LANGUAGE LABORATORY AND STUDENTS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE IN JUNIOR
SECONDARY FRENCH AMONG PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN

PORT HARCOURT METROPOLIS
Edna Ngozi Ogu

Abstract

The poor performance of junior secondary students and the lack of’ interest in French
language is a major concern to this research. Thus, this study is geared towards investigating
the influence of the French language laboratory on junior secondary school students” academic
performance in French. One Research question was developed to give a direction to the
problem under study and one hypothesis was formulated to focus on the problem. The Quasi —
experimental design was used for the study. The population for the research was all public and
private junior secondary schools in Port Harcourt metropolis. Using the Purposive sampling
technique, 2 Juniors Secondary Schools were selected, one public and one private and their
121 students consisted, the sample for the study. The instruments used for the study was the
French Achievement Test (FAT).To analyze the data, the t-test was employed. Alfa level was
set at 0.05 level of significance. The analysis showed that students’ academic performance in
French is significantly influenced by the use of Language Laboratory. Based on the findings, it
was recommended among others that Government should provide Language Laboratory in
both Primary and Secondary Schools.
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Introduction
Background To The Study

French, an official language spoken in many international places around the world, has
been approved, accepted, and adopted by the Nigerian government as a subject of study in the
school curriculum. Affirming, Oyetunde 2006, as cited in the Article 2 of French constitution says,
French which is an official language in France and other francophone countries is the second
official language in Nigeria. Talking about languages, Busayo Tomoh (2018) writes, Language is
present in all areas of our lives and indispensable, it serves as a means of identification and
communication among various groups. It is a great tool for the bond between people of different
cultures and beliefs. It is beautiful and interesting as well.

Learning the French language can be very beneficial to students and individuals. Beside
personal satisfaction, the French language is very crucial for school, the trade industry, the
economy of the nation as well as work, in areas of teaching, interpretation, and translation.

In Nigeria, today, French is taught in all primary and secondary schools due to its
importance and benefits especially as a globally accepted language. The main philosophy of the
French curriculum is to provide the Nigerian youth with the necessary competence to enable him
use the “French language as a veritable tool to self-expression in relevant circumstances, for self-
enlightenment and value re-adjustment”. (NERDC, 2007).
> The specific objective of the French curriculum is for the student to build on the skills
acquired in junior secondary level in order to widen his knowledge of French and the francophone
world in terms of cultural practices, socio-economic organization and political life.
> To stimulate interest in using French creatively and imaginatively.
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> To identify his appreciation of the structure of the French language to relate to that of his
mother tongue and English.

»  Achieve competence in adopting French to social contexts and demands.

> Discover the place of French in career choice and development in science and technology as
it relates to life and living.

For these objectives to be achieved French language teaching would have to be made more
attractive and interesting to students. According to Gredler 2007, the method for transmitting
language skill has remained too theoretical and devoid, and the use of technology to stimulate the
learner’s interest and sustain their necessary skills is required. Learning French language therefore
without interest and satisfaction can affect student’s academic performance.

What then is academic performance? Academic performance is the measurement of
student achievement across various academic subjects. Teachers and education officials typically
measure achievement using classroom performance, graduation rates and result from standardized
tests. According to Wikipedia, academic performance is the outcome of education, the extent to
which a student, teacher, or institution has achieved their educational goal and objectives. To this
effect, teaching of French needs to be effective and enjoyable.  This issue of making French
language attractive and interesting has long been a problem that needs urgent attention. Teachers
have a duty to make French language learning in our schools to be inspiring. Learning French
language without interest and satisfaction can affect a student’s academic performance.

The Government of Nigeria has tried to promote the learning of French language through
various means. However, there is one major issue which this Government has failed to address.
This is the language laboratory (laboratories de langue).

French is a technical language and also not an official language in Nigeria, therefore for
students to be interested to learn, they need to be motivated. According to the oxford advanced
learners dictionary, Language Laboratory is a room in a school or college that contains special
equipments to help students learn foreign languages by listening to tapes, CDs, watching of videos
or DVDs recording themselves etc. Wikipedia puts it this way; a language laboratory is a dedicated
space for learning, where students access audio or visual materials. Language laboratory allows a
teacher to listen to, and manage student’s audio, which is delivered to individual students through
headsets or in isolated sound booths. As Webster English dictionary puts it, a language laboratory
is a classroom equipped with tape recorders or computers where people can practice listening to
and learning foreign language.

According to Thailand and Wilson (2007), the language laboratory is very useful for
assessing students speech. It provides students with the technical tools to get the best samples of
the pronunciation of the target language. In furtherance, Richards (2001) said that, to acquire the
sensibility of the sounds and rhythm of a language, one has to hear the best samples of all spoken
language.

Language laboratory among other facilities is very important in the effective
implementation of the French language curriculum in Nigeria (Adebayo 2007). This view was
further stressed by Mambo (2004) who described the language laboratory as one of the foundation
of language teaching.

