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It is no more in doubt that 
education generally is an instrument per 
excellence. This is why governments all 
over the world have continued to give 
education a prominent position in their 
yearly budgets and development plans. 
For instance, Nigeria (2004), sees 
education as a veritable tool for the 
promotion of national goals of strong 
democracy, egalitarian society, dynamic  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and robust economy that provides full 
opportunities for the citizenry for full 
realization of self reliance and 
sustainability. According to Okafor 
(2012), education, no matter how 
defined, would come to the rescue and 
provide an antidote to poverty. As one 
of the major catalysis of development, 
there is a strong positive correlation 
between good education and the level of 
wealth and economic growth of nations. 
Ossai and Nwalado (2012), opined that 
education can be a means to an end. It 
can simply be a tool for securing 
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Abstract 

Entrepreneurial education aims at inculcating on its beneficiaries skills, 
competencies attitudes, ideas and knowledge that will make them to be 
productive and self reliant.  It remains one of the greatest tools for 
fighting poverty and unemployment. Entrepreneurial education focuses 
on producing job creators, instead of job seeker; however, Nigerian 
government as it were, is yet to give entrepreneurial education the 
attention it deserves despite it role in youth empowerment and 
employment generation. This paper therefore x- rays the prospects of 
entrepreneurial education in employment generation and makes a case 
for every individual to be involved in it. The paper identified some 
problems of entrepreneurial education, among which are inadequate 
funding, lack of practical skills and teacher factor. Recommendations 
on how to tackle these problems were also made. Some of which 
included, provision of constant electricity, employment of qualified 
teachers, adequate funding, establishment of entrepreneurial centres in 
all tertiary institutions and making entrepreneurial education 
compulsory for all students in  tertiary institutions.  
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employment and emancipation of people 
through the provision and acquiring of 
necessary skills to make lives more 
flourishing. 

 
 However, Nigeria is yet to 
maximally benefit from the gains of 
education due to the fact that our 
educational system encourages liberal 
and theoretical education to the 
detriment of education that inculcates 
entrepreneurial skills to its recipients. It 
is because of this lack of entrepreneurial 
skills that poverty and unemployment 
abound in the country. Nosike (2012), 
maintained that poverty manifests in 
many dimensions which include 
unemployment, armed robbery, 
prostitution, political thuggery and all 
forms of evil. Poverty and 
unemployment with their attendant 
social ills have become monsters of the 
society. Commenting on poverty, 
JDP/Caritas (2008) stated that 
paternalism that attempts to treat those 
in need as minors or dependants cannot 
tackle the root causes of poverty. To 
give out fish is laudable, to teach the 
people how to fish is the favorable way 
towards sustainable development. True 
development can only take place when 
the people become the principal agents 
of their destiny and architects of their 
own history. 
 
 In order to solve the problems 
associated with poverty, it behooves on 
the nation to think of that type of 
education that can inculcate skills, 
competencies, information, ideas, 

techniques, attitudes, aptitude and roles 
needed for every individual to be 
productive irrespective of his/her 
discipline. That type of education is 
entrepreneurial education. This paper 
therefore justifies the need for every 
educated person to be exposed to one 
form of entrepreneurial education or the 
other so that the problems of 
unemployment, poverty and its attendant 
cohorts will be solved in the country. 
 
The Concept of Entrepreneurial/ 
Entrepreneurship Education 
 Entrepreneurial/entrepreneurship 
are two words that mean and aim at the 
same purpose and goal. Entrepreneurial, 
according to Sinclair (2002), means 
having the qualities that are needed for 
people to succeed as entrepreneurs. 
Entrepreneurial Education therefore, 
implies the inculcation of qualities and 
skills needed for individuals to function 
as entrepreneurs. 
 
 Entrepreneurship on the other 
hand means the ability of individual to 
discover, evaluate and exploit 
opportunities and nurture it into a 
venture be it business or otherwise to 
earn income through production of items 
or rendering services. 
 
 Stevenson and Sahlman (1990), in 
Abata and Elumilade (2008) stated that 
the word entrepreneurship first 
emanated in the eighteenth (18th) century 
by Richard Caritillon when he defined 
entrepreneurship as a business activity 
concerned with bearing risk of 
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purchasing at a certain price and selling 
at an uncertain price. It is a process 
which involves the efforts of an 
individual in identifying viable 
opportunities in a business environment 
and obtaining and managing the 
resources needed to exploit those 
opportunities. 
 
