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Abstract
In view of the innovation in the educational sector in Nigeria, there
was need to move from old to new horizons. However, within the
process of transition, there are challenges and prospects, particularly
in the girls’ college E-library in North-central Nigeria. These
challenges are largely responsible for the poor academic performance
of girls at post-primary school level. Philosophical analytical method
was used. The findings reviewed that little attention was given to Elibrary, since there are no refresher courses for the librarians, no
steady energy supply. In view of these, this paper recommended that,
refresher courses be organized for librarians and improve the power
supply to ensure effective functional E-library in girls’ colleges
particularly in the North-central Nigeria.
Key words: horizons and E- library.

The theme of June 15, 2014 summit on the African child day, “A Child
Friendly Quality, Free and Compulsory for all Children in Africa,” offers one
opportunity to reflect on the situation of basic education in Nigeria in general and
Northern Nigeria in particular. According to UNICEF Nigeria report of (2014), Nigeria
has 10.5 million out-of school children, the highest number in the world (followed by
Pakistan). About 60% of those children are girls and most of them live in the northern
part of the country.
Almost one (1) out every three (3) primary age children is out of school, and
roughly one (1) out of four (4) junior secondary age children is out of school. Due to
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security challenges, numerous children currently have no access to basic schools in the
north. For some reasons among others, many parents are unwilling to enroll their
children or are withdrawing them already from schools. This gives reasons for the one
of new horizons in accessibility and quality basic education in the north.
The girls education projects implemented by UNICEF in the northern states
with funding from the UK Department for International Displaced People aim is to
enroll an additional one million girls in school by this 2020. This calls for new
horizons to achieve the aims. The federal government stated their determination to
address the issues there is still a long way to go before achieving the sustainable
development goals of Quality universal primary education and the elimination of
gender disparity in schools. There is every need for girl child education particularly in
the northern part of Nigeria - an area infested with violence, thus calling for new
horizons in accessibility and quality education
Violence as obstacles is particularly very severe in the northern states,
particularly in the issues of schools access, fairly and school resources as well as
attitudes towards education. The need for new horizon in education (girl child post
primary education) is eminent since the increasing brazen extremism of Boko Haram,
herdsmen, Islamic militant group that targeted girl education. According to Peter
(2014), the group opposes the western style of education and seeks to relegate women
to domestic the educational he number is servants.
Availability of E-learning facilities is an indication of prospects in education,
though the number is minimal. The question is, how are the few ones operating? Who
managed them? Are they properly staffed to achieve maximum benefits for effective
teaching and learning process? In the north, where there are incessant cases of
insecurity, schools are set ablaze and students abducted, others, for the fear of violence
abstain from western education, what became of the E-library, particularly of the girls
colleges supposing these ugly situation is notably, military taking schools as their
camps, abusing the school facilities including the E-learning building and the poor
supply to run these libraries are not checked, how the new will be?
It is sad to not that more than 2,000 people, many of the female have been
abducted from schools in the north, for example, Chibok girls, Dapchi girls, sending
psychological fear to the minds of the female (girls) students who are the target of the
Boko Haram,and other bandits constitute some challenges to E-learning libraries even
when they are established and properly stocked with enough electronic devices.
There are no doubts, that these unhealthy trends threatened the accessibility of
qualitative education in the North-central. It is on this note that, this paper attempted to
identify the challenges and prospect of E-learning particularly during the period of
transition moving from old to new horizons.
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Classification of Terms
There are some of these concepts that for the fear that they may be wrongly
understood, they are clarified in relation to this context. Horizon as used here means
level, reflecting surface, usually used in measuring attitudes, artificial or false horizon.
There is an old horizon (i.e. educational level in terms of access and Quality that
Nigeria has attained). As a result, the new horizons are the levels somehow distant from
the old horizons in education.
An E-library is a place where books and information materials are kept and
made available to a reader. According to Ugbagir, Demekpe and Abele (2017), a library
is the home for all the inquiry where citizens of all races and ages, creed and political
interest will have knowledge and truth, E-learning library is a library that comprises
both of the audio-visual materials in the transmission of information. The full benefit of
these materials is received when the user implores both listening and viewing skills.
