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Abstract

The study was designed to ascertain the availability and utilization of
Business Education Teaching facilities in Colleges of Education in the
North Central geo-political zone of Nigeria. The study was guided by 2
research questions. The researcher employed a descriptive survey
research design. The population of the study comprised all the 11 heads
of departments and all the 122 lecturers in Business Education
Departments in the 11 Colleges of education. The entire population
was used, hence, there was no sampling. The reliability of the
instrument was established using split half coefficient index of 0.72.
Research questions were answered using percentage statistics. The
results showed that majority of the facilities needed for Business
Education programmes were available and utilized in Business
Education Departments in the Colleges of Education. It was concluded
that if graduates are trained with adequate facilities, they can acquire
skills that will help them engage in meaningful employment. It was
recommended that the Ministry of Education should procure those
facilities that were not available and there is need for maintenance
culture to be observed.
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Business education is a multi-
dimensional type of education that
prepares people for office work in the
world of work and business. It is aimed
at making its recipients to be self reliant
in the absence of paid employment.
Business education, according to Ulifun
in Chuke (2003), is education for
business skills which are required for
use in business offices, clerical
occupation and business policy analysis.
Business education involves teaching
students the fundamentals, theories and
processes of business. Thus, it equips
the youths the certain economics and
business concept as a vehicle for better
understanding and analysis of the world
in which they live, for intelligent
decisions as consumers and producers of
goods.

Nigeria’s desire for self reliance
was one of the reasons for inclusion of
Business Education in the secondary
school curriculum as contained in the
National policy on Education (FRN,
2004). This calls for functional
Business teacher education programme
to meet the objectives of Business
Education as set out in the National
Commission for Colleges or Education
(NCCE) minimum standard for the NCE
Business Education programme, (FRN,
2004).

Teachers preparation is an all
embracing professional activity aimed at
producing competent teachers for
efficient performance (Ekong,1999).To
achieve optimum teaching and learning

under the best conditions, Business
Education departments are expected to
be provided with requisite facilities. The
availability and the use of requisite
facilities are important for effective
teaching and learning. Thus, Chika
(2004) opined that whenever these
facilities are available and optimally
utilized, they generate greater students’
interest in the learning system and also
enhance retention of ideas.

For business education
programmes to be effective, and be able
to achieve its objectives, there is need to
provide facilities, thus
Dauda(1987)noted that business
education cannot be imparted adequately
without adequate facilities. Supporting
this view, Oyedeji (1991) observed that
business education is a course that lends
itself to practical learning and that it
requires that the teaching situation be
made as real as possible. Furthermore,
Azubuike (2001) noted that adequate
facilities are necessary for Business
Education programme. He noted that
skills needed for the operation of
modern businesses can never be
acquired by merely studying about them
theoretically. Uwaifo and Uwaifo (2009)
noted that facilities are of paramount
importance in the teaching of Business
Education but noted with sadness that
these facilities are not always available
in most of the tertiary institutions in
Nigeria. Idialu (2007) noted that the
shortage of facilities can affect the
quality of teaching and learning. Quality
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diminishes when facilities for teaching
are not available.

Facilities provided for business
education programmes should conform
with specific requirements as contained
in the curriculum, hence, Oladebo
(1987)  suggested that  Business
Education teachers should be involved
in the selection of facilities because they
know the facilities that are ideal for the
programme. Facilities in  Business
Education are those that make easy the
process of learning in the school, they
include typewriters, duplicating
machines, computers franking machines
etc, (Oyedeji, 1991).

The above scenario points to the
fact that facilities that are provided in
the Colleges Education for adequate
teaching and learning of Business
Education are inadequate. The situation
in the Colleges of Education, no doubt,
would have grave consequences for
acquisition of skills and competencies. It
then becomes necessary to periodically
ascertain the availability of facilities for
the teaching of Business Education in
the Colleges of Education.

Purpose of the Study
The main purpose of the study
was to ascertain the availability of
Business Education teaching facilities in
Colleges of Education in the North
Central geo-political zone of Nigeria.
Specifically, the study sought to
1. Ascertain the availability of
facilities in business education

departments in  Colleges of
Education.