 Entrepreneurial education places 
emphasis on education that generates 
and encourages ‘self-employment’ 
rather than “paid employment” it is that 
type of education that involves 
entrepreneurship skills on individual for 
effective functions in the turbulent 
business environment as an independent 
or self employed person in order to 
improve ones economic status and the 
society at large. In their own 
contribution, Olorunmolu and Agbede 
(2012), defined entrepreneurship 
education as part of the total educational 
system that involves the acquisition of 
skills, ideas and management abilities 
necessary for job creation. 
 
 According to Consortium for 
Entrepreneurship Education (2009), as 
reported by Agi (2012), means 
developing a systematic initiative to 
keep young people in school, learning 
academic and work skills effectively 
motivated to be productive and engage 
in their communities and larger 
economy, and developing success 
oriented attitude of initiatives, intelligent 
risk taking collaboration and opportunity 
recognition. 

For any entrepreneurship/ 
entrepreneurial education to be effective 
it must fulfill the following criteria: 
1. Learning experience of broadly 

academic areas which can contract 
issues in life and prepare for the 
unknown; 
 

2. Learning experiences that enable 
beneficiaries to exploit opportunities 
and create valuable service, product 
of system within their community; 
 

3. Learning experience that enhance 
the transformation to ideas to 
sustainable enterprise; 
 

4. Learning experiences that enhance 
the opportunity of keying into 
innovative economic grid; 
 

5. Experimental learning accompanied 
by ambiguities, problems and risks 
of real world of business start up 
and operation; 
 

6. Need deep community connections 
so that students can learn from 
current business people; 
 

7. Learning experience that enables 
exploring and expansion of 
experience; and  
 

8. Empowering learners for free 
enterprise and value of job creation     

 
The above criteria critically 

assessed, suggest education, which from 
the onset identifies ‘beneficiaries as 
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change agents, developers, economic 
catalysts and nation builders (Agi, 
2012). 

 
Objectives of Entrepreneurial Education 
 The cardinal objective of 
entrepreneurial education is to provide 
education that will provide the necessary 
impetus for individuals to be creators 
instead of seekers of employment. It is 
for this reason that Alonge commission 
(1992) in Uzoh and Orah (2008) 
recommended that more attention should 
be paid to manpower production in 
entrepreneurial and business 
management training to support 
technological development in the public 
and private sectors. The authors 
emphasized that our economic system is 
becoming more and more a private 
sector driven. This implies that private 
individual, organized into companies or 
partnership, or unorganized into sole 
proprietorships can now operate 
whatever adequate and functional 
entrepreneurial education. 
 
 Entrepreneurial education remains 
a basic tool through which social, 
economic and political development of a 
country could be achieved if properly 
planned, funded and implemented. 
Osuala (2010), listed the following as 
the objectives of entrepreneurial 
education: 
1. To provide meaningful education for 

youths which could make them self- 
reliant and subsequently encourage 
them to drive profit and be self 
independent. 

2. To provide graduate with the 
training and support necessary to 
help them establish a career in small 
and medium size business  
 

3. To provide graduate with training 
skills that will make them meet the 
manpower needs of the society  
 

4. To provide graduate with enough 
training in risk management to make 
uncertainty being possible and easy 
 

5. To stimulate industrial and 
economic growth of rural and less 
developed area. 
 

6. To provide graduates enough 
training which will make them 
creative and innovative in 
identifying new business 
opportunities 
 

7. To provide small and medium sized 
companies with the opportunities to 
recruit qualified graduates who will 
receive training and tutoring in the 
skills relevant to management of the 
business center. 

 
From the rundown, it is obvious 

that entrepreneurial education is geared 
towards producing all- round educated 
mind (graduates) who will be able to 
stand his feet and face the challenges of 
life through establishment and proper 
management of self- sustaining ventures 
that will stand the test of time. 
Entrepreneurial education aims at 
challenging the minds of our educated 
youths towards profitable ventures and 
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enterprise which is geared towards self- 
economic independence and societal 
development. 
 
Prospect of Entrepreneurial Education 
in Employment Generation 

Entrepreneurial education or 
Entrepreneurship has a great role to play 
in generating employment for our 
teaming and vibrant youths. In fact, it 
has been observed in many quarters that 
the reason for unemployment and object 
poverty in Nigeria is due to lack of 
adequate entrepreneurial education. For 
instance Orah (2008) asserted that what 
appears to be the trend in Nigeria is that 
schools prepare students to pass some 
examinations and obtain some 
certificates. This implies that 
entrepreneurial education is neglected 
and emphasis placed on certificates. 
This trend should not be allowed to 
continue. The country therefore should 
focus more on entrepreneurial education 
since it has potentials for employment 
generation as discussed below: 

 
1. Job creation: Entrepreneurial 

education plays a major role in job 
creation through provision of 
knowledge, information and skills 
that are necessary for individuals to 
be engaged in productive venture. It 
exposes recipient to investment 
opportunities where resources that 
needed to be tapped and invested on 
exists thereby creating wealth. 