The language laboratory gives every learner the freedom to learn at their own pace. It does
not require the teacher’s presence at all times. It is generally equipped with analog and digital
hardware and software (tape recorders, video cassette recorders and computers). It provides
practice in listening, comprehension, speaking (listening and repeat), with the goal
of reinforcing the grammar, vocabulary and function (grammatical structures) presented in class.
Alufohai, Peace Joan, & Aziegbe, Mabel (2016).

Teachers can however render assistance to students individually or collectively. It is an
environment designed to enhance foreign language skills.. Attesting to this, D.V.K., Mahesh wan,
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(2016), writes, the language laboratory is a very helpful | tool for practicing and assessing ones
speech in any language. In the view of Vander plank, (2014) in the 21* century language
laboratory, teacher’s control or track students work. There is an easy access to integrate audios and
videos and students can record their voices and also play back the recordings at home to check and
correct errors in pronunciation.

Walker and White, (2013) introduced a term Technology Enhanced Language Learning
(TELL) since computers are not only component for language labs.  Adewumi, (2010), evaluates
the use of computer in French language programmers in llorin high school to determine its
relevance and suitability. This is also in line with the findings of Abdelaziz Mohammed, (2017),
who carried out a research on the usefulness of language laboratory in teaching English language
to Saudi students in Albaba University, it was discovered that using language laboratory was very
effective in teaching listening and mastering better features of speaking. = Amina Adamu,
Mustapha Mukhtar Umar, (2018), also confirmed this, as they carried out a case study on the role
of language laboratory in teaching languages in Bayero University Kano, the findings reveals that
those students thought in the language laboratory could use the correct pitch better than those
thought in the classroom. Also in agreement is Alufohia et al, (2016), whose findings showed that
student’s academic level in French is significantly influenced by the use of language laboratory
after they carried out a research on the influence of the French language laboratory on students
academic achievement in French, using students in public secondary school in Oredo Local
Government area of Edo State.

Language Lab

An example of a Computer Assisted Language Laboratory (CALL)—the language
materials are already fed into the system. It helps the teacher to give practical such
as repeated drills, reading, writing, speaking and listening.(retrieved from
http;//www.slcr.wsu.edu/language-lab.)

Statement of the Problem

French is a subject of study in both junior and senior secondary schools in Nigeria. Right
from its inclusion into the senior secondary school curriculum, the teaching and learning of French
language has faced tremendous setbacks probable as a result of the teaching methods or styles
teachers employ to teach the language. The question on the mind of many language teachers is
why do students in junior secondary school show no interest in whatsoever in learning the French
language. This is a serious problem as some students who leave junior secondary school, do so
with little or no interest to offer the French language as a subject in senior secondary school. Those
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who do would end up probably not offering French as a subject in WAEC exams. The resultant
effect of this is that the Universities will definitely turn out very few French graduates which
would mean inadequate number of French teachers to teach French in our schools. To bridge this
cap, the researcher has resolved to carry out a study on language laboratory and its efficacy in
enhancing junior secondary student’s academic performance in French language using the
computer assisted language laboratory.

Research Question
Does French language laboratory influence students’ academic performance in French
language in junior secondary schools in Port Harcourt metropolis?

Hypothesis
There is no significant influence of the French language laboratory on the academic
performance of students in French language.

Methodology
The design of the study is the pre-test control group quasi- experimental design. This is
diagrammatically represented by table one below.

Table 1: Diagrammatic Representation of Research Design

Group Pre-test Language Classroom Post-test
laboratory teaching
Exp. group A X X X X
Control Group B X - X X

The population and sampling of study comprises of all public and private secondary schools
in Port Harcourt metropolis of Rivers State.

There are thirty (30) public secondary schools and 1,415 private secondary schools in Port
Harcourt metropolis. Port Harcourt metropolis is made up of 13 zones. Using the purposive
sampling techniques, two secondary schools, 1 public secondary school and 1 private secondary
school were selected. In the private school there is a language laboratory while the public schools
have no language laboratory. 68 students were used from the public secondary school and 53
students were used from the private secondary schools making a total of 121 students. These
numbers were used due to the type of research design adopted (quasi-experimental) hence intact
classes were used.

The differences in the pre-test scores of the two schools are shown in table 2 below:

Table 2: Distribution of Subjects

Schools Exp. Group A Control Group B
A 53 -
B - 68

Table 3: Pre- treatment achievement of Group A&B

Groups N Mean SD Mean Difference
A 53 6.62 3.94
B 68 5.23 6.63 1.39

Nigerian Academic Forum, Volume 29 No 1, June, 2022. ISSN: 1596-3306



Language Laboratory And Students Academic Performance In Junior Secondary French Among Private
And Public Schools In Portharcourt Metropolis

The pre-treatment mean scores of Group A and B are 6.62 and 5.23 respectively the
research took note of the mean difference in scores.

