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Abstract

This paper investigated the effect of role-playing on pupils' writing skills in
childhood education in Cross River State, Nigeria. The research design employed
was pretest-posttest control quasi-experimental. The multi-stage random sampling
technique was used to select 41 primary 5 pupils for the 2020/2021 session in two
intact classes of two selected primary schools. The writing Ability Test (WAT), used
as Pre-Test (PREWAT) and Post-Test (POSTWAT), was developed by the
researcher and validated by experts. The reliability coefficient of the instrument
obtained was determined using the Kuder-Richardson formula 20 (KR-20) after
subjecting the instruments to a trial test of 20 primary five pupils who are not part
of the sample for the study but have relevant qualities as those in the study. The
reliability coefficient is 0.79 obtained. Two hypotheses were formulated and tested
at a 0.5 level of significance. The pretest was administered to subjects in both
groups to determine pupils' writing skills. The control group was taught writing
skills for three weeks using only the conventional method, while the experimental
group was also taught writing skills for three weeks with a role-play learning
strategy. After the third week, POSTWAT was given to each participant. The
analytical findings showed a substantial difference between the mean performance
of students who were taught writing skills using the role-playing approach and
those who were taught using the conventional way.The study also shows no
significant difference between the performance scores of male and female pupils
taught writing skills using the role-play teaching method. It was therefore
recommended, amongst others, that role-play instructional methods be adopted in
childhood education to improve the acquisition of writing skills among pupils.
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Introduction

Writing is one of the learning skills essential in a child's educational development.
However, it has been observed that most pupils in primary schools lack these learning skills.
This is expressed in most pupils' inability to write well, speak fluent English, read
effectively, and count efficiently. Many pupils do not have print awareness, letter
recognition skills, photo-phonemic awareness skills, sight word recognition skills, or
comprehension skills. This manifests seriously in most of them not doing well. It is common
to see pupils in primary six from public schools who cannot read effectively or write with
clarity and precision. A host of them can neither write a standard letter nor express
themselves in good English. The effect of this problem is that most of the pupils are not
successful in academics. Poor writing skills among pupils have heightened examination
malpractice at this fundamental level of education. . Children are frequently identified as
having a learning impairment in written expression when mastering writing skills become an
overwhelming challenge for them (Mark, 2012).

The ability to write well enables students to express their thoughts and feelings,
construct strong arguments from their knowledge and beliefs, and convey meaning through
well-written text. Children's writing progresses from the earliest simple sentences to
complex stories and essays as they learn the writing process and build new skills on top of
honed ones. Each year, as the students' writing abilities increase, so do their spelling,
vocabulary, grammar, and organizational skills. However, this skill fusion is a highly
difficult process, and few people have these talents developed fast. Play can be used to
develop pupils' capacity to learn independently. According to Ajaja (2009), play as a method
is a learning strategy that pupils find helpful in understanding complex ideas and clarifying
ambiguous relationships. It serves as a strategy to help learners organize their cognitive
frameworks into more powerful integrated patterns. According to Obe (2010), pupils
motivated to learn through role-playing tend to study happily, frequently, and more
efficiently. This helps to promote pupils' understanding and writing skills. However,
Gallimore (2015) found that the interest of pupils in any subject due to the role-play method
could positively or negatively affect pupils' academic performance. Foss (2016) also found
that interest aroused through play could influence how well pupils adjust and behave in the
classroom, thus promoting or hindering writing skills. Akintoge and Shotuu (2012) observed
that pupils' performance in terms of writing skills is related to the formation of interest in
learning and the role-play method. Hence poor attitude to any subject before learning will
lead to poor performance. In a similar vein, Hurlock (2008) said that when given the
freedom to choose, people are motivated by their interests, which arise from the role-playing
approach of instruction. A person is only interested in something when he/she sees that such

The Intuition, Volume 10 No. 1, May, 2023  ISSN 2276 - 9692 2



Role Play Instructional Method and Pupils' Writing Skills in Childhood Education in Cross
River State, Nigerian - Ushinyin Josephine Undie

a thing will benefit him. The interest provides pupils with strong motivation for writing
skills. According to Eklova, llona, and Brno (2017). Play-based learning approaches
improve learning outcomes. The environment is a significant starting point as it plays a
crucial role in supporting and extending children's learning and development in learning
skills.

