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Abstract 

The importance of revitalizing entrepreneurship education cannot be 

overemphasized. The paper is advocating for revitalizing and repositioning 

entrepreneurship education to become more effectively functional for the 

achievement of rapid sustainable community economic development in 

Nigeria. The paper x-rayed the concepts of entrepreneurship, entrepreneurship 

education, community economic development and how entrepreneurship will 

help in driving sustainable community economic development. 

Recommendations were made which includes community leaders ensuring 

that entrepreneurial programmes are introduced at the community levels for 

both educated and less educated, that governments should ensure that 

entrepreneurship education programmes are introduced at lower levels of 

education and the paper concludes that leaders in every community should 

make it as law that each and every youths/adults in the community must 

engage in one entrepreneurial programmes or another; which will make them 

economically productive and active citizens with required knowledge, 
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attitudes, skills and commitments needed for sustainable community economic 

development.  
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Introduction  

Entrepreneurship education is a critical component of economic development, as it 

equips individuals with the skills and knowledge necessary to create and grow successful 

businesses. In Nigeria, entrepreneurship education has gained significant attention in recent 

years, as the government and private sector seek to promote job creation and economic 

growth (Akinlo&Aiyedun, 2016).However, despite the growing interest in entrepreneurship 

education, there are still significant challenges facing the Nigerian economy, including high 

unemployment rates, limited access to capital, and inadequate infrastructure. As such, there is 

a need to revitalize entrepreneurship education in Nigeria to ensure that it is aligned with the 

needs of the community and promotes sustainable economic development. 

This paper aims at exploring the current state of entrepreneurship education in Nigeria 

and identifies strategies for revitalizing it to promote sustainable community economic 

development. Specifically, the paper will examine the challenges facing entrepreneurship 

education in Nigeria, the role of entrepreneurship in economic development, and best 

practices for promoting sustainable entrepreneurship education. Ultimately, the goal of this 

paper is to provide actionable recommendations for policymakers, educators, and 

entrepreneurs to promote sustainable economic development in Nigeria through 

entrepreneurship education. 

 

Entrepreneurship 

 The word entrepreneur is a French word which means one “who undertakes”. An 

entrepreneur organizes the other factors of production such as land, labour, capital to deliver 

products in forms of goods and services. According to Udechukwu et al., (2020) an 

entrepreneur is a risk taking innovative individual who establishes and manages a business 

for the purpose of growth and profit. He marshals resources in the face of risk to pursue an 

opportunity. Also Adeyemo and Saliu (2018) define an entrepreneur as a person who 

possesses the ability to recognize and evaluate business opportunities/assemble the necessary 

resources to take advantage of them and take appropriate action to ensure success. 

Entrepreneurs are people who constantly discover new markets and try to figure out how to 

supply those markets efficiently and profitable. 

 Entrepreneurship is the willingness and ability of an individual to seek out investment 

opportunities, establish and run an enterprise successfully. Aremu and Adeyemo (2011) 

define entrepreneurship as the creation of an innovative economic organization for the 

purpose of gain or growth under the conditions of risk and uncertainty. For Oludayo et al. 

(2019), entrepreneurship is an art which involves recognizing a business opportunity, 

mobilizing resources and persisting to exploit that opportunity. These abilities should be 
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acquired and it differs in some aspect from the abilities required to enable a person obtain 

pain employment. 

 

Entrepreneurship Education 

 Entrepreneurship education provides one of the best means of achieving the self-

reliance concept as stated in the national policy on education. Akintoye et al., (2020) describe 

entrepreneurship education as that which deals with those attitudes and skills that are 

necessary for the individual to respond to his environment in the process of conserving, 

starting and managing a business enterprise. Ibukunoluwa et al., (2021)view entrepreneurship 

education as the type of education designed to change the orientation and attitudes of the 

recipients and the process that will help equip them with the skills and knowledge that will 

enable them to start and manage a business. Entrepreneurship education aims at developing 

the requisite entrepreneurial skills, attitudes, competencies and depositions that will 

predispose the individual to be driving force in managing a business. 

 According to Elumelu, (2015), entrepreneurship education is the teaching of 

knowledge and skills that enable the student to plan, to start and run their own business. 

Entrepreneurship education entails teaching students, learners and would-be business men, 

the essential skills required to build viable enterprises, equipping the trainees with skills 

needed for taking responsibility and developing initiatives of prospective trainees. In 

addition, Lawal and Ogunyemi, (2019)posits that entrepreneurship education creates the 

willingness and ability in a person to seek out investment opportunities in the society and be 

able to establish and run enterprise successfully based on the identified opportunities. 

