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ABSTRACT

This paper focuses on the position that education is the safest and surest
vehicle of positive change, more especially the type that will foster the
acquisition of survival skills, which the rural people need in order to salvage
themselves from poverty and add to the national economy. The paper
highlighted the skills that already in existence in rural areas of Nigeria that
requires improvement like, pottery and clay works, woodworks, handicrafts
etc. It goes further to present rational for providing vocational skills to rural
people and went further to observe some challenges that slows or hinders the
anticipated program like, inadequate funding, lack of qualified personnel, and
so on. The paper made some suggestions which include; that government
should urgently establish many formal vocational educations in rural areas,
funds should be available for the program, qualified personnel should be used
for the program etc. In conclusion, vocational education is a necessary tool
for promoting skill development and productivity in rural areas of Nigeria to
improve national economy

Introduction

Vocational education has been in existence in Nigeria right from the pre-colonial era,
when early men moved from place to place gathering fruits and rearing domesticated animals
to secure their means of living. Then they took up vocations blacksmithing, farming and
hunting. Fafunwa (1982) asserts that the blacksmith then manufactured his own tools like
cutlasses for farming and arrows for hunting.

Rural development in Nigeria has been attracting great concern generally in recent
years. It has been realized that rural development is surest root to national development. After
an initial neglect of rural development and encouragement of urbanization, the Nigeria
government has now realized that rural communities have been and will always be the

) bedrock of the country’s development .And so, like the goose that lays the golden eggs, rural
communities now receive a good measure of recognition and nurture from the government
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The central focus of all efforts at rural development has been the struggle against poverty.
The passage of time and acquisition of experience rural development have demonstrated the
uphill task of banishing rural poverty. In most cases, development arising from government
efforts have by-passed the rural poor who are the primary target groups of rural development
efforts . The most common reasons adduced for the failure of development efforts of many
agents and programs instituted by government to bring about the desired improvements in
the socio-economic well-being of rural poor include the following;

Rural development agencies have unwittingly interfered with the lives and goals of
rural dwellers, thereby causing them to be apathetic to the effort of these agencies.
This occurs when the conception of development held by the agencies are at variance with
the aspirations of the rural poor

Rural development agencies have been politicized to the extent where one cannot
vouch for those in management positions of these agencies in terms of their knowledge
and experience in achieving the goals of the agencies
Rural development agencies in Nigeria have erroneously viewed themselves as animating
rural people as if these people have no appreciation for prior to enlightenment by the
urban elites in charge of the agencies

Other reasons such as inadequate funding, poor staffing, lack of logistic support,
insincerity of purpose and lack of continuity of programs and agencies have also been
adduced as contributing to the failure of past efforts at rural development.

Vocational Education and Skill Development

Vocational Education is the acquisition of skills and techniques in chosen occupation
or profession to enable an individual earn a living.FGN (2004) viewed Vocational Education
as those aspect of educational process involving ;in addition to general education, the study
and acquisition of practical skills, attitudes, understanding and knowledge relating to
occupations in various sectors of economic and social life. Osuala (1993) ,states that that
Vocational Education is a training intended to prepare the student to earn a living in an
occupation in which success is dependent largely on an understanding of the laws of science
as applied to modern design, production, distributions and services. It is conducted as part of
a program designed to prepare individuals for gainful employment as a semi-skilled or skilled
workers in recognized occupations as well as new emerging occupations.

Vocational education is that aspect of the total experience of the individual whereby
he learns successfully to carry on gainful occupations (Osuala, 2004). Thus any form of
education which focuses on equipping the individual with work skills to enable him hold a
job or survive in an occupation can be classified as vocational education. Okoro, (1993)
defines vocational education as “any form of education whose primary purpose is to prepare
person for employment recognized occupation”. In the same vein, Osuala (1987) observes
that vocational education is education designed to prepare individuals for gainful
employment as semi-skilled workers or technicians or sub —professionals in recognized
occupation or to prepare individual for an enrolment in advanced technical program.

Okorie and Ezeji,(1988) opine that Vocational education is designed to prepare
skilled workers for industries, agriculture, commerce etc, which is usually provide at the

) upper secondary level. The philosophical concept of Vocational education according to
Okorie,(2001), maintains that an orientation (interest, ability and aptitude) of the individual,
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each individual should have the opportunities for employment in the occupation and that
resources for education must be provided to develop all human resources needed in national
development. Nigeria as a developing nation requires young men and women as sole
proprietors in small and medium scale industries that are emerging here and there in the
country .The type of education that possesses such inherent ability to equip them with the
required skills is VVocational education; with well acquisition of skills and competencies that
can help individuals to function productively in industries, commercial occupation and even
self-reliance and self-employment.