Resources of materials that are audio-visual in nature include television, motion
pictures (sound films), video films and video discs. Advanced Information
Communication Technology (ICT) has provided other audio-visual materials such as
computers, audio compact discs (CCD and Video compact discs (VCD).
Towards Understanding the Transitional Process from Old to New Horizon:
Access to Quality Education
The level of education, from 2012 to 2017 has in a loose sense, on the same
level irrespective of challenges and prospects particularly in the girls child education;
the North-central experience. In the challenges, efforts to understand the transition
process from old horizons to new horizons, one must first of all know the challenges
existing currently. What occasioned this transition is not the ultimate, but the process of
moving from old to new horizons.
Any educational policy that affects the essential element of an existing
educational system follows a process to usher in the new one. It is worthy to note that
in Nigeria or elsewhere, in the world, the last two decades have witnessed special
attention being focused on women and their advancement in all spheres of life. The
United Nations has been at the forefront of the effort to raise the status of women. This
effort require founder- mental shift from the old horizon to the new horizons. This will
be possible if the problem associated with the good use of literature is properly
addressed, within the period the new horizon is assuming shapes.
One of the greatest concerns of Nigeria education is to address the people’s
challenges which are perennial question of standards, at all levels and the role of the
various governments ;federal, state and local governments in the achievement of quality
education. A hard look at the current trends over the last decades in quality evolution
and control lead to some concerns as to where the country (i.e. the current horizons or
the old horizon) where must go, the new horizon in search of minimum standards
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compatible with qualitative girl education particularly in terms of access to quality Elearning in girl colleges.
The Constitution provides for national education centrally to address the
prevailing attitudes and even declared preference today; the Constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria (1988), schedules 111, part 111 make education on the concurrent
legislature subjects, of which any of the governments of the federal may make laws,
UNESCO (2000). Due to the ability to equally and evenly pursue standards with a view
of attending infirmity among the three tiers of government it is possible that the federal
government may attain new horizon in E-learning while the state will still be on the old
horizon as well as the local government. This process is a challenge to the transitional
process.
Challenges Associated with the Transitional process: The Case of E-learning in
the Girl’s Colleges in North-central
The gender disparity in education has been more visible in the northern part of
the country for decades now. The gender gap has remained primarily wide and
proposition of girls to boys in schools ranges from a girl to 2 boys to; 1 to 3 in some
states in the north. Whatever may be the case for their disparity, the difference is so
pronounced that the challenges associated with the transitional process of girl child
education and boy child education cannot be the same. It is in this line that, this paper is
so specific about the girl’s colleges. For instance, in 2009 10 girls enrolment in
government girls’ secondary schools in some state in north central was 41.3%, to
enhance school enrolment. In 2011 the same state governments recruited teachers and
posted them to rural areas with 40% of them being women though, no efforts were
directed towards E-learning, not even the professional librarian to handle the existing
few E-library, in children’s fund (2015).
In other to further ensure that the needs of women were further included as part
of the nation’s development priorities, the national commission for women was created
to formulate a national policy for women and development in 1989. According to
Adebore and Olumukoro (2015), this led to the creation of women education units at
federal and state levels to improve access to education for women and girls at national
and sub national levels.
There are various efforts to check the poor enrolment of girls into the
secondary school, as such, educators, the government and non-governmental
organizations lay emphasis on the enrolment forgetting that the little number enrolled
are not properly taught and are not learning effectively because either there are no
modern E-library or no professionals. It is also noted that, where there are manpower,
there is man to operate them.
The back to school campaign run by UNICEF and the state governments has
had positive results in enrolling over 170,000 children backs, with over 45% of them
being girls. It has made this level of progress as a result of involving key stakeholders,
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using contextual society structures such as traditional and community rulers, informal
education tools such as radio, and extensive monitoring of school attendance through a
strong partnership with sub-national ministries, departments and agencies.
It is sad to note that, of the efforts mentioned above, directly targeted at girls,
no one mention E-library which is also very sensitive in the educational learning
process. If care is not taken, the transition will be completed with the E-learning
relegated to the background.