2. determine the utilization status of
the available facilities in business
education department in Colleges
of Education

Research Questions

The following research questions guided

the study:-

1.  What Business Education facilities
are available in the Colleges of
Education?

2. What is the utilization status of the
available  Business  Education
facilities in Colleges of Education?

Methodology

The study adopted a descriptive
survey design to find out the status of
business education teaching facilities in
the Colleges of Education in the North
Central Geo-political zone. The area
consisted of Benue, Nasarawa, Kaogi,
Kaduna, Plateau, Kwara, states and
Abuja (the Federal Capital Tertiary).
The population for the study comprised
one hundred thirty three (133) Lecturers,
made up of 11 heads of departments and
122 lecturers in the departments of
business education in the Colleges of
Education. There was no sample, hence,
the total population was used.

A structured  questionnaire
titled: Status of Business Education
Teaching Facilities in the Colleges of
Education in North Central Geo-political
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zone was used to collect data for the
study. The instrument contained fifty
four (54) items. The instrument was
subjected to trial test using fifteen (15)
respondents made up a two (2) heads of
department and thirteen (13) lecturers.
A total of 199 copies of the
guestionnaire were distributed and used
for the study. A reliability coefficient of
0.72 was obtained. The research

Table 1: The Available Facilities in Business

questions  were  analyzed  using
percentage statistics.

Results

Research  Question One: What
Facilities are available in Business
Education Departments in Colleges of
Education?

Response of Respondents on

Education Departments in Colleges of

Education
S/No  Facilities Available Not Available
1 Typewriters 106 (89.1%) 12 (10.9%)
a. Manual 78(65.5%) 41(34.5%)
b. Electric
2. Computer 6(50%) 113(95%)
3 Swivel Typing chair 68(57.1%) 51(42.9%)
4 Typing Desk 104 (87.4%) 15(12.6%)
5. Copy Holder 22(18.5%) 97(81.5%)
6. 4 drawer filing cabinet 91(76.5%) 28(23.5%)
7. Bulletin board 105(88.2%) 14(1.8%)
8. Waste paper Baskets 116(97.5%) 3(2.5%)
9. Stapler 113(94.9%) 6(4.1%)
10. Staple Remover 55(46.2%) 64(53.8%)
11. Guillotine (Paper Cutter) 42(33.3%) 77(64.7%)
12. Perforator 110(92.4%) 9(7.6%)
13. Stop Watch 73(61.4%) 46(38.6%)
14. Wall clock 111(93.3%) 8(6.7%)
15. Demonstration stand 62(57.2%) 57(47.8%)
16. Metric Rule 61(51.2%) 58(48.4%)
17. Big English (shorthand Dictionary 93(78.1%) 26(21.9%)
18. Classrooms 111(93.3%) 26(21.9%)
19. Staff offices 107(89.9%) 12(20.1%)
20. Typing pool 112(94.1%) 7(5.5%)
21. Shorthand laboratory 55(46.2%) 64(53.8%)
22. Textbooks 9(7.5%) 110(92.5%)
23. Computer laboratory 83(69.7%) 36(30.7%)
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24, Photocopier

25. Lamination Machine
26. Binding machine
217. Model office

82(68.9%)
23(19.3%)
28(23.5%)
107(85.7%)

37(31.1%)
96(81.7%)
91(76.5%)
17(15.3%)

The results in Table 1 showed
that 20 out of 27 items of the required
facilities score 50% and above, thus, in
the opinions of the respondents, they
were available in the Business Education
Departments in  the Colleges of
Education. These facilities include
Manual typewriter 89.7%, electric type
65.5%, swivel typing chair 57.1%,
typing Desk 87.4%, 4-crawer filing
cabinet 76.5%, bulletin board 88.2%,
stapler 94.9%, Demonstration stand
57.2%, Metric rule 51.2%, Big
English/shorthand dictionary 69.7%.

Table 2: Responses of the Respondents on Utilization Status of the Available

photocopier 68.9% and model office

85.7%.

The results also showed that the
following facilities
computer, copy holder, staple remover,
lamination
machine and binding machine according
to the respondents were not available.