Hence, the overall purpose of entrepreneurship education is to develop expertise as an 

entrepreneur.Entrepreneurship education entails philosophy of self-reliance such as creating a 

new cultural and productive environment promoting new sets of attitudes and culture for the 

attainment of future challenges. 

 

Challenges and Limitations of existing Entrepreneurship Education Programmes in 

Nigeria 

Entrepreneurship education has gained significant attention in Nigeria in recent years, 

as the government and private sector seek to promote job creation and economic growth. 

However, the current state of entrepreneurship education in Nigeria faces several challenges. 

1. Lack of access to capital: This makes it difficult for entrepreneurs to start and grow 

their businesses. According to Aremu and Adeyemo (2011), lack of access to finance is a 

significant challenge facing Nigerian entrepreneurs. As a result, many entrepreneurs struggle 

to obtain the necessary capital to start their businesses or expand them. 

2. Lack of emphasis on innovation and creativity in existing entrepreneurship education 

programmes: According to Oludayo et al. (2019), many entrepreneurship education 

programmes in Nigeria focus on traditional business models, neglecting innovation and 

creativity, which are critical components of successful entrepreneurship. 

3. Inadequate resources and infrastructure available for entrepreneurship education: 

Adeyemo and Saliu (2018) argue that the lack of infrastructure, such as reliable electricity 

and internet connectivity, limits access to online resources and hinders the delivery of 

entrepreneurship education programmes. Additionally, the shortage of qualified 
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entrepreneurship educators and a lack of funding for entrepreneurship education initiatives 

are significant barriers to the development of entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. 

4. Lack of a comprehensive entrepreneurship education policy: According to Akinlo and 

Aiyedun (2016), there is no unified national policy on entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. 

This results in a lack of coordination and consistency in the delivery of entrepreneurship 

education programmes across the country. 

5. Shortage of qualified and experienced entrepreneurship educators is a significant 

limitation of existing entrepreneurship education programmes in Nigeria. Adeyemo and Saliu 

(2018) argue that the shortage of experienced entrepreneurship educators limits the quality of 

instruction and guidance that students receive, leading to an ineffective entrepreneurship 

education experience. 

It is therefore not out of place to state that the current state of entrepreneurship education in 

Nigeria faces several challenges, including a lack of a comprehensive policy, limited access 

to capital, inadequate resources and infrastructure, and a focus on theoretical concepts rather 

than practical skills. 

 

Definition of Sustainable Community Economic Development 

Sustainable community economic development is a complex and multifaceted concept 

that has been defined and understood in different ways by scholars and practitioners. 

Ogundana and Sridhar (2015) define sustainable community economic development as an 

approach to economic development that prioritizes the well-being of local communities and 

the environment. They argue that sustainable community economic development can create 

lasting benefits for communities, including increased economic growth, improved social 

welfare, and environmental sustainability. 

According to Afolabi et al. (2020), sustainable community economic development 

involves a multi-stakeholder approach to economic development that engages various actors, 

including governments, businesses, civil society organizations, and local communities. The 

authors argue that sustainable community economic development promotes economic 

growth, reduces poverty, and promotes environmental sustainability. According to Afolabi et 

al. (2020), local entrepreneurship can create economic opportunities and promote economic 

growth in communities. A study by Oluwasina and Afolabi (2019) noted that effective 

resource management is critical for sustainable community economic development. The 

study argues that local communities must manage their resources sustainably to ensure long-

term economic growth and environmental sustainability. 

Moreover, sustainable community economic development is also characterized by the 

promotion of local entrepreneurship. A study by Onugu and Ogiriki (2018) defines 

sustainable community economic development as an approach that encourages local 

entrepreneurship and small business development. The authors argue that local 

entrepreneurship can create economic opportunities, generate employment, and promote 

social welfare in local communities. 

Another definition of sustainable community economic development is provided by 

Salisu and Ramli (2019), who define it as an approach that prioritizes community 

participation and empowerment in economic development initiatives. The authors argue that 

community participation and empowerment promote ownership of development initiatives, 

increase transparency and accountability, and promote social cohesion. 
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In summary, sustainable community economic development is a multi-dimensional concept 

that involves the promotion of the well-being of local communities and the environment, 

multi-stakeholder engagement, local entrepreneurship, and community participation and 

empowerment. The various definitions provided in the literature reflect the complexity and 

diversity of sustainable community economic development approaches and highlight the 

importance of a holistic and inclusive approach to economic development in Nigeria. 