These other challenges too, if not properly tackled, will be earned over to the next
horizon - be it new horizon. Some of these challenges include:
(i)
Completion rate: While effort was primarily placed on enrolment before, other
issues such as low completion, drops out and transition rate continue to plague the girl
child education, especially in the area of the provision, use and maintenance of the Elibrary.
(ii)
Governance/limited political will: Implementation and ownership by state and
local governments. While some policies are implemented at the federal level, there is a
limited trickledown effect at the local levels. This provides a huge gap that needs to be
filled by the federal government and civil society.
(iii)
Data: Availability of up-to-date disaggregated data acts a barrier for
policymaking, implementation and evaluation. This further brings out the problem of
energy betweens national and local levels of government and even international
development partners.
(iv)
Inequalities: Geographic as well as socio-economic forms of inequalities affect
access to education for girls, particularly accessibility to E-library.
(v)
Access to education for host communities: This was a need identified by
humanitarians in the education needs of girls and boys living in host communities.
The Prospects of Transitional Process; The Case of E-library in Girls’ College in
North-Central
Since Nigeria’s independence in 1960, the government has made concerted
efforts in ensuring her citizens gain access to equality education which include
provision of library and professional libraries. However, the focus on girls’ education
became more documented in the late years. The blue prints on women’s education and
the nomadic education program were both launched in 1986. The blue print of women’s
education was aimed at improving and enhancing education for women.
In addition, further study ensures that, the needs of women includes as part of
the nations development priorities, the natural commission for women was created to
formulate a national policy for women and development. However, the success of this
project can be felt with the increase in the enrolment rate of girls into secondary
schools, particularly girl’s secondary schools, but sad enough, no success was recorded,
or seen in the effectiveness of E-library service. To worsen the situation, few schools,
particularly federal girls’ colleges have these E- libraries but most are poorly managed.
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The gender education program (GEP) which also began in 2004 aims to reduce
the gender disparity through different projects such as the students enrolment,
monitoring and counseling, mother association, teachers development pedagogy
module and Girls Education Movement (GEM). These projects have recorded success
such as the training of stakeholder through the school – based management committee
platforms for monitoring and training of students and the establishment of the mother
association which is a useful platform to mobilize women to take an interest in ensuring
their girls go to school, Dauda (2007). It is a thing of concern, since these efforts
though worthwhile, did not include the role of E-library. These prospective trends did
not solve the pressing need of E-library in learning and teaching of girl child for
maximum benefit.
The national policy on education was created in 2004 and revised in 2007. It
outlines the values of Nigeria and resonates with the fact that, education is a tool
through which Nigeria can developed childhood education which is a key tool for
improving the quality of education for both girls and boys. The national policy on
gender in basic education was launched in 2007, the objectives are to promote equal
access and participation in the basic enrolment of girls and boys, achieve high level of
retention completion and performance rat, advocate for the support of key stakeholders,
enabling environment for planning implementation and achievement of the goals to
support these policy that has not significantly projected the use of E-library in its efforts
towards improving girls child education in Nigeria, and the north central in particular.
The federal government further designed the national framework on girls and women in
Education which was aimed at increasing the quality of education accessible to girls
though often without right techniques and a right based approach.
The right based approach, if implemented will include approaching girl child
education through improved, qualitative education which may also require the
formation of an E-library in girls’ colleges. It is also worthy to learn that, between 2014
and 2015, when most of these policies such as the national policy on education,
national gender policy, the Universal Basic Education Act, and the National Policy on
gender in Basic Education Act, and the National Gender in Basic Education are
undergoing implementation, the enrolment rate for girls in colleges particularly girls
colleges grew from about 61.47% in 2004 to about 63, 24% in 2015.
However, the enrolment rate took a down turn to about over 62. % in 2017,
due to herdsmen attack on farmers and the incessant cases of abduction of school girls.