Castillo, Davila, Sanchez, and Amazonas (2012) and Ramirez and Tarapoto (2010),
in their separate study on the effect of the play method and learning approach of pupils,
found a significant influence of the playmethod on writing skills among the pupils. Forero
and Bogota (2013), in research tofind the solution to the problem of using Spanish most of
the time in English classes because of the level of the learners and their age which does not
allow communication in English, found that the implementation of the role-play method can
be successful if it is used as a strategy for English classes which may help to improve pupils
writing skills. Kingsley (2016) conducted a study on the usefulness of role-play methods in
pupils writing skills in Kano state, whose prime objective was to investigate whether role-
play activities contribute to developing pupils' writing skills in classroom learning and found
a significant influence of role-play methods on writing skills.Aba (2017) researched the role
of the role-play technique to encourage pupils to develop learning skills in Zamfara State
and found experimental group performed better in writing skills than those that usedthe
traditional method. The findings showed that the role-play teaching method significantly
influenced pupils' writing skills.Chuke (2016) examined the effect of role-playing on pupils'
learning of English skills in Ogun State, andthe role-play teaching method significantly
influenced pupils' writing skills.

Rao and Stupans (2012) examined the effect of the play teaching method on pupils'
development of learning skills in Zaria. The analysis using Analysis of Covariance showed a
significant influence of the play teaching method on writing skills. The three key learning
areas of emotional, cognitive, and behavioural learning are all successfully addressed by
role-playing in the classroom (Maier, 2002; Rao & Stupans, 2012). Students learn empathy
and perspective-taking skills by being forced to play the part of someone else.The learner
may become more self-aware and reflective as a result of this (Westrup & Planander, 2013;
Sogunro, 2004). It is simpler for students to learn when they apply the abilities they have
learned in theory since doing so strengthens their cognitive connections to the subject.
therefore honing their writing abilities. Finally, employing role-playing as a teaching
strategy enables students to alter their behaviour and use excellent practices in authentic
situations.

Men's and women's roles that are based on societal or cultural norms are referred to
as gender. But when we talk about sex, we mean the biological variations between men and
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women. As a result, the majority of individuals concur that gender-based learning
differences rather than biological disparities are caused by the socialization and
culturalization of the person (Feldstein & Jiggins, 1994). Jeanette Skoglund English's
Gender Differences in the Role-Play of Male and Female Characters' Language in World of
Warcraft was the subject of a 2016 monograph by the same name. The study utilized the
pretest-posttest experimental design. The study's findings revealed that the role-play teaching
method significantly influenced pupils' learning skills based on gender. Udo (2015)
conducted an experimental design based on gender differences to prove the usefulness of
role-play in pupils' learning skills in Ogun state, whose prime objective was to investigate
whether a difference exists between male and female pupils in learning skills when applying
role-play activities to developing pupils skills in classroom learning. The result shows a
significant gender difference in role-play methods on learning skills.

Corneliussen (2018) researched and applied the role-play technique to encourage
pupils to develop learning skills in Zamfara State. The finding shows a significant difference
in male and female pupils learning skills based on role-playing teaching methods. Yebe
(2013) applied the role-playing strategy to enhance learner skills in English in Yobe State
and found that role-play teaching methods significantly influence pupils' learning skills
based on gender in favour of male pupils.

Statement of Problem

It has been observed that some pupils have one difficulty or the other in writing.
This is seen in their inability to construct proper sentences and write legibly. This may be
due to ineffective teaching methods used by the teachers, which adversely impact pupils'
writing skills. It is on this note that this research was conducted.

Research Questions

The following questions were posed to guide the study.

i What difference exists in the mean performance score of pupils taught writing skills
using the role-play teaching method and those taught using the traditional method?

ii. To what extent do male and female pupils taught writing skills using the role-play
method differ in their mean performance score?

Research Hypotheses

At a significance threshold of 0.05, the following null hypotheses were developed and tested.
i The average performance of students who learned writing skills through role-playing
and those who learned them through traditional methods did not differ significantly.
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ii. Gender does not significantly influence pupils' performance in writing skills when
taught using the role-play teaching method.

Materials and Methods

Research Design

The research design adopted was a pretest-posttest control group quasi-experimental design.
Two intact classes were assigned to the Control group (C) and the Experimental group (E).