 

Revitalizing Entrepreneurship Education for Sustainable Community Economic 

Development in Nigeria 

Entrepreneurship education plays a vital role in promoting sustainable community 

economic development in Nigeria. According to Udechukwu et al. (2020), entrepreneurship 

education can help to develop the necessary skills, knowledge, and attitudes required for 

successful entrepreneurship, which can promote economic growth and development in 

Nigeria. The authors argue that entrepreneurship education can also contribute to sustainable 

community economic development by promoting social and environmental responsibility and 

ethical business practices. 

However, the existing entrepreneurship education programmes in Nigeria face several 

challenges and limitations that hinder their effectiveness in promoting sustainable community 

economic development. For instance, Aremu and Adeyemo  (2011) note that the current 

entrepreneurship education curriculum in Nigeria focuses more on theory than practice, 

which limits its effectiveness in preparing students for real-world entrepreneurship. 

Furthermore, the lack of adequate funding and infrastructure for entrepreneurship 

education in Nigeria also poses a significant challenge to its revitalization. A study by 

Oyedokun et al. (2019) argues that inadequate funding, lack of adequate teaching facilities 

and equipment, and insufficient qualified teachers are some of the major challenges facing 

entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. 

To revitalize entrepreneurship education for sustainable community economic 

development in Nigeria, there is a need for a more practical and hands-on approach to 

entrepreneurship education. According to Okoli and Olise (2015), experiential learning, 

mentorship, and business incubation programmes are some of the effective strategies for 

promoting practical entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. 

Moreover, there is a need for collaboration and partnership between universities, 

government, and industry players to provide the necessary support and resources for 

entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. A study by Lawal and Ogunyemi (2019) emphasizes 

the importance of collaboration and partnership in developing entrepreneurship education 

programmes that meet the needs of local communities and contribute to sustainable 

community economic development. 

Revitalizing entrepreneurship education is crucial for promoting sustainable 

community economic development in Nigeria. This can be achieved by promoting a more 

practical and hands-on approach to entrepreneurship education, providing adequate funding 

and infrastructure, and fostering collaboration and partnership between universities, 

government, and industry players. 
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Role of Government and Private Sector in Supporting Entrepreneurship Education 

Entrepreneurship education in Nigeria requires support from both the government and 

private sector to succeed. 

 

Role of Government: 

1. Policy formulation: The government plays a vital role in the formulation of policies 

that support entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. These policies should focus on creating 

an enabling environment for entrepreneurship education, including access to finance, tax 

incentives, and infrastructure development (Aina et al., 2019). 

2. Funding: Government funding is critical for the establishment and sustenance of 

entrepreneurship education programmes in Nigeria. Government support can come in the 

form of grants, subsidies, and loans to support the establishment of business incubators, 

innovation hubs, and other entrepreneurship education initiatives (Ayozie et al., 2020). 

3. Curriculum development: The government can collaborate with educational 

institutions to develop entrepreneurship education curricula that are relevant to the needs of 

the Nigerian society (Lawal&Ogunyemi, 2019). This collaboration can help to promote 

entrepreneurship education and provide students with the necessary skills and knowledge for 

real-world entrepreneurship. 

 

Role of Private Sector: 

1. Industry linkages: Private sector organizations can support entrepreneurship education 

programmes in Nigeria by establishing linkages with educational institutions to provide 

students with access to industry expertise and experience (Udechukwu et al., 2020). These 

linkages can help to expose students to real-world entrepreneurial experiences and provide 

opportunities for mentorship and networking. 

2. Funding: Private sector organizations can also provide funding support for 

entrepreneurship education programmes in Nigeria. This can be in the form of grants, 

donations, and partnerships with educational institutions (Ayozie et al., 2020). 

3. Mentoring and coaching: Private sector organizations can also provide mentoring and 

coaching services to students enrolled in entrepreneurship education programmes in Nigeria 

(Lawal&Ogunyemi, 2019). This can help to develop the students' skills and knowledge and 

prepare them for real-world entrepreneurship. 

In summary, the government and private sector have a crucial role to play in 

supporting entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. The government can provide policy 

formulation, funding, and curriculum development support, while the private sector can 

provide industry linkages, funding, and mentoring and coaching services. Collaboration 

between the government, private sector, and educational institutions is critical to the success 

of entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. 

 

Overview of Successful Entrepreneurship Education Programmes in Nigeria 

There have been successful entrepreneurship education programmes in Nigeria that 

have contributed to the development of sustainable community economic development.  

