprise leave
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lasting impressions on the mind of

the children.

The Social Studies Discipline

The Social Studies discipline is a
relatively new discipline in the Nigerian
school curriculum but has these few years
of its introduction gained wide acceptance
to even become one of the core subjects at
the basic level of education. It is offered at
National Certificate in Education (NCE)
level and some Universities offer it at both
the undergraduate and postgraduate levels.

Social Studies is an integrated
discipline that investigates man's
environments and relationships and
employs several strategies, methods and
techniques to impart high level intellectual
and social skills that will enable the
recipient effectively address the problems
of his environment and beyond. Adedoyin
(cited in Ukadike 1998: 6) noted pointedly
that Social Studies is;

A study of man in his totality
-The study covers where he lives,
his activities in the past and
present, his culture, his frame of
mind and how he relates to
others. It focuses on developing
the right wvalues, attitudes,
abilities which will help the child
to get on well with others as he
grows up to become a responsible
citizen.

One of the objectives of
social studies intends for the child to:
develop a capacity to learn and to acquire
certain basic skills including not only those
of listening, speaking, reading and writing
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and calculation but also those skills of and
head together with tliose of observation,
analysis and inference which are essential
So the forming of sound, social, economic
and political judgments. (Osunde 1989:
36)

According to Mezieobi and
Domike (1996) the skill acquisition
objective also embraces social skills, study
skills work habits and group-work skills.
In conjunction with those other, objectives
already listed will enhance the production
of the individual who is aware of and
responsible to his environment. However,
the actual classroom enterprise will
determine lo what extent these laudable
objectives are attained.

In order to increase the opportunity
for the high level attainment of these
objectives, the Federal Government has
initiated certain reforms and innovations.
These include policy statements.

1 .To the effect that, the -medium of
instruction shall be the language of
the environment for the first three
years. During this period English
shall be taught as a subject.

2. From the fourth year (i.e. UBE 4)
English shall progressively be used
as a medium of instruction and the

language of the
immediate
environment and French shall
be
taught as subjects.

3. ... thereis urgent need to integrate
Information and

Communication

Technology (1CT) into education in
Nigeria  (and)  Government
shall

therefore provide basic infrastructure

and training for the realization of this goal at
the primary school, level. In  addition to
all these, for every subject, the
teacher is being called upon to develop

and use instructional materials which
are inevitable if the classroom
practice will actualize the stated objectives.
The wuse of resource and
instructional materials is crucial.

Resources Materials in Social Studies
Social Studies is an activity
discipline and its teaching resources are
vast and readily available to the serious
minded and devoted teacher and his pupils.
The problem is in harnessing them for use.
However, the teacher need not work alone.
He must work with the pupils to achieve a
grater understanding of both the subject
matter and the operation of the resource
materials. The joy of achievement will
constitute and inestimable reward.

In fact most countries of the world have
already jettisoned the obsolete but
traditional styles of teaching for the new
multi-media approach which demands the
use of resource persons and instructional
materials. As a social science discipline,
Social Studies draws from both the
physical and social environments of the
pupils. Some of the resources that could be
used directly, modified or developed for
instructional purposes include.

1.  Real objects or real life situations e.g.
(1) human resources like

. the teacher

. the pupils

. people in other professions, jobs

and services.
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(if)  Physical or material resources like

- classroom

- the community

- churches/mosques

- post office

- bank

- factories

- charts

- flash cards

- filmstrips

- computers

- buildings

- boards of all types

- photo albums

- magazines and

- newspapers cutting

- audio visual media

e.g TV, radio

- models

- specimens

- architectural

- examples of things in the

environment or other places

- libraries

- museums etc, etc.
The list is not exhaustive but points the
general direction to which teaching
resources must be sought.