Sample and Sampling Procedure

The five-year-olds in public primary schools in Cross River State were the study's target
demographic. Multi-stage random sampling technique was employed during sampling. The
coeducational schools were selected from the study area, and two schools were later
randomly selected. An entire class was randomly selected from each of the two schools. One
of the intact classes was randomly selected to serve as the experimental group, while the
other was the control group. The sample for this study consisted of 41 primary five pupils, of
which 21 were females while 20 were male and 19 were from the experimental group,
while 22 were from the control group.

Instrumentation

The Writing Ability Test (WAT), which served as a pre-test, was the tool utilized to gather
data (PREWAT).The POSTWAT was used to determine achievement after treatment. The
researcher developed the Writing Ability Test (WAT). The writing ability test aims to find
out the pupils' ability to express themselves meaning fully through writing. In testing pupils'
ability in writing, teachers copy comprehension text on the board and ask the pupils to copy
the given comprehension text on the board. The researcher, with the help of research
assistants, rated the pupils' writing ability based on the following areas: line spacing, the
letter written, and speed based on a 4 Likert Scale of No Help Needed (NHN)=4 points,
Little Help Needed(LHN)=3 points, Moderate Help Needed (MoHN)=2 points and Much
Help Needed (MuHN)=1 point. The total points were computed using simple percentages
and entered for pupils' speaking skills. The test (WAT) was subjected to face and content
validity. To ensure the reliability of the instrument (WAT), a pilot study was done. The
reliability coefficient obtained using the Kuder-Richardson formula 20 (KR—20) was 0.79.

Administration of the Instrument
The research assistants, the English Studies teachers in the sampled schools, were trained by
the researcher on how the teaching was to be carried out. A pretest PREWAT was
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administered to subjects in both groups to rate pupils' ability in writing skills. The control
group was taught writing skills for three weeks using only the conventional method, and the
experimental group was taught writing for three weeks with role-play learning strategies. All
of the patients received the POSTWAT after three weeks. To assess students' writing skills,
POSTWAT was administered two weeks later.

Results
The result of the analysis is presented in Tables 1 & 2. The hypotheses were tested at a .05
significance level.

Hypothesis one: There is little distinction between the mean performance of pupils taught
writing skills using the role-play teaching method and those taught using the traditional
method. The independent variable in this hypothesis is the role-play learning strategy, while
the dependent variable is the pupils' writing skills. A one-way Analysis of Covariance
(ANCOVA) was adopted, and the result is presented in Table 1.

Table 1: One-way Analysis of Covariance (ANCOVA) on the effect of the role-play teaching
method
on pupils' writing skills

Source Type 111 Sum of Df Mean Square F Sig.  Partial

Squares Eta
Square
d

Corrected Model 4.156a 2 2.078 4,377 .019 187

Intercept 45.414 1 45.414 95.665 .000 716

Pretest 391 1 391 .824 370 .021

Treatment 3.891 1 3.891 8.197 .007 A77

Error 18.039 38 475

Total 4511.000 41

Corrected Total 22.195 40

a. R-value =.432, R Squared = .187 (Adjusted R Squared = .144)
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Table 1 summarises the one-way ANCOVA on students' achievement in WPAT. The result
revealed a significant difference between the mean performance of pupils taught writing
skills using the role-play teaching method and those taught using the traditional
method.(F=8.197, p=.007). Therefore, the null hypothesis (Hol) was rejected, and the
alternative hypothesis was accepted. The result also shows the partial Eta squared estimate,
which measures the effect size of .177. This implies that treatment accounted for 17.7
percent of the variance observed in the post-test scores of the influence of role-play
learning strategy on pupil writing. The R-value of .432 shows a positive relationship
between the variables, resulting in an R-squared value of .187. This suggested that about
18.7 percent of the variation in the dependent variable (pupils' writing) can be accounted for
by pretest.

Hypothesis two: Gender does not significantly influence pupils' performance in writing
skills when taught using the role-play teaching method. The independent variable in this
hypothesis is gender, while the dependent variable is pupil writing skills. A one-way
Analysis of Covariance (ANCOVA) was adopted, and the result is presented in Table 2.