Instrument for Data Collection

The instrument for data collection was titled French Achievement Test (FAT). It was made
up of one section of thirty questions. Students were expected to supply the answers to fill in the
blank space. French Achievement Test (FAT), was developed by the researcher to measure the
students’ ability or knowledge of French Language. The close test procedure was used to measure
French Achievement Test (FAT).

The close passage was used from students JSS Il French Text Book in order to test the (students)
language competence.

In preparing the close passage, nothing was deleted from the first sentence and the last
sentence of the passage, but counting from the first word in the second sentence, every seventh
word in the entire passage was deleted. In this study, thirty blank spaces were created in the test
and were scored by exact word method. The test-retest method of establishing reliability was used
to establish (two weeks interval) and the reliability estimated yielded 0.79 which shows the
instrument is reliable.

Procedure

The French teachers in the two schools, public and private secondary schools used for this
study were approached through their principals. The reason for the study was made known to the
teachers. The teachers therefore assisted the researchers in administering the achievement test to
their students. The duration of the test was for thirty minutes. At the end, the instruments were
collected, scored and analyzed.

Data Analysis and Findings
The statistical tool utilized in analyzing data in this study is the t-test. T-test was used to
compare the post — test achievement score of Groups A and B.

Hypothesis
There is no significant difference between the performance of students who were thought
using language laboratory and the students who were not thought using language laboratory.

Table 4: Comparison of post — test score of Groups A and B. t-test analysis of students taught
using language laboratory and students taught in the classroom.

Groups N Mean Mean SD T-cal P. value
Difference

Group 53 9.234 6.19

A 3.045 8.4 .001

Group 68 6.189° 4.78

B

The above table indicates the achievement mean score of each group.
Key:
Group A = Private school students taught in the classroom and the language laboratory.
Group b = Pubic school students taught in the classroom only.
The above result indicates that students taught in the language laboratory and classroom rank
higher in effectiveness with a mean score of 9.234 students taught in the classroom only had a
mean of 6.189. The table shows a (t-test) value of 8.4 and a P-value of 0.001, test at alpha level of
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0.05, the P-value is less than the alpha value and T-value of 8.4 >P value of 0.001. Thus, null
hypothesis which states that there is no significant influence of French language is rejected.
Consecutively, there is a significant difference between the students taught in the laboratory and
classroom to that of those taught in the classroom only.

The students taught in the laboratory cum classroom achieved better in French language
that those taught only in the classroom. Therefore, the language laboratory is an important factor in
the effective learning of French language a look at the study also indicates that at the beginning of
the experiment, (Pre-test) students mean score in Group A was 6.62 and at the end of (Post-test)
students’ mean score became 9.234, give a mean gain score of 2.614 in achievement after
experiment. Also at the beginning of the experiment (Pre-test) in Group B, students’ had a mean
score of 5.23 and at the end a mean score of 6.189.

This means a mean gain score of 0.959. These results indicates’ that there is a significant
difference between the pre and post test achievement score of the students in the experimental and
control groups.

Discussion Of Results

The findings of this study were based on the hypothesis addressed at the beginning of the
work and analyzed in tables. The result showed that the students taught in the language laboratory
cum classrooms achieved better in French language than those taught in classrooms only. This is
an indication that the language laboratory is very important in the effective implementation of the
French language in Nigeria. Still in line with the findings of this study, is the study of Mustapha
Mukhtar Umar, (2018), who discovered those students thought using the language laboratory
performed better than those thought using the classroom only. Also in line, is the study of
Alufohia, peace joan, and Aziegbe, Mabel, (2017), who carried out a research on the influence of
language laboratory in the academic achievement of students in French with the Ambrose Ali
university, found out that the student’s academic level in French is significantly influenced by the
use of language laboratory. At this end, there is need for language laboratory in the effective
implementation of the French curriculum in the primary and secondary schools in Nigeria.

Conclusion

Findings of this study specifically revealed the importance of language laboratories
(Laboratories de Language) in the academic achievement of students in French subject/language.
From the foregoing, one can rightly conclude that French language laboratory has a lot to do with
the academic achievements of students in French.

Recommendations

The following recommendations are made for the improvement of French language in
Nigerian schools and Nigeria as a nation.
1. Government should as a matter of urgency direct her attention to the provision of language
laboratories in primary and secondary schools. The responsibility of realizing this herculean
project is by involving non-governmental organizations and the government of France.
2. Outstanding French teachers should be sent out on training outside the country (French
Speaking country) to see and learn how language laboratories are used.
3. Regular training an re-training programs should be organized to sharpen the skills of
teachers to ensure better performance. These training and re-training could be in the form of
conferences, seminars, workshops organized periodically by ministry of education in conjunction
with French embassy in Nigeria.
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