 
2. Creation of self-employment: 

Entrepreneurial education inculcates 

on the recipients the spirit of self-
employment by making them to 
make use of their individual 
potentials to make a living. People 
who are self-employed have greater 
opportunities to exercise creative 
freedom, self confidence, imitative 
and control over their own affairs 
thereby making more profit. 

 
3. Production of goods and services: 

with good and adequate 
entrepreneurial education, graduates 
will be able to be engaged in the 
production of goods and services 
that are vital to human existence, 
well-being, comfort, variety of 
products and services there by 
making it possible for people to 
have wide range of choices. 

 
4. Harnessing of local resources: 

Entrepreneurial education makes it 
possible for some local resources to 
be harnessed by entrepreneurs. 
Graduates of this specialized 
education set up small/medium scale 
businesses that make use of local 
resources as raw materials. Some of 
these local resources, such as 
coconut husks that are used for 
making roofing sheets by small 
scale entrepreneurs would have been 
useless because large firms will 
never use them. They will rather 
prefer materials that are 
international in nature.  

 
5. Exposure to business opportunities: 

With adequate entrepreneurial 
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education, graduates are properly 
exposed to business opportunities 
such as textile and clothing business, 
hospitality outfits (hotels, 
restaurants, fast foods, food 
processing and catering services), 
production and sale of assorted 
crafts, crops and life stock farming, 
including fish and snail, farming 
establishment of private schools, 
establishment of various forms of 
consultancy services and interior 
decoration. Graduates can also be 
exposed to small export business 
such as exporting processed 
plantain, snail exportation, palm 
kernel oil exportation, production 
and export of Arabic gum, cashew 
oil and nuts, exportation of herbs 
and dehydrated/powdered vegetable, 
the list is endless. 

 
6. Creation of team spirit: 

Entrepreneurial education enables 
graduate to have team spirit with 
this, two or more entrepreneurs can 
come together to establish one form 
of business or the other. 
Entrepreneurial education produces 
graduates with like minds who can 
form themselves into pool of 
entrepreneurs who are well equipped 
with skills and technical know-how 
to manage and prosper in business 
of any kind. 

 
7. Poverty reduction: Entrepreneurial 

education helps in reducing poverty 
in the country. Poverty is reduced 
when youths are taught through 

entrepreneurial education how they 
can set up and manage their own 
business. Reduction of poverty will 
also bring about reduction of 
disease, hunger and starvation. This 
can be effectively done only when 
youths are engaged in productive 
ventures.    

 
8. Promotion of peace: Peace and 

harmonious existence can only 
exists where our teaming youths are 
engaged in meaningful, productive 
and profit making ventures. This can 
only be possible through effective 
entrepreneurial education which will 
inculcate in our youths the spirit of 
enterprise and dissuade them from 
hoping on white collar jobs upon 
graduation. This will help stabilize 
the social, economic and political 
situation and ultimately consolidate 
our democratic process. 
Entrepreneurial education engages 
the minds of our youths and steers 
them away from ugly vices such as 
armed robbery, harlotry, thuggry, 
cultism, human trafficking, 
kidnapping, exploitation, 
insurgency, crude oil theft etc. 

 
 Based on the above, there is no 
gain saying that any nation that plays 
with entrepreneurial education is playing 
with the future/life of its citizens and the 
nation’s existence. This is because 
entrepreneurial education is one of the 
surest ways of empowering all citizens 
so as to contribute to wealth and 
economic growth of the entire nation. 
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Challenges of Entrepreneurial Education 
 In spite of the numerous potentials 
and benefits of entrepreneurial education 
to both individuals and the nation, it is 
still beset by numerous challenges. 
Some of these challenges are discussed 
here: 
 
1. Poor funding: This is perhaps, the 

greatest bane of any educational 
programme in this country. This 
assertion was supported by Onwuka, 
(2012) in Orah (2012) who said that 
the biggest challenge to education is 
inadequate public spending on 
education, which on average has 
been four percent of federal 
allocation instead of the 26 percent 
recommended by United Nations 
Educational Scientific and cultural 
organization (UNESCO). The author 
maintained that there is also a high 
degree of resource mismanagement 
in the education sector through 
corruption. There is no doubt that 
entrepreneurial education 
programme will not be adequately 
implemented when fund is 
inadequate.  