Development of Instructional Materials
for the Classroom Enterprise

The National Policy on Education
(FRN 2004: 15, Section d) stipulates that
in the primary school teaching shall be by
practical, exploratory and experimental
methods. These teaching methods
definitely require the use of instructional
materials some of which must be prepared
by the teacher and/or the pupils.
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Early educators had recognized the
need for instructional materials in
the teaching-learning situations. According
to Rosmini (cited in Ikwurnefu 1992: 28):
The child should be provided in
abundance with objects to look at,
touch, examine and experiment
upon. The objects chosen should be
those which satisfy his wants, his desires
and give him pleasures: for it is only by
these that his attention is aroused.
While Plato (428 BC - 348 BC) advised
that:

Anyone who would be good at
anything must practice that
thing from his youth
upwards... for examples, he
who is to be a good builder,
should pray at building
children's houses, he who is
to be a good husband man at
tilling the ground; and those
who have the care of their
education should provide
them when young with mimic
tools.

Ikwumelu and Okam (1991: 19)
believe that abstract ideas, data or
information expressed in printed pages
become more tangible and concrete when
they are translated or reflected in forms of
instructional materials and resources.

In a study made by Arisi (1998) in
Oredo Local Government Area of Edo
State using 120 social studies teachers in
secondary schools to investigate the
perception of the instructional materials, he
discovered that there was no significant
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difference in the perception of male and
female teachers and experienced and less
experienced teachers. All the respondents
both specialists and non-specialists agreed
that the use of instructional materials was
important. However, he foiled to establish
whether they actually used instructional '
materials for their lessons.

Instructional materials are very
important components of the actual
classrooms enterprise. They are essential
in the sense that they:

(1) Make the teaching-learning activity
interesting.

(2) Engage the attention of the pupils
more intensely.

(3) Bring wvariety to the lesson
and
cancel the monotony of a monologue
by the teacher.

(4) Leave lasting impressions in
the
minds of the pupils. Kinder
and

Scliunst (cited in Onyejemezi 1991:
150) pointed out that
people
generally remember:

. 10% of what they read.

. 20% of what they hear

. 30% of what they see

. 50% of what they see and hear.

. 70% of what they say

. 90% of what they say as they do a

thing.

5) Issues are no longer discussed in
abstraction.

(6) Offers personal and group practice

in skill acquisition.
(M Takes care  of

differences.

In view of the foregoing, the
pupils must not only use instructional

individual

materials, they must be actively involved
in their collection and/or production. This
will help in building up their confidence in
self-expression.

Qualities of a Good Instructional
Materials
In as much as instructional
materials are necessary in lesson delivery,
and education authorities insist on it, care
must be taken in selecting what should be
presented to the pupils. Nigeria is a multi-
cultural and multi-ethnic society where
emotions easily boil over when certain
sentiments are expressed or simple issues
are not handled with maturity. No teacher
should poke at the precarious status of our
national unity by what takes place in the
classroom. A good and acceptable
instructional material should possess these
qualities.
Freedom from bias
Appropriateness
Variety
Availability (manuals should be
included for reference purposes)
Good quality
Comfortable with teaching practice
Easy to use
Correct (in form and content).
or charts, a good chart should be:
Bold 6. Simple
Attractive 7. Portable
Relevant 8. Multi-purpose
Colourful 9. Durable
Clear 10. Well-labeled.
Flash cards can have items written
in English Language on one side and in
vernacular on the other side e.g.

b
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Front Back
—— ——=)
PP

ACup lko (Igbo)
Front Back

A Book

Akwukwo
Ogugu (lgbo)

These may appear simple and easy

to put into practice but the experience
during responses at interactive sessions in
workshops show that most teachers have
several excuses why they are unable to
produce and/or use instructional materials
while teaching. They include;

1

2.

5.

Lack of time to" devote to the
production of instructional materials.
Lack of funds to purchase the
materials for the  preparation  of
instructional materials by  teachers
and pupils.

Parents' refusal to cooperate with the
teachers inthe supply of the
necessary materials

Parents preference of payment of
handwork levy to assisting their
children and wards in supplying the
raw materials,

Head teachers' preference of money
from pupils which augments their
meager revenue for the management

of the school.

Urbanization which makes it almost
impossibleto source  the raw
materials for the production of
instructional materials.