1. Tony Elumelu Foundation Entrepreneurship Programme: The Tony Elumelu 

Foundation Entrepreneurship Programme is a Pan-African entrepreneurship programme that 

aims to identify, train, and fund 10,000 entrepreneurs across Africa over a period of ten years. 
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The programme provides training, mentorship, and seed funding to selected entrepreneurs 

(Elumelu, 2015). The programme has been successful in Nigeria, with many entrepreneurs 

receiving seed funding and mentorship support, leading to the creation of successful 

businesses that contribute to sustainable community economic development. 

2. Youth Entrepreneurship Support Programme: The Youth Entrepreneurship Support 

Programme is a programme initiated by the Bank of Industry (BOI) in collaboration with the 

Federal Ministry of Youth and Sports Development. The programme aims to provide 

financial and non-financial support to young entrepreneurs in Nigeria. The programme 

provides training, mentorship, and access to funding for young entrepreneurs (Okoli et al., 

2021). The programme has been successful in promoting entrepreneurship among young 

people in Nigeria and contributing to sustainable community economic development 

(Ibukunoluwa et al., 2021). 

3. Lagos Business School Entrepreneurship Programme: The Lagos Business School 

Entrepreneurship Programme is a programme initiated by the Lagos Business School to 

promote entrepreneurship education in Nigeria. The programme provides training, 

mentorship, and access to funding for entrepreneurs. The programmehas been successful in 

promoting entrepreneurship education in Nigeria and contributing to sustainable community 

economic development (Akintoye et al., 2020). 

4. AfeBabalola University Entrepreneurship Centre: The AfeBabalola University 

Entrepreneurship Centre is a programme initiated by the AfeBabalola University to promote 

entrepreneurship education and support the development of entrepreneurs in Nigeria. The 

programme provides training, mentorship, and access to funding for entrepreneurs. The 

programme has been successful in promoting entrepreneurship education and contributing to 

sustainable community economic development (Adeyemo et al., 2020). 

These programmes provide training, mentorship, and access to funding for entrepreneurs and 

have been successful in promoting entrepreneurship education among young people and 

supporting the development of successful entrepreneurs in Nigeria. 

 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, entrepreneurship education is crucial for sustainable community 

economic development in Nigeria, as it empowers individuals to start and manage successful 

businesses, create employment opportunities, and contribute to economic growth. However, 

existing entrepreneurship education programmes in Nigeria face several challenges and 

limitations, including a lack of adequate funding, outdated curricula, and a shortage of 

qualified instructors. To revitalize entrepreneurship education in Nigeria, various strategies 

can be implemented. Both the government and the private sector have critical roles to play in 

supporting entrepreneurship education in Nigeria by providing funding and creating a 

conducive environment for entrepreneurship to thrive. Furthermore, lessons learned from 

successful entrepreneurship education programmes in Nigeria emphasize the importance of 

practical training, mentorship, and networking opportunities for students, as well as the need 

for a well-designed curriculum that addresses the needs of the local market. By implementing 

best practices and lessons learned from successful programmes, Nigeria can revitalize its 

entrepreneurship education and achieve sustainable community economic development. 
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Recommendations 
Based on the discussion above, the following recommendations are made for 

revitalizing entrepreneurship education for sustainable community economic development in 

Nigeria: 

1. Increase funding: The government and private sector should increase funding for 

entrepreneurship education programmes in Nigeria to improve their quality and availability. 

Funding can be used to train more instructors, upgrade facilities, and provide resources to 

students. 

2. Enhance collaboration between academia and industry: Collaboration between 

academia and industry can help to develop relevant and practical curricula that meet the 

needs of the local market. This can be achieved through partnerships, internships, and 

mentorship programmes. 

3. Promote research and innovation: Entrepreneurship education programmes should 

encourage research and innovation, as this can help students to develop innovative solutions 

that can contribute to sustainable community economic development. 

4. Provide mentorship and networking opportunities: Mentorship and networking 

opportunities can help students to learn from experienced entrepreneurs, build valuable 

relationships, and access funding and resources. Entrepreneurship education programmes 

should provide these opportunities to their students. 

5. Update curricula: Entrepreneurship education programmes should regularly update 

their curricula to reflect the latest trends and technologies in the industry. This can be 

achieved through continuous training and development of instructors, as well as through 

feedback from industry stakeholders. 

6. Increase access to funding and resources: Entrepreneurship education programmes 

should provide access to funding and resources, such as seed capital, incubators, and business 

development services, to help students start and grow their businesses. 
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