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Abstract
Christian Religious Studies (CRS) is an academic and moral discipline
taught at the various levels of our educational institution. The main
objective of CRS is to produce the honest, faithful and truthful
individuals who are morally, mentally and spiritually developed to
protect the society. On the basis of the above exposition, the paper
examines the objective of Christian Religious Studies, Millennium
Development Goals. In addition to the above, the paper also investigates
the problems militating against the achievement of Millennium
Development Goals in Nigeria and various efforts of the government.
Above all, the paper explains how CRS can be a panacea to the
achievement of Millennium Development Goals in Nigeria. Appropriate
conclusion and recommendations are advanced based on the discussion
of the subject matter.

The achievement of Millennium
Development Goals in Nigeria is a
sensitive issue that calls for proper
assessment. Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) for sustainability is a good
attempt to improve the quality of life of
Nigerians in all ramifications. The
revolutions of our various governments in
various ways were to improve the
resources injected into the national projects
for the provisions of good things of life
such as good health care, roads, security,
and employment. It is very sad to observe
that all the efforts made to sustain these
essential things of life have not yielded
good results because of national problems

such as corruption, mismanagement of
resources and misplacement of priorities.
The government must be focused in order
to realize the objectives of the millennium
development goals and encourage the
inculcation of certain moral value and
virtues such as honesty, patriotism,
sincerity in a developing nation like
Nigeria. CRS is the most vital and crucial
instrument for national development. It is
therefore imperative to make Nigerians
morally and spiritually fitting to be able to
sustain its resources for the achievement of
the goals of millennium development.
Truthfulness, kindness, and above all the
fear of God which are potent instruments
of
promoting
accountability
and
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transparency in individual and government
officials for the realization of the
objectives of millennium development
goals in Nigeria.
Nationally, according to (NCCE)
(1992) Christian Religious Studies is an
academic discipline designed for the moral
and spiritual development in the country.
To support this, Ilori (1992:29) asserted
that religion as a final body of truth has
been made completely revealed and is
imperative for societal survival. In support
of the statement of Ilori, Christian
Religious Studies is a course of study that
inculcates. In the recipients a sound moral
and spiritual development for harmonious
relationship between God and men and
between man and his fellow human beings.
Sustainable National development as used
in the context of this paper is the
attainment is the attainment of an enduring
socio-economic and political development.
Objectives of Millennium Development
Goals and Christian Religious Studies
It is expected that every sensible
man should have some degrees of
morality. Orebanjo (1947) opined that any
race that ignores its religion is encouraging
his youth to grow up without the essential
moral foundation.
Dandu (1999) regretted that “in
spite of the sermons in the churches and
mosques which emphasize character
building, and discipline, moral decadence
continues to be in the increase in the
society”. In the context of this paper, the
objective of millennium development goals
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and CRS have been highlighted for proper
examination and understanding of the
subject matter.
NCCE (1992) stated the National
Objectives of Christian Religious Studies
as follows:
1. To express satisfactory intellectual
capacity to benefit from further
education in CRS.
2. Logically reduce or resolve tension
and conflict arising from interplay of
traditional practices and gospel value.
3. Demonstrate sound knowledge and
appreciation of the moral value needed
to live as a Christian in the various
stages of growth and development.
4. Demonstrate professional profidiency
for teaching CRS in the primary and
junior secondary schools.
5. Radiate attitudes and values which are
typical of a nature and responsible
member of the Christian community
such as love, respect, honesty, and
service.
6. Explore the place and significance of
religion in human life and make a
distinctive, contribution to one’s
search for a faith by which to live. And
7. Express accurately and respectfully
what the various churches and
religious groups believes and practice
and to eliminate prejudice and
intolerance.
In spite of the varied obstacles
affecting the national development at
various levels of social dynamics, global
technological advancement and even
knowledge, CRS has the potentials of
curbing the various vices in Nigeria.

601

Christian Religious Studies as a Means of…

The summary of the above NCCE
objectives of Christian religious studies is
to ensure moral uprightness, and to adopt
sound moral values. Majasan (1967)
expressed that “religions has been made
the unifying ideal by bringing up the
young to have a religious attitude to life.
Having stated the National
Objective, of CRS, it is good to examine
the
objectives
of
“Millennium
Development Goals and the problems
militating against full realization of these
National Objectives.
The Objectives of Millennium
Development Goals as highlighted in the
MDGs Document (2000) include:
1. Provision of good health care
2. Security of life and property
3. Abundant food for all
4. Eradication of illiteracy through
the provision of good education for
all.
5. Fighting the menace of HIV and
other deadly diseases.
6. Job
creation
and
youth
empowerment
7. Stable electricity supply
8. Mass transportation
Problems
Militating
against
Achievement
of
the
Millennium
Development Goals in Nigeria
Millennium is described according
to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary
of current English learning “as period of
1000 years or the time when one period of
1000 years ends and another begins”. The
question is to what extent has MDGs been
achieved since in capacity?

