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Abstract
People in Africa in general and particularly in Nigeria gives less
attention to language in their policy formation and when attention is
given, it is only paper since the implementation does not always follow.
This is because of their lack of knowledge of the role of language in
teaching and learning even as a medium of communication in every
aspect of life. Therefore, this paper looks at ways of promoting
qualitative language education, such as providing qualified language
teachers, motivating language teachers, infrastructure, re-training of
teachers, conducive teaching and learning environment, quality
teaching materials, natural environment etc. This also discusses the
meaning of promotion and the paper further talks about education. The
paper concludes by making some suggestions on how to promote
qualitative language education in Nigeria such as re-training the
teachers, providing adequate environment for teaching and learning,
provide adequate teaching materials etc.

Language as a concept has been defined by Wallerstain (1953), as more than
just a means communication, because it is a principle source of a group identity and a
variable tact used in the transmission of such identity to other groups of people. This
means that it is the language that one first learns and uses to identify a person or people
as a tribe which helps them to transmit their way of life to their younger generation as
they use it to interact within themselves and with other groups of people.
Dabo (2001) in the same way defines language as a means of communication
within a speech community which helps to sustain relationship with other people. It is a
means of shearing ideas, thought, feelings and experiences using speech sounds and
symbols.
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Language and communication cannot be separated. This is because language is
the principal means of communication. A good knowledge of language makes
communication easy. Language could be written, verbal or non-verbal and must
express exactly what the speaker or writer has in mind to express to the listener or
reader for communication to have taken place.
Crystal (1971) says;
It is impossible to convey a national being of a society without implying the existence
of a language and thinking are so closely related that any study of the former is bound
to be a contribution to our understanding of the human mind.
Crystal sees language as that distinctive, unique element that differentiates man and
human society from other lower animals. Without language, there can be no successful
execution of human activity.
From the beginning, language could be said to be a means of communication,
of social control and variable used for the transmission of a peoples’ cultural identity; it
is used for verbal communication and symbols which only human being have evolved
such language.
Language
Language is described as a vehicle for conveying ideas, a means through which
human beings express their minds and thoughts through vocal sounds and symbols. It is
a psycho-social interactive measure which binds human society together in community
and linguistic groups. It is a signatory of system using vocal sounds as its materials, the
expression of ideas by means of peach sounds combined into words, a system of
arbitrary vocal symbols by means of a sound group co-operates totality of meaningful
utterances in any given society as said by Olasehinde 2009, for example one of the
definitions was made by Crystal (1987) who said that language covers all human
activities and interactions. Language is used in every meaningful human
communication in all linguistics communities.
Education
The word education is very difficult to put down in a single definition
acceptable to every scholar, teachers or all interested in the concept. Education is the
development of man’s state of being, to enable him create and recreate himself Ugwu
(2013) says that, it relates to some sort of processes which a desirable state of mind
develops, man therefore needs education as a lasting solution to the inherent problems
associated with man living in a leviathan lifestyle and the interpretation of situation
from the point of view of unhistorical and unsociological relationship. Education
sharpen man’s inherent potentialities and illuminates his intellectual blindness to focus.
It creates way for human and the structural development of the society Ugwu (2013).
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Language Education
Language education is the teaching and learning of a language Ani (2009). It
also includes the efforts made by a learner to improve his native language. However,
language is an aspect of culture. Hence, every language is rooted in the culture of the
people that has the language, it is used to transmit culture from generation to
generations.
Language is an integral part of man. It surpasses communication and social
interaction. Language influences thoughts and often conditions it also leads to action
which influences conduct. Language education means teaching and learning of a
language. It involves the effort made by a learner to improve his native language.
The culture of any society reflects their values: hence teaching of a language
goes a long way to teach the culture and the value of any society. This means that in
language learning, the learner equally learns the culture and value of the language
Adabanjo (2002). Isabele (2010) argued that the reason for wide speed of western
culture among the indigenous students may be linked to the teaching of English
language in all the schools to the extent of making it compulsory and being an official
medium of instruction. This is because culture is included in language. Since language
education is needed in order to retain the culture, it is instructive to note that the culture
of every society like Nigeria has some values they uphold which include respect for
elders, truthfulness, justices and fairness. When language is taught to the students,
invariably the students will imbibe these values and gradually internalize them which
will help to reduce moral decadence Danga (2013).
Promote
Oxford Learner’s Dictionary sees promoting as helping something to happen or
develop a policy or a thing to move something forward or higher rank; consequently,
the BBC Dictionary sees promotion as help or encouragement to develop and to
succeed. It also means to increase on something: it can also be to give more important
position or rank.
With these definitions promoting is a way of developing the former stage of
something in order to make it well so that it will bring a better output. It means a way
by which one helps some program to succeed by improving the state of the first one
thereby making much increase. When a system or a person is promoted, there is every
tendency that the person will put more effort to increase his capability.
Qualitative
This is how good something is, when we are talking of quantitative, we mean
the quality of something. In this aspect we mean the types of good or to better language
education that will improve teaching and learning thereby making our educational
system a desirable one. When we are promoting qualitative language education we are
improving, helping to increase our educational standard. In so doing we produce
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knowledgeable students that know what they are doing in their area of specialization
that will build and develop our nation.
The Ways of Promoting Qualitative Language Education
A.
Qualified Igbo Teacher
It is believed that no meaningful teaching and learning can take place in Igbo
language class if the subject is not handled by a competent Igbo teacher. For the pupils
to assimilate well, the professional Igbo teacher should teach the subject. It should not
be left for any teacher as the case in our schools today.
According to FRN (2013) no education system can rise above the quality of it’s
teacher. The teacher total effectiveness in the classroom is a function of the training and
exposure he acquired.
Atkale (2009) stated that the quality of a teacher depends on the qualification
or training of the teacher and on the attitude of the teacher to the teaching. He went
further to say that a program that produces excellence and high achievement is taught
by qualified and committed teachers. Adegboye (1997) opines that poor starting with
teachers is a vicious circle. He further said that this will lead to a recast in poor
performance. Also Fafunwa (1979) noted that out of the educational problems faced by
African countries, none was persistent and analysis as the one relating to training of
enough competent teachers.
It is disheartening that the quality of teaching and learning that prevailed in
secondary schools in the years past has reduced drastically and this is revealed by the
achievement of the students at graduation today. In the past qualified, trained
committed and dedicated teachers were interested in good academic performance of
their students but today it is no longer so. Some teachers handling Igbo language in
secondary schools especially junior secondary school today are mismatched, that is,
they are not professionals in it. They just have ideas but not groomed in the mastery of
the subject. This does not help the system. Igbo language needs to be handled by a
specialist. Handling the subject by the specialist will promote the interest of the
students and they will know better. This will also remove the fear that the students have
about the subject. There should be sufficient Igbo language teachers in secondary
schools, to enable the government to achieve her 6-3-3-4 system of education in
Nigeria.
B.