Guillotine,

Research Question 2: What is the
Utilization Status of the Available
Education

Business
Colleges

Business Education Facilities in the Departments

textbooks,

which

S/No  Facilities for Business Edu. Prog. Uses (U) Not used (NU)
28. Typewriters

(c) Manual 89(74.8%) 30(25.2%)

(d) Electric 61(51.3%) 58(48.7%)
29. Computer 94(78.9%) 25(21.1%)
30. Swivel Typing Chair 75(63.0%) 44(37.0%)
31 Typing Desk 103(86.6%) 16(13.4%)
32 Copy Holder 51(42.8%) 68(57.2%)
33. 4-drawer filing cabinet 91(76.5%) 28(23.5)
34. Bulletin board 10(84.8%) 18(15.2%)
35 Waste paper Baskets 114(95.8%) 5(4.2%)
36 Stapler 114(95.8%) 5(4.2%)
37 Staple Remover 52(43.7%) 67(56.3%)
38 Guillotine (Paper Cutter) 40(33.6%) 79(66.4%)
39 Perforator 106(89.1%) 13(10.9%)
40 Stop Watch 62(52.1%) 57(47.9%)
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41 Wall clock

42 Demonstration stand
43 Metric Rule

44 Big English (shorthand Dictionary
45 Classrooms

46 Staff offices

47 Typing pool

48 Shorthand laboratory
49 Textbooks

50 Computer laboratory
51 Photocopier

52 Lamination Machine
53 Binding machine

54 Model office

111(93.3%) 8(6.9%)
61(51.3%) 58(48.7%)
61(51.3%) 58(48.7%)
94(78.9%) 25(21.1%)
112(94.1%) 7(5.9%)
107(89.9%) 12(10.1%)
112(94.1%) 7(5.9%)
60(50.4%) 59(49.6%)
109(91.6%) 10(8.4%)
88(73.9%) 31(26.1%)
80(67.2%) 39(32.8%)
25(21.0%) 94(79.0%)
28(23.5%) 91(76.5%)
100(84.0%) 19(16.0%)

The results in Table 2 showed
that the following facilities scored above
50% in the opinions of the respondents
to indicate that they were useable in
Business  Education  Departments:
manual typewriter 78.8%, Electric
typewriter 51.3%, Swivel typing chair
63.0%, computer 78.9%, typing chairs
63.0%, Typing Desk 86.6%, 4-drawer
filing cabinet 76.5%, Bulletin Board
84.8%, Waster paper basket 95.8%,
stapler 95.8%, perforator 89.19% stop
watch 52.1%, wall clock 93.3%,
demonstration and 51.3%, metric rule
51.3%, Big English/shorthand dictionary
78.9%, classrooms 94.1%, staff offices
89.9%, typing pool 94.1%, shorthand
laboratory 73.9%, model office 84.0%.

The results also showed that the
following facilities were not useable,
copy holder, staple remover, Guillotine

(paper cutter) Lamination machine and
binding machine.

Discussion

Results in Table 1 showed that
20 out 27 items required facilities were
available for the programme. In the
opinions of the respondents there were
available facilities for effective teaching
and learning. This conforms with the
aims of the National Commission for
Colleges of Education (NCCF, 2008).
The stipulations of the NCCE (2008) are
aimed at ensuring that the graduates are
equipped with the right skills to enable
them engage in office work as well as
self employment. It is known that the
availability of the required facilities
make for enhance teaching and learning.
Under the best conditions where these
are lacking, the students grope in the
dark.
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The finding, however, is in contrast with
the opinions of Idialu (2007) and
Uwaifo and Uwaifo (2009) that most
tertiary institutions lack facilities for
training.

Result in Table 2 revealed that
22 out of the 27 facilities were used in
Business Education Departments in the
colleges of education. This agreed with
the views of Azuka (2003) who noted
that the goal of business education
programme at all levels is to provide
training in business skills and develop
the ability to use these facilities in the
work environment. It is important that
students of business education are well
exposed to the use of relevant facilities
to enable them acquire the necessary
skills and competencies needed in the
world of work. This agreed with the
opinions of Okoro and Thimekpem
(2003) that training process of business
education students must involve the use
of right and proper machines, tools and
facilities that are replica of the modern
office. However, a few of the facilities
were not usable due to obsolence or lack
of maintenance or spare parts.

Conclusions

Based on the findings, it can be
deduced that Business Education is very
important in the Nigerian education
system. This is because it lends itself to
entrepreneurship in the face of global
unemployment. If graduates are trained
with adequate facilities, they can acquire
the requisite skills to engage in
meaningful employment.

Recommendations
The following recommendations
were made based on the findings:-

1. The ministry of Education in the
North Central Geo-political zone
should ensure that those facilities
that were not available are
procured to ensure smooth
running of the Business Education
Departments in the Colleges of
Education.

2.  The  facilities  should be
maintained on regular basis which
is an area often neglected in
Nigeria.
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