Fig. 1: Flash Card for UBE Class 1

7.

The fear of kidnappers is real should
the children be on their own

to collect certain materials from the
bushes.

However, while there may be same
elements of truth in the teachers'
position the more plausible
explanation is that most teachers are
lazy in lesson preparation of
instructional materials and in the
actual teaching. (Aliyu (2007: 73
-74) noted that the training and
grounding a teacher at a particular
level of UBE classes for the rest of
his career offers him no motivation
to be productive or even have
interest in his work. Akahara (1991)
observed that teachers wait until the
lesson period has almost expired
before commencing their teaching
and as a result the quality of work is
poor. In this situation even the
instructional material where it is
available will no longer be
necessary. Apart from laziness and
lack of motivation the teacher could
also be hindered by ignorance of
how to locate, extract, organize and
use instructional materials.

Odogbor (2007: 80) recognizes the
problem of one teacher teaching all
the subjects. This definitely creates
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difficulties for the teacher who
chooses to produce instructional
materials for his lessons.

Recommendations/The Way
Forward:
With regard to poor basic teacher

orientation the teachers who ab-inkio lack
the proper teacher orientation should be
forced to go for training or risks the loss of
their jobs. By extension therefore faculties
and Colleges of Education (conventional
and especially technical) should intensify
their efforts in training instructional
materials experts through the department
of educational technology.

2.

It has been discovered that
even when the instructional
materials are available and the
teacher, is eager touse them, they
may not know how to operate or
manipulate those materials
(e.g. gadgets, video

machines, engines etc.) The teacher
should work with the producers of
these materials because he is the
one to use them in the classroom
or centre. On the alternative, the
teacher must get conversant with the
equipment, try them on his own to
ascertain their effectiveness and
good condition before taking them
to the classroom. Instructional
material experts  and educational
technologists should give
orientation to teachers in various
educational zones of the country or
even at the Local Government
level on the production of
improvised instructional materials.

3. Every primary school must have an

instructional material expert whose
duties will be to work with the
teachers to produce those
instructional materials which are
beyond the children at this level
otherwise the teacher and the pupil
should be able to assemble what is
needed for their lessons.

Instructional Materials Commission
(IMC) should be established to
produce certiam instructional
materials and distribute to schools
taking cognizance of the syllabus and
school location. To this effect the
classrooms must be decongested to
create more room for the display or
installation and manipulation of the
materials.

The NPE (FRN 2004: 17) recognizes
the role of ICT in advancing
knowledge and skills necessary for
effective functioning in the modern
world and sees the urgent need to
integrate ICT into primary school
education. It also gave a promise to the
effect that government shall provide
basic infrastructure and training for
the realization of this goal at the
primary school level. No time could be
more urgent than now to actualize this
laudable initiative. The use of computer
at the upper primary to access
information from other sections of the
country and the world at large is long
over due. While government provides
the infrastructure and training, the local
community, old boys and girls,
businessmen, philanthropists,
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women organization and NGOs
could be approached to supply their
local communities such equipment.

6. The Niger Delta Development
Commission (NDDC) should be
made to start funding Primary
Education just as the Petroleum
Trust Fund (PTF) did in the past
with visible results. This will,
inevitably, give teachers attractive
salaries comparable to those working
in the oil industry and probably help to
lay the issue of strike actions to rest.
It seems the burden of funding has
become too difficult for the Education
Trust Fund (ETF).

Conclusion

In view of the critical position
which Primary Education occupies and the
age bracket of the pupils (6-11+) the use of
good instructional materials as advocated not
only in the teaching of Social Studies but in
all the other subjects must be enforced.
More crucial is the issue of funding which
addresses teacher remuneration,
infrastructure and equipments. Primary and
Secondary school teachers are on an
indefinite strike at the present and this will
surely have far-reaching implications for
the school calendar and the quality of
work of teachers whenever they resume.
The Government must be sensitive to these
issues, one step forward and three
backwards can never do the educational
system any good.
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