It drastically reduced to about 56.7% in the early part of 2018. This could be explained
as a result of the increased attack on farmers believed to be Fulani herdsmen, and
economic crises as well as Nigeria’s dependence on foreign aid for the implementation
of educational projects. However, the enrolment rate may increase the girl child access
to quality E-library as a sure way of learning is evidently drastically insignificant.
While the transitional process moving from old horizons to new horizon
continue to record tremendous prospects in the north-central Nigeria in particular and
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Nigeria in general, the number of out of school children which was near 4 million in
1999 was reduced to over 3.886 million in 2004. However, despite the efforts of the
government through the above – mentioned policies and projects created to support
them, the number of out of school children increased to over 4.07 million girls in 2007
from an estimated 3.88 million in 2008 and reached an alarming rate of 4.97 million in
2010and statistically, 2015 recorded the worst turn up, particularly among girls, World
Bank (2016).
Other prospective steps include the child friendly initiative, federal female
teachers’ scholars’ scheme amongst others, the child rights act was adopted in 2003 by
the Federal Government in 2003 and as by 2011, UNICEF posits that, the Child rights
Act has been adopted in 24 states out of 36 states in Nigeria. From 2010 till date, other
policies and projects to support these policies have been adopted. The safe schools
initiates (SSI) was created in 2014 after the kidnap of over 250 girls in Chiboks, Borno
State, Nigeria. The initiative was initially started with a $10 million donation from
international donors and a counterpart funding of also $10 million from the Federal
Government of Nigeria. Basically, the funding is targeted towards the reconstruction
and rehabilitation of schools, as well as providing safe learning environments for
children, especially girls. These safety measures are said to include their journey to and
from schools as well as within the school environment.
There is no doubt government and non-government organizations, individuals
had oiled the wheels of prospective machineries for girls child education but little is
given to the issue of E-library, most effective means of learning in a globalized world
like ours. Before the new horizon; these odds that plagued the educational sector and
are capable of ruining the system should be addressed with a high sense of urgency.
Conclusion
The clamoring for new horizons in accessibility and quality education in Nigeria is not
just timely but popular for speedy development and the education of the sustainable
development goals in Nigeria. The period of transition from old to new horizons
bedeviled with challenges and prospects. However, from this work, the paper identifies
the challenges, and highlighted the extent of damage during the period of transition and
beyond the period – during the era of the new horizons.
It is an over statement for one to conclude that, within this period (i.e. the period of
transition) there are no prospects, it is established in this paper that, there are prospects
but there are short close upcoming which the paper proffers recommendations in other
to overcome them. Despite the fact, that emphasis is more on E-library, it is still
significant and not out of place to worthy to tackle it on time.
Recommendations
For Nigeria at this trial some period where the federal government is managing high
rate of insecurity and unprecedented sorry state of economy, the need for the girl child
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and countering gender disparity in education is very crucial. In the light of this, the
paper proffers the following
1.
Nigeria government should incentivize girl – child education through the
provision of scholarship around the country. This would help the poor parents and even
those that have to consider ensuring their girl – children access to quality education,
particularly now that there is a clamor for new horizons.
2.
Follow up and implementation is necessary for the Universal Basic Education
Act to be implemented in the country. In as much as the act matters, girl – child
education is mandatory, monitoring and follow –up by the government is important.
Based on the Nigeria context, this will entail strong coordination between the Federal
Ministry of Education and the Federal Ministry of Women Affairs and Social
Development where social work is situated.
3.
The security challenges should also be addressed by prosecuting the
perpetrators and safe measure are to be put in place to gain the trust of the girls and
their parents.
4.
The government should merge policies and politics. The contention of policies
depends on how the people can hold political candidates to their words before and after
they assumed their offices. If the needs of the people are well addressed, and there is a
clear strategy that follows for policy continuation, this will increase the livelihood of a
positive political will towards social issues such as girls’ education.
5.
The establishment of schools and ensuring the enrolment alone is not enough to
access quality education for a girl child particularly now that the educational sector has
kicked-off from old horizons to new horizons. The formation of E-library, properly
stocked and staffed will take the nation to a greater height and even reduce the security
challenges in the country. In view of these, recommendations, it is reasonable to
conclude as follows:
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