During training the purpose of vocational education is to equip individuals with skills which
are immediately relevant to a particular occupation or group of occupations. Vocational
education is concerned mainly with the development of skills which the individual needs in
order to be established and successful in an occupation (Olaitan ,1996).In the course of
developing skills in the individual, knowledge and abilities required for success in the
occupation may also be taught. However, the major focus of vocational education remains as
skill development. Also, other forms of education develop skills in individuals. However,
these skills may not be developed in these forms of education with an understanding that they
should be directly relevant to an occupation and immediately useful for practice. Moreover,
these forms of education may not accept skill development as the focal point of their training
effort. All over the world, vocational education is the only form of education that is reputed
for yielding emphasis on skill development (Olaitan, 1997)

Vocational Education Needs of Rural Nigeria
Vocational education is also characterized by an insistence on needs and interests of
learners and the environment as determinants of contents for occupational training. What to
teach and how to teach in Vocational Education is always based on what the learners want
and need to know. For this reason, vocational education varies with environment and groups
of individual and its needs in cities vary from the needs of people in rural Nigeria both in
varieties of occupation and content. The vocational education needs of rural Nigeria are
highlighted as follows:
1 .Farming and Gardening: Farming which is the arts of tending crops and rearing animals is
the major occupation of most rural communities in Nigeria .Consequently, Vocational
education in farming and gardening is a must for a rural communities in Nigeria.
Traditionally, farming is learned through initiation and practice as the child accompanies his
or her parents or guardian to the farm .Learning was incidental and the child hardly learns
anything beyond the skills possessed by his or her master-trainer. Sustainable rural
development would require that new knowledge and skills be taught to farmers and would-be
farmers through organized vocational training, provided in farm centers ,vocational centers
or adult education centers as the case may be (Olaitan & Mama,2001)
2. Performing Arts: Irrespective of the high level of poverty in rural Nigeria, people in rural
areas are generally happy people. Story - telling, singing, music and dancing are common
practices among rural dwellers and these activities feature in most of their ceremonies,
including burials and naming ceremonies .In rural areas, it is common to find people who
have distinguished themselves in these activities and who earn part of their living from them.
) Story-telling, singing, music and dancing provide relaxation and deviation from normal
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activities to rural people .It creates in them a sense of cultural awareness, identity and a
feeling of enjoyment that makes these activities very profitable.

Under vocational education program for rural communities in Nigeria ,these afore-mentioned
activities need to feature as means of promoting the cultural identity and harmony of the
people .T he arts could be taught by using persons in the communities who have
distinguished themselves as performance artist.

3. Needlework and Weaving: Needlework and weaving are common  economic/leisure
activities among female folks in rural Nigeria. In certain communities, weaving is a major
commercial occupation. Many rural communities in Nigeria would need instruction in
needlework and weaving as part of the total vocational education program .Rural women
need training in the art of producing various designs in cloth, producing handkerchiefs, table
cloths and some stitches in clothes

4. Woodwork: Woodwork is important to rural communities in Nigeria. Products obtained
from woodwork include furniture, doors, caskets and animal pens, cages and in sculpture.
There is no doubt therefore, that improved skills in woodworking would help raise the
standard and quality of living of rural people in Nigeria. Woodworking, therefore, need to
feature in any education program planned for rural people in Nigeria.

5. Pottery and clay work: Pottery, the art of making cooking utensils from clay is a skill
peculiar to female members of rural communities in Nigeria .Village women make clay pots
of various designs for sale and for family use by applying traditional techniques and tools.
With vocational training, these women can be exposed to new skills and modern techniques
in working with clay. Such skills and modern techniques would enable them produce high
quality clay pots ,jugs, tea cups ,vase and other clay items and glaze them to acceptable
international standards.

6. Handicraft: Items of handicraft produce in rural areas of Nigeria include ropes, baskets,
mats , brooms ,woven cloth, cane chairs and cane furniture. VVocational education also
needed to help develop and improve the handicraft skills of handicraft workers.

7: Home -making/House- keeping: One noticeable problem among rural dwellers in Nigeria
is the generally poor level of hygiene in homes. Rural houses, clothes and other items
are generally observed to be filthy. Compounds are untidy while foods are prepared in
unsanitary conditions and without regards to proper balancing of nutrients. Thus even
though food is generally available in rural areas, one finds rural people becoming more
prone to diseases and malnutrition than urban dwellers in  Nigeria. Training in hygiene
and home management is needed by rural people to enable them live better lives.

8. Technology Education: In recent times, electrification of rural towns and villages has been
pursued with greater vigor .As a result of the availability of electricity in many rural areas,
coupled with the anticipation that more and more rural areas would be electrified, electrical
appliances and labour-saving gadgets are now common place in rural towns and villages.
Rural peoples need to be educated on basic principles of use and safety procedures associated
with these products of technology. These people also need education to be able to
comprehend the language and symbols of technology

Rational for Providing Vocational Education to Rural People
) The poverty in rural communities can be traced to two factors; low productivity and
ignorance. Productivity in agriculture, technical trades, commerce and local craft is low
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because rural people employ traditional methods in production processes. Improved
productive capacity requires that these rural people be equipped with skills and abilities
which would enable them make effective use of modern techniques and technologies in their
work rules.