Table 2: One-way Analysis of Covariance (ANCOVA) of the influence of gender on pupils'
writing using the role-play teaching method (N=19)

Source Type 1l Sum Df Mean Square F Sig. Partial Eta
of Squares Squared

Corrected Model .297a 2 .148 .488 .622 .058
Intercept 27.607 1 27.607 90.866 .000 .850
Pretest 128 1 128 420 526 .026
Gender 157 1 157 517 483 .031
Error 4.861 16 304

Total 2217.000 19

Corrected Total 5.158 18

a. R Squared = .058 (Adjusted R Squared = -.060)

Table 2 shows the summary of the one-way ANCOVA achievement means a score of male
and female pupils exposed to different treatments. The aforementioned results demonstrated
that, at 0.05 alpha levels, there is no statistically significant difference between the mean
scores of male and female students (F=.517; p=.483). Because there was no discernible
difference in the mean score between male and female students who received writing
instruction using a role-playing learning technique, the null hypothesis was not rejected.
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Discussion

The finding of the first hypothesis revealed a significant difference between the
mean performance of pupils taught writing skills using the role-play teaching method and
those taught using the traditional method. The ability to write well enables students to
express their thoughts and feelings, develop strong arguments from their knowledge and
beliefs, and transmit meaning via well-written writing. The finding agrees with Ajaja (2009),
who sees role play as a learning strategy that pupils find helpful in understanding complex
ideas and clarifying ambiguous relationships. It serves as a strategy to help learners organize
their cognitive frameworks into more powerful integrated patterns. The finding is in line
with Obe (2010), who stated that pupils motivated to learn through the role-play method
tend to study happily, frequently, and more efficiently. This helps to promote pupils'
understanding and writing skills. However, Gallimore (2015) found that the interest of pupils
in any subject due to the role-play method could positively or negatively affect pupils'
academic performance. The finding aligns with Foss (2016), who found that role-play
influences how well pupils adjust and behave in the classroom. Castillo, Davila, Sanchez,
and Amazonas (2012) and Ramirez and Tarapoto (2010), in their separate study on the
effect of the play method and learning approach of pupils, found a significant influence of
the play method on writing skills among the pupils. Kingsley (2016) conducted a study on
the usefulness of role-play methods in pupils writing skills in Kano state and found a
significant influence of role-play methods on writing skills. Aba (2017) researched the role
of the role-play technique to encourage pupils to develop learning skills in Zamfara State
and found experimental group performed better in writing skills than those that used the
traditional method. The findings showed that the role-play teaching method significantly
influenced pupils' writing skills. Chuke (2016) examined the effect of role-playing on pupils'
learning of English skills in Ogun State and found that role-play teaching methods
significantly influence pupils writing skills. Rao and Stupans (2012) examined the effect of
the play teaching method on pupils' development of learning skills in Zaria. The analysis
using Analysis of Covariance showed a significant influence of the play teaching method on
writing skills.

The result of the second hypothesis revealed that gender does not significantly
influence pupils' performance in writing skills when taught using the role-play teaching
method. The finding is contradicted by Mondor (2016), who examined Gender differences in
role-play of male and female Characters' Language in World of Warcraft by Jeanette
Skoglund English and found that role-play teaching method significantly influenced pupils'
learning skills based on gender. The finding also contradicted the finding of Udo (2015),who
conducted an experimental design based on gender differences to prove the usefulness of
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role-play in pupils' learning skills in Ogun state and found a significant gender difference in
role-play methods on learning skills. The finding contradicted the finding of Corneliussen
(2018),who researched and applied the role-play technique to encourage pupils to develop
learning skills in Zamfara State and found a significant difference in male and female pupils'
learning skills based on role-play teaching methods. The finding disagreed with the finding
of Yebe (2013), who applied the role-playing strategy to enhance learner skills in English in
Yobe State and found that role-play teaching methods significantly influence pupils learning
skills based on gender in favour of male pupils.

Conclusion

A considerable difference exists between the mean performance of students taught
writing skills using the role-play teaching approach and those taught using the traditional
method, according to the study's findings, which led to the conclusion that. also, gender does
not significantly influence pupils' performance in writing skills when taught using the role-
play teaching method. Role play is a teaching method that serves as a strategy to help
learners organize their cognitive frameworks into more powerful integrated patterns. Role-
play learning strategies reduce tension (anxiety) and lack of interest but generate fun in the
classroom, making the lesson enjoyable. This helps to promote pupils' understanding and
writing skills.

Recommendations

The following suggestions have been made in light of the study's findings.

i).The role-play instructional method should be adopted in primary schools to improve the
acquisition of writing skills.

ii) Teachers should properly plan and organize role-play teaching methods to ensure the
expected result of high performance without minding the challenges associated with using
the learning techniques.

iii) More attention should be given to pupils irrespective of gender to sustain their interest as
this will lead to improvement of learning skills.
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