Quality Teaching Materials
Generally, teaching and learning can only be effective with the adequate use of
qualitative teaching materials, gone are the years when teachers depended on only
chalkboard and chalks. Teaching materials are materials which help the Igbo language
teachers in effective teaching to achieve a desire goal. The teaching materials are
important for effective teaching and learning of Igbo language. Drawing or carved
objects which are representations of real objects should be provided in our Igbo
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resource rooms to promote the teaching of Igbo language. Danmola (1992) talked of the
influence of teachers and use of teaching aids in Secondary schools students’
performance in integrated science. She concluded that students performed better if
teaching aids are used for teaching.
Igbo language museums are needed in our secondary schools for effective Igbo
teaching. Museum is necessary and not a luxury, in order to bring Igbo language to
students but not the other way round. A museum should contain the following: artifacts,
masquerades, Igbo traditional wears, ofo, beads, object of worship, musical
instruments, Igbo traditional cooking utensils etc.
The use of the museum makes Igbo language learning exciting, interesting
and meaningful to the students. The following are the aims of teaching Igbo in a
museum:
i.
To let children think for themselves
ii.
To let them see and discover things themselves
iii.
To give them the knowledge they needed because “what I hear I forget, what I
see, I remember and what I do, I understand”.
However, on no ground should teaching materials be used to replace the teacher
concerning this, Anne (1974) cautioned that;
i.
Teaching materials must be seen as aids to teaching and not a substitute for
teaching.
ii.
That teaching materials must not teach to entertain.
iii.
They should be used for teaching and learning and not as decorative items in
the classroom.
iv.
That they must be used for definite purposes.
In line with the above, we can see that teaching materials play important role in
teaching and learning process. Thus, teachers should endeavor to prepare appropriate
learning aids for their lessons.
C.