As a result of ignorance many rural people blame their poverty on government action
or inaction. They carry out their various vocations without seeking to know latest
developments and novel techniques in the field. Presently, government tries to ameliorate the
level of ignorance of rural people by providing them with extension services but this has been
most ineffective due to inadequate funding and staffing. VVocational education would enable
rural dwellers keep abreast of developments in their vocations and know the varieties of
government assistance available to them. Vocational education would also foster a clear
understanding of government action including laws and regulations and how they affect each
vocation.

Low productivity in rural areas is also attributed to the predominant use of small hand

tools and implements in doing work. It is said that as a result of poor skill and crude tools,
majority of the rural workforce are inefficient in carrying out the day to day activities from
which they earn their living .In addition to equipping rural manpower with the desired skills,
vocational education would co-ordinate and encourage all  endeavour to develop more
effective small tools and implements, more especially those that can be powered by animals
and small engines.
As tax payers and citizens of the country, rural people need to benefit from all forms of
services and assistance provided by the government. More importantly, they would want
government to assist them on the aspect of their lives on which their total existence revolve
.That aspect of life is the know-how with which individuals tackle nature for their survival
.Vocational education is known to be the best form of preparation for useful living in the
society. Through Vocational education. Rural dwellers would become more productive, earn
more revenue for their families; enjoy higher standards of living and contribute more to
national development.

Constraints to promoting Skill development in Rural areas through Vocational
Education

Despite the laudable objectives and anticipated roles of improving skill development
in rural areas through vocational education; its program is faced with serious setbacks such
as; inadequate funding defect , lack of qualified personnel, Lack of industrial base and lack of
infrastructures

In terms of funding, the administration of general education underestimate the
requirements of vocational education or diverts funds meant for it, into other areas more
appealing to them.
There is scarcity of qualified manpower owing to poor pay package (remuneration and low
status)

There is insufficient industrial base for the trainees and graduates of vocational
education
Beyond the traditional apprenticeship system, skill development programs in Nigeria are a

) rarity (Olaitan, 1996).This runs contrary to the provision of the National Policy on Education

that a vocational center for the skill training needs of all shades of persons. Uwadie (1991)
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stated that only an insignificant number of local Government Areas have complied with this
provision. Even then, the services of these vocational centers have not extended to rural
adults who have long fallen out of the formal school system

Vocational centers and skill programs maybe available and yet rural people would not
participate effectively in the activities. Such a situation might have arisen, probably, from
many oversights such as inadequate publicity about the objectives, advantages, timing and
other aspects of the program.

Another factor that could limit rural people’s willingness to participate in vocational
program is poor organization. Many people would not participate if they find the composition
of learning groups, time table for classes, venue or environment for learning and the
personality of the instructors to be unsuitable.

Conclusion

Vocational Education in Nigeria has a lot of potentialities to cope with the demands of
Nigeria economic development .Government should provide conducive atmosphere and
relaxed environment and also apprenticeship should be pursued and encouraged.

Federal and state Governments, groups and individuals should invest in the provision and
promotion of skill development in rural areas through Vocational education in order to
produce highly qualified manpower. This will be achieved through establishment of
vocational technical education with the provision of financial and instructional facilities to
support this institution

The National Commission for Colleges of Education (NCCE) and National Board for
Technical Education (NBTE) should jointly broaden the curriculum of vocational and
technical education in accordance with the needs of Nigerians in their various localities.

In conclusion, any country where Vocational technical education is adequately
funded, properly organized and managed its citizen will enjoy very bright career prospects
because of the numerous and varied employment opportunities that are created. Providing
meaningful support and training to the rural dwellers ,as they improve in productivity will go
a long way to cushion the effect of hunger, encourage them to derive more profit in what they
do, hence improving the economy of the nation.

Recommendation
Based on the forgoing setbacks, the following measures if properly implemented will

minimize the future occurrence of the challenges of promoting skill development in rural

areas through vocational education.

Funding of Vocational education should be a matter of necessity and funds should only be

made available for the program and should only be used for the purpose they are meant to

serve.

The government should urgently establish many formal VVocational education centers in rural

areas to cater for the skill development needs of the people.

It is also necessary for adequate provisions to be made for the dissemination of information

concerning the skill training programs available. Public enlightenment campaign may be
) organized to sensitize the rural people to the need for them to develop new and improved

skills.
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Proper organization of Vocational programs for rural people requires that; (i) groups of
people with compatible social-economic standing and training needs learn together. (I1)
activities are organized during periods of the year, week and day when majority of the target
participants would be free to attend. (iii) the venue should be conducive and close enough to
the homes of target participants, and competent instructors are entrusted with program
delivery.

It is not advisable for fees to be charged until such a time when the people have fully realized
the benefits of vocational training. Even then, the amount charged should be reasonable, so as
not to serve as disincentive to willing persons.

Vocational training for rural illiterates should be seen as compensation for the free
compulsory basic education which many of these people could not find suitable time to
enjoy.
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