Late Yar’Adua, the former
President of the Nigeria proposed seven
point agenda to transform Nigeria, through
the provision of wealth creation and
employment, mass transportation land
reform, security, qualitative function,
Education, Power and energy, Agriculture
and Food Security. The above goals are
good for development but there are certain
national problems that can against militate
the realization of these goals in full.
Problems
militating
against
the
achievement of millennium development
programmes in Nigeria include inadequate
funding, misappropriation of fund by
government officials’ poor management,
lack of accountability and lack of political
will by the government.
Dare (2006) rightly say in his
study on the problems of government
programmes in Nigeria that inactive
involvement and participation by non
government agencies constituted a serious
predicament. This situation therefore puts
the financial responsibility on the
government alone. This simply means that
for better development of any government
programmes, non governmental agencies
should be involved.
Alfred (2000) on the problems
militating against the success of
Millennium Development Goals in the past
revealed corrupt practices. In his research
finding, corrupt practices such as bribery,
tribalism, nepotism and mismanagement of
government funds were part of corrupt
practices, that marred previous government
programmes in Nigeria.
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Another serious problem facing
implementation
of
government
programmes in Nigeria is inadequate
funding. It should be mentioned at this
juncture that substantial amount of money
is required to execute government
programme. Ojo (2000) asserted that
implementation
of
government
programmes have suffered a great set-back
in Nigeria due to inadequate funding.
Political constraint is another
problem
hindering
effective
implementation
of
government
programmes in Nigeria. Dare (2006) noted
that untimely termination of government in
power is a bane on the implementation of
government programmes in Nigeria.
According to him when a new government
takes over, the practice is to discard what
has been initiated by the former
government and introduce new ones. This
situation has a lot of negative implications
on programme development and execution.
Corruption is another serious
problem that merits explanation. Corrupt
practices such as contract inflation,
embezzlement, mismanagement of public
fund, tribalism, fraud, dishonesty, etc are
vices hindering effective execution of
government programmes in Nigeria.
Despite the efforts made by the federal
government through its agencies such as
Economic
and
Financial
Crime
Commission (EFCC), Independent Corrupt
Practices Commission (ICPC), War
Against Indiscipline (WAI) corrupt
practices are still in the increase (Nduka,
2002).
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Efforts of the Government
The past and present governments
used their power to remedy the problem
militating against millennium development
goals. For example, the various
programmes by previous administration
such as (WAI) War against indiscipline,
mass mobilization for social justice and
economic construction (MANSER), dress
code in Nigerian higher institutions,
Operation Feed the Nation (OFN), a
National Drugs law Enforcement Agency
(NDLEA) and National Youth Service
Corps (NYSC). In spite of the above
efforts mentioned government did not
achieve their objectives in full because of
the identified problems.
Christian Religious Studies as a Panacea
for the Achievement of Millennium
Development Goals
According to Ilori (1992) religion
as a final body of truth has been made
completely revealed and is imperative for
societal survival. In support of the above
statement, one of NCCE objectives of CRS
is to demonstrate sound knowledge and
appreciation of moral value needed to live
as a Christian in the various stages of the
development.
Apart from academic studies, the
teaching of Christian religious studies
facilitated the teaching of morally and
intellectually fit individuals for their
numerous tasks. To develop and sustain
discover programme in any country, there
should be morally uprightness in order to
promote moral justification.
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Achievement
of
millennium
development goals for sustainability in
Nigeria depends on encouraging the
teaching of CRS. For instance, Christian
religion is to produce honest and truthful
personnel to develop, and care for national
properties, it is also to inculcate the fear of
God in the recipients at all levels of
developmental
stages.
Corruption,
misappropriate of funds, and fraud to
mention but few are social ills that can
only be addressed through the teaching of
Christians religious studies.
Again, to execute government
programmes effectively and meaningfully.
Nigerians should be aware that God’s
relationship with man and authentic
Christian’s value and virtues should reflect
in personal character and discipline in
considering this spiritual thinking.CRS
programme is geared toward the
production of custodians of sound moral
and spiritual qualities expected for the
sustaining of the millennium development
goals in Nigeria.
Generally speaking the levels of
immorality in Nigeria most especially
among the youth of today are largely due
to ineffective teaching of CRS. As
Orebanjo (1974) asserted “any race that
ignores religious education is encouraging
its youth to grow up without the essential
foundation. Apart from the academic
aspect of education which develops the
intellect of the teaming youth in the regular
and irregular educational programmes.CRS
is necessary to also develop moral and
spiritual wellbeing of the youth, since it is

believed that youth are the leaders of
tomorrow to sustain national development.
Conclusion
Millennium Development Goals
focused on providing certain essential
good things of life for Nigerians. These
include good education, health care, food,
accommodation, security, employment,
stable electricity supply, transportation and
eradication of HIV endemic. These lofty
objectives can only be actualized through
adequate
funding,
stable
political
democracy, eradication of corruption and
the good will of the government.
Recommendations
Based on the exposition of the
subject
matter,
the
following
recommendations are advanced:
1. Government should intensify the
funding of MDGs programmes
2. Government officials should also live
by good example.
3. Parents should teach their children
good virtues at home, because charity
begins at home.
4. Non-governmental agencies as well as
other national and international
agencies should be sensitized to
participate in financing national
programmes
5. Accountability should be encouraged
by all.
6. Orientation should be given to guide
new personnel for professional growth
and
7. Cordial and healthy environment
should
be
provided
for
the
enhancement of the objectives of
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development

goals
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