Motivation
Motivation is derived from the Latin term motives’ (a moving cause) which
suggests the activity properties of the processes involved in psychological motivation
(encyclopedia Britannica 2003: p 436)
Many schools have attempted defining the concept. Akison (1964) said that
motivation is the arousal of tendency to act, to produce one or more effects. Farrants
(1980) opined that motivation is that which causes us to act. His assertion sees
motivation as a force that drive individuals to action.
Much more explanatory is the opinion of Harold (1982) he sees motivation as a
hypothetical construct that we infer from a person’s behavior in a particular
environment.
A pertinent question to ask as regard the subject matter of this paper is, how
does motivation influence academic, self improvement and educational status?
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D.

Environment
Bremback (1971), saw environment as a the system of education, the methods
of teaching, the types of curriculum, the training and personality of teachers, the
attitudes of parents, the security within the home, the placement of a given child within
the family sequence, the size of the child in relation to other children in the
neighborhood, the socio-economic status of the family, the type of housing, nutrition,
climate, illness and thousands of other factors, All these according to him “constitute
the environment of an individual and is influential to his academic development.”
Socio-economic growth and job efficiency, He went further to say that the socioeconomic growth and intellectual development resulted from the interaction of the
above variables which are born out of environmental influences.
Philip (1961) defines the environment as “the surrounding” conditions,
influences, or forces that influence or modify as a whole complex climate and biotic
factors that act upon an organism or an ecological community and ultimately its form
and survival. Philips opinion does not differ from that of Brembeck. In fact it seems as
if motivation and environment act as a kind of arousal of tendency to act and to produce
one or more effects that are positive to teaching and learning or otherwise.
From the foregoing therefore, it is possible to think that about the concept of
motivation and environment in promoting qualitative language education as a means of
enhancing better academic and language education because an individual in a restricted
environment may suffer from lack of growth and efficient development.
E.

Re-training of Teachers
This is where a teacher is exposed to a course to enable them to be acquainted
to the new innovation in his or her area of specialization. In this way, they can organize
workshops, seminars for them or send them to in-service training. It can help to
facilitate their ability on how to use modern technologies like ICT and modern teaching
materials and teaching methods.
F.

Infrastructure
These are facilities needed in learning language education. The government
should provide buildings that will accommodate the number of learners, not that some
will be outside under the trees with sun scorching them there. I wonder how they will
be able to learn in this atmosphere, secondly there are no enough seats for the learners
to sit comfortably. In some of our schools, some students sit on the floor and keep their
books on the floor to write. That is why when you see the pupils and students, they will
look very dirty and you cannot even touch their books. In some schools teachers don’t
have seat, they sit on the window and how can you expect teaching and learning to be
conducive.
There should be adequate classrooms in our schools, in most classes there are
about hundred pupils in a class with only one teacher managing the class. Most a times,
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they combine class together i.e primary one and two, three and four or five and six and
it will also be one teacher that will teach them. Most of the buildings are dilapidated
with the roofs licking and the walls felled off. So to improve qualitative language
education, the schools should be taken care of.
G.
Natural Environment
This means the language learners should go to the towns or environment of the owners
of the language he/she wants to acquire, and learn their culture which also make them
to see things themselves in a real life situation, i.e if one is studying Igbo language
he/she should go to any of the states in Igbo land and interact with them to know what
somethings are, do certain things with them, from there he/she will know how, why and
when do certain things. This can be called aculturization.
Conclusion and Suggestions
Hence language is the most important factor at all levels of education. There is
no substitution of language in education process. This paramount position of language
education, makes it necessary for every educational system for nation building to have
experts in the language of instruction so that Igbo teachers will be proficient and give a
qualitative language education.
The government should give room for the re-training of teachers, provided
adequate environment for the learners, make teaching materials available and Igbo
language teachers should be motivated all the time. If all these are provided, they will
help in promoting qualitative language education in Nigeria.
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