 
2. Poor or effective planning, 

supervision and evaluation of the 
programme across the board. The 
Nigerian educational system has 
been grappling with the problem of 
policy inconsistency and 
incoherence with the result that gain 
in educational sector, 
entrepreneurial education inclusive, 
are not being consolidated with 

adverse consequences on efforts at 
accelerated development. 
Entrepreneurial education, even 
though has been introduced in our 
colleges and universities are not 
properly monitored to ensure proper 
implementation. 

 
3. Inadequate teaching/learning 

materials, equipment and 
infrastructures. Entrepreneurial 
education programme can not 
achieve its intended objectives when 
such essential ingredients as 
constant power supply and efficient 
transport system are lacking. 

 
4. Teacher factor: This is a serious 

problem. Teachers are central to any 
education programme. 
Entrepreneurial education lack 
adequate number of teachers both in 
quality and quantity to the effect that 
teachings of entrepreneurial 
education are left in the hands of 
mediocre. 

 
5. Lack of practical skills: 

Entrepreneurial education is 
supposed to be practical oriented or 
skill based. However, what seems to 
be the practice in schools is 
emphasis on theory rather than 
practical. This surely negates the 
objective of this programme. 

 
6. Lack of entrepreneurial centers: 

Many schools, colleges and 
universities lack entrepreneurial 
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centres where students can learn in 
practical form. 

 
7. Gap between need and content: In 

most cases what is taught in 
entrepreneurial education 
programmes in Nigerian schools 
lack functional skills. Okafor, 
(2012) puts it this way “No 
programme designed for training 
students for the world of work will 
be deemed comprehensive if it does 
not embrace contemporary issues, 
take cognizance of the environment 
and be relevant to the people’s 
culture”. A glance at the content of 
the curriculum of studies in 
emerging economies of China, 
Japan, and Korea shows a strong tilt 
towards developing a creative mind 
in quest of knowledge for the 
advancement of technology. No 
doubt any educational programme 
that fails to emphasis skill be it 
mental or practical may not serve its 
purpose. 

 
Conclusion 
 Entrepreneurial education remains 
the life wire of any functional education. 
A functional education is the one which 
passes the acid test of producing job 
creators instead of job seekers. 
Functional education aims at self-
employment and sustainability. Nigeria 
should therefore re-double her efforts in 
popularizing and giving entrepreneurial 
education the attention it deserves. This 
is because once all students in every 
tertiary institution are exposed to 

entrepreneurial education; the nation 
would be in the right part in fighting the 
hydra-headed monster called 
unemployment. 
 
Recommendations 
 We have so far discussed the 
benefits of entrepreneurial education to 
all and sundry. We have equally 
identified some of the problems 
hampering entrepreneurial education; we 
therefore wish to put forward the 
following recommendations: 
1. There should be a conscious effort 

by government to make 
entrepreneurial education 
compulsory to all students in all 
tertiary institutions. Every student 
should be made to learn one 
entrepreneurial skill or the other 
irrespective of the student’s course 
of study. Students must be required 
to demonstrate adequate knowledge 
of one skill or the other before 
graduation. 

 
2. Centre for entrepreneurial studies 

should be established in every 
tertiary institution. The centre 
should be equipped with every 
necessary equipment, facilities and 
materials to teach the required skills 
and competencies. Instructors that 
posses diverse skills in every aspects 
of human endeavours should be 
employed to teach different aspects 
of entrepreneurial skills. 

 
3. Funding remains central to every 

venture, therefore, adequate funding 
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should be made available for proper 
implementation of entrepreneurial 
programme in our tertiary 
institutions. 

 
4. Entrepreneurial education is not a 

programme that should be 
haphazardly run. It must be well 
evaluated periodically. The 
curriculum and implementation 
strategies should be well thought out 
and reviewed when the need arises.  

 
5. Emphasis should be on practical 

rather than theory. Beneficiaries 
must be allowed to choose out of 
varieties of skills the skill/trade he 
wishes to learn and acquire.  

 
6. Government should mount 

campaigns aimed at popularizing 
entrepreneurship. There should be 
awareness that should encourage 
and promote entrepreneurship. The 
benefits of entrepreneurship should 
be highlighted and made popular so 
as to lure students into it. 

 
7. There should be an improvement on 

the support given to entrepreneurs 
by government and government 
agencies. For instance, government 
should make loans available to 
graduates at zero interest for them to 
be able to establish their own 
businesses.   

 
8. Government should make a general 

improvement on the nation’s 

infrastructures, especially electricity 
and efficient transport system. 
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